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ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION

PATRON: Dr. Henrv K. Millicer AM (Airtourer Designer)

iddress all crrrespendence to the Secretary: P.O. Box 688, Morwell, Vic., 3840

PRESIDENT: TONY MATTHEWS, P.O. Box 74, Parkes. N.S.W. 2870
Phone: (06S) 621270 (Home){068) 621766 (Bus.)
Fax: [068) 621114

VICE-PRESIDENT: STUART HILSBERG, P.O. Box 904, Tamworth, N.S.W. 2340
Phone: (067) 621322 A/H

SECRETARY: BARRY GRAY, P.O. Box 688, Morwell, Vic.. 3840
Phone: (031) 661352

TREASURER: JOHN TREBLE, PLO. Box 37, Keilor, Vic. 3036
Prone: (03) 236 2056

COMMITTEE: STAN TTLLEY. @ acushla Cro.. Sandy Bav, Tas. 7005
Prene: (002) 252302

» Jutlook, Bilgola, N.S.W. ZIC7
(02) 9188639
ard Place, Bokarina. (Qid. 45

SoN]
C74) 934915
EISTORIAN: SO STOTT. Box CP291, Mildura Plaza. Vic. 3300
(0500 212614 Fax: (030 212628

s¥ra AND STATE BEPRESENTATIVES

' LAND: JOMN PLUMMER, 20 Mallard Place, Bokarina, Qid. 4575
Phone: (074) 934915
VEN BELL. 229 Mains Road, Sunnybank, Qld. 4109
Phone: (07) 345 1084

WA JOHN MULHERON, 12/39 The Esplanade, South Perth, W.A. 6151
Phone: (09) 474 1336

(X3
[

SLENN STURGES, 32 Donaldson Terrace, Whvalla, S.A. 5600
' Phone: (086) 450064
N.S.W.: CEORGE PENFOUND, 1 Little Place, Scullin, A.C.T. 2614
Phone: (062) 542532
RCN STIEBEL, 19/Z Rogal Place, Nth Ryde, N.S.W. 2113
Phone: (02) 878 0407
ROY RIDDEL, P.O. Box 1413, Coffs Harbour, N.S.W. 2450
Phone/Fax (066) 536050
VIC/TAS DOUG STOTT, P.C. Box CP291, Mildura Plaza, Vic 3500
Pnons: (050) 212614 Fax: {(050) 212628
HECTOR BLEMINGS, P.O. Box 1, Ballybracken, Yarragon, Vic. 3823
Phone: (055 342421

v, CHRIS SCHOLFIELD, 1C Swan Street, Ashwell Baldock, Hertsfordshire
Phone: (046) 274 2136 U.K. SGT 3NY.

ATRTOURER CO-QPERATIVE LTD.

SECRTTARY: HUGH ENOX, | Merlin Street, Roseville, N.S.w. 2069
Phone: (02) 4163976
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“urther to my note about ELT [nstallauons in the January Newsietter. as of Thursday 20 April 1995 the requirement

"O1n OF Tl e 1 Teder 1002 hae Lhanes Aasmard
TSC Co1a ELT VoL gtay 1995 has been deferred. -

However as in the case of CAR 232a the date of implementation ( 1 July 1993) can be changed.
deferred pending further investigation ( ie discussion with the industry).

Without going into all the in's and out's as to why the deferment etc it is suffice to say that the CAA didn't
own laid down procedures, it ignored industry concerns and as a consequence has now been caught up with. In doing
or not doing so the CAA has cost industry groups (including the Airtourer Association) and a number of individuals 2

ignificant amount of money and wasted time.

of the irements in CAR 252a is unknown however whilst the actual installation criteria may not
change there is a possibility that who and when they have to fitted is the area of dissent ( and discussion).

A number of members have written or phoned me advising their requirement for the drawing and mounting bracket.
These are now available, however in the light of last Thursday’s deferment I will not send them unless advised by
those members that they still require the drawing and mounting bracket. The cost is going to be in vicinity of $100 t©
$150. As the TV advert says "don't send any money, we will bill you". Unfortunately though there won't be any bonus
steak knives.

1se for requesting that you contact me again to confirm vour order but it seems the simplest way of getting
the drawings & bracicets 10 those who want then now.

AD/RES/28 & 29

e
The original Airtourer seat belts were blue (though by now a light blue) and had on the lap strap a clear plastic cover
sewn over the seat belt identitication details. The above A/D's require these to readable etc or if the belts are a later
fit they still must have some ID on them. As I suggest, have a talk ¢ your LAME and we will discuss any prot

PXS. Note this A/D 1s not etfective till December 1995 hence the non urgency at this stage.

As aiways the Sub-Comumittee wishes to hear from members with any concerns so feel free to give us a cail or write.

{ can be contacted 24 hours on 8135 255212

&)

T:ll PKS (or sconer)
KEEP FLYING THOS

/ / .
/
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Stuart Hilsberg
for the Airwerthiness Sub-Committee

L AIRTOURERS.




Readside Mail
BRUCE ROCK W A 5418

YWednesday March 1
Cear Tony and Liz,

Woeuld you please convey to the members of the Airtourer Asscciation the sincere
appreciation of Kathryn, David and myself for the messages of sympathy and
support following the passing of Judy

Although not having been able to particpate in any of the "mainstream" events of
the Assocation over the past few years, the widespread and farflung members of cur
great extended family have maintained a steady and sustained contact. That great
support has been something cur family has greatly appreciated.

Judy gave us ail an incredible example of how to "live with cancer”, when so often
the reference is tc “dying with cancer”. She packed so much living and loving into
her last five years- enough to extended a normai person, let alane one who had deal
with cancer, with its attendant effects and treatment. e

The asscciation with the Airtourer- the aeroplane, the people who built, cwned and
flew them, and the many offbeat and wonderfui piaces we flew to- provided many
happy experiences in Judy's all too short life.

in what has been an undeniably sad time for us all, we have been heartened and
comforted by the many phone-calls and letters from the Airtourer Association family.
That was no better typified than at the Funeral Service for Judy there was a beautiful
wreath of flowers with: "Farewell Judy, from your Airtourer Association Famity™.

I would hope that the opportunity will arise soon to once again join and meet with
you all in a more active role.

Once again, my sincere thanks and warmest regards,

VALE JUDY RUTHERFORD

Many in the Airtourer Association have met Judy and Greg Rutherford, and many have
not, and that is their misfortune. The W.A. Members are the ones who gained where
we missed cut. I think the friendship really blosscmed on the 1984 Central
Australian Safari.

5+ year battle with cancer ended 28.1.95, but many of us, including Greg and
n, Kathryn and David, would like her fight not to have been in vain. The

£} ord's benefitted greatly by the support they received from the Counsel:irrs
or Rural Families of the Cancer Foundation of Western Australia, and Greg has told
us he would dearly like the Counsellors to be supported and is perturbed that their
budget has been drastically cut.
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£, in Judy's memory, you would like to make a Dcnation, please forward it to us,
(Lindsay and Bervl Marshall, Prairie Road, Lockington, Vic. 3563) before 31st May,
cheques payable to: Cancer Foundation of Western Australia", and we will forward
them to the Rural Councellors of the Cancer Fourdation. A big thank you to those
who gave donaticns at Swan Hill, in due course all will receive receipts.

Beryl and Lindsay.
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loaded C extrz
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Ray Wwe red to
Swan Was 2 choice, Jeonn Doreen, Wnils
at Pion Lodge, Jjust %o side, as decided *to
use som xpertise to change memory attery tne Garmin lco
Well ! can now advise, proceed to the nearest Mitre 10 siore
to buy correct 31zed’piug spanne or $3.35, read Hector's
instru ns or have him replac e mory battery. Then "read
the 3o r ask expert Colleen W u through the
initia ion process, and all 11, Jack is expert at
settin the E.L.T.
Departure wan H S > lines
divert *o vl and L a for morn
cpportune ask him to apply s Strait k
interpret the weatner forecast, which read s
and guite eal of cloud. Stan said this would
against Tl islands. It did, a lot.
Between Swan Hill and Warnnambool, the countryside looked a
sorry sight. Overflying we felt va“y sad for the farming and
country people with this continuirg plight.
The refueller, pilot, l.z.m.e. D°v1a Bell would love a fly-in
by our group.
The ¥-ing. It is a lovely trip via Cape Otway, King and Hunter
Islands, and there was "The Nut" in its correct position. We had
about 30 degrees to lay off on some sections. As we had rot
fitted Alan's long-range tank, we had requested exira anchors bve
placed 1 sition to stop Tassy drifting soutnh. It is a lovely
Island a he peorle pleasantly polite and helpful.
Due to changeable weather and the places we planned to see/visit,
we decided it would be more rel axing to park 0.V.7. at Wynyard,
and low fly a Budget car anti-clockwise.
Qur friend, Heather Innes (ex OTymD‘c Javelin Thrower, and
Police woman in charge of Drug Squad) was soon located at Smithton
departing on a charter flight to Three Hummocks in ner C172
with 180 n.p.motor. The Hunter, King and inders people refer to
Heather as their lifeline; and fire-spotting and mutton bird
transportation helps keep the prop turning, all requiring skilful
viloting techniques.
Hang in there, fellas, keep reading, and we will get to the other
231 women pilots at their A.C.M. in Adelaide.

M untain, Zeehan (Museum-tnat's a must) Strahan, Sarah
he

T

re there are no neacstones left as toc many had the
g as Victa Airtourer membters) Tarraleah which boasted
le in the late 30's, now has 30 families, and a very
chalet and golf course which we enjoyed.

™o m HQ

highlight with wonderful hosts Stan and RBonnie

us the signts, and meeting the family to help celebrate
Stan's 2 GOLDS at the recent Light Aircraft Champs. What a treat
to be driven up Mt.Wellington in the XJ 120 Jag. in 5 minutes.
Stan does it in 2mins8secs. in the Targa. And then to have a
drive ourselves, it was great. It was good to catch up ahd chat
with Graham Saunders, we appreciated the drinks, and missed your
ccmpany at dinner .
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new

me ineresting

of a hasic
ovince of the Aeronautical
2 manufacturer, and
naimng specialists
t equipment manufacture
hich are in the USA) held
oae!iﬂ" by HARDWARE. all of which is
n the USA.

the structural design and manufact-
ure can be performed in Australia. The rest,
including most raw materials, iust be im-
ported from the USA at §A2 == SUST, when
the low vajue of the lian dollar and the
avarice of the Austral stoms and Tax-
ation Dcp:mmem( is Mkw nto account.

All aircraft from o to six seaters have
approximately the same componen The
amount of raw materials such as aluminium
sheet and extrusions. or perspex sheet may
vary stightly (in 3100s) but the major compo-
nents such as engine, propeller, instruments,
radio, wheels (costing in $10,000s) do not
alter at all. Manufacturing labour depends
more on the number of parts than the size of
parts, and the pumber of parts hardly varies.
Hence. it is a delusion to think that dramatic
cost savings can be made by revolutionary
thinking or construction methods. or a slight
rehash of an existing design.

As ar example. us consider what a
‘typical’ two seat basic trainer would comp-
rise. Consider a reasonably well equipped,
two seater, low wing, nc heel, non retract-
able undercarriags aircraft, with a 115-160
HP four cylinder airccoled engine, equipped
with starter and alternator and with an
aircraft barttery to operate the starter. Wing
tip and tail navigation lights and landing light
should be included

The cabin would be entered through a
door or hinged or sliding canopy, and perspex
windows would permit seeing out. Seats
would have cushions: othersise the cabin
trim would be fairly stark. but not to the
RAAF standards of austerity.

Flying controls might be stick, or wheels.
rudder pedals and manually operated flap
lever. Electric operation of flaps would be
considered extra expense.
Instrumentation would be full panel, but not
excessive, as follows -

Flight instruments:

ASI ALT. R/C. TB GH DG and magnetic
compass.

Engine:

Tachometer with inbuilt hourmeter, manifold
pressure, oil temperature and pressure gaug-
es. Fuel contents gauge

Radio:

(batrery-aitemnator), lights, fuses, no circuit
breakers

What of the above would be considered an
unnecessary luxury today?

GH. DG, Fuel contents gauge?

The following figures are based on current
USA retail prices, converted to S Australian
(including Import Duty and Sales Tax) at
SUSI = SA2. Quantity production would
enable some discount to be made on retail
prices. But with a production of one per
month to one per week, or even the totally
improbable one per day (220 per year) the
quantity discounts are low. These figures
give the order of magnitude of the sums of
money involved.

The engine and propeller each come from
the one major manufacturer left in production,

hence the prices represent the lack of
competition. $24.000
Electrics, a battery, a few switches and

battery relay, a starter relay and nav lights,
landing lights and cabin lights. $710

Wheels, brakes and axle, brake nlaster cylin-
der, park brake valve, tyres and tubes.
$1,060
Fuel system — Filter, electric fuel pump,
shut-off valve, prime pump and tank drain

valve $440

If you want a rubberised bladder tank, add

at least $1.300
v

Instruments $3.856
’

Radio 720 channel VHF $3.044
’

We only need 360 channel,
but such is not made.
Safety hamness for two $930

SALES TAX: Commonwealth Government,
who for no better reason think they know
better than us how to spend our money (in
spite of all the evidence to the centrary),
extort 20 per cent Sales Tax for no service
to the purchaser. As this comes out of the
$50.000 purchase price, Govt Theft
$8,333
This leaves $6,327 remaining to purchase
raw materials and manufacture, paint, and
sell the aircraft, and cover the overheads
such as certification costs.
The amount of sheet aluminium varies little
between a single seat Midget Mustang at
$800, and ranges between $2,300 to $3,600
for two seater aircraft. $3,000
If this is normal 2024 Alclad, this must be
completely imported.
Aluminium extrusions, if 2024 from USA
$500
Stee! tube for engine mounts and controls
costs SUS2 per foot: or SUS13 per metre;
stainless steel for cxhaust muffler

h
Simple VHF comm 160 channel. No VOR S | for lets. P f 500
Nav, ADF® transponder or all the other pring steel for lets. Perspex for canopy
goadies. ) $300
Electrics: Nuts & bolts, self aligning rod ends and wire
Ignition switch (including starter), master cable $500

ARTICLE WRITTEN CIRCA 1987
* NOTE EXCHANGE RATE AT THAT TIME -

—e. 8 —

This leaves approximately $1,527 to pay
labour.

Labour for two seater varies frem 800 to
1500 hours { Air Tourer).

At average 1000 hours, we can afford to pay
$1.52 an hour for labour! This would not
even feed slave labour.

In spite of the glamour of working on aircraft.
people just insist on being paid more than
this. $14 minimum is more likely; some at
$30. $14,000
Manufacture has to be done under a roof,
not just in an empty paddock. Rent of a
building minimum of $400 per month, if you
can find one so cheap. $100

Manufacturer will want some profit. say 10
per cent on tumover $5.000

Engineering overhead ~ 2 engineers at
$35,000 per year

85,833
SUMMARIZING 3
Engine 24 000
Electrics 710
Wheels 1 060
Fuel 440
Instruments 3856
Radio Joa4
Safety hamess 930
Sales Tax on $50,000 8333

Sales Tax credit on imported components

LESS -6 3808

Aluminium sheet 3000
Aluminium extrusions 500
Steel tube and bar : 500
Perspex . 300
Hardware nuts and bolts 500
Assembly labour 14 000
Building rent 400
Profit 10 per cent 5000
Extra sales tax above $50.000 3119
Engineering overhead 5833
TOTAL $68 717

Painting; Flight test; Marketing. Spaie parts:
Warranty; - not yet covered

Hence, the two seat training aircraft could
cost between $80,000 to $90,000, and even
$100,000 each. The $50,000 training aircraft
is not a myth, or a miracle. Itis antimpossible
mirage, which keeps fading as you approach
it.

Now, the above component. prices are
retail, but on & production of one per month
or even one per week, we will not be able
to achieve much wholesale discount.

Also, engines must be paid for with order,

sixty days before delivery USA and five
months before arrival in Australia. Hence,
we must pay for six months of engine
production before we receive payment for
the first aircraft.
These notes offer no solution, but merely
highlight the problems that those who try
aircraft manufacture will face. [ hope it will
stop complacency. and the implied assump-
tion that THEY will solve the problem. The
problem will be solved by ME, with much
sweat.

EDITOR
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The Associaticn is fortunate in having a Committee of rs and,
at the same time, dedicated to ensure that our beélo ving
at the least possible expense. As had been previo necw
insisting that all aircraft travellind further than 50 miles rture
point, must be equipped with an E.L.T. fixed permanently in the aircraft. Cur
Airworthine ub-committee has developed a kit to have the requiremenr convleted

at the least possible expense, and members should contac* Alan Wood or Stuart
Hilsberg for details.

During the year, a number of Airtourer Fly-ins were arranged by our 3tate
representatives: Old Bar (NSW), Torguay (Vic), Tyvabb (Vic) and Whvalla (S.A.),
and these were all well attended.

Membership of the Association has remained static at 170 members, although we lost
a few through resignations or failure to re-subscribe; new members were welcomed
to take their places. It is great to see a number of C.T.4 owners joining the ranks.

Sadly, two of our members - Judy Rutherford and Nyal‘ Dennis - died during the year,
and our sympathy is extended to their families.

The strength of our Association is maintained.by the quality of the Yewsletter
produced so regularly by John Plummer, and greatly assisted by the contributions
and articles made by members.

As we have come to expect over the years, our finances have been meticulously
maintained by our Treasurer, John Treble, to whom we are extremely crateful, and
our thanks must also go to our Secretary, Barry Gray, who has always attended
to the time-consuming job of maintaining and updating the Association's records.

At the last General Meeting, it was suggested that the Association look into the
proposal to edit a book outlining the history of the Airtourer. Your Committee
spent considerable time and effort examining the logistics and costs involved,
and unfortunately, came to the conclusion that with the anticipated sales of such
a book, the costs would be prohibitive and the proposal dropped.

Finally, thank you for affording me the honour of representing the Association,

and the pleasure and satisfaction of working with such a dedicated Conmittee, to
whom I offer my sincere thanks.

Tony Matthews.

SWAN HILLITES

EQA  Liz/Tony Matthews OVV  Roy/Judy Riddel

MUI  Stuart Krichauff ROG  Jane/Ray Abernethy

CRK  Doreen/John Treble ) MWR  Maureen/Hugh Knox

MRF  Lindsay/Beryl Marshall MOI  Marjorie/Peter Roche

MIC Graham Saunders/Robin Eaves MUF Daniel Keas .

ANI  Chris/Albert Poon FEZ - Jane/Andy Morris

MR Des/Val Heffernan ICL Geoff/Janette Roberts
Brian and Jim Fran/Doug Beckwith

ECI  Neroli/Roger Merridew RVC = Pat/Cath Kelly

BWA  Glenn Sturges John Plummer

CND  Mike Fisher MOJ  Warren/Betty Kirkwo

MKL  Ian Donovan

MFN  Stuart Robinson Car ' Ross/Lynnette Graham

MIT  Pam/Gerry Lawson Colleen/Jack Murray

YW  Hector/Wendy Blemings Bob/Pat Peak

BVV  shirley/Adrian Jolly Bill Miller

MRL Margaret/Col Taylor Norm Lipple

L I T P,

.



SWAN HILLITES{Cont'd)

MCH Denise/Ron Stiebel RQL  Stuart Hilsberg
SHR  George Penfound XV  Lorraine Howson/Bill Pennell
MIL  Bonnie/Stan Tilley CIM  Sue/Doug Stott

MUY Lyndsay and Tymon Dyer
Car Judy/Barry Gray & family
Alan/Merle Wood

ATIRTCURER NOSTALG

Friday 10th March 1995 was a very exciting day for Cath & I. Members of the
Airtourer Association for approximately 10 years, we had not been to a gathering
since 1985 at the Schofields Air Show when our Airtourer VH-MUQ {now VH-ECI) wecn
the prize for best presented and restored aircraft. MUQ had been completely
restored by our son Michael and I but was subseguently badly damaged in a forced
landing in Sydney. Michael now owns Flinders Aviation at Redcliffe Airport
rebuilding and restoring aircraft from Ultralights to King Airs with approximately
30 - 35 aircraft being completed per year.

Friday 10th March began very early at 5.30 am. John Plummer decided to fly with
Cath & I in VH-RVC after assuring me that we would not be railroaded out of town
for showing up in a Beechcraft - mainly, John said, because he was the Editor of

the Airtourer Association Newsletter, so with that we set off from home to Redcliffe
Airport. The weather was as bad as one could get - the ranges to the west all
clagged in. After 4 to 5 hours walking around the airport debating the weather
conditions with first officer Plummer we were back home for lunch and then back

to the airport at 3.00 pm. Bill & Lorraine in VH-XVV departed to check the

weather around the ranges and as they had not returned to Redcliffe by 3.30 pm

John, Cath & I set off via Esk-Allora then direct to Moree. There we topped

up with fuel and met up with Bill & Lorraine who had skirted the worst weather

by tracking via Kingaroy. All had a pleasant evening meal. (COLD BEER & FINE WINE).

We departed Moree early Saturday for Swan Hill to what proved to be a most
enjoyable weekend. Cath & I had a wonderful time and met so many friendly people.
This was our first Airtourer AGM fly-in - certainly not our last.

On Saturday night.I was asking Allan Wood if he had any knowledge as to what
happened to VH-MUQ after the forced landing. With a glint in his eye he asked me
if I would like to see it - naturally I replied YES. Allan said, when you go

to the airport in the morning look for VH-ECI - that's her! It was a great
feeling to walk around serial number 102. That night at the Aero Club Barbeque
we met her proud owners Roger and Neroli Merridew from Lilydale Flying School.

Monday morning was another early start in fine weather for the trip home from
Swan Hill to Redcliffe direct in 4 hours 53 minutes. John's comment "WHAT A SHIP".

To all the organisers and fellcw members - thanks again for a great weekend.

Pat & Cath Kelly.
Editor's Comment.
How well I remember MUQ when she made T.V. headlines in Sydney by 'landirg’
unsuccessfully in a Canterbury Park. Because MUQ was identical (red and white)
to BOW our phone didn't stop ringing - mainly creditors who thought I might have
taken the easy way out! For all those not at Swan Hill, Pat and Cath own an
immaculate Debonair with all the bells and whistles. Hummingbird didn't speak
to me for a fortnight.

10
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» cloud on the deck at
to Wagga Wagga, overnight there and
there should be a category for "Ion
would have won it for all we seemed

you appraciate the little 'ocle' Air

Cn arrival at Swan Hill we drove to the airport to ses nad arriv

"to-ing & fro-ing" people from the airport to the motel checked

Friday night was at the Swan Hill Club where we al gathered for a drink to
eating. The "Air-o-tourer" group was welcomed to Swan Hill and asked to

participate i
were succes
well organised.

the raffles. Needless to say none of the "Air-o-tourer" members
but I am sure all had a gocd time. The food was good and reall

Breakfast the next morning was lovely with old train carriages use
your breakfast in to the sound of the whistl & carriages clanging
The food was great & the people who served vou were lovely.

Of coursse we had to do the shopping bit on Saturday morning and was surprised
to see a nice town. Saturday afterncon was spent at the airpert with lunch
provided by the Aero Club (what would we do without these people?).

Back to the motel for a quick shower for the dinner aturday
taxi arrangement was really good and once again the drivers real
But who was the new member who posed behind a map ‘'topless' on the bed walting
for Beryl to take "his" photo?

(o]
(e
[0

Dinner on Saturday night was upstairs from the train carriages and again a great
night with the presentation of trophies etc. I must say Jack has a permanent
reminder of that night paying $35.00 for a round of drinks for six people. I
think he might have been set up by his "friends"? Who need "friends" like that?
Pay back!

After breakfast on Sunday morning in another train carr different
direction, we all walked to the Pioneer Settlement just a ! the motel.
Apparently the Red Gum Festival was on and the brewerie's Clydesdale horses
to-gether with their dog were galloping around. There were old steam operated
engines and kerosine operated engines at the settlement. Was that Lindsay I saw
in the corner crying because Beryl wouldn't let him take them back to the farm for
his collection? An old Chemist Shop with old pills and a pharmacist was interest-
ing which was in front of the dentist rooms. Thank gocdness for progress. But
who were the Airtourer people coming out of the Cake Shop? Lunch on the river
bank of sandwiches and cake. I think the highlight of the settlement was the

100 year old 3D Picture Theatre. To walk in and see everyone sitting around in

a big circle with their eyes staring through two little peep holes looked as
though they were all watching "blue" movies - some great photos were taken here.
Jack even got down on the floor to look under the red velvet skirt to see how

it worked and what was underneath.

After lunch it was on to a paddle steamer for a trip down to "Murrays Flat"
(just another one of the many properties owned by the Murray boys (not Frank or
Jack) .

Sunday night BEQ tea was provided by the Aeroc Club with one of the raffles being
won by one of our new members. I think it might have been the same guy who
posed topless. Some late arrivals from Sydney (due weather).



Monday morning brought the usual round of goodbyes & departures with six (
aircraft taking off for Lindsay and Beryl's property at Lockington and Wen
% I driving a-la-car (Jack flying CT4 WITH Hector) lucky me! Beryl provided

a BBQ lunch for everyone with home made cakes and fresh fruit salad, all in

the matter of an hour. With everyone chatting away it was time to depart after
looking at Lindsay's old steam machinery, except for Jack & I & Jghn & Doreen
Treble who stayed overnight for a P.J.'s party, but more of that in the next
article of cur trip to Melbourne & the wonderful people we enjoyed it with
("exactly right" John Treble).

)
y

6
te}

 the way Roy Riddel is now N.S.W. State Rep. so he will ke arranging scme
reat trips, won't he Judy?

a w

All in all a top weekend with good weather (except Newcastle & Sydney), good
times & good company.

Colleen Murray.

ATIRTOURER ASSOCTATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

held at Swan Hill 12.3.1995

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 1.3.1994 - 28.2.1995

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE
Credit Balance 3634.96 Newsletter 1475.35
AGM Narrandera 2850.00 AGM Narrandera 2855.00
Presidents Fly-In  2025.00 Presidents Fly-In 1900.00
T/Shirts etc 138.00 Co-op 225.00
Membership Fees 3180.00 Australia Post 168.80
Adverts 60.00 Trophies 412.50
A/D Vat 28 240.00 Printing & Stationery 290.69
Bank charges 44,57
Credit Balance 4756.05
12,127.96 12,127.96
RECONCILIATION ASSETS AT COST
Credit Balance 4756.05 Typewriter 400.00
Investment Account 11580.67 Label Printer 761.00
T/Shirts etc 1433.00 Filing cabinet 267.00
1 A/D Vat 28 120.00
$17,889.72 $1,428.00
John Treble
Treasurer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1995

10th, 1lth, 12th June 1995 Gunnedah Fly-In Details herein
N.S.W.

22nd, 23rd September 1995 President's Fly-In Details July Newsletter
Parkes, N.S.W.

llth, 1l2th November 1995 'Hopetoun Air Sports' Refer article here in
Victoria

12



AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION

HISTORIAN'S REPORT TO THE 1895 AGM

11 MARCH 1994
SWAN HILL VIC

Fellow Members,

In a similar way to last year, the job of the Association Historian has
continued to be the slow collection of various Association and Airtourer
items. As previously advised, we now have a complete collection of
Association Newsletters since the formation of the Association in 1978 and I
thank those members that helped make up the gaps in the collection by
sending in their copies.

Once again, I make mention that we are still missing photos and good
quality copy of Airtourer related articles from the 80's and early 70's. If you
have or find any item/s which may fit into this category, I would greatly
appreciate your advice or the item by mail.

The suggestion that [ made at a previous AGM regarding the Association
look into publishing a book has not yet got off the ground, however we have
collected some ideas and information on which direction we should move in
this regard. I am personally keen for us to do something in this regard,
however we need some additional expertise and this is what is taking some
time. Members with any ideas and/or time available to assist should make
contact with me.

This year, once again the collection of photos and newsletter is here for
members to view. [ should mention that we also have a large scrap-book
with many newspaper cuttings etc included, however it is just too large (and
at the moment incomplete) to bring along. I am presently considering
alternatives for the display of its contents. Of course, any suggestions
regarding the display and collection of the Associations history will always
be welcome.

Thanks again, members, for your support and [ look forward to some more
history turning up in the mail this year.

DOUG STOTT
HISTORIAN
AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION. 10 March 1995
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where were yow on Vew Vear’s fve 7

Sorry, we apologise, that in our iate start and great rush not every one
received our invitation to attend New Year in Hobart but despite this it
finished up just what we had hoped for. Lots of people, lots of fun, lots of
boats lots of flying and areat weather Barrie and Judy Gray were auiCk 1o
Teply 10 1he invitation we sent even though they had already Grrangeac a
Carnping trip with their children so had 10 get in the grandparents as baby
sitters fast. As they have rearetiully had 1o sell their aeroplane they came
by commercial but could onty get a fripto Launceston at such short notice
Fast as the Grays were 1o reply, Andy and Jane Morris WETEe even quicker,
Andy and Jane warnted to ly to "Lonnie’ anvway so it was quickly arranged
that Atbert in the CTY and myself in MTL would fly up North pick up 'Bazza’
and Judy and meet up with Andy and Jane in DD and return 40 our strip at
Sandfiy(Hobart) wWell it aii went perfectiy with the return fripof the 3
aeroplanes flying out 10 the €ast Coast and picking up over 50 of the Sydnev
Hobart yacht race competitors in maghificent weather and flying conditions.

Hector Blemmings and Mike Fisher were alsc quick off the mark but
unfortunately ran into the old weather problem over Bass Strait and had to
abort. Very sad. We missed their company. I was quite a few days before Ray
Abernathy and Jane Mott announced that"Yes, the aeroplane was serviceabie
and they were on their way from Queensiand” Therefore it was again
disappointing that a further message was received saying that 'rechanical’

rouble has stopped their progress.

But the festivity had te go on and on and on it went. The decision to
stand in line for a couple of hours and get tickets for g couple of tables in the
‘Taste of Tasmania’ festival paid dividends so we had a grand party of 16
made up 0f ourselves pius guests, Aibert, Christine and friends and of course
Graham Saunders{MTC) and more Airtourer and sailing enthusiasts. Boats,
wine , food, more wine more boats and great company capped of with
fireworks,alaser dispiay and great music and dancing - well thank goodness
we have a whole vear 1o recover.

Another returntrip to Launceston got Barrie and Judy on the way home
but fortunately Andy and Jane had aliowed a little more time So more
Tripping and wining ana gining but surprise, and very pleasant surprise.

Whilst we were sailing on the Derwent in Rex and Miriam Potters’
beautiful 38ft Northshore that 'yuppy' telephone rings and it is none other
Than Ray and Jane who have arrived Seo we ali deciged to celebrate again and
continued the festivities for the davs that foliowed. But eventually aif good
things must come to an end and ail our friends departed.

Tharks for o great time,
Stan and Bonrnie

VIC.FLY-IN FOR NOV.95,

We nave been asked to support the " Hopetoun Air Sporis '95 ©
planned to give this small rural town a boost.

It wouid be the weekend of 1ith - 12th November and accomodation
would be arranged in private homes.

Events inciude, Roulettes, Chris Sperou, ZXZust. War Birds.
Skydivers, Balloons, Sports RAircraft Assoc. and more.

First fime an event of this magnitude has been planned for Rorth

West Victoria. More detzils next Newsletter, but woulcd
appreciate an immediate indication of any interest.

HECTOR BLEMINGS. 03-859-5793 or 056-342-4231 15
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SWAN HILL AWARDS

resident's secret time of arrival
Best presented Airtourer

Longest distance travelled

Pam/Gerry LAWSCN
Graham SAUNDERS
Lorraine HOWSON

Bill PENNELL
From Redcliffe Qld. via Kingaroy
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