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'EDITORIAL

| The membership renewals are flowing in and so far we have a net gain in
membership. Michael Sutcliffe and Geoff Stevens have resigned from the Association
having sold their aircraft. We thank them for thir support and wish them all the best for
the future.

We have had four spouses joining with Roy Riddle, Colleen Murray, Wendy
Blemings and Jan O’Halloran joining as members in their own right. Additionally we
have four new members, Dot Ross, Dave Riley, Max Thompson and Michael
O’Donnell. Dot has been seen at some of our Fly-Ins already with Mike Fisher. Dave is
with the RAAF at Amberley and although not flying with the RAAF (yet) he is an
active private pilot and presently doing NVMC training. Michael is from Brisbane and
has a share in RQH while Max from Mt Evelyn, Victoria is the “other” operator of
MUY. To all of you a hearty welcome, and we hope to see you soon at a Fly-In.

Safe Airtouring.

Jotin O Falloran

Cover photo: Tony, does this bring back memories? A Spitfire at Wanaka, photo
courtesy of Doug Stott. See Bill Pennell’s article on page 7.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

!
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17 May 1998

Dear Yota.

I received my copy of the May
newsletter yesterday, and was very inter-
ested to read about Bill Miller’s experi-
ences in his Turbulent and his interview
with the “Sherift”.

Under his “most memorable flights” 1
think he must have forgotten the flight he
had with me in 1985, October 20th, ac-
cording to my log book, when during
Bill's stay with me in Suva, we went for a
short jaunt in my Airtourer 115, FBD
from Nassau Airport over Suva, and up
the west coast to Pacific Harbour. On the
return leg, we ran into some rather nasty
CB’s, a not unusual occurrence in the
region, and were treated to some rather
spectacular flashes of lightning, which at
times were uncomfortably close. I no-
ticed Bill had a rather strange look on his
face, and he suggested that perhaps we
should be heading for home.

I sold FBD to the Tongan Govt., in
1986, for military training purposes, and
during sale negotiations with their Com-

Committee News

Letter to the
Editor

manding Officer, he asked me if it would
be possible to mount two 16mm machine
guns in the wings. I, rather facetiously,
said it would probably be O K. as long as
the Pilot didn’t fire both guns at once, as
the Aircraft would probably stall.

For some unknown reason FBD was
put into storage and never reassembled.
Subsequently it was severely damaged by
a hurricane, then submerged in flood wa-
ters, and finally left to the mercy of van-
dals.

I re-acquired the remains two years
ago, shipped them to N.Z. and am cur-
rently involved in a complete rebuild,
with the wing well on the way to being
finished.

1 understand that FBD, number 151,
was the demonstration model sent to
N.Z. prior to AESL’s commencing con-
struction. It was subsequently purchased
by “Screw Air” in Fiji and 1 acquired it in
the mid 70°s.

AHlan Jessop

Whangarei,
N.Z

The committee formally meets on a couple of occasions each year however
the business of the Association continues between these gatherings. Usually with
the help of the phone, fax email and snail mail. The major item of business at pre-

sent 1s the 21st AGM.

Mike Fisher made a number of suggestions on the format of the next AGM.
The President has therefore formed an ad hoc sub-committee of Mike Fisher, John
Treble and Doug and Sue Stott tasked with promotion and conduct of the event.
You will be hearing more from this committee in the near future.
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AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION (Inc. in N.S.W.)
20th Annual General Meeting
Gemini Motel, GRIFFITH, N.S.W.
Sunday, March 29th 1998

OPEN: 8:37 AM.

APPOLOGIES: J.O’Halloran, R.Graham, G Rutherford, F Tyfel, F. Murray,

W .Pennell, L.Howson, P. Carey, R Merridew, G.Wood, E. Sage, D. Heffernan, A.

Temby, P.Bons.

MINUTES OF ‘97 AGM YARRAWONGA: As read by Barry, (published in

May ‘97 Newsletter).

BUSINESS: As there was no business arising we went straight to Tony’s ‘97/°98

report.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 169 Members (144 Australia and 15 overseas) Our As-

sociation is in great shape, indicated by very successful fly-ins during the year. A full

report in May Newsletter. (S. Tilley/P.Roche)

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Tony read John’s report. (It will be re-printed in May

Newsletter. (R Stiebel/L.Matthews)

TREASURER’S REPORT: John presented his report and spoke to it. A complete

report in May Newsletter. (R.Stiebel/P.Roche)

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS: Tony declared all positions vacant. Ron

Stiebel moved “that all out-going Committee be re-elected and be appointed to their

existing positions.” Seconded by acclamation.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1. Doug Stott moved “that Andrew Ronald be recommended for Life Member-
ship”, seconded by Bill Miller. Tony pointed out that an award of this nature has
to be approved at Committee and be given notice for the forthcoming AGM.

2. Bill Miller suggested we think of ways to encourage new and younger Members.
Stan Tilley suggested we capitalise on Andrew Temby winning his section in
aerobatics at the recent A L. A.C.’s

3. Lindsay Marshall we send news items to all aero clubs.

4. Doug Stott suggested that, it being 20 years since Mildura AGM (*79), that

should be the venue for ‘99.

John said that next year he would be delivering his 20th, and last, Treasurer’s re-

port.

6. Tony said that he would not be standing for President, next year.

:Jl

CLOSE: Meeting closed, 9:05
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GRIFFITH ‘98 Members & Friends Attending.

Aircraft VH-
SHR

ovv

RQL

MUL

MOH

MWR

MTP

YVV

CT™

MKL
TPY

CND
DDZ
BVV
EQA

BIR

Crew

G. Penfound

R. & J. Riddell

S. Hilsberg

A. & M. Wood

R. Stiebel & Denise
H. & M. Knox

J. & C. Murray

H. & W. Blemings
D.Stott & S. White

I. Donavan & Peter

H. Couzin & R. Emery
M. Fisher & Dot Ross
A. & J. Morris

P. Hurst
T. & L. Matthews

A. Ronald & Bernice D.

Wearne, B Kitchell

Aircraft VH-
CRK

MTI

DAM

XAF

RQH

MRF

MTL

MOI1

MOG

Jvv
MUY
MVI
CMG
RVC
IOL

CAR

JOHN TREMBLE

THAT S GOT TO BE%

Crew

J. & D. Treble

G. & P. Lawson
E. Sage

D. & F. Beckwith
K.Bell & R. Fergus
L. & B. Marshall
S. & B. Tilley

P. & M. Roche
P. Wardman & J.
Westman

R. Muller & C.
Bond

L. Dyer & M.
Thompson

S. Krichauff

W. Miller

P. & C. Kelly
Geoft and Janette
Roberts

B. Gray, C. Gray
A. Gray.

Editors Note: In some of the correspondence leading up to the AGM John Treble’s
name was mis-spelt.
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S0 THATS WHAT
THE PHANTOM WHISTLER
USED TO LOOK LIKE !

OVERHEARD AT THE GRIFFITH AGM

'VICTORIAN FLY IN
LATROBE VALLEY - NOVEMBER 28" — 29".

Saturday arrivals - lunch available at Aero Club. (Pies, Pasties etc.)

‘Saturday evening - Powerworks. This is a unique dining experience. Pre dinner
drinks and nibbles followed by a film and talk, then a twilight tour of the open cut
mine. This will be followed by a 3 course meal, wine, beer etc. included. Cost approx. |
'$40.00 per person. Bus will pick up from the Motel at 5.45pm and return around
11.30pm.

‘Sunday. Bus pick up at 10.00am to Sale for an inspection of Millicer Aviation
Industries and the new Airtourer. A BBQ lunch will be provided and we will return to
Latrobe Valley airfield by 2.30 -3.00 pm. Cost approx $10 - $12 p.p. For those staying ‘
Sunday night an invitation has been extended by the Aero Club to join them at their |
monthly dinner at the clubhouse. ($10.00p.p.)

Accommodatlon

'Rooms at Motel Traralgon have been booked but are limited. Cost is $45 - $50
‘double/twin. A deposit of $10.00 per person is required, please send to Hector
'Blemings, P.O.Box'1 YARRAGON, Vic 3823, preferably at Parkes or no later than
| November 1st. After this date own arrangements will have to be made.

\HECTOR BLEWMTNGS.
| Ph: 03 65342421
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VODKA
OVER
WANAKA!!

By Bill Pennell

Being unable to spare the time for a
repeat visit to Oshkosh in 98, we decided
as a consolation prize to go to “Wanaka”
instead. ~ With cheap packages on offer
we booked an extra week for some local
flying and touring beforehand. Some un-
principled person then decided to make
Griffith Fly-in a week later than usual - no
refund on concession fares, therefore
XVV missed the first fly-in since we
joined the Airtourers!!

On arrival Christchurch with Lynn &
lan Poyitt we found our transportation to
be a large motorhome, whose aerodynam-
ics obviously evolved from the same de-
signer as an “Irish Airbus”. We were
somewhat consoled by the price of diesel
fuel in NZ - 48c litre instead of 82c litre
for standard petrol. Truck driving experi-
ence in my mis-spent youth found me as
the P.1.C. designate, so we set off south
into gale force winds with some interest-
ing “rudder into wind” technique neces-
sary! (A loaded semi-trailer was blown
over near Dunedin this day), made Lake
Tekapo by evening, and the following
morning made a local flight in a C206
over Mt. Cook (to FLI35 without oxy-
gen) but cloud prevented a landing on the
glacier. Magic scenery but a new meaning
for “moderate turbulence” in the high

winds.

Next day, steamed further south to
Mandeville via Dunedin where we were
able to inspect the Croydon Aircraft Fac-
| tory which specializes in the restoration of
vintage De Havilland aircraft. In various

stages of completion were immaculate
Tigers, Leopard Moths, Dragon, Dragon
Rapide and Chipmunks. The weather was
somewhat desolate so they were not giv-
ing joyrides from their own grass strip;
nevertheless, highly recommended for a
visit and a snack in the canteen with a
menu ‘headed “NOTAMS OF THE
DAY”.

Proceeded west to Te Anau in view of
high winds further south. Here we did a
combined jet boat ride down river to Lake
Manapouri, with seaplane pick-up and re-
turn to Lake Te Anau by Marty of
“Water Wings”. The jet boat trip was
enlived during our 30 knot passage down
a deep canyon, by the C206 on floats
passing us from astern - unannounced - at
about 25 ft overhead and 120 Knots!

Next stop Queenstown, where we did
the usual tourist bit of “up the cable car,
steamer on the lake, Shotover jet boating,
etc” then to Air Wakatipu at Queenstown
Airport where three of us checked out in
a C206 with local pilot Mike Neemo. 1
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had the honour of the first leg, flying
Queenstown to Milford Sound through
the mountain passes at 8500 ft and the
most spectacular scenery I have ever seen.
The strip at Milford is on the only piece of
flat land for miles, at the head of the fjord.
The approach is overhead to the sea end
of the fjord, descend and fly ten miles
back between the cliffs which rise up
5-6000 ft on either side, keeping hard
over to the right wall (outgoing traffic
being on the left). The novelty of flying
round corners with a sheer cliff only a
couple of wing spans away and the occa-
sional waterfall rushing past in your pe-
ripheral vision definitely makes for DEEP
CONCENTRATION. An “S” turn
around the last cliff is necessary to get
onto finals with the aircraft shadow racing
ahead. I then learnt the technique of an
“Alpine short field approach” which con-
sists of full flap, nose up, lots of power,
the aircraft being held up only by the

pilot’s seat cushion!! this being entirely

necessary since the “go round” area at
Milford Sound is occupied by another
6000 ft mountain, therefore you DON'T.
One of those flights you never forget.
After a launch tour of the fjord, it fell

‘to lan to get us out of the canyon using

the reverse procedure, followed by a short
flight north along the coast, and thence a
passage through steep valleys to another
“aircraft carrier” landing on a grass strip
at Glenorchy. Here, the pilot change saw
Lorraine in the left seat for her first flight
as captain in a C206. She got us off the

‘rough 500 meter strip in short order and
completed the flight back over the moun-

tains, culminating in a perfect greaser at

'Queenstown (There - I said it!) We all

had some great instruction in mountain
flying from Mike, and upheld the reputa-
tion of the Airtourer Association. I can
thoroughly commend the experience to
anyone visiting NZ (though lan swears
that Aircraft Carriers do not have a large
hump concealed just over the threshold!!)
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Thence a 200 km drive to Wanaka
with the weather clearing, arriving the
day before the airshow where I was able |
to check out in a tired old C172 from |
“Aspiring Air”. We then set off in fine
weather and “strong” winds for a tour of
the Lakes and a wvisit to Makarora, an-
other grass strip about an hour away.
Increasing turbulence off the mountains
then caused a change of plan. On the first
bump someone in back complained that
the indentation in the head lining did not
fit her head - after the second bump, it
did!!! Discretion was assured by a diver-
sion down a narrow valley to the next
lake. The following sequence ensued -
GPS Ground speed 140 kts, climb 2000 |
ft/min on NO power - Descent 2000
ft/min on FULL power, GPS Ground
speed 50 kts. The scenery (as 1 recall)

was brilliant as we headed back to
Wanaka where the wind had increased to
30 kts gusting 40 kts down the runway.
Being Airtourer conditioned, I turned fi-
nal, hung on some flap and reduced
power, whereupon he piano keys became

(diverted (another one-way strip).

'Now we know why.

'Tim Wallace.

stationary! A hasty re-application of
throttle and five minutes of hearty
wrestling produced an ‘arrival’ about
halfway down the runway where we
stopped dead and needed cruise power to
taxi in. We saw Makarora airstrip later
(from the road) and I was glad we had
This
part of New Zealand is dotted with small
grass strips, usually at the end of a valley.
The favourite aircraft is a taildragger.
C180/185’s are
popular.

The airshow with a Russian theme
was a fascinating, well-organised two

{days of almost continuous display, and a

credit to all concerned. The main feature

' was the flight of five Russian POLIKAR-

POV I-16 Fighters, originally built in
1936 and used in WW2, recovered from
Siberia and rebuilt under the patronage of
These are a single seat
monoplane of Airtourer dimensions with
a 1000 hp Shetsov radial up front! The
noise .of five in formation in a low pass
was indescribable. Numerous other no-
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The public in general seems much more
knowledgeable and aviation orientated
'than in Australia. Our licences are accept-
table and most Aero Clubs can provide
C172 or C206 for hire, needing only a
| current Log Book and check flight of three
ror four circuits. Local rules away from the
| major airports are very similar to ours.
.~ We stayed mostly in “motor camps”
with communal kitchen, showers and facil-
ities; the duty cooks provided some inter-
esting meals with the odd local red. The
exchange rate is good. What can I say? -
' Go toit! A great trip and some memorable
flying experiences.

XVV et al

Photos thanks to Doug Stott.
table machines included the sole surviving
(in NZ) and just rebuilt Kittyhawk, Splt—
fire, Mustangs, Corsair, Grumman f
Avenger, Yaks 3 and 52 and, of course,|
the “Red Checkers”, NZ Airforce CT4’s
with smoke! Amongst other things, we i -
hitched a ride in the last surviving PBY |
Catalina in NZ, including a water landing - |
Fantastic!! E
The airshow was equal in quality to|
Oshkosh (the venue was better) and drew | .
crowds of some 60,000 over the threeijf
days. Space precludes further description | |
here; however, we have some good video |
(thanks to lan) and photographs to show
at Parkes for anyone interested. The loud
rendition of Russian “Songs from the
Volga Boatmen” over the P.A. system did |
get a bit much after two days! T'm told if’|
you drink lots of Vodka it sounds better! |
“Nasstrovia” to you too, lan!!!
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Farewell To Kai Tak
Jan O 'Halloran

It was with a feeling of melancholy
that the children and I touched down at
Kai Tak airport in late June, knowing that .
this was our last experience of the almos
infamous approach into Hong Kong.

Yes, it does seem strange to thin
that in a matter of days Kai Tak will be no
more after 73 years serving as Hong
Kong’s International Airport.

You cannot imagine the hype that is
everywhere in HK in anticipation of it’s
closure. Crowds of people six deep line
the airport carpark rooftops to catch a last
photo opportunity of the aircraft as they
make that final right turn and line up for
landing, skimming the rooftops of
Kowloon City in the process.

In Kowloon City it’s the same.

Crowds with cameras gaze upwards as the .
bellies of the jumbos roar overhead — al-
me wasn’t a picnic — they were always hot

most so close you feel you could reach up
and tickle their tummies!

Crowds in Hong Kong are not un-
usual, but this is different. The crowds are

standing in the middle of the road, dodging |

the trucks, minibuses, taxis and Mercedes
— and there’s no pushing or jostling for
position because all eyes are skyward,
waiting for that last minute thunder as the
aircraft passes over Kowloon City. The
cameras click and the waiting goes on,
hoping for a better shot or a bigger and
lower aircraft. I'd been in Kowloon City
years before trying to get one such photo,
but it was always hard to know exactly
where the aircraft would be and never

quite getting that special shot. Now with

only days to go [ had to have a go.

It’s hot and humid, (32 degrees C and |

' I’'m sure it will be fabulous ..

96% humidity), with the odd passing
shower and taking Kathryn & Mitch with

and thirsty and bored, but 1 think 1 did
manage to get a few shots. ...

The new airport at Chep Lap Kok
(CLK) will have the latest in state of the
art technology, (more to go wrong!. ed),
and handle 5 times the capacity of Kai Tak.
.. butitisa
long way out of town and will have none
of the spectacular Hong Kong scenery nor
that approach onto runway 13. As 1 write
this I’'m sitting in John’s apartment over-
looking Kai Tak and watching the aircraft
land and take oftf. Tomorrow night the

cchildren and I depart for home - our last

experience of Kai Tak.

Yes, I am feeling quite melancholy — a
part of history is passing.

June 1998
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John’s Thoughts. L activity.

I look out from my desk towards The airport normally shuts at mid-
"Kai Tak and still can’t quite believe that;night and opens again at 6 AM. During
it’s closed. Over the last ten months while | that time everything that could move did
I’ve been in this apartment I have spent | | move to the new airport.
many hours at this desk supposedly study- For me it started at 8 PM with a
ing but easily distracted by the activity | ‘briefing. 1 was to ferry one of the 30
only about a mile away. 3 aircraft from Kai Tak to the new airport at

With 80 parking bays in a relatively Chek Lap Kok (CLK). The brief was to
small area and a single runway handling | g0 to the aircraft as soon as it arrived
about 30 movements an hour it has always ' from it’s last commercial service into Kai
been seething with energy, movement and | Tak and prepare it to go whenever ATC
colour. All this ceased on the evening of could fit us in. My aircraft, an Airbus
5/6 July after one last incredible burst of A330, happened to be the last Cathay
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Pacific commercial flight to land at Kai
Tak. The passengers, not wanting to miss
a photo opportunity were wandering all

around rather than going straight to the

bus. They weren’t aware of the danger
they were in with numerous vehicles
swarming around the aircraft to unload it
and prepare for the next flight.

Eventually we were ready and so
the wait for a slot began. Just after the
last commercial operation out of Kai Tak
, a Cathay Pacific B747-400 to London,
we were cleared to taxi. Airborne at four
minutes after midnight we were on the
ground at Chek Lap Kok in another 12
minutes, an incredibly short flight for an
airliner. Basically it was airborne, left
turn 270 degrees and intercept finals. We
normally plan 30 minutes from a missed
approach to landing.

I had seen CLK many times before
but always flying overhead at 4,500 ft.
Actually approaching it was a new expe-
rience. The first impression as we broke
out of cloud at about 1,000 ft was that it
looked like just another airport. There

‘were lots of lights and they were spread

over a large area, just like any other
airport, except Kai Tak.

Once we left the aircraft another
adventure began, but that is better told
over a beer at a fly-in. Meanwhile the
most amazing part of the move was in full
swing. A convoy of about 1,200 trucks
was moving everything that could move
from Kai Tak to CLK. Specific routes for
each direction were blocked from normal
traffic by the Police. Also many roads
around Kai Tak were blocked to stop
sightseers. Pieces of equipment like cargo
loaders that were too big to load on
trucks and too slow to drive themselves
were loaded on barges to be towed
through the harbour. Although the first
day of operations at CLK had problems
the actual move went very smoothly.

Whenever 1 walk into my bed-
room | cannot help but look out at Kai
Tak. Despite being part of the event the
bare lifeless tarmac is still out of place
and I cannot help feel a tinge of sadness. .

Photos: Opposite page top - A B777 on late finals overflying the approach lights on
Kowloon City buildings. Opposite Lower - An A330 overflying the TV antennas.
Below: The view from my appartment bedroom, a B777 just airborne.
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Operating at
Kai Tak

John O’Halloran
The feature that
made Kai Tak interesting was
the terrain. It wasn’t that high
but it was close to the airport
and the approach paths. It
precluded a straight in ap-
proach to the preferred run-
way, (RW13), and required an
immediate turn after takeoff
for the other runway, RW31.
The approach to 13
used ILS equipment located
on a hill just to the north of
.the airport. The IGS,
(instrument guidance system
because it couldn’t be used for
landing), could be followed
down to about 500ft when a
turn through 48 degrees was
required to land. Sometimes
this turn was completed around 200ft and ' minima of 700ft and 2 Km of visibility
very close to houses. Even in Airtourers and you can’t even see the runway when
we are normally lined up by S00ft on you breakout. Initial guidance is a set of
finals but to commence the turn in a jead in strobe lights and these must be

200-300 ton airliner is quite unusual. ysed to initiate the turn in these condi-
Nevertheless it was not that difficult nor- tjong.

mally and for pilots ‘who epjoy hand fly- | In the winter the wind swings
ing it could b? quite satisfying. What ' more through E around to N. RW13 was
made it challenging was the weather. still used with up to 10kts of downwind.

The wjnd was nor_many frOm.the ' As the wind rolled over the hills it created
SE so was malnly head wind ora slight | some interesting shears and turbulence.
left crosswind component, this helped | There was no such thing as a constant

with the turn. It became interesting Whe”‘glidepath, the airmass was constantly
the wind swung around to the SW, i.e. changing.

from the inside of the turn. The tower Kai Tak has always been a good
controllers have many  stories  of place for photographers, even more so in
“interesting” approaches in these condi- it’s final weeks. There was a lot of pres-
tions. Couple this with cloud around the gyre not to mess up the approach and
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landing as it would be recorded. At least | Absolon and shows an unnamed airline
one airline found this out in a B747 when about to land....... sideways!! Mr. Boeing
they scraped an outer engine pod on the  builds them strong, but then he had to for
runway during landing. There were many | airports like Kai Tak.

photographers willing to sell their photos

to the newspapers. The attached photo

was taken by an old RAAF mate John

;;'Thanﬂkr You Mr Millicer"

Stan T illey

I had just completed the third aero- day.

batic display for the day. Actually it was On the last display the sequence
really the fourth. Not satisfied with the  seemed to come together (amazing what
standard of the first effort, despite people | a bit of practice will do) so as I taxied
ringing and commenting that it looked into the hangar 1 was feeling very re-
"Good" I had changed aeroplanes and laxed.

tried the sequence in the CT4. That was,  Now I know that it is not good prac-
not any better. So it was back to the tice to taxi in to the hangar but it's OK,
Airtourer and it had been a fairly busy my hangar is designed for it. Taxi in,
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switch off, open the canopy,climb out and | will have to) and then switch on the rotat-
lock up. Yes I was relaxed until I went to | ing beacon and hope my friend who lives

open the canopy.
The handle just rotated in my hand and
I was locked in.

The two pins which secured the oper- |
ating handle to the catch had sheared and |

dropped out.Without the pins the handle |
was as useful as --- well you all know |
those rather crude jokes don't you?. The

cause was simple - the fix was a little|

more difficult.

First thought- move the over-
centre catch by hand. Not possible, far too
tight.

Second thought - find the bits of the
missing pins. Surprisingly despite empty-
ing everything out before aerobating the
mini torch was in the pocket. Success - I
eventually found one bit of pin. Failure -

‘half a K away and who owns the strip
notices. Maybe Bonnie may start to won-
}der after a few hours and come and
look?Perhaps? Maybe not?

I could use the the tang in my belt
‘buckle. No I couldn't it is not that sort of
'buckle and doesn't have a tang.

Fortunately I can not operate the
Locator Beacon as although built in, it is
not one with an over ride switch accessi-
ble in the cabin. ( ASA would be pleased!)

It was starting to get VERY
FUGGY inside that canopy as I began to
get 'steamed up'.

I begin to think a little harder.
Now .Henry Millicer designed a lovely
little aeroplane. It has seats which are

excellent for a two hour trip. They are

the bit was a mere 2mm long and useless. | even good for a four hour trip. But for a
The rest of the pins probably went over- | |continuous 24 hours? 1 don't think so.
board as after all I had been flying around | | Therefore Henry would not have wanted
upside down. Well I will have to think of | (anyone stuck in that aeroplane for a day
something else. .or in my case it was looking like a week.

I could fly to Hobart and ask the Air | Henry would have provided something for
Traffic Controllers to leave the Tower and | just such an emergency. It had to be very
let me out. No I couldn't .I am facing into skinny and very strong.
the hangar and whilst I have seen aero-| Then I had it.
planes with reverse pitch propellers go| As I mentioned I had been doing
backwards this is not us.( Once I even saw | aerobatic displays so first I had to remove
a huge US Airforce Galaxy extricate itself | (without tools) the display smoke mecha-
from a very embarrassing situation by | nism from the passenger seat.
using reverse thrust ). . And there it was.

I could ring on the mobile '‘phone. No|  The seat webbing - held by those
I couldn't as I purposely left it in the 'horrible little spring steel clips which give
hangar (where I can see it) because I did| you hell when you are trying to replace or
not want excess weight.( I can also see,tlghten the webbing. Whip one strap out
two lovely split pins - the correct size and | insert one end of the clip in the handle and
all - sitting on the bench). |in two seconds I am out.

I could call on the radio. No I couldn't ~ "Thank you Mr. Millicer"
as being in the hangar it will not work. |

I could wait until dark (probably }
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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES.....

HUGH KNOX.

(Interrogated at Yarrawonga's A.G.M., March,
1997).

Your Role in the Airtourer Association? Co-operative Secretary.  Alan Wood's
Personal Assistant, and offer him lots of advice!

When did you become involved with the Airtourer Association? 1n 1980 at Parkes
A.GM.

Your occupations (before retiring)?  Managing Director of Aeroplane Jelly Co.
Having had 20 years with the Company.

Where were you born?  Bristol, UK. T came to Australia in 1953. 1 was single, it
was a wonderful dream.

Where have you, and do you live?  Bristol, Bowral, Palmwoods Qld., Sydney -
Clareville.

Aircraft Type & Registration? AT Super 150 VH-MWR,

When did you buy this Airtourer? At Latrobe Valley in 1981 1t came from New
Zealand from Pacific Aerospace.

Any interesting stories about the previous owner?  MWR was used by Pacitic
Aerospace as a Private Flying Club plane.

Have you owned any other aircrafi?  The famous WHO 100, I'm not interested in
any other aeroplanes, I'm a one-eyed fan

What year did you gain your pilot’s licence? 1976,

Total hours flown?  Approx. 1500.

Longesi trip flown?  Around Australia in 1996. Did 65 hours in 3 weeks: Sydney,
Townsville, Normanton, Adele's Grove, Darwin, Derby, Cape LaVeque, Broome,
Exmouth, Kalbarri, Pilbara, Kalgoorlie, Ceduna, Deniliquin. At Derby Maureen
had Bronchial Asthma, and I the 'flu.  We had the Tilley's as Company, and we
stayed at Stations wherever possible.

What was the (or one of the) most memorable flights you have done”?  The Simp-
son Desert crossing. 1 was involved in the Aeroplane Jelly sponsorship. (7/ank
you Hugh for your involvement with Sponsorship and Publicity).

Who is your favourite Co-Pilot? 1 like to go with Maureen, even if she won't steer
the plane.

Most humorous moment in flight? A trip from Carinda to Bankstown in a Beech
Bonanza. A passenger had a vicious Galah in a Banana Box. The Galah decided it
didn't like being in the box and started pecking at the box, making the hole bigger. 1
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was terrified of what might happen if it did get out! We landed just as it was about
to escape!

Other interests? Sailing, wood work, and the old car - the Bristol. I got the car be-
cause it was built by Bristol Aeroplane Co., and Aluminium like the aeroplane.
Favourite Food? Crispy skinned duck.

Favourite Drink? Glass of red, no - a bottle, more than 1 glass!

Favourite Music?  Anything classical.

Favourite Sport? Not swimming - sailing.

Do you, or did you, have a nickname, and what is it?  No.

If you were Prime Minister of Australia for ONI. day, what would you change for
the betterment of Australia? Resign the day of my resignation so I could take a
huge superannuation in cash. It is NOT my ambition to be Prime Minister!

What is'was your greatest extravagance? Being such a well organised accounting
person I don't think I've had any!

If you had a spare million dollars what would you do with it?  1'd become a big wor-
rier. It could ruin my life. 1'd worry that Maureen would get it and spend it ill-
advisedly!

Have you a Pet Aversion?  Allergic to Oyster shells but not the contents!

When a little 'Sheriff' interrogates a man twice her size she may have reason (o be
wary, but you are a Gentle Giant Hugh and I enjoyed the fun.  Thank you.
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PRESIDENT’S FLY-IN - 16th. 17th AND 18th OCTOBER 1998

PROGRAM

Friday. 16th October. 1998  Early Arrivals - book into motels

1900 hours - informal dinner at Coachman
Hotel/Motel

Saturday. 17th October. 1230 hours - Lunch at Aero Club

1998 1700 hours - Bus from airport to Motels
1830 hours - Bus from Motels to Aero Club
2030 hours - Bus to Motels

Sunday. 18th October. 1998 1000 hours - Bus to Airport
1100 hours - Depart to “Timaldra”
1300 hours - Barbecue lunch at “Timaldra”
p.m. - Depart at Will

“Timaldra™ is the farm owned by John
and Adele Allan. The property is
22n.m. from Parkes, has two grass
strips 800 and 1,000 metres in length.

Accommodation Has been reserved at three Motels:
Court Street, Motel - Ph: (02) 6862 3844
Hamilton’s Henry Parkes Motel - Ph: 1800 021 251
Coachman Hotel/Motel - Ph: (02) 6862 2622
Please contact the Motel direct to reserve a room.
There is some basic dormitory accommodation available at the
Parkes Aero Club - B.Y.O. sleeping bag.
After booking your room at the Motel of your choice. would
you please complete and return the following form.

Q -~

X — e S
PRESIDENTS FLY-IN - 16th. 17th AND 18th OCTOBER. 1998

TO: Tony Matthews, PO Box 74, Parkes 2870.

1, will be arriving in VH -

about hours on Friday/Saturday.

I will be accompanied by ~andl
have booked into the - Motel.

[ will be departing about hours on Sunday/Monday.
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' CalendarofEvents

President’s Fly-In
Parkes
17-18 October 1998
Details on previous page.

Victorian Fly-In
Latrobe Valley, November 28-29
Details page 6

Annual General Meeting 1999
Mildura
19 to 21 March 1999
See STOP PRESS !

STOP PRESS!!!

?The Airtourer Associations 21st Annual General Meeting.
119 to 21 March 1999

President Tony Mathews has announced major developments for the 1999 Annual
| General Meeting of the Airtourer Association.

The Mildura based event will be a significant event in the aviation history of
'Australia. It will be the last major event for the Airtourer this century as well as
the 21st birthday for the Association.
| A special Committee has been formed to plan and co-ordinate what will be the
{largest Airtourer event ever held. Members of the committee are Doug and Sue Stott |
who will be hosting the event at Mildura, John Treble and Mike Fisher.
~ One objective of the committee has already been stated, which is to have the
'MAXIMUM number of Airtourers and CT4s ever assembled at an Airtourer Associa-
tion event.
Regular updates will be provided as the date draws near.

The message to all members is clear.
Don't miss out - start planning and book your leave to attend the Mildura
AGM now..!.
| Contact Details:
Doug Stott  Tel: 03-5021 2614 Fax: 03-5021 2628
Email: stottd@mildura.net.au
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