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From the President 
by Deb Evans (Victa 115, VH-IOF) 

Congratulations to Angela Stevenson 
on being awarded the Australian 
Women Pilots’ Association Mary 
O'Brien Silver Wings Award. Angela 
will use the $1500.00 towards an 
aerobatics endorsement.  

The Bathurst convention was wet but 
enjoyable. The weekend was mixed 
with exploring the region and aviation 
education. Bathurst Aero Club were 
wonderful hosts, on the Sunday we 
joined them in their open day. For 

those of us who stayed Sunday night, we enjoyed a Thai buffet dinner. 

Planning is progressing well for the Presidents Fly in to Goondiwindi, from 18th -20th 
October. 

Late 2024 and early 2025 will see the formation and aerobatic weekends being 
organised again. 

Our Pilot Proficiency Program is being refined. Our focus is on developing the technical 
skills, knowledge, and attitudes required for safe and efficient flight operations for our 
members.  

 Clear Skies and tailwinds 

Deb 

 

 

 

Editor Tony Self 
c/- Airtourer Assoc 
P.O. 778, Tewantin, QLD 4565 
Australia 

Mobile 
Email: 

See Membership List 
editor@airtourer.asn.au 

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted directly to the Editor at the 
contacts listed above. Contributions and or advertisements for the next issue need to be 
received by 5 August 2024. Advertisements are free for Association members. 
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Newsletter Changes 
From the Editor, Tony Self (Airtourer T6/24, VH-FVV) 

For the past few years, the weight of 
responsibility for the Airtourer Association 
Newsletter has fallen on the shoulders of 
Denise Pels and Susan Smith. The effort that 
Denise and Susan put in to produce an 
informative and entertaining newsletter can’t 
be understated, for what is often a thankless 
job. That job was made more difficult in the 
past year by Susan having to care full-time 
for her husband Gerald, with Denise stepping 
up to take over solo. Thank you Denise and Susan for your great work.  

It’s time for someone else on the Committee to take on the role, and it looks like that 
honour has fallen upon myself, at least for the time being. Over the past few years, 
publishing and “content creation” technology has had significant improvements, and 
we’re hoping to take advantage of those developments to make the task a little easier. 

The changes will allow us to produce a more print-friendly PDF file for those members 
who like to read from paper, while still producing a newsletter that can be emailed to 
members. Whenever there is a change like this, it’s a good idea to try out fresh ideas, 
and you’ll see some of those ideas in these pages. 

At the risk of being Captain Obvious, newsletters contain news. And news is something 
that’s spread around by those who know to those who don’t! So, if you have any news to 
share with the membership, be that big news or small news, then please email it 
through to editor@airtourer.asn.au. Or alternatively, share it on our Airtourer Facebook 
group from where it can be picked up and broadcast in the next Newsletter. 

It’s said that every person has a book inside them. If that’s true, then every member 
should have at least a handful of stories inside them too. See if you can get that article 
out and into words and sentences, and send that through to the Editor too.  

Finally, the Committee is taking some deliberate steps to ensure that we are welcoming 
not only to Airtourer people, but also to Airtourer derivative people. By that, we mean, 
of course, Aircruiser and CT-4 Airtrainer owners and pilots. We have an awful lot in 
common, just as the aircraft types have lots in common. (Did you know the wingspan of 
a Victa 100, an AESL Super Airtourer, the Aircruiser, and a CT-4E is exactly the same: 
7.92m?) You will start to see some more CT-4 information in the future! 
  

mailto:editor@airtourer.asn.au
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For Sale 

Victa Airtourer 100 VH-GBS 
 

 
Airtourer VH-GBS. Good condition.  

● Total time: 5040 
● O-200 Engine to run: 1017 

Located Northam, WA. Reluctant sale due to loss of 
licence. 
Asking $36,000 ONO. 
Contact Claude on 0438 101 334, or at 
claude@earthrounders.com  

 

For Sale 
 

 

The Secretary has a small supply of caps for $20 
each plus $8.50 postage.  
 
 
For orders email secretary@airtourer.asn.au 

 

mailto:claude@earthrounders.com
mailto:secretary@airtourer.asn.au
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Corner of History 
By Airtourer Association Historian, Tony Self (Airtourer T6/24, VH-FVV) 

Have you heard of an aircraft called the “Chicken”? Well, you should have! Because it’s 
one of our mob! 

Let’s go back to the 1970s. The first customer for (then) AESL’s brand new CT-4 
Airtrainer was the King of Thailand! In fact, so keen was AESL to get an aircraft to 
Thailand, that they sent the second prototype! The famous Cliff Tait flew ZK-DIM to 
Thailand in 1972, with stops including Singapore. 

 

ZK-DIM, the second CT-4 prototype, at Singapore on its way to Thailand. Look in the 
hangar! It’s a then quite new Airtourer T6/24, one of six delivered to Singapore’s Ministry 
of Defence. (All of these were sold to an Australian consortium in 1987.) 

The King’s CT-4 was strangely configured as a single-control aircraft, and was 
otherwise subtly different to the subsequent production CT-4A aircraft. As “2009”, it 
was allocated to the Royal Thai Police Force for use in cloud-seeding experiments.  

The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) was the first customer for the production CT-4A, 
ordering the first 24 aircraft off the production line, which were delivered over 1974. 
The RAAF were the second customer, with their first CT-4A arriving in 1975. 

The RTAF designated the CT-4As as “Type 16 - Chicken”, and topped up the A order 
with an order for 6 CT-4Bs in 1992. The RTAF seemed to fall in love with the “Chicken”, 
and operated the A and B models for 45 years! But wait, there’s more. In 1999 they 
started taking delivery of another 12 CT-4Es, the version with the big 300 hp engine. 
These were designated Type 16A. And a further 4 were ordered soon after. And yet 
another order followed in 2004 for another 8! The RTAF plans to continue operating the 
E models for many years!  
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All hail the “Chicken”... descended from “Mickey Mouse”. You know it makes sense. 

 

A line up of CT-4As at the decommissioning ceremony in 2020. 

 

Did you know? 
 
There are probably now more airworthy civilian-registered CT-4s than Airtourers! A 
number of ex-RNZAF CT-4Es are flying in private hands in Australia and New Zealand, 
and a lot of ex-RAAF and ex-BAe CT-4A and B models are also regular sights in 
Australia.  
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THE LATEST 

NEWS 

 

Movements 

CT-4s for Hire at Moorabbin 
Moorabbin Aircraft Hire now have two CT-4s online. VH-YCS, an ex-BAe Systems CT-
4B, can be hired for $370 per hour dry. VH-CKU, an ex-RAAF CT-4A, is also online at 
Moorabbin Aircraft Hire. See their Website at https://moorabbinaircrafthire.com.au/. 

Bathurst Airtourer Departs 
The Experimental M-10-160, modified by Bob MacGillivray some years ago, has changed 
hands. Previously owned by Osprey Trading Services (Jeff Parsons) and based at 
Bathurst, VH-BWG’s new owner is member Paul Cunningham from Wollongong. BWG 
started life as Victa 100 c/n 25, initially registered VH-MVE. In 1998, it was redesigned 
with a wet wing, upgraded undercarriage, a 160 hp engine, and a host of other changes. 

Pacific Aerospace now NZAero 
In 2021, Pacific Aerospace (or PAC) became insolvent, 
and for a time, this looked like the end for the 
Hamilton-based manufacturer of the CT-4, PAC-750, 
Cresco, and Expedition. But an aviation couple, Dee 
Bond and Neil Young of NZ Skydive, acquired the 
company from the liquidator, and have revived the business as NZAero. And NZAero is 
ready to remanufacture some CT-4 components! 

https://moorabbinaircrafthire.com.au/
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Ian Poyitt 
The Association recently heard of Ian Poyitt's passing. Longer-term members will 
remember Ian and Lyn as active association members flying their Cessna Cardinal to 
our fly-ins in the early 2000s. 

ADS-B Rebate Extended 
The government subsidy for installing automatic dependent surveillance broadcast 
(ADS-B) equipment has been extended. 

While the first phase of the program that offered a rebate of up to 50% of ADS-B 
purchase and installation costs for eligible aircraft closed on 31 May 2024, a second 
round will open in July 2024. 

Round 1 of the rebate was aimed at owners of Australian-registered visual flight rules 
(VFR) aircraft seeking to fit either integrated ADS-B OUT equipment or electronic 
conspicuity (EC) devices such as the SkyEcho II. 

Round 2 is expected to broaden eligibility to include gear that offers ADSB-OUT, ADSB-
IN, or both. 

The Government says on its ADS-B rebate website that updated guidelines for the 
program will be published as soon as possible. 

https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/automatic-dependent-surveillance- 
Broadcast-rebate-program   

https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/automatic-dependent-surveillance-%20Broadcast-rebate-program
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Letter from Bob and Helen Page 
The following letter was received from Bob and Helen Page in response to the awarding 
of Life Membership to Bob at the 2023 AGM. 

 

To the President and Committee 

May I send sincerest thanks for our inclusion to Life Membership of the Airtourer 
Association(Au). 

 I ask you all to accept a very humble but earnest appreciation for all the work that has been 
accomplished by the Association over the 45 years. 

The award of Life Membership is not regarded by me as a frivolous consideration… 

To be regarded as, ‘father’ of the Association, sits fine, so then with consent will be taken as 
described. Most details are mentioned in the Recent NewsFlash entry of Home Web Page, and 
History Pages  prevail. 

Griffith, 1978: My efforts were adequately recognised by Henry Millicer, most Members and 
then… 

A total stranger reminded me to consider Andy Warhol’s Claim …”everyone on Earth will have 
their 15 minutes of fame”… he explained, “…if that’s true Robert, you just had yours!” Now 
apparently that’s normally a throwaway line, maybe was, however it appealed to my immediate 
mindset. I will never forget it or Dave Prosser, Airman and Photo Journalist, (DH82. VH-SSI on 
the day.) 

With everything we accomplished, time, effort and xx? $ cost. We accepted it  as appropriate. 

 That letter to AOPA of May 1977 was first of approx. 200 letters sent Worldwide to Airtourer 
owners Aero Clubs & Aero Magazines by Helen and me. When elected as Sec./Tres, Harry 
Couzin as Pres. there was contact with AESL and Cliff Tait. Prep. talks were made for the 
Airtourer Associations future role in purchasing the NZ stock, The Airtourer Co-Op had been 
formed, Mentioned at the AGM, however I was invited to relinquished my legal interests 
without any cost to the Association by Guy Main & others, meeting at Shane Park Res; 
resultant eventually became the current Airtourer Co-Op known today.    

No secret, Couzin and Page Families contributed. Doug Stott’s effort as equal or probably 
much greater than my own, however, truth is that in the initial startup we were overwhelmed 
by the depth of southern interest. What he did for the early Association and total success of 
the Griffith AGM ’78 was above and beyond. 

 The Life Membership Award design is unique, with the Airtourer Association recognition of 
our contribution to the ‘establishment’ efforts are equally appreciated and accepted , thank 
you!.... 

Robert Page for 

Robert and Helen Page 
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2024 AGM and Convention - Bathurst 

Attendance Roll 
The poor weather and a number of misfortunes, illnesses and serviceability issues 
meant that only two aircraft flew in to the Convention this year. Nonetheless, the two, 
FVV and CNO, were proudly parked out on the flight line, and on display for the 
Bathurst Aero Club Open Day. 

Attendance in Person 

● Lyn Butler 
● Deb Evans 
● Rick Evans 
● Doug Gould (and Sally McDonald) 
● Robin Hilliard (and Sarah McNaughton) 
● Stuart Hilsberg 
● Beryl Marshall (and Garry Butcher) 
● Ross McBride 
● John O'Halloran 
● Jan O'Halloran 
● Pat Peak 
● Chris Peak 
● Jon Peak 
● Judy Riddel 
● Tony Self 
● Angela Stevenson 
● Doug Stott (and Janice Landells) 

Aircraft in Attendance 

● VH-FVV Angela Stevenson and Tony Self 
● VH-CNO Ross McBride 
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Minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting 
of the Airtourer Association, held at Bathurst on 5 May 2024 

by John O’Halloran (Secretary) 

 

Date: 5th May 2024 

Time: 0930 AEST 

Place: Bathurst, NSW and via Zoom 

 
Attendees: As per Annex A 

Apologies: As per Annex A 

 

Item Description 

  

 1 

Opening. 

The President noted a quorum was present and opened the meeting at 0932 
AEST. 

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of Andy Morris who lost his battle 
with motor neurone disease in 2023. 
 

  

2 

Acceptance of minutes of previous AGM. 

Moved John O’Halloran, seconded Stuart Hilsberg, that the minutes of the 
AGM held at Swan Hill, VIC on 19th March 2023, and published on the website, 
be accepted as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

Carried 

  

3 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

There was no business arising from the minutes. 

 

4 

President’s report. 

Moved Deb Evans, seconded Stuart Hilsberg, that the President’s Report, 
distributed prior to the AGM be accepted. 

Carried. 

The President’s Report is attached at Annex B. 
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5 

  

Business Arising from the President’s Report 

Nil 

  

6 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s Report, consisting of two pages of text, Statement of Receipts 
& Expenditure and the Balance Sheet had been distributed to the membership 
prior to the meeting. Nevertheless, the outgoing Treasurer addressed the 
meeting concluding by moving that his report be accepted. Seconded by 
Denise Pels. 

There was extensive discussion on the report which covered the 15 years he had 
been treasurer. Some members were concerned that the content of the text 
could be defamatory. 

Angela Stevenson addressed the meeting with the following statement: 

“As the incoming Treasurer, I acknowledge the extraordinary length of 
service of the outgoing Treasurer and also acknowledge the service of 
past Treasurer’s, Colleen Murray and John Treble, whom I have 
recently learned are both deceased. 
 
 I have a number of concerns regarding the outgoing Treasurer’s 
report. 
 
 The most significant concern I have is that the report contains a 
number of potentially libellous statements and references. According 
to Justice Connect NSW, this is a big deal. 
  

If this report is accepted into the Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting – which are, by legal definition, supposed to be, an official 
historical record of the association, the libellous references are, in 
essence, accepted as accurate for the Association and its members. 
These statements potentially expose the Association and its members 
to legal action. For this reason I will be voting against accepting the 
Treasurer’s report. However, I also understand the gravity of my point 
of order – does this leave the Association without a set of books to 
enter into the Minutes of the AGM? Are we able to enter the financial 
accounts without the report?" 

During the discussion, Angela Stevenson requested a number of times that the 
outgoing Treasurer's potentially defamatory statements be retracted. He 
consistently refused to retract these statements. 

The outgoing Treasurer was critical of the Vice President for not providing 
some expenses for the Mt Gambier fly-in until mid April. None of these 
expenses were paid directly from association funds and are still subject to 
committee approval. There were five transactions which easily could have been 
added as a liability to the accounts prior to being distributed to the members. 

John O'Halloran addressed the meeting advising that some of the outgoing 
Treasurer’s comments regarding the Airtourer Co-operative were factually 
inaccurate and outside the scope of this meeting. He went on to review the 
Balance Sheet and Receipts & Expenditure Statement. He noted the bank  
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 6 
(cont) 

Treasurer’s Report 

balance reported on the Balance Sheet did not match the bank statement at the 
close of the financial year. A check of the reported bank balance at the end of 
2022, i.e. the starting point for the 2023 accounts, was also in error, by a 
different amount. A review of the bank statements showed income for 
merchandise of $393 yet the entry on the Receipts & Expenditure (AA Tops or 
AA Tops & Caps) was blank. 

John O'Halloran commented that given the potential defamatory comments, and 
the errors in the financial reports, he would urge the membership to vote 
against the motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. If the report was not 
accepted, he would propose a motion that a registered bookkeeper be engaged 
to review and correct the reports. 

There was extensive and robust discussion. The outgoing Treasurer believed 
the constitution did not give the Secretary, or any member, the right to review 
or audit his report, or compile an alternative set of accounts. The Secretary 
read from paragraph 45 of the constitution: 

45 Inspection of books etc 

(1)  The following documents must be open to inspection, free of charge, 
by a member of the association at any reasonable hour: 

(a)  records, books and other financial documents of the association, 

(b)  this constitution, 

(c)  minutes of all committee meetings and general meetings of the 
association. 

He noted the constitution was silent on the use of this information and did 
not prohibit any member reviewing the accounts or even compiling an 
alternative set of accounts. 

After further extensive discussion the Secretary moved that “the motion be put”. 

For: 8 
Against: 39 
Abstain: 5 

The motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was lost. 

Moved John O'Halloran, seconded Doug Stott, that a registered bookkeeper be 
engaged to produce a Special Purpose Report including a Balance Sheet and 
Profit & Loss Statement for the 2023 association financial year, to be presented 
to the membership. 

For: 44 
Against: 8 Abstain: Nil 

Carried. 

 

  

7 

Business Arising from the Treasurer’s Report. 

The Treasurer advised the meeting that the Secretary had been 
“unconstitutional” in failing to add two items to the agenda as requested by the 
Treasurer. The Secretary advised these matters were part of the Treasurer’s 
Report and would be discussed under Business Arising. They are minuted below. 
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8 

Statement by the Vice President re RFDS Donation 

The Treasurer asked the Vice President to explain to the members why he 
asserted that, the Treasurer may have obtained a financial benefit when a $2000 
donation was made, on behalf of the Airtourer Association to the RFDS. 

The Vice President denied the assertion and and requested evidence. The 
Treasurer referred to the minutes of the Extraordinary Committee Meeting held 
on 4th April 2024. The Secretary displayed a copy of those minutes via the Zoom 
display. The referenced item was: 

The receipt issued by the RFDS was in the name of the Treasurer, at his 
personal address, and made no reference to the Airtourer Association. 

The receipt was also displayed to the meeting confirming the statement was 
factually correct. 

The Treasurer then referred to an email, only circulated to committee, dated 
4/4/24 where the Vice President observed regarding the RFDS receipt. 

This has the appearance of the treasurer receiving a personal benefit 
from his unilateral decision to make the payment from the Association 
bank account. 

The Vice President replied it was not an accusation but a caution the receipt 
could give the wrong impression to an uninformed observer. The Treasurer 
has since had it reissued in the name of the association and the matter has 
been minuted as closed at a committee meeting. The Vice President 
apologised if it appeared as an accusation and the Treasurer accepted the 
apology. 

  

9 

  

$1,000 Payment to Mt Gambier Bus Co. 

The Treasurer asked the President and Vice President to explain to the 
members why they made an unauthorised, undocumented (invoice/receipt) 
cash payment of $1000 to a Mount Gambier bus company without consultation 
with the Treasurer or approval from the committee? 

 The Vice President made the following observations: 

•      The payment was made from his personal funds and had not yet been 
reimbursed from association funds. Reimbursement would require 
committee approval and dual signatory action for the payment. 

•    Cash is legal tender and an accepted means of payment. 

•     While no receipt was available, the transaction was documented with a 
Statutory Declaration which carries criminal penalties if found to contain 
false or misleading statements. 

•     There was no custom or practise of the committee pre-approving 
payments at fly-ins. This was a weakness in the procedures that has 
been addressed. 

•     There was no custom or practise of providing the committee a budget 
for fly- ins. Nevertheless, the Vice President did provide a budget to the 
committee in August 2023 which included the $1,000 for the bus. The 
committee and the Treasurer were aware of this expense prior to the 
fly-in. 

•     The payment was made by the Vice President and witnessed by the 
President to meet the intent of the constitution which required two 
signatories. 
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In summary, there was nothing inappropriate about the payment. 

The Treasurer pressed the point and suggested the association was party to 
possible tax fraud by the bus company by paying in cash. Members felt this 
was a matter between the bus company and the ATO and the association was 
not at risk. The Treasurer held his position that the President and Vice 
President had placed the association at risk by paying cash. He gave formal 
notice of commencing dispute resolution action in accordance with paragraph 
10 of the Constitution. 

A member again suggested to the outgoing Treasurer that his comments were 
potentially defamatory and should be retracted. Again, he refused outright. 

After further robust discussion the outgoing Treasurer advised the 
Association to “set up a go fund me page and lawyer up” and he would “see 
you in court”. He also advised that his daughter was a lawyer and would act 
for him pro bono. The reason for the outgoing Treasurer’s legal action was 
unclear as paragraph 10 of the Constitution clearly lays out the process for 
resolution of disputes. 

As there was no motion before the meeting the President called for the next 
agenda item. 

  

10 

Secretary’s Report 

Moved John O’Halloran, seconded Robin Hilliard, that the Secretary’s Report 
distributed prior to the meeting, be accepted. 

Carried. 

The Secretary’s Report is attached at Annex C. 

 

11 

Business Arising from Secretary’s Report 

Nil 

  Other Reports 

  

12 

  

Historian’s Report 

Moved Tony Self, seconded Beryl Marshall, that the Historian’s Report as 
distributed prior to the meeting, be accepted. 

Carried. 

The Historian’s Report is attached at Annex D. 

Tony addressed the meeting with “breaking news” since the report was written. 
Tony had collected much of John Wynn’s memorabilia from his and Keith 
Buttrey’s flight to the UK and return in the Bicentennial Air Race. Tony was 
working on an Internet site to commemorate this feat. 
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General business 

 
    13 

Life Membership - Lee Gordon-Brown 

Moved John O'Halloran, seconded Ross McBride that Lee Gordon-Brown be 
granted Life Membership of the Airtourer Association for his contributions to 
the continued airworthiness of the type. The full proposal is included at Annex 
E. 

Carried Unanimously. 

  

14 

Election of the New Committee 

All nominations received have been elected as follows, in accordance with 
Rule 15(2). 

President:                Deb Evans 
Vice President:        Doug Gould 
Treasurer:                Angela Stevenson 
Secretary:                John O’Halloran 
Ordinary Members: Tony Self and Stuart Hilsberg. 

One position for an Ordinary Committee Member was vacant and 
nominations from the floor were invited. 

Gerry Pels nominated Doug Stott but Doug declined the nomination. There 
being no other nominations the position becomes a casual vacancy. 
 

  

15 

Meeting close 

The President closed the meeting at 1021 AEST. 

Annexes: 

A.            Attendees & Apologies 
B.             President’s Report 
C.             Secretary’s Report. 
D.            Historian’s Report 
E.             Proposal for Life Membership – Dr. Lee Gordon-Brown. 

I confirm this is a true and correct record of the meeting. 

Deb Evans, President / Chairman 
 

John O’Halloron, Secretary 

The annexes can be read on the Association Web site at: 

https://airtourer.asn.au/images/Airtourer_Association/AGM_Minutes/AGM%202024/Minut
es%20-%20AGM%202024.pdf 

  

https://airtourer.asn.au/images/Airtourer_Association/AGM_Minutes/AGM%202024/Minutes%20-%20AGM%202024.pdf
https://airtourer.asn.au/images/Airtourer_Association/AGM_Minutes/AGM%202024/Minutes%20-%20AGM%202024.pdf
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Rain, Shine and Good Times 
Bathurst Convention Report, 3 - 6 June 2024 

by Beryl Marshall  (The Sheriff, previously VH-MRF) 

The weather in Bathurst was more suitable for fur coats, umbrellas, and cars, not 
Airtourer Association labelled tee shirts and Victas! Amazingly 2 Victorian aircraft 
attended – they know how to deal with the weather 
���� 

Friday evening, following the AvPlan Seminar, 
Bathurst Aero Club supplied us with a BBQ meal, 
followed by ‘naughty but nice’ dessert cakes. Their 
president, Graeme Burke welcomed us and was 
happy to talk about the history, activities, and 
aircraft of the Club, and answer any questions. 
Incidentally, they have a Simulator, privately built! 
Our President, Deb, presented the Club with an 
Airtourer Association plaque. 

Saturday morning ‘all aboard’ the HiAce Bus for a 
drive into the countryside to have morning Devonshire tea (consisting of scones or drop 
scones) at Moorbel Market. Then off to Canowindra (pronounced ‘Can-own-dra’ – go 
figure!) to ‘Age of Fishes’ Museum. Well, if some of us complained about the long drive, 
especially after driving for a few days to get to Bathurst, we ‘pulled our heads in’. This 
place is truly amazing! You don’t have to be a David Attenborough type person – but I 
should add here that he did visit this place and rated it to be ‘World Class’ in Fossil 
conservation. I ain’t no archaeologist but found it fascinating. An appropriate quote 
from Google: 

This is a fascinating museum about the fossilised fishes found locally from the 
Devonian age. The slabs taken from the ground in which the fossils were found 
are on display with clear explanations – lots of videos as well as charts, 
illustrations and text. Outdoors there is more on display as well as huge snakes 
and ladders and other games about the fossils and sandpits for kids to dig up 
their own fossils. 

The family room has electronic microscope to view fossils very close up as well as 
fossil rubbings and other activities. My kids would have been entranced. A great 
museum for a family outing. And the gift shop is huge with a great collection for 
all budgets and ages. Staff knowledgeable and friendly. Highly recommended. 
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 Time ran out, (“Groans”) but we had to move on to lunch which was at the Beekeepers 
Inn. The Proprietor explained the Mead and gave those interested a taste of two 
varieties. That ‘whet’ the appetite for some who made purchases, not only Mead but 
also honey varieties etc. Lunch serves were large and tasty. 

The next stop was at Bathurst Grange Distillery, established in 1823, where we were 
ushered into the Distillery to learn of the makings of Gin and Malt Whisky, most 
sourced on their farm and locally. It was interesting to smell the flavours of juniper and 
coriander which is, to quote: “triple distilled to ensure the finest, purest spirit, before 
infusing botanicals to create the unique flavours of Bathurst Grange Gin.” Also quoted, 
“We’re committed to zero waste sustainable practices. Leftover whisky grain is used for 
high protein feed for the 300 sheep residents to the farm, our built-in water recycling 
system ensures we don’t waste a drop and solar energy can power our distillery for 12 
hours a day.” 

(I didn’t see any drunk sheep; they were all lying down – perhaps had a headache!! 
����). 
Some stood around the potbellied stove – with fire burning, while a few went to the bar 
for a tasting. 

Back to town to freshen up for the buffet style dinner at Rydges Hotel. Background 
photos of Victas were screened with a few “I remember her/him” faces. The selection 
of ‘Best Presented Airtourer’ was obviously difficult, but Ross McBride came out the 
victor with his Victa! Michael Monck was the guest speaker. Michael is the chair of 
Recreational Aviation Australia, and spoke on the new Group G arrangements and told 
us what the future might be with MOSAIC. One line of his business includes the making 
of sunglasses which sit comfortably when wearing a headset. There was an agreeable 
moan amongst the people who feel the discomfort. Sunglasses are the first item 
available, with prescription glasses to be the next on the list.  

The Sheriff was so embarrassed at having lost her 
and Garry’s name badges, also her Sheriff’s badge, 
that she fined everyone for not showing sympathy. 
Also fined the two aircraft owners for flying in, and 
President Deb for making it rain! (Well, it didn’t 
flood like in Echuca Deb!) Michael Monck then 
kindly offered two pairs of his ‘Avionic’ (guessing 
the name) glasses with proceeds to go to the RFDS. 
Wow, thanks Michael! It was agreed that they be 
auctioned at the end of the AGM on Sunday. 

Lovely fresh croissants were supplied by the Aero 
Club for breakfast Sunday morning, which was followed by the AGM, which began with 
a one-minute silence as a tribute to Andy Morris. Unfortunately, that’s where the 
silence ended. Many of us will report, and I will, that it was the worst meeting I’ve ever 
attended! I wanted out of the room, and did so for a while, and I feel some others 
wanted out also. This is not a report in general, but I feel I have to say that the meeting 
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was not an encouragement to join, or perhaps stay in, the association for the good of 
this wonderful aircraft that has been, and is, owned by people of all occupations and 
wallets. Please don’t let personalities, possible oversights (if that’s the case), and 
discrepancies ruin an amazing organisation. Just pull your heads in and sort things out 
calmly and peacefully please! I know we have to abide with rules and constitution, but 
do we have to be so rigid to create disharmony; surely there can be some flexibility? 
Perhaps I’m glad the attendance was low including the number linked in by Zoom. I was 
embarrassed!  

Meeting Zoom participants were: Gerry and Denise Pels, Richard and Veronica Davies, 
Graham Wood, Jane Morris, Greg Rutherford, and John Wynn. 

The light at the end of the tunnel was the arrival of Michael Monck for the auctioning of 
two pairs of ‘Avionic’ sunglasses. Those on Zoom may not have fully understood the 
value of these glasses against those in person were able to try them on and realise their 
worth. The ‘Sheriff’ was the auctioneer and more than once had to pause on ‘Going for 
the 3rd and final time’ when another bid was thrown in! Thanks to the generosity, and 
reluctance to ‘give in’ one pair sold for $260, the other $270. So, a big thank you to 
everyone who put $340 into the Ice bucket on Saturday night, and to Michael for the 
sunglasses, a massive $870.00 was raised for the RFDS! 
���� 

Garry and I had to depart for a long drive to Broome, but I believe our organisation 
stayed on at the Aero Club to support their ‘Open Day’ displaying Ultralights to Jets, 
from Airtruks to KingAirs. Some members still went for the obligatory drive in the bus 
around the Bathurst Racetrack i.e. 6.213 kms., taking 7 minutes 6.32 seconds. “Oh hum”! 
(Normal track speed is 60 kph!). Then evening meal was enjoyed at a Thai restaurant. 

I’ll sign off reporting it was a Convention of a difference, better times ahead I hope. 
These gatherings should be a chance of flying somewhere perhaps different, to meet up 
with other aircraft owners to share aviation and aircraft related issues, and as I’ve felt 
over so many years – a continuing conversation with ‘my flying family’.  

 

Puzzle Time! 
 
What aircraft does this tail belong to? 
 
Useless hint: The colours are RNZAF. 
Misleading hint: Note the aerial. 
Useful hint: Note the rudder trim tab position. 
Tip: It’s not the obvious. 
 
 
 
The answer is on the last page. 
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Bathurst Convention in Photographs 
 

 
AvPlan lessons from Bevan 

 
Another Australian-designed masterpiece 
joined the Airtourers on the flight line 

 
Rumour has it that a new lap record for a 
minibus was set at Bathurst 

 
The Age of Fishes was where we 
discovered that we aren’t old fossils after 
all 

 
A tour of the gin distillery was part of a 
learning experience. 

 
Lyn Butler models the glasses donated by 
Michael Monck and auctioned to raise 
funds for the RFDS 
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Aerobatic Weekend at Tocumwal 
by Doug Gould Airtourer 160, VH-CTM 

Airtourer enthusiasts gathered over the weekend of 17-18 February to hone their 
aerobatic skills. 

The weekend was very successful, particularly in re-engaging with lapsed &inactive 
members. Most flying was done in the morning to avoid the heat of the day. The 
afternoons were used for ground school, discussion about aerobatic competition and 
general Airtourer discussion. 

 Seven association members joined us, two with their spouses. 

Our instructor, David 
Pilkington, Aerobatic Club 
member and Pitts builder 
Daryl Clee, and wife Jo were 
also present. 

 We had a great dinner at 
Tattersalls Hotel on Saturday 
night with spirited discussion 
across the table on a wide 
range of aviation topics. 

The weekend saw Andrew Merrett doing his AFR with David Pilkington and flying VVZ 
for the first time in 6 years. Marty Moore made a good start on his initial training for an 
aerobatic endorsement in CRK. Ian Close was active flying both his Airtourer VVZ and 
Lazer LZA. 

Before the weekend closed, we debriefed the gathering and began planning the 2024 
event we intend to move to post-Easter, potentially 9-11 May 2025. 

 We are grateful to Lee Gordon-Brown for the hospitality of his hangar, for both aircraft 
and people. 
 

 

Upcoming Events! 

• 17 July 2024 - Zoom Social Gathering 
• July / August – Zoom General Meeting to accept updated accounts 
• 11 September 2024 – Zoom Social Gathering 
• 18-20 October 2024 – President’s Fly-in – Goondiwindi 
• 9-11 November 2024 – Formation Camp, Yarrawonga 
• 27 November 2024 – Zoom Christmas Drinks   
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The Treasury 
by Angela Stevenson Airtourer T6/24, VH-FVV 

Dear Airtourer Association Members, 

Well, the past eight weeks’ transition as your new Treasurer has been busy and 
challenging.  

Unfortunately, very little paper documentation and no digital documentation has been 
received during this transition. A further request has been made. 

This means that constructing an accurate set of books for the 2023 year - as decided by 
the membership at the AGM (see the AGM Minutes elsewhere in this Newsletter) will be 
a difficult task. Nevertheless, an independent and qualified bookkeeper has been 
engaged (at an incredibly reasonable rate) to take on the task of providing a Special 
Purpose Report.  

It is anticipated that the report and associated financials will be ready for the 
membership to see in the next few weeks. From there, a general meeting of 
membership will need to be called in order to present and vote on the Association’s 
financials for 2023. The Secretary will keep you informed! 

Some transition activities undertaken have included: 

Bank Accounts 

● the removal of the 2019 Committee members - no, this is not a typo - as Westpac 
bank account signatories, 

● cancelling of the associated debit cards, 
● adding present Executive (President, Vice President, & Treasurer) as any-two-

to-sign bank account signatories, 
● installing a two-to-approve payment process for the cash account with Westpac 

online banking. 

Australian Taxation Office and Australian Business Register 

● Updating Australian Taxation Office information, including changing the ANZSIC 
code from ‘8211 - Sports and Physical Recreation Instruction’, to the more 
appropriate category of ‘Other Services’, 

● amending the Association’s ABR and Australian Taxation Office information from 
Unincorporated Association to Incorporated Association. 

Account-keeping duties 

● Implementing a MYOB software subscription for account-keeping. For the 
purposes of transparency and provision of continuity for incoming (and 
outgoing) Treasurers, the MYOB software will be set up with a minimum of two 
administrators. 
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● Reimbursement of the Vice-President’s outstanding expenses relating to the Mt 
Gambier Fly-in, as approved by Committee. 

● Reimbursements of $650.00 of the Bathurst Convention AGM fees to two 
members due illness. 

● Receipt of all outstanding fees for the Bathurst AGM, bringing revenue for the 
Convention to a total of $5,775.00. 

● Collation of Committee Member expenses for the Bathurst AGM - a current 
liability of $5,224.13 awaiting approval by Committee for reimbursement. 

Donations to the Association 

Two separate donations have been made to the Association since the beginning of the 
year and we express sincere appreciation for both. A donation of $1,000 was made in 
March and another of $650 was recently received from an anonymous donor to ‘aid and 
assist the Association in the aims of the Constitution’. 

Donations to the RFDS 

Two donations have been made to the RFDS by members who won the FLYTE Aero 
sunglasses at the AGM - the lucky members donated a total of $540.00! Massive thanks 
to Michael Monck for generously donating the sunglasses. 

Another $340.00 was ‘generously’ ‘raised’ by members through no fault of their own, or 
maybe it was, anyway…funds were collected by the ever-passionate Sheriff Marshall. 

Things on the Treasury To-Do-List 

Entering 2024 financial data into the new MYOB system. 

Preparation and submission of the latest Not-For-Profit self-reporting assessment - 
now due end August. (Because the 2023 financials are still being prepared we have 
negotiated a new submission date with the ATO. NFP’s are now required to self-review 
and report their income each calendar year to the ATO to justify their income tax 
exemption.) 

Now that much of the transition logistics have been effected, I am looking forward to 
being part of a cohesive Committee and providing members with regular clear updates 
as to the Association’s financial position and activities.  

Keeping you up to date 
with all things Treasury! 

Angela Stevenson 
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Start Packing for Goondiwindi! 
The 2024 President’s Fly-in is scheduled for 18-20 October in Goondiwindi on the 
Queensland/NSW border. 

 

There are many good reasons to visit Goondiwindi, but none better than gathering with 
Airtourer and Airtrainer folk to talk planes, horses and the price of AvGas! 
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The Airtourer Wing 
by Doug Gould Airtourer 160, VH-CTM 

You often hear of flying aircraft, the saying “fly the wing”. The wing characteristics 
dominate the character of an aeroplane. So what is the Airtourer wing? 

The Airtourer wing is the NACA 23012 profile modified, transitioning to NACA 4412 at 
the outer panels. The prime modification to the 23012 profile seems to be what you 
need to do to merge it into the 4412 profile.  

What is the NACA 23012 aerofoil?  

NACA is the (US) National advisory Committee for Aeronautics – kind of the 
predecessor of NASA and the old NACA papers can be publicly searched online from the 
NASA Langley library. 230 is the aerofoil series and 12 means the wing thickness at its 
widest point is 12% of the chordline.   

The NACA 23012 aerofoil was designed in the 1930s, partly as a successor to the 
venerable “Clark Y” aerofoil used by a wide array of WWII aircraft manufacturers such 
as Lockheed, Stinson, Consolidated, Travelaire, WACO, Grumman, and Douglas – all the 
big pre-war manufacturers. John Anderson’s excellent book “A History of 
Aerodynamics” tells us that the Clark Y aerofoil was designed in 1922 by Colonel 
Virginius Clark as one of the first scientifically designed aerofoils after the formation of 
NACA in 1915. 

The characteristics of the 23012 aerofoil is subject of the 1936 NACA paper No. 573 by 
Platt and Abbott with a title too long to repeat; essentially it was designed as a high lift 
aerofoil specifically to be used with externally hinged trailing flaps. It is a “turbulent” 
aerofoil with very low pitching moments. It does not require perfectly smooth surfaces 
to achieve good performance, so it remains almost unaffected by bugs and rain. The low 
pitching moment allows cruise trim drag to be kept to a minimum. It has a relatively 
deep section, which provides room for a wing spa without compromising its strength. 

The 23012 aerofoil is used on a lot of aircraft including: 

● Aero Commander Shrike 
● Transavia Airtruk 
● Helio Courier 
● Mudry CAP 10 and CAP 20 
● Piel Emeraude 
● Stephens Akro (forerunner of the Laser). 
● Vans RV-3 

There are many similarities between the RV-6 and RV-7 aircraft and the Airtourer. Not 
surprisingly, the RV uses the NACA 230 series aerofoil, but with a deeper section at 
13.5% of the chord line vs 12% (ie, NACA 23013.5).  
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You will note a common thread between these aircraft. They are all noted for 
responsive handling with varying degrees of aerobatic capability. The 23012 aerofoil is 
not symmetrical, but it does have a convex underside. It is not a flat bottomed wing, nor 
is it cambered.  

The Airtourer then uses the NACA 4412 at the outer sections Why? 

This is also an interesting aerofoil with good heritage. It is used on aircraft including 
Stinson Voyager, Luscombe and Bellanca Citabria. It’s classed as a “flat bottom” wing, 
although it has slight camber.  

The 23012 and 4412 aerofoil shapes are shown below: 

 
23013 aerofoil 

 
4412 aerofoil 

The 4412 aerofoil was almost certainly chosen by Henry Millicer for the wing tips to give 
the Airtourer better responsiveness in the stall. He beat Piper to the idea by how many 
years? 

The 4412 aerofoil has a higher critical alpha – or angle of attack. It stalls later. And the 
lift curve does not fall off as rapidly, ie, it stalls more gently. This will preserve aileron 
response when the inner section and flaperon are stalled.  

Interestingly, a 2009 study into the NACA 4412 aerofoil by Okfen, Konstantin and 
Marteev (“Aerodynamic characteristics of NACA 4412 airfoil section with flap in extreme 
ground effect”), found this aerofoil to have good ground effect qualities. Maybe this 
explains the delightful landing characteristics of the Airtourer? 

What was the advertising tagline… “when you’re on a good thing, stick to it?” The 
Aircruiser and CT-4 wing uses the 23012 profile modified, transitioning to the NACA 
4412 modified. 

 

READ MORE ABOUT AEROFOILS 
ONLINE 

 

https://m-selig.ae.illinois.edu/ads/aircraft.html
https://m-selig.ae.illinois.edu/ads/aircraft.html
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Lee Gordon-Brown: Life Member 
by John O’Halloran Airtourer Super 150, VH-COI 

At the 2024 AGM, Dr Lee-Gordon Brown was honoured with Life Membership of the 
Airtourer Association. 

Lee Gordon-Brown was introduced to aviation at an early age as his father served in the 
RAAF. Lee also joined the RAAF as an aeronautical engineer, serving in a number of 
roles, including F-111 maintenance. 

Not feeling fully challenged, he studied for a Ph.D., the topic being solving simultaneous 
equations. Now, most of us would have solved simultaneous equations at school, but in 
Lee’s case, the unknowns were on the order of a million! This problem was solved by 
statistics rather than pure mathematics. 

Leaving the RAAF, he lectured at the Monash University Business School. It was there in 
October 2002 that a student entered one of his lectures and started shooting, killing 
two students and wounding another five people. Lee was shot twice and, despite the 
pain and blood loss, disarmed the shooter. For his actions, Lee was awarded the Star of 
Courage, the second highest Australian civil bravery decoration. 

Lee joined the Airtourer Association in 2004 and owns Airtourer T6 VH-JVV. His 
theoretical and practical engineering skills were quickly recognised, and he joined the 
Airtourer Co-operative Board. 

When Alan Wood was forced to close his business due to the decommissioning of 
Hoxton Park aerodrome, Lee offered space in his hangar at Tocumwal for the storage of 
the Airtourer spares, jigs, dies, etc. The larger components of the Airtourer project 
remain in Lee’s hangar at no cost, saving the Airtourer community significant expense. 

In November 2009, Lee spent a weekend with Alan Wood at Tocumwal and attempted 
to “download” Alan’s extensive knowledge of the Airtourer. This weekend produced over 
a hundred action items that Lee has incorporated mainly into the Maintenance Manual 
and Illustrated Parts Catalogue, documents he continues to maintain. 

Lee continues to support the Airtourer owners with his time, knowledge and storage 
space at no cost. 

Lee Gordon-Brown was granted Life Membership of the Airtourer Association for the 
services he has rendered to the association in support of its aims; the preservation and 
continued airworthiness of the Victa and AESL Airtourer series of aircraft and their 
derivatives. 
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Formation Camp 2024 
Yarrawonga, Victoria, 9-11 November 2024 

 

It’s on again! Last November, the Airtourer Association played host to a formation camp 
for Airtourer and CT-4 pilots, at Yarrawonga in northern Victoria. Eight aircraft and 13 
pilots participated in 2023, and the highlight of the weekend was a Remembrance Day 
Flypast over the Memorial Wall ceremony. 

To be honest, we had so much fun that we just had to do it again. And again, we’re 
coinciding it with the weekend closest to 
Remembrance Day, which this year is 
Saturday 9 to Monday 11 November.  

We don’t have unlimited spaces, so if you’re 
interested in improving your formation 
skills (if you’re already endorsed) or 
working towards your formation 
endorsement, this is a fantastic opportunity 
to fly with similar types. Instructors will 
again be on hand for those pilots who need 
training or refreshing. 

If you’re interested, contact Tony Self 
(historian@airtourer.asn.au) for the details.  

 

READ THE 2023 REPORT ON THE 
WEB SITE  

 
  

mailto:historian@airtourer.asn.au
https://www.airtourer.asn.au/index.php/the-association/newsletters/selected-airtourer-newsletter-articles/434-formation-camp-report-2023.html
https://www.airtourer.asn.au/index.php/the-association/newsletters/selected-airtourer-newsletter-articles/434-formation-camp-report-2023.html
https://www.airtourer.asn.au/index.php/the-association/newsletters/selected-airtourer-newsletter-articles/434-formation-camp-report-2023.html


July 2024 

Page 30  

Welcome to New Members 
A very warm welcome to new members Jeremy Jordan and Alex Wocadlo. 

Jeremy, from South Australia, has purchased Gerry Lawson's old Airtourer 100, VH-MTI.  

Alex Wocadlo from Macedon in Victoria has bought Airtourer 150, CND.  

From the Archives 

 

Lee Gordon-Brown, our newest Life Member, 
at work in the Co-op parts store. 

 

 

Puzzle answer: It’s the tail of CT-4C ZK-FXM; photo taken in 1991. The CT-4C was a prototype 
turboprop version of the CT-4, with an Allison 250 (420 shp) engine. No sales were made, so the 
CT-4C was turned back into a CT-4B. Currently in Perth as VH-YCQ. Read more! 

 

  

Airtourer Association Inc 

https://aeropedia.com.au/content/pac-ct-4c-airtrainer/

