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EDITORIAL

Last year we were all swamped with Y2K concerns. Who would have guessed
that the first crisis for GA in the21st Century would be low tech fuel. This problem
has grounded a number of members and led to the postponement of our AGM.

When I was in the UK Barry Edmondson gave me some information from
Lycoming regarding spark plug fouling. The informatin was published originally in
the Lycoming Flyer. Lycoming has now published Key Reprints from the Flyer on
their internet site at http://www.lycoming.textron.com/support/publications/
index.html. I intend to include additional Key Reprints in future Newsletters.

In 1996 the AGM was held at Wallis Island. During the weekend we visited the
Manning River Aero Club at Taree. They asked for our support in their battle with
the local Council to keep open the historic Old Bar Airstrip. I recently received a
letter (page 16) advising that the strip is to be preserved and that a Fly-In is planned
for the 8th & 9th April. Paul Cary will be there representing the Association and all
other members are most welcome. For more information see the letter on page 16.
Safe Airtouring.

ol O Fallonan

Cover Photo: Alan Wood in MUL which he has owned since 1966. See the Sheriff’s
interrogation on page 14.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.
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STOP PRESS

Annual General Meeting Postponed

This Newsletter has been delayed
two weeks while we all await progress on
the fuel contamination issue. Although
CASA has issued Airworthiness Direc-
tives covering the testing and repair
schemes there are a number of outstand-
ing issues. In particular the use of water
in fuel systems and the engine manufac-
ture’s position on warranty.

Many private owners are not rush-
ing into using the CASA schemes at pre-
sent and are waiting for possible alterna-
tives. Once a scheme which is acceptable

to owners is devised it is expected that
commercial aircraft will receive priority
and so it may take some time to get all
private aircraft flying.

The Committee believes it would
be best to postpone the Annual General
Meeting until this crisis is resolved. As
there are still many unknowns no date can
set at present. We will keep you advised
in the next Newsletter.

Goten O Falloran

Secretary

Welcome

On behalf of President Hugh Knox we offer a warm welcome to the following new

members.

e David Dickins from Mulwala in NSW who has MQL, and
° Graham Neal from Hawker in ACT. Graham is looking to join or set up a
syndicate flying an Airtourer in Canberra or close by.

g

Calendar of Events

Annual General Meeting 2000
Postponed due to fuel contaminatin crisis- date to be advised in a future
Newsletter

Old Bar Fly-In, 9 April 2000
See letter on page 16

AV VA VAV VA VAV VA VA VA VA VA VE Ve VYAV Ve Ve VE Ve VA VA YA VA VE VA VAV VE VIV VAN
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You are my Traffic, My only traffic
Stan Tilley.( with considerable editorial help from Bonnie, Jane and

Andy)

The motor crackled as we
climbed from our little airstrip south of
Hobart into the late evening air. The sky
was overcast. Then as we traveled to the
west the clouds opened up revealing a
small hole ringed by elliptical layers of
cloud. The setting sun shone down
through this hole radiating magnificent
golden beams like searchlights shining
earthwards, with dramatic effect. Pausing
only long enough to savour the beauty of
this sight, we climbed higher until we
were above the cloud tops at seven thou-

. sand feet. From here we were able to view
the whole of the setting sun as it slowly
sank below the horizon in a burning
golden glow. .

< We’ were Alan Wood (POB) and
myself in our faithful Victa MTL, the last
of the proposed formation of three aircraft
that were supposed to be greeting the
FIRST DAWN of the next 100 years in
Australia. Whether it was also the first
dawn of the next 1000 years was also
under debate but whatever, it was highly
unlikely that we would be around even for
another 100 years, so the argument was
purely academic. Our other two aircraft
had been delayed not only by a massive
fuel contamination problem, which had
struck the whole of eastern Australia, but
by bad weather as well. Merle and Alan
had come by commercial and apparently
Qantas were not about to risk their planes
on New Years Eve. Jane and Andy were
affected by both problems.

Bonnie was sure that NEXT year
represents the start of the New Millenium.

Merle, still suffering from a fall at the
Opera House, was not sure that she could
get in a tiny aeroplane. It was just Alan
and me.

As we turned east in the darkening
sky it was time to talk to the Hobart
International Controller for permission to
use his huge lighted aerodrome for the
next stage of the flight.

“Hobart tower Good evening this
is Victa Airtourer Mike Tango Lima 16
DME on the 225 radial at 7000 visual
with Xray. Request inbound clearance via
Tea Tree with practice ILS if traffic per-
mits.”

To which came the wonderful response,

“Mike Tango Lima — You are my
traffic.”

Back in Hobart City it was all go
with the wharves in full New Year cele-
bration mode. Missing were many of the
Sydney Hobart yacht entrants as despite
the first few boats smashing the record by
up to 18 hours about a third of the fleet
had struck adverse winds and were about
to set another record for the slowest times
recorded.

As the midnight hour struck it was
for us a quiet celebration at home, drink-
ing the toast in Tasmanian Apple juice,
watching the fireworks from our balcony
and then in to bed for a couple of hours
sleep.

Did I say ‘sleep’? That pesky
alarm went off as soon as my head hit the
pillow but Alan was already about, get-
ting a breakfast of Weeties and toast.

By 4:20 AM (daylight saving time)
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we were again airborne from the now
Hobart MTAF. The cloud layer had
dropped to just below 4000ft. Pity those
poor souls on 40001t high Mt Wellington
who were hoping to catch that first sun.
Amazingly, over the City it was clear. Did
those rising alcoholic fumes create that
space? A couple of visual circuits over the
town to enjoy the brilliant lights and then
up and away. Up over the cloud now at
around 6000 tops and up and up and east
and east. Eight, nine, ten, eleven and fi-
nally twelve thousand feet. Little MTL
was still climbing at 500 ft per minute but
the restriction was now us. We were not
carrying oxygen. As we continued east-
wards into the now lightening sky above
the continuous layer of cloud on the hori-
zon there were distant upper clouds in a
beautiful layered fan shape. These clouds
were picking up wonderfully warm
colours of apricot, pink and gold shaded
with green.

Then 50 miles out into the Tasman
Sea the first glint of the real sun. Two

little brilliant glowing iridescent red spots
that rippled into an extraordinary red lace
frill on the cloud horizon before explod-
ing into the arc of the rising sun.

THE FIRST DAWN OF THE YEAR
2000

Is it the first dawn of the mille-
nium? Were we the first to see it in Aus-
tralia? So many questions but what do the
answers matter?

The sight was wonderful. Thank
you for sharing it with me Alan.

“You are my traffic, my only traffic,
You make me happy when skies are bare,
You’ll never know how much I miss you,

Please don’t take my traffic away”

(Sung to the tune “You are my sun-
shine”)
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THE VIC. END OF MILLENNIUM FLY IN

BALLARAT NOV 26 - 28th

Ballarat Aero Club did us proud, also the Victorian weather. Thursday 25th saw 5
aircraft on the ground. (JVV was on home territory) and the flyin finished on Mon-
day 29th at Kyneton for an inspection of Mike Fishers hangar and project.

On behalf of the Airtourer Association I have arranged for a small plaque to sig-
nify our visit.

I would like to thank all members for the support you have given to our Vic. fly-
ins during the last decade, I now feel I should hand over to one of our younger
members to organise them for the first period of the new Millennium.

Attendance.

Maureen & Hugh Knox MWR
Colleen & Jack Murray MTP
Jean & Frank Murray CKE
Jane & Andy Morris FVV
Bonnie & Stan Tilley ‘ MTL
Marjorie & Peter Roche MOT
Sue & Doug Stott CT™™M
Phil & Angus Shulz ANI
Ralph Emery & Harry Couzins TPY
Mike Fisher & Dot Ross CND
Stuart Krichauff & Jerry Lawson MVI
Russell Muller Jvv
Wendy & Hector Blemings YVV
Chris & Albert Poon RV6 API
Pat & Bob Peak Ansett/car

Beryl & Lindsay Marshall

Dooreen & John Treble
Trish Krichauff & Pam Lawson

Apologies from Alan & Merle due to Merle’s performance at the Sydney Opera
House.

Hector Blemings
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Blood on the Southern Cross

Stan Tilley.

The proposed visit to Ballarat or-
ganised by Hector and Wendy as the Vic/
Tas end of year get together looked even
more interesting after Bonnie and I had
spent a night at Ballarat on the way home
from Cowra. There is a lot to see and do in
that City. This time we joined the early
birds and left on Thursday. A three and a
half-hour trip from Sandfly, in almost per-
fect conditions with a light headwind. Our
arrival was at 11:30am. We spent the extra
time at Montrose Cottage, the Fine Arts
Gallery, the Eureka Centre and the Old
Cemetery, places there would not be time
to cover in the main get together. What
really ‘blew’ us was discovering an origi-
nal Mechanics Institute Library. Still oper-
ating after 140 years of service and still
with books dating back to its opening
years. Amazing.

Others too had left early. Jack and
Colleen had to escape Cessnock before the
airforce ‘closed’ the airspace for an exer-
cise. Pat and Bob were driving from Syd-
ney whilst Pam and Gerry drove all the
way from Adelaide. Cancelled out were
Merle and Alan as Merle had a nasty fall
at the Sydney Opera House and was well
and truly laid low.

Friday weather was great in Bal-
larat but not so good for those arriving
from the North or East. Andy and Jane
arrived early so joined us in town and
despite low cloud and Southerly winds,
every one was there on time to book in to
the Sovereign Hill accommodation. Chris
and Albert arrived in their homebuilt RV6.
For four years Albert has been working
solidly. The result is excellent. Only fin-
ished in June the RV has already crossed

the strait three or four times. This trip,
with the aid of the tailwind, took only 2 %
hours from Hobart. Friday night we spent
at the Aero Club who not only put on a
barbecue but supplied buses as well. Won-
derful hosts.

After a pleasant night in either the
barracks or the Officers Quarters (very
comfortable and far superior, I am sure, to
the original 1850’s version), Saturday saw
us in the Sovereign Hill Complex joined
by even more ‘tourers’ who could only
make it for the day.

A very good operation. I had not
been there before so was most impressed
by the range of activities, working ma-
chinery, operating shops and working
craftsmen. The enthusiasm of the local
people was infectious, so it was fascinat-
ing to find out that it is a Community
non-profit project operated by the local
people. It deserves to be successful. For -
me some of the highlights were the mag-
nificent steam engine, the beam pump;, the
realistic miniature ‘Sound and Light” show
in the mine underground and of course
THE GOLD.

“ ‘twas Andy what found it!”

Just as well it was late in the day
when Andy decided to go panning in the
creek and really did find gold. Being a
disbeliever, I too had to have a go and also
panned gold. Surely the creek must be
‘salted’? It was with great difficulty that
Andy was eventually dragged away. But
he did have the ‘fever’ and I understand
was back in the creek early the next morn-
ing.

Saturday evening commenced with
an excellent meal at the Sovereign Hill
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Charlie Napier Hotel. The only problem
was that with so much to eat it was a bit
difficult to get time to complete the
dessert. Maureen would not miss out. First
it was a bit of glad wrap and then Mike
cleverly secreted the dessert in a nearby
tree for ‘ron’. Yes! Maureen was indeed
able to enjoy her Apple Strudel later on.

The BIG event was the “BLOOD
ON THE SOUTHERN CROSS” A most
dramatic presentation covering the build
up and events leading to Eureka and the
Eureka Stockade itself. Not a single actor
appears yet the effect is full of voices,
shapes, light and action. Very well done
with the audience being moved throughout
the area in a remarkably quiet, almost
ghost train. A fitting climax to a busy and
informative day.

Sunday morning for us was a quick
trip to the Gold Museum which also fea-
tured a travelling exhibition from the Aus-
tralian War Museum on “Australians in
France 1918” (Not quick enough said
some as the bus waited and ‘tooted’ for us
to board for a tour of the City.)

Another excellent meal put on by
the Aero Club enjoyed by all. Sorry, not
by everyone, as Jack had been feeling
‘proper poorly’ all the morning. In fact
Jack was so bad he decided not to fly on to
Kyneton where most were heading for yet
another session of wining, dining and gos-
siping. Bob and Pat drove Jack to Kyneton
where he spent a couple of days in hospital
with undiagnosed problems, before being
able to return to Cessnock for a good
checkout. Lindsay was deputed to fly with
Colleen. I gather he has not stopped grin-
ning. “Look at that rate of climb”.

Although very keen to see more of
the excellent work that Mike is doing on
his rebuilds at Kyneton, unfortunately we
had urgent commitments back in Hobart
so had to depart South. The return trip
took a fraction over 3 hours with Phil and
Angus taking 2 % hours in the CT4. Chris
and Albert had again beaten us in their
speed machine, by doing it in 2 % hours,
so we accepted their invitation to dine with
them to conclude a superb weekend.

For Sale
Airtourer Project, VH-PUR

Approximately 70 % complete. Fuselage totally rebuilt, complete aft of the firewall.

Toe brakes and metal fuel tank fitted. Wing complete and in jig, ready to be mated to

fuselage. Painting complete except for cowl. Mods to accept 160 HP engine incorpo-

rated complete with dynafocal engine mount. All new instruments. Avionics include
II Morrow GPS and transponder.

$25,000

Ph: 07 3823 2239, Mobile: 0414 985436, FAX: 07 3823 2539

Page 8



N K

w“ i

Airtourer Association Newsletter

February 2000

The President’s Fly-in 1999 - Cowra

Marjorie Roche VH-MOI.

Perfect weather allowed for a mon-
ster attendance this year to a popular des-
tination. For the early birds there was a
wine tasting at The Mill to demonstrate
one of the main attractions of the area,
well, one of the main reasons for being
there! The main reason of course was
flying especially as this was the first event
in a new Presidency.

The Friday night dinner at the Hong
Kong Chinese restaurant was one of the
noisiest on record, and it goes without
saying that we all must find the company
very pleasant and enjoyable.

Saturday: After the
ladies had visited their
favourite haunts and the Com-
mittees had finished their meet-
ings under the trees in the Mo-
tel garden, we were driven to
the famous Japanese Gardens ;
for a look at this wonderful - :
venue. This was followed by =+ -
a very pleasant lunch and some ’
very interesting sporting con- .
tests. The spectacle of our fear-
less leaders in martial comba
garbed in pink Sumo suits was :
something to behold, as well a
the most hilarious sight seen at
a Fly-ip for many a year. Two ™%

Leading from the front. Presi-
dent Knoxsan with his petite
wife Maureen (san).

Ed. The black and white ren-
dition of this photo does not
do justice to the brilliant pink
of the sumo suit!!

contests were arranged:

* Knoxsan v. Blemsan -2 rounds. Win-
ner: Knoxsan.

*  Sushi Stottsan v. Bewyl Marshallsan

—2 rounds Match: Drawn.

This was by far the most popular
spectator sport of the day and something
to be remembered for many a long day.
There were other items of interest ranging
from Origami to Quilting as well as the
beauty of the Gardens. The Tea Cere-
mony, Calligraphy, Potting and other
stalls provided variety to suit all tastes.
Thoughtfully The Mill was on hand with
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Sushi Stottsan v. Bewyl Marshallsan about to do combat sumo style !!!

samples of their wine for those who had
missed the chance on the Friday. When all
were finally rounded up Allan, our Guide
and very considerate Driver took some of
us to the camp site where the now famous
Breakout occurred. Surprisingly we were
able to still match up the trees from the
photographs of 1944 which were on dis-
play. Next was the Japanese-Australian
Shrine of Remembrance and the Garden
Cemetery but the highlight, voted number
one, was the Hologram of the story of the
Japanese POW Breakout at the Visitors
Centre. It was wonderfully presented and
indeed was a most realistic presentation.
Our day was completed with the
Hangar BBQ and all that deep and mean-
ingful conversation on things flying and
other topics. It was organised most effi-
ciently by The Cowra Aero Club and in
particular by David Shaw who also

helped with the arrangements for the fol-
lowing day.

Sunday: The obstacle race to the
Luncheon venue, known previously as
The Nav Trial, was to an undisclosed
destination. Some of heretofore-solid
couples were outed almost before it com-
menced. Some are reported as resorting to
the escape clause as soon as they became
airborne in order to maintain their in-
tegrity and to keep their Wedding Vows
intact. I think it must be “OBEY” that
caused the problem. With temper and
good humour restored most arrived in
good time or via the longer scenic route.(I
am told that Paul can help you out if you
have any problem with the location of

Young Airport.)
The surprise destination was [andra
Castle — a marvellous and imposing

Gothic Residence ( only 15 minutes from
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town) set in wonderful fields of golden
Canola as well as two airstrips. Margaret,
our hostess, served luncheon on the lawn
and our coffee in the Conservatory while
the peacocks strutted in the lovely gar-
den. And so did we! It was a most roman-
tic place with turrets and balconies. In-
side were wonderful stained glass win-
dows featuring flower designs from the
Arts and Craft period, beautiful timber
paneling and a private Chapel and Bap-
tismal Font (in the Grand Manner) The
sitting and Dinning Rooms were beauti-
fully furnished and some of the bed-
rooms had marvelous half tester beds. It
was a huge house and wonderfully excit-

ing to be there. We enjoyed dinner in
town on the Sunday evening at Ilfra-
combe Cottage Conservatory. Another
large attendance which just goes to show
that we are all getting to the stage of
being able and happy to extend our stay
whenever possible. Cowra has much to
offer and thanks to the great planing of
Hugh and Maureen this wa a most enjoy-
able weekend. We anticipate another
visit there in Sakura Matsuri with great
pleasure. Thank you both. Great effort!

The plans for Inverell are in hand .
It promises another good time for once
again.

Spark Plug Fouling

Spark plug fouling in your aircraft
engine may be a problem. It is desirable
to reduce the problem as much as possi-
ble. Textron Lycoming Service Letter
192 provides information that may be
very helpful in reducing spark plug foul-
ing. To aid our readers, the entire text of
the latest revision to Service Letter L192
is printed here:

"In many cases spark plug fouling
resulting from the tetraethyl lead (TEL)
in aviation fuels can be reduced or elimi-
nated by proper operating techniques.

"The problem of lead fouling arises
when low engine operating temperatures
coupled with a rich mixture prevent the
complete vaporization of the TEL. Under
these conditions, lead deposits can form
in the spark plug electrodes, causing mis-
firing. By establishing and maintaining
proper engine operating temperatures, the
TEL can be kept properly vaporized and

pass out the exhaust system.

"However, the Champion Spark
Plug Company has designed a spark plug
which will reduce or eliminate the effects
of lead fouling. The spark plug REM-37-
BY can be used in the following engines:
0-235; 0-320; 10-320-B, -F, AIO-320;
LIO-320-B; 10-320-A, -D, -E; AEIO-
320; HIO-360-B; HO-360; O-360-A, -C,
-E, -F; 10-360-B, -E, -F; AEIO-360-B,
-H; 0-360-B, -D; IVO-360; VO-360-A,
B.

"For operators experiencing lead
fouling, the following operating recom-
mendations are made:

1. By use of the spark plug recom-
mendation charts, be certain the proper
plugs are installed. Do not simply replace
the same part number of those removed.
A previous mechanic may have installed
the wrong plugs. Reference latest edition
of Service InstructioniNo. 1042.
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2. Rotate top and bottom spark plugs
every 25 to 50 hours. Top plugs scavenge
better than the bottom ones.

3. Proper adjustment of the idle
speed (600 to 650 RPM) fuel mixture, and
maintenance of the induction air system,
will ensure smooth engine operation and
eliminate ‘excessively rich fuel/air mix-
tures at idle speeds. This will minimize the
separation of the non-volatile components
of the high leaded aviation fuels greatly
retarding the deposition rate.

4. The engine should be operated at
engine speeds between 1000 and 1200
RPM after starting and during the initial
warm-up period. Avoid prolonged closed
throttle idle engine speed operation (when
possible). At engine speeds from 1000 to
1200 RPM, the spark plug core tempera-

- tures are hot enough to activate the lead
scavenging agents contained in the fuel
which retards the formation of the lead salt
deposits on the spark plugs and exhaust
valve stems. Avoid rapid engine speed
changes after start-up and use only the
power settings required to taxi.

5. After a flooded start, slowly run
the engine to high power to burn off harm-
ful lead deposits, then return the engine to
normal power.

6. Keep engine operating tempera-
tures in the normal operating range. Too
many people think the lower the tempera-
tures the better. Keep cylinder head tem-
peratures in normal operating range by use
of normal power and proper leaning. Use
oil cooler baffles to keep oil temperature
up in winter.

7. Use normal recommended leaning
techniques at cruise conditions regardless
of altitude and re-lean the mixture with
application of alternate air or carburetor
heat. If aircraft is used as a trainer, sched-
ule cross country operation whenever pos-
sible.

8. Rapid engine cool down from low
power altitude changes, low power land-
ing approach and/or engine shut-down too
soon after landing or ground runs should
be avoided.

9. Prior to engine shut-down the en-
gine speed should be maintained between
1000 and 1200 RPM until the operating
temperatures have stabilized. At this time
the engine speed should be increased to
approximately 1800 RPM for 15 to 20
seconds, then reduced to 1000 to 1200
RPM and shut-down immediately using
the mixture control."

Why Rotate Spark Plugs

The Positive and The Negative

The policy of rotating spark plugs
from top to bottom has been practiced by
mechanics and pilots for many years. It is
common knowledge in the industry that
the bottom plugs are always the dirty ones
and the top plugs are the clean ones. By
periodically switching the plugs from top

to bottom, you get a self-cleaning action

from the engine whereby the dirty plug
placed in the top is cleaned, while the
clean plug replaced in the bottom gradu-
ally becomes dirty. Based on this cleaning
action, a rotational time period must be
established.

Due to the ever-increasing cost of
aircraft maintenance and a desire to get
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the maximum service life from your
spark plugs, the following information is
offered on the effects of constant polarity
and how to rotate plugs to get maximum
service life.

The polarity of an electrical spark,
either positive or negative, and its effects
on spark plug electrode erosion has long
been known, but has had little effect on
spark plug life in the relatively low per-
formance engines of the past. However,
in the later, high performance, normally
aspirated and turbocharged engines
where cylinder temperature and pressure
are much higher, the adverse effects of
constant polarity are becoming more
prevalent. As you can see in the picture
comparing spark plug wear, when a spark
plug is installed in a cylinder that is fired
negative and is allowed to remain there
for a long period of time, more erosion
occurs on the center electrode than on the
ground electrode, and when a spark plug
is fired positive, more erosion occurs on
the ground electrode than on the center
electrode. From this we can see that a
periodic exchange of spark plugs fired
positive with those fired negative will
result in even wear and longer spark plug
service life.

To get a polarity change, as well as
switching the plugs from top to bottom,
the following rotational sequence is sug-
gested. First, when removing the spark
plugs from the engine, keep them in mag-
neto sets. After the plugs have been ser-
viced and are ready to be reinstalled in
the engine, make the following plug ex-

change. For six cylinder engines, switch
the plugs from the odd number cylinders
with the plugs from the even numbered
cylinders. For example, switch 1 with 6,
2 with 5, and 3 with 4. On four cylinder
engines, you must switch 1 with 4, and 2
with 3. During the following operating
period, each plug will be fired at reverse
polarity to the former operating period.
This will result in even spark plug wear
and longer service life. This rotational
procedure works equally well on all four
and six cylinder Lycoming engines ex-
cept four cylinder engines equipped with
the single-unit dual magneto. This is a
constant polarity magneto and the only
benefit to be gained by rotating the plugs
is the reduction of led deposit built up on
the spark plugs when a rotational time
period is established and followed. An-
other exception occurs on a few four
cylinder engines where one magneto will
fire all of the top spark plugs and the
other magneto will fire all of the bottom
spark plugs. If the plugs are rotated as
previously recommended, a polarity
change will result but since the plugs do
not get moved from top to bottom, no
self-cleaning action by the engine will
occur. This may result in the necessity to
clean the bottom plugs at regular inter-
vals as these are always the dirtiest. For
those engines with magnetos which fire
all top or bottom spark plugs the choice
of rotating plugs to change polarity or to
obtain bottom to top cleaning action must
be made by the aircraft owner or the A &
P mechanic.

Lycoming Flyer.

The previous two articles were reprinted with the permission of Textron Lycoming
who advise that they are authentic and represent official Textron Lycoming policy.
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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES......

ALAN WOOD, P.O.B. (Poor old Bastard).
(Interrogated at The Sheriff's Office, Lockington on
18th March, 1999. Aided and abetted by Whisky
and Dry).
Role in the Airtourer Association? Committee Man.
When did you become involved with the Airtourer Association? At the Inaugural
meeting, not at the first meeting at Griffith, but at the Royal Aero Club of N.S.W.,
with Dick Sims, Harry Couzins, Bob Page, Vick Walton, Alf Coleman ex AESL.
We decided to form an Airtourer Association, which was subsequently consoli-
dated at Griffith.
Your occupation? LAME spanning 61 years. Joined Aircraft industry at the be-
ginning of 1938 as Apprentice Aircraft Engineer at Mascot, and continued with 6
years RAAF service, and after war - 12 years with Airlines as a LAME. The re-

- mainder of time in General Aviation embracing 6 years with Victas.
(No wonder all the Pilots keep 'picking your brains'.)
How were you introduced to Victas? 1returned from an Overseas trip, and Victa's
Department Civil Aviation Surveyor, Alan Temple, said, "These people are going
places, you should join them on the ground floor".
Where were you born? Granville, N.S.W.
Where have you, and do you live? All in the Sydney Area.
Aircraft Type & Registration? AT 115, VH-MUL.
When did you buy this Airtourer? 1966.
Any interesting stories about the Aircraft's history? Company Aircraft loaned to
Rockhampton while theirs was being modified. The Pilot returning it to Victas ran
out of daylight and ideas near Wyong (NSW)! I went up as Victa Rep. and organ-
ised it’s salvage. Whilst waiting repairs Victa suddenly folded and the Aircraft
was sold to me by the Victa Company.
Have you owned any other Airtourers? We own a Super 150, allotted registration
POB (You know what that means!) in undamaged but dismantled condition, ex
Denmark.
How come? A friend in Denmark, David Hill, owned this Aircraft, OY-ARF, and
shipped it out to me in preparation for his return to Australia. Sadly, shortly after
his return he passed away and we purchased it. The Aircraft is being rejuvenated -
hopefully to be airborne before being grounded as a geriatric pilot.
What year did you gain your pilot's licence? It took me from 1940 to 1962!
Total hours flown? Still about 4 1/2 thousand.
Longest trip flown? 90 hours in one month. Flew around Oz, then up the centre
to "The Rock", then to home.
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What was one of the most memorable flights you have done? In 1997, battling hot
searing northerlies for 5 1/2 hours between Head of the Bight and Giles. These
winds grounded us at Giles in a Roadhouse for 3 nights.

Who is your favourite Co-Pilot? My first (& only) wife (Merle). Most useful oper-
ating throttles and mixture when I had my left arm in plaster.

Most humorous moment in flight? Between Maryborough and Bundy. in mod. to
severe turbulence, my smoking pipe (I used to smoke pipes) became dislodged from
its stowage, spewing glowing contents to the floor. I went to retrieve, calling to
Merle, "Fly her". An unusual attitude caused me to look up and find Merle gone
under the seat! Corrected A/C. Yelled again, "Fly her". Incorrect alt. again.
Merle gone again. A/C corrected, Irate pilot said, "What's wrong with you". Reply
was, "I thought you said 'Fire' and I was trying to get the Fire Extinguisher out from
under my seat"! (The moral of this story is "Smoking is a Health Hazard")

Other interests? Our kids and their interests, and perpetual motion (maintaining
our home).

Favourite Food? Seafood.

Favourite Drink? Beer - there's two kinds - good and better.

Favourite Music? Popular classics.

Favourite Sport? Aeroplanes.

Do you, or did you, have a nickname, and what is it? "Blue".

How did you acquire that? By being a fiery red head as a young bloke. (Ask
Randy Green).

If you were Prime Minister of Australia for ONE day, what would you change for
the betterment of Australia? Return of Capital Punishment for the appropriate
crime. Don't neglect National Defence
Forces. Australia before the Party!

What is/was your greatest extravagance?
My first wife! I'll suffer for this answer!
If you had a spare million dollars what
would you do with it? Spread to deserv-
ing Charities, not forgetting battling young
Aviators.

Any further comments you wish to add?
I'll never forget over 6 decades ago, I was
the kid looking over the Aerodrome.
(Alan, you're not a POB, you have so
much to share, and have done so much.
This interrogation was not worthy of what
you really are to the Association, and
we're privileged to have you as a 'partner
in crime'. You are convicted to 'keep on
keeping on', and I'm willing to share more
whisky and dry for more stories, espe-
cially the jokes. The Sheriff).
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Letter to the
Editor

Attention: John O'Halloran, Secretary, Airtourer Association
Dear John,

I have some marvellous news. Old Bar Airstrip has finally been saved. The
Greater Taree City Council last Wednesday the 19th rescinded it's motion to turn the
Airstrip into sports fields. We the coalition of Airstrip supporters are now planning a
reopening "Old Bar Heritage Pageant and Fly-in" on the 8th and 9th of April as
part of the district's Heritage Week Celebrations.

Due to insufficient space being available, until late on Saturday afternoon, to set
up a static display of aircraft and vintage vehicles it has been decided to request
visiting aircraft arriving on Saturday to land at Taree and then participate in a mass
fly-in to Old Bar on Sunday morning. An informal celebration dinner will be held on
Saturday evening, 8th of April at the Old Bar Beach Bowling Club. The organising

. committee will provide transport to the dinner from Taree and return.

The Airstrips historic importance and subsequent listing by the National Trust has
been a major factor in achieving it's return to operational use. It was arbitrarily closed
in 1994 and since then the Council has lobbied for conversion into sports fields by
implying that it was unsafe and that there were no alternative sites. We therefore see
the reopening as an opportunity to involve all the community in an appreciation of the
airstrips history and current usefulness to aviation.

We are very keen to have the Airtourer Association back at Old Bar. Although
final details of the events on Sunday are yet to be decided, it is envisaged that the Old
Bar Airfield will be open for operations from 0800 EST on Sunday 9th April, the
'Official Opening' taking place at 1100 EST. I will let keep you informed as the
planning progresses. Meanwhile If you have any suggestions or queries please give
me a call or you may contact our secretary who is the local Postmaster.

Contact information

George Wilson

Secretary,

Old Bar Airstrip Support Group

C/- Post Office

Old Bar 2430

Telephone BH 02 6553 7203 AH 02 6553 7987

Regards

Heville French

for the Old Bar Airstrip Support Group
knives@netvigator.com nevfren@ibm.net
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