November 1998

AIRTOURER Newsleno_ i
ASSOCIATION

Dedicated to the preservation and continued airworthiness of VICTA and AESL Airtourer Series
Aircraft

NEWSLETTER

http://www2.0zland.net.au/cavok/ata.html



Airtourer Association Newsletter November 1998

i Editor, John O’Halloran

P.O. Box 778, FAX: (07) 54425180
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone: (07) 54476604
Email joh@hk super.net
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advertisements are to be with JOH by 15 January 1999.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $10.00
Large advertisement $20.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy
direct to the publisher.

EDITORIAL
: Tony Matthews final Pesident’s Fly-In recently was a great success. It was
good to catch up with some old faces and new ones also. I have attempted to include
as many ‘people’ photos as possible so that those who are unable to attend may be
able to put a face to a name. In return I would request photos from some of our more
remotely located members.

Planning is well under way for the next AGM, our 21st birthday. Doug Stott
has included an update on page 15. The Committee has decided that a more formal
procedure for election is required and details are included on the last two pages.

You may have noted some additional incoherent groups of letters on the front
page. This is an internet address for the unofficial Airtourer Association web page
which is maintained by Doug Stott. Those of you with internet access should check it
out.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Safe Airtouring.

Jotin O Falloran

I

Cover photo: DDZ over Parkes showing the lineup of visiting Airtourers and other
aircraft. Photo courtesy of Rick Evans.

TDiscIaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd. ‘
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{

Letter to the
Editor

o l\\

August 22, 1998
Dear Editor,
Re: Newsletter No. 87 cover

What is going on? Newsletter No. 87 without an Airtourer or Airtourer orien-
tated people on the cover!!!

Shame  Shame Shame
If you hear noises in the night, it may be Henry and D.O. visiting.

Yours,

Stan Wnight

(Past Sec.)

s
Calendar of Events

Victorian Fly-In
Latrobe Valley, November 28-29
Details last newsletter.
Contact Hector Blemings 03 56242421 or 03 98595793

QLD Christmas / New Year BBQ
Noosa , 2 January 1999
Details page 14

Annual General Meeting 1999
Mildura
19 to 21 March 1999
See page 15
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The Far Side.

|
| Stan Tilley.

The Tall Ships Festival scheduled for

Hobart in February meant a feast of sail
and fun was to happen. Andy and Jane
had some years ago spent a very happy
time sailing around the Tasmanian Islands
in a ship called the ‘Eye of the Wind’.
When it was found that the ‘EYE’ was
one of the visiting square riggers - well -
Andy was insistent that we all have the
opportunity to experience life before the
mast. We did not need much encourage-
ment. Before long the word was around
and fourteen intrepid ‘Airtourers’ had
signed up.

Now Bonnie and I have and continue
to enjoy, tremendous hospitality from ou
‘overseas’ tourers so we decided that i
was our turn to be hosts. We would

organise a wine tour for the adventurous |
who braved the mighty ocean - not only

in a square rigger - but by aeroplane as
well.

Without further ado, we climbed into
the blue campervan (Yes Peter, it is still
going and you will be pleased - no actu-
ally relieved to hear that I have had the
brakes and steering attended to) and
trundled off to the Tamar Valley. It was
most interesting. There were heaps of
magnificent B&B’s, lots of history and
the mandatory vineyards. I was born in
Launceston. Although leaving at the age
of 18 1 had spent much time riding push
bikes in the valley but had almost not
been back since. The biggest change I
noted was that a large number of the
apple orchards had gone to be replaced
by vineyards. (I did spend a little time on
the Tamar getting my flying boat en-

dorsement. This included interesting
‘tricks’ like flying under the Batman
Bridge, striking a floating log and punc-
turing the hull and casting off too soon
before I had the fuel injection motor
started and drifting on to the rocks. “Ho
Hum”).

Anyway back to the proposed trip. A
second reconnaissance of another few
days and we hoped that we had the mak-
ings of an interesting trip. Five days and
nights and there was so much to do we
would travel, in a hired 12 seat bus, not
much over 500 kms.

Back in Hobart, in keeping with our
usual ‘try to do everything’ syndrome we
had added house alterations to the list.
New bathrooms, new cupboards and a
couple of bay windows. Four of the party
were going to stay with us. “No trouble”
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said the builder. “It will all be finished | transport and they found beds at the
before the first guests arrive”. Casino. The following day a ‘plane shuf-
Some of those not familiar with the | fle had the aircraft at Sandfly.

water crossing had very sensibly been in By the time the others arrived all was
fairly constant touch. They had planned |just about completed but we did have
Latrobe Valley to Flinders Island, stay| one near disaster when a new mirror
the night and thence Sandfly the next stuck on the wall only a few hours before
day. - Time was getting short. The{decided to ‘leap oft’” and smash itself to
weather was perfect so rather than lose | bits when Jane was in the room behaving
the brilliant sunshine they left a day early 1 herself. "Sorry Jane”.

and as it was only 3 hours to Hobar‘tj Soon we were all established and
anyway did not bother to stop at|‘doing’ the townin styleina 12 seat bus.
Flinders. iThe food was great and the company

“Hi Stan! We are here. We are not at | even better. Seven of Henry Millicers
Sandfly we are at Cambridge” Two days little “babies’ were stacked away at
early! There were builders, painters,  Sandfly.
plumbers and offsiders working but alas' A day or two around Hobart and then
- no toilets. I had no transport at Cam- | it was off on the high seas. The boat trip
bridge. The additional accommodation |was fascinating but my admiration for the
was booked two days hence. | Captain Cooks and William Blighs of the

Not to worry. We soon had the early | ‘old world’ soared. The square rigged
birds set up in the blue campervan for ship will not sail to weather at all so

Fran and Jane up the bow sprit (the pointed end)
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|

White Knuckle Stuff. Andy and Jaﬁe up:i

| the mast.
L

basically where the wind blows you go. |
How they managed to sail “around the |
world is amazing. No wonder so many
. were wrecked. We spent four days on
board. If it had not been for the Gardiner
diesel to sometimes get us where we
wanted to go we could have taken four
weeks. Hauling the sails, manning the
wheel and even up and down the masts, it

was all good fun. The little cabins were}

At anchor in Adventure Bay

very comfortable and the food was excep-
tional. Graham Saunders even farewelled
us with an aerobatic display in MTC.

Back to Hobart all too soon. We did a
seven ‘plane formation over Hobart then
flew up to Georgetown where another 12
seater awaited.

So Bonnie was back in her Tour Guide
mode and Stan did not run off the road
once. From Gold mines to Fern Glades to
the Vineyards we hope it all went well.
Finally the time had come for all to depart
to Griffith for the AGM. (Bonnie and 1
slipped back to Hobart and came up a day
or so later). To those who participated I
want to say “Thank You”

However there were two people that
Bonnie and I especially want to thank and
they were not even on this trip.

They are John and Doreen Treble.
‘Thanks John - Thank you Doreen’. We
always thought that you did a fantastic job
in organising Airtourer Tours right back
to the Simpson desert days. Now we
know just what a wonderful job you did.
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President’s Fly-in 1998

Jan & John O’Halloran

The President’s fly-In at Parkes this
year had special significance, as after 10
years it may well be the last President’s
Fly-In there. Traditionally it is held on the
3" weekend in September but for a cou-
ple of reasons, including weather, Tony
Matthews delayed a few weeks. How-

ever, weather still was a factor. Two

years ago I had to turn around due to
weather so this year we launched out of
Maroochydore (MCY) IFR. Cloud and
visibility weren’t much of a problem this
year but wind was. On the ground at
MCY it was gusting a maximum of 28 kts
so it wasn’t much of a surprise to find the
Gazelles used by the training schools still
firmly tied down. Now if they used a
proven proper training aircraft the
schools could have still been earning
money!

Our route took us over the Queens-
land, New South Wales border ranges
and these combined with a strong wind
made for a bumpy ride. The same charac-
teristics that make the Airtourer pleasant
to aerobat also increase the workload in
turbulence, especially IFR.

The first stop was Gunnedah for fuel.
Gunnedah is a regular stop for us heading
on southern trips with no landing fees and
a refueller who is there within 10 minutes
without a callout fee.

On arrival at Parkes on Friday after-
noon we were surprised to find 10 aero-
planes already there. The biggest surprise
was IOF which Rick and Deb Evans had
flown down from Cairns. Living in Cairns
Rick and Deb don’t often get the oppor-

tunity to get to the Fly-Ins most of which
are held in the South. IOF was first to
arrive, landing on Thursday. Stan and
Bonnie Tilley also planned to arrive on
Thursday and a welcoming party awaited
them. Now Stan and Bonnie didn’t arrive

‘until about 10PM which brought new

meaning to the term ‘party’ for those
waiting at the Parkes Aero Club bar.

The Friday dinner saw about 40 mem-
bers enjoy a rather rowdy evening. The
party was in full swing when somebody
mentioned the time was midnight and the
proprietor wished to close up.

Ron Stiebel told a Viagra joke which
then started a flood as everyone seemed
to have heard one. I bet the makers didn’t
expect the pill to generate laughter as
well! However there could be a down-
side, see page 14!

Saturday morning saw members wan-
dering the main street of Parkes in twos
and threes joining into larger groups for
breakfast. Ron Stiebel and Denise or-
dered bacon and eggs but were unpre-
pared for “country” sized servings. To
top it off the plate was also piled high
with chips. Not quite what they expected
in the morning. Later they were seen
walking to the airfield in a vein attempt to
burn off some of the calories.

A Committee meeting was held at
Tony’s place and this will be reported
elsewhere.

Meanwhile the flight line was becom-
ing more crowded. The morning arrivals
were served a hearty lunch by the Aero
Club. Afterwards local flying activities
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_Eop left: Doug and Sue Stott
| with their matching aeroplane |
shirts. The black and white photo |
does not do justice to the colour
of the shirts! Top Right: George
Penfound telling another tall
story but Bob Peak doesn’t look
convinced. Middle Left: Doreen
Treble and Cath Kelly. Above:
One of the regulars of Airtourer
Fly-Ins, Alan Wood.

’ Above: Gerry and Pam Lawson who flew their
\LIOO, MTTL, from South Australia
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| Above: Harry Couzin,
Ralph Emery, Bill
Miller and Peter
Hurst. Left: Hector
| Blemings and Paul
Cary discussing CT4s |
and CASA. . Below -
Left: Dot Ross, Lind-
say and Beryl Mar-
| shall. Below Right:

‘ Col Taylor with essen-

\{tial supplies.
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op Left: Peter and |

; Marjorie Roche. ‘
| Top Right: Debroah |
Evans ‘
Above Left: Merle
| Wood and Pat Peak |
Above Right: Jan ‘
O’Halloran 3
| Below Left :Greg
E‘Wardman, Marg

| McMaster and

Nikky Wardman.
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commenced with formation, aerobatics and | Unfortunately the regulator said that the
streamer cutting. As I landed after one|old was out but they didn’t yet have a
session of formation with Andy Morris, |system to implement the new, so no flying.
Stan Tilley suggested we launch again to Saturday evening was the traditional
welcome Doug Dow. Once airborne we dinner at the Aero Club. As usual the
invited Doug to join for a four ship forma- | |catering was great and the evening was
tion over the town and airfield. Although loud, sometimes riotous, always enjoyable
Doug readily agreed we didn’t realise he and with lots of laughs. A raffle for a bottle
had been going for nine hours battling | of scotch whisky with a Parkes Aero Club
headwinds. At one stage on the climb he T-shirt as 2™ prize was won by Pat Kelly
had a ground speed of 28 kts and almost which meant he drew the 2" prize
turned back. After about 30 minutes Stan | ticket...... which was his own! Pat sensed
in the lead asked if we had had enough. |that the crowd was not pleased so he
Before Doug or myself could answer Alan | redrew the 2" prize before disappearing to
Wood as number two said no. Desplte\secure the scotch in the Debonair. On
both Doug and myself being ready for a return he drowned out any dissent with a
break we couldn’t very well be shown up | fine (and loud) rendition of Danny Boy. As
by someone as “senior” as Woody. So usual there were a few brief speeches with
continued more, box, line astern, echelon |one notable exception. George Penfound
............. did not tell a religious joke. I'll let the

It was good to see Des Heffernan there | photos tell the rest of the story of that
with the Aircruiser and other friends from | night.
the south coast with a Mooney and a|  On arrival at the Parkes airfield next
homebuilt Zenith. Now Jan and I have a morning we found that the Aero Club had
problem with a two seat aircraft and a four | obtained weather forecasts for the whole-
seat family so pressure was applied to Des | of the eastern states. On close examination
to sell us the Aircruiser. Des told the  some of the members decided to skip lunch
following story to illustrate when the air- and head straight home to avoid an ap-
craft would be available. He received a proaching front. While this was a wise
phone call from his grand-daughter who | decision they missed an excellent lunch.
asked him to make a sound like a frog. He Sunday lunch was a BBQ at
said he could but asked why. The little girl | ‘Timaldra’, a property 22nm NW of
replied. “Mummy said we can all go to Parkes owned by John and Adele Allan.
Disneyland when you croak!!” Well Des, if | Although Timaldra is a farm strip, for this
you would like to accompany your family ; event it boasted it’s own rescue and fire
to Disneyland we could probably come to \ fighting facilities, provided by a tender
an arrangement. | from the local Bush Fire Brigade. One

By the evening a total of 32 aircraft | Airtourer pilot was heard to mumble
including 25 Airtourers, the Aircruiser and | something about them having heard about
six other types had arrived. One notable | his landings!
exception were the CT4s, grounded by|  Timaldra is an old property (by Aus-
bureaucratic problems. It would appear%tralian standards), and we have watched
that the original five year permit to fly was | John and Adele develop the homestead
being replaced by the new regulations. over the past couple of years. The BBQ
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' Aero Club and Liz Matthews around the BBQ

[

Above Left: Geoff and Janette
Roberts.

Above Right: George Penfound
and Roy Riddel.
Left: Dot Ross cleaning the wind- ‘
shield of CND. ‘

L
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was held in the fully enclosed pool area |north the cloud cleared permitting VFR.
that has a large BBQ, kitchen and other | Most of my trip home was with 20 to 25
facilities as well as being heated and air- i degrees drift which prompted the follow-
conditioned. Country hospitality saw that | ing exchange with Brisbane Approach.
none went hungry and ground rolls on “For separation turn left 340,”
takeoff were extended! On return to “I am heading 340,”
Parkes the remaining aircraft were tied “In that case, turn left 320”. Next day
down as the dark frontal clouds ap- Pat Kelly followed a similar track home
proached. | and the wind that was on my beam was on
The next day saw low cloud and light | his tail. ... luck of the Irish!
continuous rain. Roy and Judy Riddel 'Overall a great way to finish the 10 year
made the first decision and booked an-itradition of the President’s Fly-In at
other night in the motel. I eventuallnyarkes. Thanks Tony and Liz for a well
launched IFR and after a quick look ad-!organised weekend and special thanks to
vised the remaining VFR pilots not to | the Parkes Aero Club for their warm
bother waiting. Of course less than 50nm | welcome and excellent catering.

Parkes ‘98 Attendees

EQA Liz and Tony Matthews MWR  Maureen and Hugh Knox
MRF  Beryl and Lindsay Marshall COI Jan and John O’Halloran
CND Mike Fisher & Dot Ross MOI Marjorie and Peter Roche
BQK Doug Dow SHR George Penfound & Pat

PCC Paul Cary MUL Merl and Alan Wood (POB)
MTI Pam and Gerry Lawson MVR (Aircruiser)

MOG Nikky and Greg Wardman ~ Val and Des Heffernan + 1
MRL Col Taylor & Marg Mc Master RVC (Debonair) Cath and Pat Kelly
BVV Peter Hurst IOL (A36) Janette and Geoff Roberts
CTM Sue and Doug Stott AOJ (Maule) Margaret and Steve

DDZ Jane and Andy Morris Roberts

CRK Doreen and John Treble HZF (Mooney) 3

MTP Colleen and Jack Murray DID (Zenith) 2

CKE Jean and Frank Murray XPR (Cardinal) Lorraine Howson &
MTL Bonnie and Stan Tilley Ian Poyitt

TPY Ralph Emery & Harry Couzin | Car Wendy and Hector Blemings
IOF Deborah and Rick Evans ~Graham Wood and Rowan
ovVv Judy and Roy Riddel with Joan

MOH Ron Stiebel and Denise Bill Miller and Gladys

EQG Pat and Bob Peak

Stu Hilsberg’s Move. Stu has taken up a new job in Melbourne and the contact de-
tails for him in Tamworth are no longer current. However, his mobile phone and in-
ternet address will find him.
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1PILOTS CAUTIONED ABOUT VIAGRA USE...

' The “eight hours from bottle to throttle” rule got a bit of company last week when |

' media attention focused on an article in the Fall edition of The Federal Air Surgeon’s
Medical Bulletin. The author, U.S. Air Force doctor Donato J. Borrillo, M.D, rec-
‘ommends that male pilots should wait at least six hours after taking the anti-

‘ 1mpotency drug Viagra before flying. The article suggested to AMEs that taking Via-

'gra in the hours before flight could possibly lead to certain “problems.” Borrillo
warns that there is a slim possibility that use of Viagra can impair color vision. That,
in turn, he surmised, could lead to a reduced ability to distinguish between the com-

'mon instrument display and taxiway light colors.

| From the Internet.

QLD Fly In and BBQ
Sunshine Coast, 2 January 1999

; Just when you thought the Christmas and New Year festivities were over here is
1 another BBQ. On the other hand if you are looking for an excuse to stay sober then
| you can fly in.
The venue will be the O’Hallorans airstrip between Tewantin and Cooroy on the
Sunshine Coast. Unfortunately the strip is not recommended for Airtourer 100s or
‘ 115 but alternative arrangements can be made. It is located 330 ° / 13 NM from Ma-
‘roochydore, (OCTA), or S 26°24.8° E152° 57.8 on the GPS. If you wish to fly in
' then call for a more detailed briefing.
Access by road is from the Cooroy to Tewantin road then turn south into Dath
} Henderson road. After 1 km turn left into the airstrip and follow the dirt road to the
'blue hangar. It’s about 1 ¥ hours drive from Brisbane.
‘ In order to keep the catering simple, BYO meat and drinks and Jan will supply the
| rest.
| Since it is an easy drive venue we will go ahead if the weather is wet, cyclone ex- |

| cepted. Please call John or Jan if you are able to join us or require more details.

Ph: 07 54476604  Fax: 07 54425180 Email: joh@hk super.net
R

e

| F“or Sale

| Upgrade your old and tired Flight Instruments.
Modern D.G. and A H. (AH Pre-set to 7 Degrees tilt as needed for the Airtourer)
$450 each or $850 the pair

Bob Peak Fax/Ph. 02 9525 2471




Airtourer Association Newsletter November 1998

1

1999 Annual
Convention and
Fly-In

Mildura

PROPOSED PROGRAM

It is intended to hold the fly-in event over three (3)
days from Friday 19 March to Monday 22 March 1999. Members will be encouraged
to Fly-In from the Thursday. At this stage there will be no planned activities on the
Monday. It will be a fly home day.
Thursday  Arrivals of the early birds.
Friday Fly-in Arrivals. In the afternoon it is planned to hold one or more
forums on subjects related to the Airtourer.
A civic reception will be held hosted by the Mayor at 5pm.
Saturday  Morning - Free time or shopping etc
Afternoon - Flying activities at the airport including either a Navigation
Trial or a “speed” event.

Evening — A 21st birthday party. Dinner, Cake, speaker, music....

An event not to be missed.
Sunday 9.30am Paddle Boat ride to lunch venue - Trentham Cliffs Winery?
AGM and Co-op meeting to be held on lower deck of boat.
11.30 Arrive at winery for lunch.
Transport available for those that must leave from about 1pm.
Paddle boat returns to Mildura after lunch.
Free time
Dinner - BBQ at the Aero Club

50 rooms have been booked at the Grand Hotel and the Commodore Motel
and this number will be reviewed on an ongoing basis. Bus transport will be provided
for major events and a minibus will be available as required for transport to and from
the airport.

A mailout to all members and non-members has taken place and this will be
followed to all CT4 owners in the next week or so. The MRCC will be conducting a
promotional mail out in November, which will include further details of the event. A
registration form and details will also be mailed to all at this time.
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Flying America 1998.

Stan Tilley

We all know that there is something|747 and T was interested to spend a little
special about pilots. After all within 30 |time in the cockpit. On previous trips in
seconds of walking into a room one is|the 747 I was enthralled by the view from
aware that there is a pilot there. Yes that the cockpit and could easily see why the
is about how long for that pilot to tell you. ‘pilots had chosen those seats. Then on

But there is something special and it one trip I was shocked to see the wonder-
has probably got nothing to do with the  ful panorama covered up by the newspa-
particular person who can often be rather ‘ pers that the flight crew were reading.

pigheaded and superior but rather with the
fact that as pilots we can experience some
things which are different.
" The other day for instance I was flying
at 3,500 ft down a beautiful valley. On
coming to a fork in the river I turned to
the left and there smack in front was a
massive 13,000 ft mountain.
Sunlight and cloud dappled the snow

covered peak with the almost vertical cliff

dropping straight down to the river bed.
Breathtaking. It seemed impossible that
we could escape from this magnificent
monster but as we flew towards it the ever
tightening valley did a turn to the right
and we continued past and below the
mountain. :

The place was in Alberta in central
Canada. The mountain was Mt Robson,
just one of thousands of peaks that we had
seen in our multiple crossings of the
Rocky Mountains.

We were there as part of Bernie Sar-
roff’s Australian ‘Flying Safari’ which
took us from Los Angeles to Anchorage
in Alaska and back. Also in the Safari
were Hugh and Maureen Knox who
shared an aircraft with us and Doug and
Fran Beckwith.

The flight to the USA was by Air NZ

‘However, no doubt with the help of the
|Pilots Union things have now been
\changed. No need for view blocking
| newspapers as this aeroplane had individ-
'ual TV screens fitted to both sides of the
lpanel. There appeared to be almost none
iOf the round instruments as I know them.
|1 can only hope that the programs sup-
plied were of more interest than those
showing on our home TV. Certainly the
| crew had very little to do other than watch
‘ TV as I was told that on arrival at LA the
aircraft could and would land itself. With
the aid of GPS (note this you doubters in
CASA Australia) 1 was told that the aero-
plane could land with a ceiling of 22 ft. As
'the cockpit is 50 feet from the ground the
crew would still be ‘in the cloud’.

In America we hired a fleet of aircraft
from in and around Los Angeles. We were
'required to get a United States licence, do
a US BER and we were away. As there
were over thirty pilots in seventeen aero-
'planes this took a few days which enabled
'us to do a little sightseeing in LA and in
| particular start getting used to the Ameri-
can accent. (the Yanks kept telling us that
they could not understand our accent but
of course we knew that they were the
ones with an accent - not us!) I thought
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that it was no problem but Bonnie does
keep reminding me that maybe it wasn’t
always that easy. As we were on radar,
traffic was quite often given. “9725
Bravo, traffic for you is a Lear 12 o’clock
your altitude”

“Looking- 25 Bravo”

Anyway advisory kept saying some-
thing that sounded like” Traffic nine and |
catching” After a couple of repeats we, |
Hugh and myself, were still unsure and
were busy craning our heads and saying
to each other, “We can’t see anything,
will we ask him to repeat again?”

An exasperated Bonnie from the back |
seat says “I don’t know what you arei
fussing about. What he is saying is
“TRAFFIC NOT A FACTOR” |

We had been looking forward to the |
excellent service promised by the FBOs.
FBO stands for the Fixed Base Opera- |
tors. There are aerodromes or as the !
Americans call them Airports every-
where. Within 30 miles of LA there are at |
least twelve airports for smaller aircraft
and by smaller 1 mean aircraft from a
single seat Pitts Special to a 737 with
heaps of smaller business jets and others |
in between. Each Airport supports
around five or six FBOs who are very
competitive and vie for your custom for
fuel (gas) and services. ‘

We had been reliably informed that
some FBOs employ young ladies with
very short skirts to act as ‘bat girls’ who |
would rush out and wave you in to their |
particular FBO and supply - --- well we
don’t have to go into all the details. We |
were also reliably informed that the secret
was to slink down into the pilots seat so
that the girls had to really really stretch |
up to make sure that they could be seen. ‘

Yes ! The service was excellent but |

we only got ‘batmen’ - no girls. Never
mind - one batman deftly rolled out a
piece of red carpet as we alighted from
the aeroplane. The aircraft was then
whisked away, refueled, windscreen
cleaned, parked and tied down whilst we
enjoyed coffee in the waiting room. I like
1t

There is heaps more traffic. There,
probably because of Murphy’s law, to fill
up the airports. Incidentally if you make
Irish jokes in America DON’T. A lot of

| the Americans are very Irish so you have

to tell Polish jokes. Which reminds me of
the two Poles, Paddy and Mick, who
were passengers on a twin. Anyway one
engine stopped but the pilot assured the

| passengers that the aircraft was quite safe

on one engine but would just be a lot
slower and that they would arrive late.
Where upon one Pole turned to the other
and said “Well Paddy, to be sure, to be
sure | hope that the other engine does not
stop or we will be up here all night.”
There would appear to be two main
differences in traffic control. First there is

|radar coverage over almost the whole of

North America so almost all aircraft carry

'a mode ‘C’ transponder. Second it is

unnecessary to talk to anyone on the
radio except when actually landing or
taking off. For instance our main base in
LA was Van Nuys. Van Nuys is about 15
miles from LA international but is busier
than Bankstown with parallel runways
operating all the time. The drill is listen to
the ATIS then call tower at about 8 miles
out. However even with this minimal talk
there is often so much traffic that it is
difficult to get a call in. On one occasion
I was unable to get a word in and was
being referred to as “There is an aircraft
1/2 a mile behind you and 200 feet below
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but he‘s not talking”. I finally got through 3
whilst on a 3 mile straight in final.
“Cessna 25 Bravo you are number 3 clear
to land” Sometimes we were number 5.

The best thing about this is that there
is no panic or insinuation that you have
done anything wrong therefore you can |
concentrate on the other traffic visually
(and the fog and smog in LA has to be
seen to be believed). The controllers defi-
nitely convey the message that they are
there to help you rather than to enforce
sometimes unnecessary regulations. Also
control areas are better designated so that
it is possible to overfly airports at realistic
heights without talking. However you do
listen out and are encouraged to talk if
you think it is necessary. There is actually
a VFR lane over LA international which
we used four or five times. It passes over
the airport at 3500 ft one way or 4500
the other and you don’t have to talk to
anyone. Imagine this happening at Syd-
ney!

Military control zones are much less
restrictive and usually a route ( or as the
Americans say “A rowt” ) is available on
request to the area frequency. One of our
aircraft decided to fly over Death Valley
and then requested to fly over Edwards
Airforce base to regain track. Edwards
would be at about 2000 ft altitude. “No
problem maintain, 4000- squark 4231”

Mind you it is still possible to intrude
on restricted airspace. It was in fact the
leader of the Safari who got a wonderful
photo opportunity of two Fl6s as they
flew alongside his 182 and later sug-
gested that he ‘talk’. Those who know
Bernie will appreciate that he is quite a
character. This is emphasised by the fact
that Bernie either has no teeth or cer-
tainly talks as though he has no teeth.

Anyway it was a ‘scream’ when Bernie
spoke to the US Airforce

“Listen I have 20,000 hours and have
been a CFI for nearly fifty years and am a
member of the Guild of Airmen — so
don’t you give me a hard time.”

The carriage of transponders also en-
ables the use of ‘Flight following.” This is
an optional service available on request
and is virtually similar to our IFR flight
cover with frequency changes and traffic
given on route. As it is an optional ser-
vice the Flight Service can decline to
offer it if they are too busy.

Radio advisory services, similar to
our now defunct country flight service,
operate at many US and Canadian remote
aerodromes. These give some weather,
traffic and the runway in use enabling
straight in approaches. Other airports
have the equivalent of the CTAF but
often this is operated as a Unicom by one
of the FBO’s to give a better service.
Some of our pilots found this a little
confusing and treated the radio advisory
as a full tower service by asking for
clearances to taxi and so on. Only once
did the confusion get serious when two
Aussie pilots attempted to land in oppos-
ing directions on the same runway.

On this trip we were blessed with
exceptional weather. The lack of wind
despite the enormous peaks was amazing.
Several times I tried to get up to date
weather but decided that our Met service
in Australia is miles ahead. It seemed to
be just not possible to get a fax showing
the low lewvel chart and terminal weather
for our déstinations even though a whole
TV channel was devoted to very general
weather forecasts for the ‘lower 48’ with
almost nothing for Alaska. Flight Service
operators insist on a personal fronting up
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but were rather, like our own Flight Ser-
vice personnel of old, very pessimistic.
For instance after waiting around for
hours at Juneau it was frustrating to find
the weather had been flyable on our route
for many of those hours.

Our trip was all flown VFR. No that’s

not correct we actually flew IFR (I Fol- |
low Roads) most of the way. With hun- |
dreds of mountain peaks over 10.000 ft I |

think 1 would be very wary about real
single engine IFR. In particular we fol-
lowed the Alaska highway or the AL-
CAN as it is known. This was a wartime
route pushed through in 1943 at incredi-
ble speed to get supplies through to Rus-
sia. It has now been taken over by
Canada and continually upgraded. We
were initially puzzled by the hundreds of
bus-like vehicles plying the road
Eventually we realised that these were
the famous (or notorious) RV’s, Recre-
ational Vehicles all headed North for the
summer. The size of these vehicles varies
from 8 to over 12 metres so at first it was
not surprising to note that many small
cars were tucked in behind the RV’s and
not game to pass. But then these little
cars never seemed to be passing. A closer
inspection of one revealed a notice in the
rear window which said “Stop honking,
I’m pushing as hard as I can.”

Actually the little Hondas and Suzukis
were being towed on a fixed drawbar to
act as commuter transport once the RV
park was reached. We were later to find
out all about RVs. We slept and travelled
around the Anchorage area in one. The
RV was quite pleasant to drive but I did
have some trouble as everyone seemed to
be on the wrong side of the road. Still
with plenty of horn blowing we managed.

Perhaps the biggest emergency for the
whole trip occurred before we left LA.

We were given a briefing by a FAA
official and were expecting a run down
on the slightly different procedures. In-
stead we were told of:

300 ft trees that would hide an air-

craft forever,

mountain winds that would pluck us

from the sky,

bears that would reach out and claw

us, and

forget about life jackets as the water

was so cold that we would be dead in

three minutes anyway.

We were also told to take a tent, axe,
sleeping bags and a gun. At this stage one
of the ladies interjected and asked:

“Is the gun to shoot the bears or the
pilot?”

It did sound sensible to take emer-
gency food and water but why a couple
of kilos of salt?

“It’s so wild that if you go down and
are lucky enough to shoot a moose, it
‘could take weeks to find you and you will
'need to salt the meat to preserve it”

The advice to land on the road in an
emergency sounded fine until we saw the
vast numbers of RVs. 1 later decided that
this advice was given for statistical pur-
poses. After landing on the road we

' would be sure to be squashed by a RV so
would not count in the aviation stats but
would be classified as ‘road kill’.

Our leader wanted to cancel the trip.

Actually if we had had an emergency

' we would have been better off landing on
the trains. These were at least two kilo-
metres long.

In the event we only had one emer-
gency when a brand new Cessna had a
wheel catch alight after a long taxi in the
heat at Salt Lake City International. SLC
loved it . They got to use five fire engines.

A lot of fun.
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Incidentally on a trip such as this | value.

Alaska bit I could not help thinking that (Notes: forming the basis of a talk
we who have learned to fly in Tasmania or | given by Stan Tilley, at the Annual dinner
who regularly fly our small Airtourers in|of the Tasmanian Aero Club in Launces-
not such good conditions are extremely ton 29/8/98)

fortunate. Our mountains may be small |
but we get the experience early of
wind,cloud and in particular of flying over
water. This experience was of tremendous

Victa 100/A2 118

s
Z

General Condition 7/10 Engine Recently ‘Topped” 1600 HTR
VHF, ADF, Trans. Mode C, Garmin 100
$40,000
George Penfound, 02 62542532

As this will be the last Newsletter for 1998 our
President Tony Matthews would like to thank the
Committee and other members of The Association

for their enthusiastic support during the year and to
wish you and yours a

MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY NEW YEAR AND
SAFE FLYING.
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THE SHERIFF OF

LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES.....

KEN AND JEAN BELL

Interrogated at their residence, 229 Mains Road, Sunnybank (Brisbane) on 1st Au-
gust, 1997, as they are both GUILTY of missing recent Airtourer meetings. They
were found to be in very good health, after Ken's knee operation - which kept him
grounded, and I'd say also due to both having given up smoking!!! My Deputy
Marshall and I were not bribed by the lovely lunch and afternoon tea of cream
sponge and Ken's favourite steam pudding - eaten cold as a cake!

Ken, what is your Role in the Airtourer Association? Joint Queensland Rep.

When did you become involved with the Airtourer Association? 1981.

Your occupations before retiring? Ken? Works Supervisor in Civil Engineering.
Jean? Dental Nurse. Worked in Ammunitions Factory in WW2., and now Ken's
unpaid servant.

Ken where were you born? In Melbourne, an only child, and had 2 step-brothers.
Dad was a Clerk with the S.E.C.

Jean, where were you born? In Charleville, I was one of eleven children. Dad
was an examiner on the railways for 44 years.

I guess Ken, due to being in the Services, you have lived in a few places?

Caulfield (Melbourne) until World War 2. 1 had 6 years in the Army. Trained at
Puckapunyal, served in the Middle East, Papua New-Guinea, Islands and Borneo.
Then Caloundra and Brisbane.

Here Jean interrupts, showing off Ken's 'Efficiency Decoration medal - "K.W.
BELL E.D." Well done Ken.

When, and where, did you marry? 1944 in Brisbane.

Any family? 2 Daughters, 1 Son (deceased), 8 grand, and 3 great grand children.
Aircraft Type & Registration? RQH AT150 (TOUR).

When did you buy this Airtourer? 1977.

Any interesting stories about previous owners? It was a Training Aircraft for the
Royal Queensland Aeroclub. It was one of the Club's four aircraft which won the
'1997 Australian Formation Flight".

Have you owned any other aircraft?  Airtourer MRZ, also a Mooney CBA.

Jean do you enjoy flying? 1used to hate it, but I talked myself out of it, because 1
was scared Ken would leave me home. Have you had any ambition to obtain a Pi-
lot's licence? No, too nervous.

Ken, what year did you gain your pilot's licence?  6th April, 1977.

Page 21



Airtourer Association Newsletter November 19938

Total hours flown Ken? 1140.30 (Not every Interrogation is the Log Book handy!)

Total hours flown Jean? 1140.30 less Mooney hours flown by Ken.

Longest trip flown? Airtourer Central Australian trip, and home via Mt. Isa,

Townsville, and coastal.

Ken, what was the (or one of the) most memorable flights you have done?  Carby

Ice at 700 feet over Bass Strait.

And yours Jean? Hit a wind sheer at 7000 feet and lost 1000 feet, and finished up

inverted!

Jean's most humorous moment in flight? Ken weeing in bottle - "You hold stick"!

That's when I learned to fly!

Ken's most humorous moment in_flight? The Mooney had a full load, including 12

feet of Airconditioning ducts. When we started unloading, we cut the tapes of the

airconditioning ducts and pulled them out in unconcertina fashion. Observers eyes

popped as 12 feet lengths came out!

Other interests, Jean? Cooking and gardening - it's relaxing.

Ken your other interests? Tinkering with things mechanical. My Grandson said, "If

Poppy goes to the hospital Gran, who is going to fix things?"

Your Favourite Food? (Jean) Savoury foods. (Ken) Seafood.

Favourite Drink? (Jean) Tea. (Ken) White Wine. Johnnie Walker Black Label if I
. could afford it.

Favourite Music? (Jean) 1 like and I can understand - Light Opera, none of this

rock stuff. (Ken) Light Opera.

Favourite Sport? (Jean) Watching Cricket, Tennis & Swimming on TV.

(Ken) Once was a runner. ‘

Do you, or did you, have a nickname, and what is it? (Ken) "Donga"! (I won't ask

how he acquired that!).
(Jean) "Puddey". How did you acquire that? From my Dad, I was a skinny little
thing.

Ken, If you were Prime Minister of Australia for ONE day, what would you change
for the betterment of Australia? Wipe off all indirect taxes and replace it with direct
tax that you can see.

Jean, If you were Prime Minister of Australia for ONE day, what would you change
for the betterment of Australia? Sack the lot of them and let the women take over!
Jean, What is your greatest extravagance? 1 haven't got any, I hate shopping and
spending money.

Ken, What's your greatest extravagance? Functional Tools. (Jean quips: "He's
mad about them!")

If you had a spare million dollars what would you do with it? (Jean) Give it to the
kids. I hate to see the kids stuck for things. (Ken) Give it to Jean, she'd get rid of
it. No, I'd tie it up in trusts for the kids and grand-kids.

Thank you Ken and Jean for giving me the opportunity to do a jjoint interrogation’
and for your hospitality when my Deputy Marshall and I visited. The cake and pud.
was yummy..... The Sheriff.
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¥

AGM 99 - Committee Elections

At past AGMs formal election of a committee has not been necessary.
Historically a member proposes that the outgoing Committee be re-elected en-mass
and the proposal is carried by acclamation.

At the last AGM both the President and Treasurer advised that they would
not be standing for re-election. The meeting of the Committee at Parkes decided that
a more formal voting arrangement should be used at the next AGM. The Committee
felt that although many of the members were unable to attend the AGM they may still
wish to vote.

After much discussion the following arrangements will be used:

1. Nominations will be called. A nomination form is included on the back page of
this newsletter.
2. A person may nominate for more than one position. Votes will be counted for

the positions in the following order: President, Vice-President (two positions),
Treasurer, Secretary and two other Committee positions. Obviously a success-
ful candidate for higher position who has also been nominated for other
positions will not be included in that ballot for the other position at the AGM.

3. Nominations will close on 15 Jan 99, this being the deadline for the next
newsletter.

4. The proposer is to include a brief, (5 sentences), supporting statement to be
published in the next newsletter to help members in deciding their vote.

5. Ballot papers will be included in the next Newsletter for those members unable
to attend the AGM to submit by post.

6. Tony Matthews and John Treble will act as returning officer and scrutineer.

(One wag suggested this was a good arrangement as one knew the legal
aspects and the other could count!!)
Postal Votes are to be sent to Tony who will hold them till the AGM.
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Airtourer Association

Nomination for Election to the Committee

I nominate for the position of:

President

Vice President (Two to be elected)

Treasurer

Secretary

Committee (Two to be elected)

(Delete those position(s) where not standing.)

. Nominated by

Seconded by

Signature of candidate:

Date:

Supporting Information (Max. 5 Sentences):
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