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Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John
O’Halloran at the contacts listedl in another part of this newsletter. Please enclose 5
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Contributions and or advertisements are to be with JOH by 31 January 1996.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $10.00
Large advertisement $20.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy
direct to the publisher.

EDITORIAL :
Leonie and I made the pilgrimage to OSHKOSH and highly recommend such a »f
trip. We do not recommend the virus that John and other Airtourer members brought §
back with them.

Tried unsuccessfully to trace one of the US-based Airtourers, N6300V owned
by P.C. Carter of Camerillo, Ca. Many phone calls, trips and a postcard failed to get
any response. Would have made a nice article for the newsletter.

This editorial is being written at the Cooroy homestead of the O'Hallorans. I
am surrounded by technology and wonder how we managed to produce 20 issues of
the newsletter under such primitive conditions.

John O'Halloran has indicated that Jan and he are willing to produce future
issues of our publication following ratification at the AGM at Wallis Island.

Safe Flying.

MM'

As this will be the last Newsletter for 1995 our President Tony Matthews
would like to thank the committee and other members of the Association
for their enthusiastic support during the year and to wish you and yours a

* {¥erry Christmas, Rappy Rew Year and sale flying.

R R R R R RN

Page 2

B> A



A note from the printing room.

I have followed with interest the debate about the new smaller format for the
newsletter. Having dabbled in desktop publishing in the past I knew what John was
describing in his comments regarding ‘around $4,000° of computer equipment to
improve clarity and quality yet keep the cost down by retaining the A5 format. As I've
now moved back to Australia, and am living near John, [ volunteered to help by using my
computer equipment.

John wishes to step down as editor after five years and I'm willing to throw my
hat in the ring as a possible replacement. I've yet to see the result of the questionnaire to
see who else is interested.

Now for some technical matters. We are happy to receive amy contributions
including hand written however if you're going to the trouble of typing it we have some
requests.

- Use a large font (character size), and double spacing. A 12 pt font on a word
processor is good.

- If using a computer send the file on a disk, (either size), in an IBM format. I

use Word for Windows but we’ll accept any format plus if possible plain
ASCII text. If in doubt give me a call.

- If you’re an Apple user the disk would still be useful.

- If you have access to EMAIL my address is 76221,1135 on compuserv or

76221.1135@compuserv.com from the internet.

Finally an apology. Having offered to help John I then disappeared to Hong
Kong for a month so this issue is a little late. Additionally I've mislaid an article from the
UK, please don't be offended, it was not deliberate and we hope to hear more from our
overseas members. .

The print quality of this issue may also leave a little to be desired. Again this is
related to my time away and the urgency in getting the newsletter in the post.

Yol O Falloran
Ph: (074) 476604 FAX: (074) 425180
&
e
‘ M—
Calender of Events
Annual Convention and AGM
9-10-11 March 1995 at Wallis Island. (Near Forster /
Tuncurry)

Vic/Tas Christmas Fly-In to Tyabb,
; 2/3 December. See item in this issue.
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AIRTOURER ON STEROIDS

by Bill Pennell and Lorraine Howson

Ground checks complete, I line up in the
lumpy cross-wind and feed in full power.
With a snarl from the unsilenced engine,
acceleration pushes self and equally heavy
passenger back in the seat. A liberal dose
of right boot in to keep straight sees the
Airtourer through 75 knots and leaping
into the air in about 150 yds before I have
caught up. Hastily re-trimming, we climb
out at 1500 fpm in the turbulent air, turn
downwind, and are passing 3500 ft. before
crossing the coast only 3 miles from the
threshold. Leveling off, I spend most of the
next 10 minutes trying not to climb further
. into the TCA floor, all at 135 knots
indicated.

Another Airtourer pilot telling fishing
tales? Not so, for this Airtourer is a one-
off, created by CFI Ron Barry of South
Coast Aviation at Albion Park. Mike,
Victor, Papa started life as a 'l115";
however, it was felt that a little more
oomph would be nice, so the aircraft was
refitted with a trusty 0-360 of the 180hp
variety, necessitating a little shoe-horning
and panel beating.

After initial disappointment with the
specially made wooden propeller, the
engine was complemented with a three-
bladed constant speed, carbon fiber
composite prop from M.T. in Germany.
(Do not enquire about the price of all
this!!). The resulting performance is as
above described.

We continued the test with some 'old feller'
aerobatics and returned to circuit where 1
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discovered that MVP would rumble down
the glide slope like a normal Airtourer, but
only when in course pitch. Pulling power
in fine pitch produced a freight elevator
descent as though we had speed brakes!
The gusty x-wind combined with all that
power converted my normally smooth
landings into thumpers (that's my story,

anyway!).

I asked about fuel burn and was told,
"Don't know really- we never go anywhere;
just take it up and turn it upside down!"
(Remind you of somebody?). The aircraft is
finished off in a striking red, white and
blue sunburst paint scheme and re-
upholstered to match. The installation is
neat and professional and now fully
approved, after some hassles with the
clever division at CAA .

To conclude, it is apparent that the next
time we take off from Blackall or similar
on a midsummer day I will be reminded
that I have only two choices:

(a) Win lotto and spring for one of those
propellers, or

(b) Go to a health farm for two months
and improve the weight & balance.

(Editor’s note: The original 180 HP
modification with the wooden propeller
was carried out by Aussi Wide
Aeroservices of Quirindi, NSW.)



The Case of the Exploding Boots or Ski Tourers

by Stan Tilley

Having just missed out on the
Henri Mattisse exhibition in both Brisbane
and Canberra on previous trips, we were
determined to make a special effort to get to
Melbourne. This was especially so as an
elder brother (who should know better as he
has just completed and flown a Thorpe
T18) had seen the Mattisse and commented
that it was a load of rubbish - in fact a real
'Demidenko’. ( What a great way to get
everyone interested)

Andy and Jane had no sooner
heard a whisper and it was all arranged.
"We have got the tickets and then you and
Bonnie can join us for a skiing holiday"

Our grass landing strip was really
wet. In fact I had an interesting 'moment'
the day before when taxiing to the end for
takeoff ( to do the instrument renewal of all
things). A micro wind gust of probably 50
knots struck the field and the aeroplane
skated more or less out of control across the
wet grass with me wondering just when,
where and if it would stop. The weather the
following day was similar, with strong
headwinds and freezing level down to
4000ft, so I decided to take off solo and
collect Bonnie and the luggage, including
my skis and boots, at the main Hobart
airport. The $27.50 landing charge hurt but
I think it was a wise decision. Progress was
painfully slow with the winds even stronger
than forecast so Launceston tower came
straight back with "Ah! You are going to
land" when all I had said was "Lonnie
Tower- change of plan"

With tanks full to the brim again
we climbed to an amended 6000 on the
advice of a local commuter pilot who said
that he had been on top and that the wind
was moderating. Ho- Ho! . Thirty minutes
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later we were only 25 miles from Lonnie at
6000 and icing up with the ground speed
down to 35 knots. (the GPS at one stage
calculated a slightly off beam wind of 95
knots) A quick descent to the original level
brought the ground speed up to about 75
knots which we decided was acceptable
with a gradual improvement in conditions
promised the further we travelled.
Melbourne was quite good when we did
arrive but it was a very long trip. Five hours
to cover only 325 miles. Surely a 'record’
slow ?

The Mattisse was fascinating.
Well worth the effort. The tickets enabled
us to dodge the queue so we spent around
five hours looking and listening - finishing
with a delightful late lunch in the Gallery.
Then a 'refresher' look in the colonial art
section followed by a brisk walk up to the
new 'Weary' Dunlop Memorial and the
Shrine, in time for the playing of the Last -
Post. Finally it was out to Northcote where
we were joined by John and Doreen for a
delicious Thai dinner and were able to hear
just a little of the excitement and 'doings' of
the great mob of Airtourers that had gone
to Oshkosh.

There had been a strong rumour
around that Bruce Martin had acquired yet
another TC- MG, so the preparations for
the ski trip just had to wait whilst we
invited ourselves to Bruce and Audreys'
delightful home at Mt Eliza to 'check it out'.

It's true and what a beauty. An
original car in excellent condition now
sharing the garage with the concours MG A
that we saw at Tyabb plus two other TC
restoration projects. I had actually owned a
TC before Bonnie and I were married.
Sitting in it brought back delightful



memories. The TC is an exciting little
motor car ( and that is all I am going to
say!)

Bonnie had decided that when she
gets to the snow she becomes a very ‘cold
stern’ person (spending most of the time on
her bottom) so had decided to return to
Hobart. Mind you when Bon arrived back in
Hobart it snowed heavily in the back yard
anyway. So it was left to Andy, Jane and
myself to check out Rick Morris’s winery
at Milawa on the way to our skiing at Falls
Creek. Rick is a fascinating chap. Not only
does he produce superb wine but he is a
‘ham’ radio fanatic like Andy. Also like
Andy and Jane he has more than one
aeroplane. A Comanche 260B and a Tiger
Moth occupy the hangar on his private
strip.

. From our accommodation in Mr.
Beauty it was a delightful drive up through
the flowering wattles covered with fresh
snow to the ski field but not without
incident. It is always a bother having to fit
wheel chains - especially when one chain
decided to go wrong but then to collect a
very large kangaroo as well. An enormous
crash and a thump as the roo bashed into
the front then bounced across the bonnet.
Hundreds of dollars in damage? Incredibly
no - not even a broken plastic headlamp
cover. How lucky can you be?

The skiing was great. To pander to
me Andy and Jane had agreed to a couple of
days downhill skiing. Beautiful new snow
falling between brilliant bursts of sunshine
and almost no one else about. We skied
hard and fast and had a ball. Following the
downhill bet we went cross country for a
couple of days. This I think is Andy and
Jane’s true love. For me I was ‘Worried
stiff”. T had not skied on those shinny little
‘flimsies’ for about 25 years and Andy kept
talking aboyt Telemark turns and
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CLIMBING UP hills. Well I really enjoyed
the back to nature bit. Away from the
crowds, out in the peaceful and tranquil
trails with magnificent scenery, what could
be better? I was reminded of my early
skiing days when there were no such things
as ski tows and it was always ski a little,
climb a lot. I do think it was all much more
relaxing. Mind you I decided that these
Telemarks in my case should have been
called BELLYMARKS. After most
attempts I finished flat on my front.

So it was back to Melbourne (after
collecting our wine of course) in time to
join Des and Sibylle for dinner at ‘The
Keg’. Was it significant that our table of
fliers just happened to be placed under two
very large bent propellers as decoration on
the wall? Next day it was an uneventful and
glorious trip back to Tassie mostly in
sunshine(and only just over 3 hours.)

Wait a minute I have forgotten the
‘Exploding Boot’ mystery. Both Andy and
Jane are top skiers so Andy was getting
quite worried when Jane was not right with
us after one downhill run. Then we spotted
her making her way down on one ski!
Unbelievable! One of her plastic ski boots
had ‘exploded’ on the way down and had
shattered into small pieces leaving her
‘barefoot’ in the snow. It was necessary to
arrange a ski doo, over snow vehicle. to get
Jane back to the village to arrange for a
hired boot replacement and by the time Jane
was there the other boot had burst!

The ski equipment people were not
so surprised. Jane’s boots were 15 years old
and apparently the plastic has a finite life.
(Just like constant speed propellers). “The
boot is a Nordica but we call them
Explodica” Even more surprising was that
Andy’s 10 year old Nordica boots split
about one hour later!

Great company-Great Holiday-Thank you.



President’s Fly-In - 1995

by Jan O’Halloran

After not being able to make the
last couple of President’s Fly-Ins, both John
and I were really looking forward to this
year at Parkes. Sadly COI was not quite
ready, and after exploring the many
options, we ended up jumping in the car
and facing the 12 hour drive to Parkes. The
bonus was that we could take more than two
people, so Kathryn was able to join us too.

As we approached Parkes John
was listening on the handheld and thought
he heard Stu Hilsberg’s voice but said that
the callsign was wrong. Subsequently we
found out that it was Stu’s voice and he
heard the callsign correctly; it was just
typical of a fly-in that people were
swapping rides and Stu was trying out Bob
Peak’s new engine.

Once at the aerodrome it was great
to see so many familiar faces - and lots of
new ones too. It wasn’t long before John
had been asked to join in a formation, small
problem, no airtourer. A quick ask around
and Ron Stiebel offered his aircraft on the
condition that he came along as well, brave
man - on two accounts. On taxi out when
Ron asked John when he last flew an
airtourer all John would say was to watch
him in the flare, the 747 flares at 60 ft.! The
formation was a success in letting the city
know that the airtourers were in town and
our daughter Kathryn disappeared flying
with Stu Hilsberg while mum held the car
keys.

The weather dampened the flying
as the afternoon advanced and certain
members decided the bar needed to be
opened......did the formation have anything
to do with it Ron?
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These days you would think that
everyone has a GPS however one member
placed his on the wing, turned his back and
it disappeared only to reappear later that
night to be “auctioned”. Kathryn joined in
the excitement of the auction and was
enthusiastically raising her hand when
$1,000 was mentioned despite mums
protest that dad had enough “toys”.

The Parkes Aero Club provided a
sumptuous meal, so much so that some
visitors felt that it deserved some serious
wine tasting. Emphasis started on quality
and ended up on quantity! We were
entertained by a local country music singer
however later in the evening after the singer
had retired, Ron Stiebel and some lady not
seen at recent fly-ins (and who drove to this
one) did a ‘marriage night’ duet much to
the delight of the crowd. Ron is still not
quite sure what it was all about. )

Next morning saw a slow start but
with improved weather. A bus tour was
arranged to the local mines. The open cut
was quite impressive even before we were
told that it would end up four times as deep!
Lindsay Marshall thought the trucks would
go well on the farm until told the price tag
of a million dollars.

Meanwhile back on the aerodrome
more rides were being swapped. In
particular the performance of Clint Ashton-
Martin’s T18 was quite impressive.

Lunch was planned at Timaldra, a
local property, however the rain had made
the strip marginal and more rain was
forecast. As the clouds were building and
people were keen to leave before the
weather set in it was decided to serve lunch



at the Aero Club. We departed in the car
early in the afternoon and with less than
half the visiting airtourers remaining. The
early departures were sound decisions as we
encountered two hail storms on our way
north.

Although the weather may have
dampened the flying the camaraderie of the
airtourer clan was as strong as ever as the
crowd in the clubrooms throughout the
weekend testified.

Congratulations Tony and Liz on
another successful President’s Fly-In. Also
many thanks to the Parkes Aero Club for
their hospitality over the weekend. We were
superbly catered for with hospitality, food
and drinks. It was great to see an active
Aero Club and an airport operator who
recognises that general aviation can bring
benefits to the community without charging
landing fees!

CTM, Doug & Sue Stott.

RQG, Ray Abernathy & Jane.
ECI, Roger Merridew and Neroli.
MOJ, Warren Kirkup

MOI, Peter Roche

RQH, Ken & Jean Bell.

CKE, Frank & Jean Murray.
CRK, John & Doreen Treble.
'|IDDZ, Andy & Jane Morris.

SHR, George Penfound.

PCC, Paul Cary John Kearney.
MVI, Stuart Krichauff.

MT]I, Gerry Lawson.

MKL, Ian Donovan.

MRF, Lindsay Marshall Fenton Phillips.
MTP, Jack & Colleen Murray.
RQL, Stu Hilsberg

MOH, Ron Stiebel.

EQA, Tony & Liz Matthews.
FMA, Bill and Heather Haynes

MYN Clint Ashton-Martin & Barbara
MUL Alan and Merle Wood
YVV Hector & Wendy Blemings
MVR Des & Val Heffernan
RVS Pat & Kath Kelly
XAF Doug & Fran Beckwith
IOL Geoff & Janette Roberts
HZF Brian Mc Whae, Judy and Col
STH (Cessna) Barry Gray
Cars: O’Hallorans
David Crotty
Graham Wood
Apologies: Tilley
Riddel
Fisher
Martin
Dunlop
Jolly
Plummer
Betty Rankin
Ferguson
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For Sale
Good Condition Exhaust System
From 150 HP Lycoming A1A powered §
Victa Airtourer »
Complete with heat muff. $250

Phone Roger (051) 431 233 BH

FOR SALE
WHEEL SPATS KIT (NEW) $695 set.
U/C LEGS S/H (PAIR) $250
LYC. 0.235 SS. EXHAUST $495
STUB AXLE MAI N WHEEL $80
WANTED: GPS...swap ,trade, or cash.
PHONE 054/353412 AH.

Jim Crocker
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Queensland Calls

Sounds like a tourist slogan for
the Northern climes but the reasons were
much more practical.

The usual 'hassles' and a change
of tenant at Rocky Point. The ASA
aviation seminar en route in Melbourne.
But the real reasons were 'family'.
Maureen was having her Birthday with the
family in Sydney. Bonnie was also due for
a Birthday. Kate wanted 'the old man's’
advice on a business move and our
youngest, Elspeth. was to receive her
degree at Queensland Uni. All of the latter
in Brisbane.

) Then of course we had to go
'‘somewhere' so that I could 'play' with a

new intercom and an International DME

(to make it legal!) fitted to the Airtourer.

Great time with Andy and Jane in
Melbourne and the seminar was
'interesting'. (More in next newsletter. -
ED) Caught up with Sibylle and Des but
most of the other 'Tourers' were enroute to
the US.

Thence to Sydney for a another
wonderful few days catching up and
celebrating with the Knoxs' . Highlights
were the beautiful twin grandsons, Pip and
Sandy (search and destroy) and the very
informal party at Louise and Simon's
house. Even managed to farewell both
Merle and Alan and Peter and Marjory
before they too nicked off to Oshkosh.
Drooled over Hugh's pride and joy the
1953 Bristol 403 - wonderful. So it was
back to Bankstown - with hands firmly in
my pockets as we watched the auction of a
very nice two seater Pitts - then away to
Brisbane.
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- Night time when we eventually
arrived at Brisbane's Eagle Farm but how
about this for the record books? As we
descend from 8000' approach says " Mike
Tango Lima request you REDUCE SPEED
to aid sequencing”. I love it! Busy few days
with busy nights too as it seemed that
everyone has a birthday in July so Bonnie
sort of had pre celebrations many times
including a hilarious night with Bob (my
navigator in one of the Targa Rallies) and
Janet his wife (Yes! it was her birthday).

But it was on the waterfront at a
restaurant in Townsville that Bon and I
celebrated the 'real' Bonnie day. After a
very nice champagne dinner we decided to
wander out on the breakwater - The
'bloody’ thing is about 4 kilometres long
and even further on the way back.

Now we all know that the 'dry' is
the time to go flying in Q'land so we did
not understand why the forecast said
things like 'inter' and 'tempo’ and fog cloud
and drizzle. After all there had only been a
small shower in TL ( the first for four
years!) but it was correct and Cairns was
only reached by courtesy of a 'real' ILS,
becoming visual at a little over 1000 feet.

Work was completed in a few
days at Mossman so it was time to do
something different. This time it was a
four wheel drive bus trip across the
Daintree (almost the last trip on the old
ferry) then on to Cape Tribulation and the
Bloomfield.

We also managed a trip to visit Di
Cilento and to see her Karnak Theatre in
the rainforest. Very interesting but what a
project.

We were due back in Brisbane for
the Graduation so could but spend just one
most enjoyable night with Rick and Debbie
before launching off again into the Cairns
still lousy weather. Planning to be at BN



early enough for a family Sunday lunch it
was overnight at Rockhampton. Surprise
the Taxi driver says "G'day Stan - What are
you doing here?" I thought he was a mate
from Tassic but apparently not as the
'recommended’ City hotel was noisy
(Saturday night and the hoons 'bombed' the
block and had bottle fights) and the city
clock struck every hour on the hour ! At
least we were away very early.

The graduation was wonderful
followed by a Celebration Dinner at a little
BYO restaurant. Still time to take in the
travelling exhibition of Colonial Art from
the South Australian Gallery and to enjoy
the Musical “The Secret Garden™ at the
Lyric Theater before lining up with a JAL
747 and a Qantas A320 for take off south.
(When the controller said “Caution - wake
turbulence” it was on the tip of my tongue
to reply “Them or us?” but I behaved

myself).

Enroute we called in at Quirindi to
say “Hello” to Mark Leech and whilst we
were talking did an oil change too.

Another quick overnight with my
brother John and his wife Judy at Canberra
and over heaps of snow on the Aussie Alps
and back to Hobart. It’s great to be away
and the aeroplane had covered over 4,000
nautical miles without missing a beat. Even
so there is nothing quite like the peace and
tranquillity of being home.

“Gosh we haven’t been home for
two hours yet and the jolly ‘phone is
ringing”

“Do you have a house rented out in
Sandy Bay?” “Yes” “Well it is on fire!”

And it really was on fire. Two fire
engines, an ambulance and the police - but
that is another story.

Stan Tilley

Asking price $50,000

FOR SALE
VH-MRE

VICTA AIRTOURER 115 HORSE POWER
3,413 Total Hours in service, Serial Number 61

Manufactured in Bankstown 1964

Lycoming 0235 (115HP) Power Plant - 1,119 Hours to run

Fully aerobatic and night VMC Category
Modern avionics and instruments
Auxiliary fuel tank fitted (Total 6 hours endurance)
Cleveland brakes, all airworthy directives current
Narco COM 120: ADF141:Transponder/Encoder: GPS 100
Sigtronics Voice Activated Intercom
David Clark Headsets, Tow-Bar: Canopy Cover: Tie-Downs etc
White, green and gold paint scheme. Green and Beige interior lovingly cared for
and only available to a good home. Reason for selling? Owner upgrading to
150 HP Airtourer

Bob Peak (02) 525 2471




Dear Fellow Mendbens,

Some good news for you: for
some - good; for one or two -
bad.

Time is running out for Billy Miller. He
has met Kings and Princes, well, they told
me they were, and I believed them. I have
also met a few Queens, and I am sure they
were. And I have met many, many idiots.
Sorry chaps, you know who you are, not
AAAA members ¢h !*? 1 have been
involved in many endeavours, trades and
travels in my life, and up until I entered
the aviation industry I thought that the
motor trade particularly car salesmen
were at the bottom of the pile, but there
“have been some in the aviation trade
salesmen, instructors, etc. that really
reach the bottom of the barrel, but the
upside are the people like the late Harry
Wallace and others.

Really what I am wanting to say is that
before I kick the bucket, depart this earth
(we don't really, we are planted six feet
under and I have my plot reserved for me
with my father whom I never knew, at
East Geelong Cemetery - I want only
those who knew me and loved me to
attend, guess how many, no prizes) what
I want is this: To visit Disneyworld,
attend French Air Shows and Oshkosh
and any other airshow, particularly in
USA, France and UK. ‘

I have following assets for sale to help me
achieve this:

- Industrial property in Geelong
- One house, 12 acres of land with an
airstrip and paddocks around to use to
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fly as the mood takes one, as an all over
airfield grass of course (permission to
land required from sheep sometimes of
course)..

- Various aircraft engines, etc. in all
states of disrepair

- Victa Airtourer aircraft

- Super Rallye

- Turbulent and Sonerai

- Pieces of 0320, engine and 0-235 0
hours, 0-300 O hours, A 65 parts, A 75
parts, C 85 parts

- Propeller business timbers glueing box,
balance stand, shaping table, templates
instruction, etc.

- Fiberglass business moulds, materials
and instructions and customer cards

- Wide range of miscellaneous goods,
many old car parts

- A90 Austin, needs restoring

- A99 Austin, needs restoring, close to
Road Worthy Certificate .

- Shed, 60'x 32.5'x 11"

- Hangar, 60°x30°x9°x11"'

In conclusion I have given myself a time

limit to sell and dispose of these and as I

have worked since I was 10 years old, part

time, and since I was 14 years up to 20

hours a day, I feel that anything I own I

have paid in sweat and blood and if I

cannot realise a fair price subject to

consultation with several other people, I

intend to invite all the aircraft folk to a fly

in at my property, where I shall pile all

unsold aircraft goods etc. in a heap and

set fire to same.

Please bring cameras.

Bl Witler



SMOOTH AS SILK APPROACH TO HONG KONG
by Jan O’Halloran

With the imminent take-over- of
Hong Kong by the Chinese Government in
1997, now is the time to visit the colony.
Kai Tak, Hong Kong's airport, is due to be
moved to Chep Lap Kok in 1998 and with
it the chance to visit one of Hong Kong's
most unusual and under-rated tourist
attractions - especially to those with an
aviation bias!

Firstly, for those aviators arriving in
Hong Kong, it is well worth your while to
ask for a seat on the right-hand side of the
aircraft, as that side will give you a breath-
taking approach as the aircraft banks to the
right over low-rise buildings on finals to
Runway 13. Or better yet, why not ask the
captain if there is a spare seat in the cockpit
for arrival - you'll never have a better
chance to see it all and you'd be surprised at
how often there are spare seats in the
cockpit.

Once in Hong Kong, do go to visit
Angus Silk International in Kowloon City,
just close by the airport. To start with,
you'll be amazed by the proximity of
overflying jumbos - so close you feel you

could reach up and tickle their bellies!!!
The complaints of Sydney residents about
noise pollution have no idea at all about life
under a flight-path!!

For those of you who, upon reading
this, have no inclination to go silk
shopping, think again. This silk shop lies
directly under the preferred approach
runway and has rooftop access for all of it's
patrons. In fact, if you make it to the very
top of the roof via a chained ladder you can
claim a "Near Miss Certificate" - a future
collector's item. While on the rooftop you
can listen in to arrivals and departures via
a receiver tuned to Tower. But most
important of all, domn't forget your
camera.

So while your partner is perusing”
the fabulous array of silk fabrics from all
over the world, don't feel that all there is to
Hong Kong is shopping. There are those
unusual places on rooftops that give you the
feeling that life is breathtaking. Just ask
Sue and Doug Stott who visited in 1994.

But you'd better hurry.

Airtourer Associa
All must

AH: (051) 3
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FOR SALE

tion T-Shirts
go

Large - $10
All other sizes - $5
Contact our Secretary, Barry Gray

37866

BH: (051) 661352




RE-THINK

After being presented with a
magnificent pair of spectacles at Oshkosh,
I am very happy with the Newsletter
format. It now appears the size of the
Melbourne Age or Sydney Morning
Herald. 1 suggest all members apply for
the free issue, hurry stocks won't last.
Imagine at future Fly-ins all with these
excellent specs, what a sight to behold!!

OVERHEARD AT PARKES.

I wish the Newsletter would go
back to the old size -- It's not only hard to
read, but it's so small we've lost ours!!!

ANOT

Not only is Hector's eyesight
failing but his hearing is also suspect
especially when he is eavesdropping. The
speaker (male) was obviously referring to
a common winter problem with a delicate

HECTOR. part of the anatomy.
Editor.
Jim Crocker
AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION jeroc@bendigo.net.au

ON THE INTERNET.

The Airtourer Association now have a
small home page on the internet, which
outlines the purpose and some history of
the Association, together with a list of all
Airtourers by both serial number and rego.

The URL (address) of the page is:
'http://apollo.moenet.com.au/~stottd/ata
2.html’

Comments on the page are most welcome
and corrections or amendments to the lists
are invited.

A number of members have responded to
the note in the last newsletter and the
email address of the members who have
responded are as follows:

Ian Donovan
IDonovan@vnpbnco?2.telecom.com.au
Alan Hart (UK)
100272.1552@compuserve.com
Stuart Hilsberg
stuacro@ibm.net
Hugh Knox
hdknox@next.com.au
John O'Halloran
76221.1135@compuserve.com
Doug Stott
stottd@apollo.moenet.com.au

So when (not if) you become a surfer of the
'net, please let me me know (by Email of
course) of your address, so that we can add
it to the list and in time improve
communications between members.

Doug Store
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BREAKING THE BARRIER

MACH 0.70.

Yes, I've hit it, and I just want to
say to all you young fellas', Johns Treble
and Plummer, Adrian, Stan - hell, I could
go on and on - don't be scared, it's
painless, despite what maybe said in the
good book. Ask Roy Riddel, I think he led
the flight or that "Old Bastard" he broke
through before me, and Tony just after me.

It's just like being born again and once you
break through the barrier the next Mach
number should be a pushover. I'm talking
about my three score years and ten!!
Would just like to thank you all in the
Airtourer Assoc. for being a great mob and
to those at Oshkosh for making it a night
to remember.

HECTOR.

Association Flying Experience

During the recent Parkes Presidents
Fly-In at the peak of the Social evening, a
discussion developed as to what sort of
total flying experience we had at the
Parkes Aero Club that night. So to settle
the bet we conducted an informal survey of
everyone present and the the results were
that we had 51 pilots with at least 'some'

flying experience, be it in gliders or
powered aircraft.

The hours varied from 7 to 17000, but
at the end of the count the total was 96,226
hours.

So there you have it - the next survey
will be of Airtourer hours - so have
another beer and check you log book for
your Airtourer time.

VIC/TAS CHRISTMAS FLY-IN TO TYABB.

WHERE:
WHEN:

TYABB (VIC)38 15S 145 10 E
SAT/SUN 2nd & 3rd DECEMBER,

Fly in Saturday fora Sausage Sizzle Lunch. ($2.50 per person)
* Dinner at Peninsula Motor Inn at 8.00pm Drinks starting 7.00pm. (3 course meal

$20. per head)

» Overnight Accommodation at Motel S60.

on 059-774431 to book.

00 per double. Please notify Motel direct

- Sunday - flying activities, local Antique shops, craft, MG TC on site for rides, then

lunch before departure.

- Sound familiar? Last year this weekend was a great success and has been requested
to do it again. Even the prices are the same as last year! This is our Christmas/End
of Year get together so make a point of being there. All welcome.

Further details Hector Blemings 03-9859 5793 or 056-342 421 or Bruce Martin on

03-787

658S.
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CO-OP NEWS

The good news is that we now have fuel cells in
stock (new with release notes ) contact Alan Wood
02 6070566 for information.

We are also hoping to arrange a stocktake at the
hangar at Hoxton Park around the end of January
next to count the parts and also tidy the store area
and update the filing records.

Anyone who would be available to help should
contact Alan or myself regarding arrangements.

This tedious task is very necessary and we do
hope that anyone wishing to gain superior
knowledge of the bits that hold your plane together
will volunteer. Fugh Ruox

FLYIN / DRIVE-IN

Make a note in your diary for the weekend
of the 24th and 25th February next. I am arranging
. |a get together for Airtourer Aircraft and Bristol
Motor Cars to attend a combined weekend at
Luskintyre in the Hunter Valley with a BBQ lunch
on Saturday a fabulous gourmet dinner on that
evening and a chance for flyers and owners of
Aircraft Company built wvehicles to swap
experiences and perhaps some sightseeing by both
forms of transport? I will be contacting likely NSW
contenders before Christmas , however anyone who
would care to join us from further afield please
contact me direct. ‘Hugk Raor

PYLON RACING

There is a repeat of
the 1995 SKYRACE
TASMANIA on the 10th to
the 18th February 1996. This
pylon racing is terrific fun
and very suitable for
Airtourer type A/C. Stan and
I entered last year and we
both feel that if we can get 4
to 6 planes to Tassie we could
have a class race of our own
rather than sharing with
CT4, Again if anyone would
care to have a go I would be
happy to help organize the
trip. At this stage there is no
information on entry fees etc.
The qualification required is
formation flying endorsement
and limited  aerobatic
experience

For further info on
any of the above please give
me a ring on 02 4163976 or

fax 024169006 or even

Internet on

hdknox@next.com.au
Fugh Rnox

it

‘Say ... what's 2 mountain goat dol
way up hare in a cloud bank?™

Page 16

VER but is

really

VMC?




