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Disclaimer
The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the 
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

Editorial
Fly-ins are the highlight of the Airtourer Association activities. We look forward 

to not only catching up with our Airtourer friends but I also welcome the less glamor-
ous aspects such as the meetings where we can influence how the Association can go 
forward. Therefore the joy of Yarrawonga was tempered by the news a few days prior 
of the passing of Randy Green. Randy was a private person and hence was not well 
known to many members. However, his contributions were critical to the success of 
the Airtourer, not only as the original test pilot of FMM but as the test pilot during the 
development of the metal production aircraft. On test pilot’s school one lesson that 
was constantly emphasized was the principle of “mission relation”. Any assessment 
had to be made in the context of the mission of the aeroplane. The test pilot was not 
there to confirm the design engineer’s predictions but to be a representative of the end 
user, in the Airtourer’s case, the instructor or GA pilots like you and me. While Henry 
designed a great little aeroplane, the excellent handling characteristics owe a certain 
amount to the test pilot and his influence during development. I was looking forward 
to a long chat with Randy next year at the 50th celebrations of his first Airtourer flight. 
Although I have missed that opportunity I have included the transcript of the voice 
recording from his first flight in MVA. 

Editor,  John O’Halloran  Mobile:  0411 968901 
P.O. Box 778,   FAX:   (07) 54425180 
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone:  (07) 54476604 
   Email   John_OH@Bigpond.com

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John 
O’Halloran at the contacts listed above. Please enclose payment for any advertise-
ment. The next Newsletter will be published in February 2009. Contributions and or 
advertisements are to be with JOH by 15 January 2009.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines)  $20.00

Large advertisement   $40.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy 
direct to the publisher.

Cover Photo: Test Pilot Randy Green with VH-FMM. Unfortunately there are very 
few quality photos from that time.

Continued on Page 14
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PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN
Hi Folks,

The President’s Fly-In at Yarrawonga 
was a great success with 54 people seated 
for the Saturday night Dinner. I’m sure you 
will enjoy in this Newsletter an article of 
events at YWG, put together by Dot Ross. 
(Well done Dot.) Yarrawonga has so taken 
on that we’re going back there again next 
year.

The 2009 Convention is now well in 
hand, with Mike and Niels visiting Wanga-
ratta during August to make tentative arrangements. Niels and myself made a further visit 
early last month to fine tune details, then to be advised that a Festival is also planned for 
the same weekend, which could make obtaining accommodation a little difficult. (Please 
read with urgency the Registration page inside.) 

The Committee has decided to move into the 21st century by making available the 
option of paying Membership Fees, Fly-In Costs etc., by Direct Debit. Due to Colleen’s 
pending retirement after 10 years as Treasurer that option will take place after the AGM, 
as that will be the most convenient time as the BSB and Account numbers will alter.

Your Committee also addressed the issue raised at several previous AGM’s of not 
giving sufficient notice of planned events to assist members who need time to co-ordinate 
Fly-In’s with work commitments. If you check the Calendar of Events page you will notice 
mission accomplished. It is intended to announce the location of the 2010 Convention 
and AGM, at the Wangaratta AGM.    

Some of our members have not been enjoying the best of health recently, so may 
I extend to those members on behalf of the Committee, our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery. 

John Treble   
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Vale
Randall (Randy) Robert 

Green

The enjoyment of meeting everyone at Yarrawonga was tempered by the news 
of the passing of Randy Green a few days prior. Randy’s association with Airtourers 
predated all current members, even Alan Wood, as Randy was the test pilot for the 
first flights of both the wooden Airtourer, VH-FMM, and the metal production aircraft 
VH-MVA. 

Born in 1927 Randy commenced flying training at No. 1 Flying Training School, 
Point Cook in February 1948. On earning his wings he was posted initially to fly 
Mosquitoes before moving on to Mustangs and finally the Meteor jet fighter. After 
a tour flying the Meteor with No. 77 Squadron in Korea he returned to the Central 
Flying School to qualify as an instructor. In 1956 he was posted to the UK to undergo 
training at the Empire Test Pilot’s School which was then at Farnborough. On gradu-
ation he returned to the RAAF’s Aircraft Research and Development Unit where he 
conducted test flying on the Winjeel, Vampire, Sabre and other aircraft. One of the 
more interesting aircraft at ARDU at the time was the Avro 707A delta wing research 
aircraft. Data gathered from these aircraft were used in development of the Vulcan 
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and eventually the Concorde. 
During this time Henry Millicer’s Airtourer was being constructed in wood by a 

group of enthusiasts in Williamstown, Victoria. Randy conducted the first flight from 
Moorabbin on 10th April 1959. He subsequently joined Victa and conducted the first flight 
of the redesigned metal Airtourer, VH-MVA, on 12th December 1961 at Bankstown. 

Once Randy had seen the Airtourer developed into a successful production aircraft 
he moved on to become Hawker de Havilland’s Chief Test Pilot and later moved on to 
Director of Flight Operations and eventually Chairman of HdH Asia Pty Ltd. 

Randy remained active in flying training and through his influence at HdH he was 
instrumental in founding the Hoxton Park Flying School which was jointly owned by HdH 
and Illawarra Flying School. He was founding President of the Fighter Squadrons Branch 
of the RAAF Association and a volunteer at the RAAF Museum at Point Cook. 

One of his former students commented, “A first class pilot, he was also an ideal fly-
ing instructor – patient with lots of good humour.” He was an excellent speaker as those 
who heard his address at Mildura in 1999 will remember. Randy was also a very private 
person, humble in his achievements, who is best summed up by his business card which 
read, “Randall Green, Gentleman”. 

Above: Avro 707A near Laverton in 1958. The inscription on the reverse of photo read, 
“Among the other aircraft I was testing at the time. Best wishes, Randy Green.”
Opposite page: Photo courtesy and copyright of Commonwealth of Australia.
Following pages: A copy of the transcript of the first flight of VH-MVA, courtesy of the 
Airtourer Co-operative and Alan Wood. 
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FIRST FLIGHT REPORT
VICTA AIR TOURER VH-MVA

The first flight was made form Bankstown Aerodrome on 
Tuesday, 12th December, 1961.
This report is a transcription of minifon recording made 

in flight by the test pilot, R.R.Green.
Taxying out for the first flight now, about 1430 on the 

afternoon of the 12th. Everything is operating fairly 
normally, the only thing at the moment I’d say would be 
a slight squeal from the starboard brake as you apply 
rather moderate braking force but it has not affected the 
effectiveness of the brakes at all. 
Doing temps and pressures while taxying out. I’ve got 

an oil pressure of 30 and an oil temperature of 71, fuel 
pressure of 4 with the booster pump off and 4.5 with it on. 
I’ve got cylinder head temps all round about 155.
Everything O.K. will be doing the run up now. Checking 

the switches, clear as a whistle on left, and on right at 
2000. Pre-take off check. Hatches – two safety pins right 
up, harness O.K., trim – I’ve got full nose down, mixture is 
rich, fuel – ON, booster – ON, contents –12, pressure –4.5, 
flaps – I’ll be using the first notch, gyros – O.K., turn and 
balance – O.K., switches – both on, unnecessary switches – 
off, controls – full and free movement, and in their correct 
sense. Looks pretty good, I’ll be lining up now, just 
running over the temperatures. Oil temp as I take off is 72 
and the cylinder head temps all round in the order of 180.
Lining up for take-off now. Mike Victa Alpha ready to 

roll. Victa Alpha.
Rolling now, temps and pressures going well, opening up 

2450, accelerating quite nicely, round about 40 now, 45 
I’m raising the nose wheel, 50 I’m just airborne, holding 
a little bit of force there, 65 going up well at 70. The 
aeroplane fairly well in trim very little rudder force, in 
fact the rudder almost right off there in the climb at 65 
which appears to be a very good speed. Temps and pressures 
coming up very slowly but everything normal. Cylinder head 
temps 220, oil temp now 75. Climbing now at 2500 r.p.m. and 
climbing well away, everything going very normally indeed. 
500 feet just over the boundary. 
Climbing up now to 1000 feet, temps and pressures are 

normal. Cylinder heads round about 240, oil sitting nicely 
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at 75. Climbing at 2500 r.p.m., 65 knots, a very good 
attitude, very little trim change now, leveling off and 
throttling back to about 2450 at about 1000 feet and I’ll be 
doing an orbit of the field. 
Noise factor, I would say is moderate for this size 

aeroplane and very, very slight vibration through the floor 
from the augmenters. Aeroplane sitting very nicely at 2450 
and I’m just accelerating to 95 knots. Aeroplane is in trim 
at 1200 feet, slightly nose up. I’ve got full nose down 
trim and the aeroplane still wants to climb slightly, and 
I’ve got about ¼ or ½ lb push force. Lateral trim seems 
pretty good, no unusual occurrences there at the moment. Now 
at 2500 revs, maintaining 2450-2500 and she’s going along 
very nicely, keeping it round about the 100 in a very, very 
slight climb about 1200 feet. 
This distortion is not the best, particularly when 

there are other aeroplanes about, you can miss them but 
the aeroplane is comfortable, temps and pressure holding 
very well. Cylinder heads now stabilized at 230 and oil 
temperature nearly 80. Doing an orbit of the field, light 
rain coming on, pulling on a slight amount of carly heat at 
round about 2500. 
Going up to 110 knots, and now a gentle dive to the south 

of the field, aeroplane handling very nicely. At this stage I 
think just a slight amount of left rudder is necessary, very 
little force indeed. We are not going to have much trouble 
with these lateral forces at all but I am holding a reason-
ably firm nose down or push forward on the control column to 
maintain the aircraft in longitudinal trim. Later on I’ll 
let the control column go completely. 
Lateral trim seems like a fair thing, no sign of any 

fantastic aileron over-balance at all, rate of roll feels 
good, she feels quite comfy and she’s handling quite nicely. 
Control harmony is very, very good, aeroplane feels nice 
and stable at the moment. Oil temp is stablisised at 80, 
cylinder heads have come back to about 210, looks very nice 
indeed. Nothing is marginal there at all. Fuel pressure 
round 3 1/2.
Am experiencing very light rain here at the moment but it 

is not affecting visibility and I am not concerned about it 
from the point of view of tehis test. I will be maintaining 
1500 feet. There could be a little bit of turbulence near 
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this cloud. 
I will do a level speed for Henry at 1500 feet with an 

ambient of 16° C, at 2600 r.p.m. Now I am fairly well in 
trim laterally, directionally, holding a slight nose down 
trim on the control column, 2600 r.p.m., 1500 ft, oil temp. 
81, cylinder heads holding at about 215 and the aeroplane at 
the moment indicating 106 knots. I will let it stabilize for 
a further minute holding exactly 26oo r.p.m.
Still maintaining this level speed for approximately three 

minutes, really stabilized and one-zero-six knots I.A.S., 
1500 ft at 2600 r.p.m. 
Checking the carbon monoxide contamination in that stabi-

lized level condition and no sign of any monoxide at all. 
Settling down now into a climb. 65 knots, full bore, just 

a shade under 2500, in fact about 2475, and the indicated 
rate of climb is in the order of 700 ft per minute – 700 ft 
pre minute indicated. Quite steady, holding 700 ft pre min-
ute. This, of course, is only on the rate of climb at this 
weight. Weight is 1362 lbs, and c.g. position 22.8% Standard 
Mean Chord.
Now I am leveling at 2500 ft, throttling back now to 2450 

just for a moment. Cylinder and carby air temps O.K. all 
round.
Tried a stall there at a spot check of 2500 ft with 1200 

r.p.m. on a I got the speed back to 46 and then a little bit 
of a buffet and the aeroplane stalled nose down, slight flick 
of the wing but no vital wing drop at 45. 
Getting a good blast o fair in here through the punkah, 

it is quite satisfactory in the air at the moment anyway. 
Naturally, more would be desirable but there is quite a cool 
blast of air coming in on the face, quite happy with that. 
This level speed of 106 at 2600 r.p.m there is a slight 

forward pressure necessary but laterally and directionally 
the aeroplane is in trim. If you flick the stick off to the 
left it will continue to roll very slowly and there is no 
great out of trim force. 
Now I notice I have got a piece of rubber coming up there 

on the nose. Appears to be coming from the seal under the 
front cowl. There is quite a bit of it coming out now so I 
am reducing speed and just keeping an eye on it. 
Bankstown Tower, Mike Victa Alpha approaching Liverpool, 

inbound for landing. Victa Alpha.
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Going to do a landing now. Have just done an orbit for the 
chaps over Victa at about 700 ft. Joining now on the down 
wind, will reduce the speed to about 85. Temps and pressures 
are normal, leaving the carby air slightly warm at about 
30. Reducing speed now to about 80 and I’ll be dropping one 
notch of flap at 70 on the down wind leg. Nothing untow-
ard, the aircraft has lost a little of its rate of roll but 
not noticeably so with this nose down trim change. Making a 
fairly wide circuit, now reducing speed to about 68. 
Mike Victa Alpha turning base. Mike Victa Alpha, I haven’t 

got that sighted yet. Victa Alpha, roger, I’ve got it sight-
ed.
Dropping the speed back now and the aeroplane sinking 

quite well, coming down now to about 800 feet, speed back 
to about 65. I’ll drop another notch of flap, trim change is 
still nose down, speed of 65, round about 1600 r.p.m. on and 
I’m holding some pull force, say in the order of one pound. 
I’ll try and trim that out now on the trimmer. Full nose up 
trim and still holding a little bit. 
Aeroplane very nice to handle on the approach, using 65 

seems like a fair thing. Approaching round about 400 feet, 
everything operating very, very normally. No mad rush of the 
stick to either side, am holding a little bit of pull force 
with full nose up trim. Throttling right back now, right 
back. Aeroplane operating very, very well. 65, throttled 
right back now, leveling off near the ground now, everything 
appears to be very normal indeed. There it is round about 
50, that’s definite, trim change is to the left. On the deck, 
nose wheel down, applying brakes, pulling up very rapidly 
indeed and all’s operating very, very well.
Closing off now at about twenty minutes past three. 

Distribution:

Mr G.B Richardson 
Mr H. Millicer 
Manager Aviation Division 
D.C.A 
Test Pilot 
File
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After a fabulous 10-day holiday in 
Merimbula, NSW, Bruce & I were excited 
about the prospect of yet another “mini” 
holiday - this time to Yarrawonga, Vic. for 
the President’s Fly-in.

Never before staying overnight in 
Yarrawonga, we looked forward to explor-
ing this town on Lake Mulwala, a man-
made lake of approx. 6000 ha. One side of 
the lake is in Victoria, the other in NSW 
and a re-design of the bridge was necessary 
to get both ends of the bridge to meet - the 
result was their “infamous twisty, dippy” 
bridge!

Some of the Airtourer folk stayed at 
the Lakeview Motel, some at the Belmore 
Motor Inn and thanks to Lindsay and John 
Sheehan, our “outings” to and fro made life 
easier travelling by bus.
Friday, 19/9. After motoring by Toyota 
Camry from Cranbourne North, Vic., we 
arrived at our Motel, settled in and met 
other Airtourer folk whom I was eager to 
introduce to Bruce.

Dinner that night was at the “Dig-
gers” Function Room at Club Mulwala - a 
beautiful Club where approx. 38 of us dined 
(and “wined”) .

P.S. I did ask of Liz Matthews “what 
was the difference between a “Chinese” gar-
den and a “Japanese” garden? She did reply, 
“Well Dot, “Chinese” gardens are in China 
and “Japanese” gardens are in Japan!”

Yes, Liz, I suppose you’re right!

President’s Fly-in, 2008, 
Yarrawonga
Dot Ross

Saturday, 20/9 (Bruce & I secretly picked 
up a “secret” cake for a “secret” couple 
- from Lockington - is she really a Sheriff? 
for a “secret” event in their lives and had 
a sneak preview of our Saturday dinner 
venue!)

Meeting at Yarrawonga aerodrome to 
register and meet folk, we then dined on a 
Subway platter and biscuits - all eaten at 
the “Lore of Flight” building - a fascinating 
place run by Peter McLean and energetic 
wife, Anne.

Following lunch, we had a discussion 
on future Fly-in programs with Mike Fisher 
in command and Liz Matthews as “white 
board assistant”. All suggestions were duly 
noted for ongoing discussions.

Then a very interesting “show and 
tell” of the Martin Baker ejection seat by 
John O’Halloran. (One of these similar seats 
is located at Moorabbin Air Museum but 
I didn’t really understand how it worked 
- marvellous!)

On next for some folk to the Douglas 
Aviation Paint shop, others to just chat, 
etc.
Saturday Dinner

The Annual President’s Dinner was 
held at the Yarrawonga Golf Club - a mag-
nificent building and surrounds; we dined 
and wined in the ‘Function Room’.

A beautiful 3-course meal was served. 
- entertainment by jokes from George Pen-
found and the “Sheriff” from Lockington, 
Beryl, reported fines including Pat Shiel, 
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Top Left: New members Matt and 
Karen Henderson.
Top Right: Country Squire or country 
Doctor, Doug Dow looking very 
comfortable at the ‘local’.
Middle Left: Dot Ross, Beryl and 
Lindsay Marshall with the 50th 
Wedding Anniversary cake. 
Above: Mike Fisher and Jacqui.
Left: Our hosts at the Lore of Flight, 
Anne and Peter McLean
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Left: Bruce and Dot Ross.
Middle L: John Sheehan & Fiona.
Middle R: Peter Bons and John Treble.
Lower L: Jan O’Halloran, Liz 
Matthews and Merle Wood.
Lower R: Glenn “The Phantom” 
Sturges once again a little confused by 
the prefix “under” in underwear.
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Moruya, NSW and Peter Bons, Camden, 
NSW - both of whom misplaced their 
precious caps. (A total for the R.F.D.S. 
amounted to $80 -well done, Beryl!)

Previously, John, our “roving” Presi-
dent, had welcomed new folk who had 
joined us for the weekend - Jacqui, friend 
of Mike; Fiona, friend of John Sheehan; 
Bruce, husband of Dot and new members 
Matt & Karen Henderson, from Sunbury 
with their CT4.

A surprise “not on the Agenda” came 
next. Dot welcomed Beryl & Lindsay to join 
her at a table which held a 25th Wedding 
Anniversary cake for the “Marshalls” - this 
scrumptious sponge was quickly cut up 
and distributed to all - best wishes to Beryl 
and Lindsay.

I mentioned earlier re our “roving” 
President - he even took his favourite mi-
crophone outside and farewelled all from 
the 18th Green!
Sunday, 21/9

An early morning start for Dot, Mar-
ian Miller, Kath Jensen and Pat Peak to the 
Sunday Lions’ Market -- lots of goodies, 
etc., held at the showgrounds.

Back to the Lake again for our lunch 
cruise aboard “Paradise Queen” paddleboat 
- chicken, ham & salad and sweets - most 
enjoyable.

(P.S. Did you know Dot, Marian & 
Kath started their diets today? You won’t 
recognise us at the Shepparton barbeque 
lunch at the Aero Club in December.)

The highlight of Bruce’s Yarrawonga 
trip was his experience in flying with 
Matt Henderson in his CT4! (Excited Dot 
took numerous photos of this occasion 
and many thanks to Matt & Karen (also 
photographing) - very much appreciated 
by Bruce, Peter Bons, Jan O’Halloran and 

any others.
Returning to Motels, chatting & cup-

pas with friends, we dressed appropriately 
for our final Dinner together at the Golden 
Inn Chinese Restaurant - 3 tables of ap-
prox 10 on each, beautiful meals, lovely 
red wines, etc. lots of chatting; back to 
Motels.
Monday, 22/9

Sad departures, but looking forward 
to the next trip! Happy & safe flying and 
motoring..
P.S. Our Victorian weather was just 
perfect! - perhaps not first thing Monday.

Those in attendance
Peter Ashley & Roberta 
Hector Blemings & Wendy 
Peter Bons 
Harry Couzin 
Richard Evans & Deborah 
Mike Fisher & Jacqui 
Lee Gordon-Brown & Rhonda 
David Hall
Matt Henderson & Karen 
Niels Jensen & Kath 
Warren Kirkup & Betty 
Liz Matthews 
Bill Miller & Marian 
Andy Morris & Jane 
John O’Halloran & Jan 
Bob Peak & Pat 
Gerry Pels & Denise 
George Penfound 
Dot Ross & Bruce 
John Sheehan & Fiona 
Pat Shiel 
Glenn Sturges 
Stan Tilley & Bonnie 
John Treble & Doreen 
Alan Wood & Merle 
Graham Wood & Lorraine
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The long arm of the law was in action 
at Yarrawonga when the Sheriff extracted 
fines out of participants to benefit the RFDS 
$80-00. 

Unfortunately for Peter Bons who 
had left the Griffith AGM without 
paying still got nabbed for taking the 
house keys to Griffith and locked his 
wife out! 
Friday night at the restaurant Bob 
Peak was caught pinching a chip off 
Dot Ross’ plate which turned out was 
Jacqui’s plate, so Dot got fined too. 
The Sheriff asked if everybody was 
happy to which Neil Jensen replied, 
“No”, and when asked why he had 
no reason, so got zapped because 
there was no reason to be unhappy! 
Especially when a group of Airtourer 
devotees get together. 
Wendy Blemings dobbed in Mike 
Fisher for picking the wrong restau-
rant in Kununurra in 1996!, so Mike 
had to pay up - memories live long. 

•

•

•

•

Sheriff’s Fines

 Jacqui got punished when she saw 
how much money the Sheriff was 
collecting she said, “We could buy a 
bottle of wine with that money”! 
 It was great to see Lorraine Wood 
again but she paid up for missing sev-
eral fly-ins.  
Pat Peak called Beryl “That woman”! 
Heaven help us, she’s not talking like 
the Phantom is she? A warning fine 
ensued. 
And talking of the Phantom he got 
fined for being himself! 
Other incidental fines and dona-
tions made up a nice amount, but 
the Sheriff isn’t so popular when she 
wears that badge! 

•

•

•

•

•

The 50th anniversary of Randy’s first flight in FMM falls on Good Friday 2009. The 
Association will not be holding a major Fly-inS on Friday but we suggest all Airtourer 
owners aim to fly on the day to remember the event. Please take a photo and forward 
a couple of words to the Editor to compile into an article.

The planning sub committee for the AGM 2009, “50 for 50”, are well advanced 
in their organisation. Accommodation will be at a premium and it is essential that you 
book ASAP. Details are included later in this newsletter.

Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran

Continued from page 2
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The Airtourer President’s Fly-in was 
once again scheduled at Yarrawonga for 
the weekend of the  20th and 21st September 
which was great, except that we have been 
having trouble in southern Tasmania trying 
to get any maintenance done and MTL was 
due for a 100 hourly and the IFR instrument 
check. Thanks to our LAME friend, Rex 
Koerbin of Merimbula, who flew over espe-
cially, and to Bill Cannan from Melbourne 
based Avionics 2000, we were able to get 
the jobs done – but only just!  At 6:30pm 
on Thursday night we were still replacing 
the altimeter, which had been sent to Bris-
bane to be checked. Why? It was working 
perfectly but rules are rules. Finally, Bon-
nie and I departed at the crack of dawn on 
Friday, about 12:30pm, right into 40knot 
headwinds. Normally, we would have flown 
right through in about four hours but our 
slow ground speed meant a fuel stop at 
Launceston. The trip was pleasant but very 
slow, mostly on top of cloud. At least we did 
arrive in time for dinner.

Airtourer meetings are great and 
we met up with our wonderful friends 
with lots of talk, not to mention a glass 
or two of red, and perhaps a few lies? The 
organization was really good. We did some 
flying but there is never enough time to 
do everything. It was fantastic to see that 
Rick and Debbie Evans had flown down 
from Cairns. 

In the time leading up to the meet-
ing, Andy and Jane (Airtourer FVV) had 

Outback – via Yarrawonga 
Sept 2008
Stan Tilley

been suggesting we might join them in a 
trip further north after Yarrawonga. This 
sounded fine as Bonnie and I had already 
decided that it was a good time to conduct 
our annual inspection of the rental property 
north of Cairns. They offered suggestions, 
and as Bonnie and I were just “The kids in 
the back seat” we agreed to everything just 
so long as we could eventually peel off for 
the far North Queensland bit.

It worked really well. Andy and Jane 
had done all the work and, like the kids, we 
just followed. “When are we going to get 
there?” “Are we there yet?”

Departing Yarrawonga on Monday 
we were lucky to avoid some nasty weather 
that held up others. “Did you see the light-
ning?” “What about the storms?” It seems 
that I was quite oblivious but then maybe I 
was still in a red haze from too much cele-
brating. No! Some of red haze was definitely 
dust storms which blotted out the horizon 
from time to time as we flew Griffith, Cobar 
(lunch) Cunnamulla and then “the kids” 
followed Andy and Jane to Aldville as the 
red centre got redder and redder.

Aldville? I had never heard of it but 
we were met by a most gracious couple, 
Alan and Louise Travers. Aldville is a 
30,000 hectare property about 150 klms 
north-west of Cunnamulla. The area has 
suffered from drought for the past eight 
years so no longer carries 30,000 sheep and 
10,000 cattle but now supports barely 1000 
cattle. The biggest income earner though 
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is wild goats. As we flew over, Bonnie said, 
“What are those critters? They bounce 
and leap around but they are definitely 
not sheep or cattle”. There are thousands 
of goats of all colours and a recent muster 
caught 800.What for you may ask? The 
goats are slaughtered and sold to the Ger-
man market as apparently the Germans 
just love wild goat meat. Not only can the 
goats be sold but they do not need shear-
ing, drenching or any other service, and 
will eat anything. 

Yes, it is dry but the homestead is 
a real oasis in the red earth. Louise has a 
beautiful garden watered completely by 
artesian bore. No hot water is required 
as the bore water surfaces at 100psi and 
90 degrees temperature and it has to be 
cooled before use. A wonderful couple of 
days followed with magnificent meals and 
accommodation and trips around the prop-
erty which is bounded by beautiful escarp-
ments of red conglomerate rock. We were 
lucky. There had just been a little rain. Not 
enough to turn the clay airstrip into a bog 
but enough to let the Paroo river flow for us 
to experience a real water crossing.

At Longreach we were only allowed 
to stop for lunch, so I could only look from 

the dining room at the Qantas Boeings, 
747 and 707 and the old Qantas Empire 
Airways DC3, last seen at Hoxton Park. I 
was not even allowed to renew acquaint-
ance with my Mother who gets a mention 
in the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, because 
she was a member of a family of travelling 
musicians.  We were airborne once 
again, this time for another outback sta-
tion, Carisbrooke, which is about 500 
kms north west and which is possibly 
even larger than Aldville. It did not seem 

possible, but it is even drier than Aldville. 
It is situated in the middle of a huge totally 
flat basin with surrounding escarpments 45 
kms away from the homestead but still part 
of the property.  Just as well that it is flat be-
cause in 1942 a lost Boeing Flying Fortress 
B17 bomber landed on the strip next to the 
homestead. A brass plaque reveals that on 
board was Naval Commander Lyndon B 
Johnson, who later became President of the 
United States. The plaque does not reveal 
the fate of the pilot who got lost and ran 
out of fuel!

Carisbrooke was a very simple basic 
homestead of fibro cement and not much 
water so no oasis but the reception and 
hospitality from Charles and Anne Phillott 
was delightful. It was a pleasure to hear 
the compliments from our girls about the 
almost forgotten delights of a real dinner 
of corned beef and vegies. No stock at all 
on this property but still plenty of goats in 
the distant hills.

We enjoyed a magnificent trip to the 
outcrops to see an opal mine and to get a 
wonderful run down on the flora of this 
country but we were now in Dinosaur Land 
and this was the main objective of the visit 
to this area.

A quick fly over to Lark Quarry and 

Landing at Aldville.
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we were right into it. There were thousands 
of dinosaur footprints and lots of informa-
tion. It was all very interesting and appar-
ently the inspiration for the popular film 
Jurassic Park.

Back east again for just 100 klms was 
Winton, not only the site of the original 
Qantas flights but again right into the Dino-
saur story. The most famous hotel was the 
North Gregory, famous because it was the 
site for the first rendition of Waltzing Ma-
tilda. A 1950’s grand design had replaced 
the original which was burned down (three 
times) but the current pub has seen better 
days. It was comfortable enough but not 
the best management especially as, “No. 
We don’t do breakfast”. But we did alright 
with pancakes at the café over the road and 
also enjoyed the excellent Waltzing Matilda 
museum and still more dinosaur fossils and 

displays.
Jane was flying FVV as we set off 

for Hughenden. Now up to this point our 
aircraft, MTL had had no trouble keeping 
up or sometimes even passing FVV but not 
now. As we sighted Hughenden aerodrome 
Jane was already landing. She had left us for 
dead. “I just stoked it up a bit” she said.

Peter, our host at Hughenden Royal 
Resort hotel/motel, picked us up from the 
airport and on the way casually admitted 
being the owner of all three pubs in town, 
including the currently unused but historic 
Grand. Now at last, as it had been extremely 
hot, we were able to use our swimming 
gear as there was a nice pool. Still dinosaur 
country but there was also lots of informa-
tion on the shearers’ strike in the late 19th 
century.

From Hughenden we went our 
separate ways. Jane and Andy went to the 
coast to enjoy sailing and whale chasing 
on the Whitsundays but we headed north 

over the Porcupine Gorge for Cairns.
Knowing that we were not safe on our 

own, Rick and Debbie, now back in their 
home town, soon had us organised in Deb’s 
little Mazda 121 car and set us off on the 
road to Mossman, north of Port Douglas.

The Coral Sea was glassy with Bon-
nie the only other swimmer in the ocean. 
The rising sun was shining brilliantly, so 
bright that as I did a few strokes through 
the 26 degree water I closed my eyes when 
‘BANG-SMASH’ I was attacked by some 
solid creature which blooded and bruised 
my nose and made me see multiple stars. 
Was it a crocodile? Was it a shark? Was it 
a lump of coral?

It was ONLY Bonnie. The sun was so 
bright that she had made a quick 180 degree 
turn and smashed into me head on.

Carisbrooke Accommodation. L to R, Andy 
Morris, Stan Tilley and Jane Morris
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As I said, WE WERE THE ONLY 
TWO SWIMMERS IN THE CORAL SEA! 
Is that what is called ‘domestic violence?’

Mossman Gorge, surprised us by 
being crowded with tourists, then back 
to Cairns for an enjoyable night with Ric 
and Deb.

First night from Cairns was Rock-
hampton, where we enjoyed the old Crite-
rion Hotel. Rockhampton was exciting. The 
aerodrome was full of great helicopters and 
lots of war machinery as the Singapore Air 
Force was operating there on manoeuvers. 
Unfortunately, when refueling at Mackay, 
Bonnie left behind our antique thermos 
flask and so said “Goodbye” to an old com-
panion of many miles both on land and in 
the air. I had already lost my ASIC card so 
was a bit touchy as to how I would cope 
with the security airports that we were now 
required to use. I think it was a sign that we 
had been so well looked after by Andy and 
Jane and were now having trouble looking 
after ourselves.

At Maroochydore we had lunch 
with our friend and Association member 

Sibylle before flying to the 
Gold Coast and grabbing a 
hire car to drive to Brisbane 
to spend a night with our 
daughter Kate. So far, so 
good. We had, by devious 
talking, avoided too much 
trouble with the security 
men who insisted on escort-
ing us out of Gold Coast 
aerodrome but what about 
when we needed to get back 
in? We wanted to spend the 
next few nights at the Gold 
Coast to catch up with our 

eldest daughter, Jackie and her three 
glorious daughters but had not organised 
anything. 

No problem. There were ‘Vacancy’ 
signs on a number of apartments. Certainly 
it had been a mistake to leave Brisbane 
at 3:30pm on a Friday, as the traffic was 
bumper to bumper so the trip had taken 
over two hours and it was now very dark.

“What? You are actually full up, 
despite the sign?” “Yes sorry. We forgot to 
take it in.” After this had happened about 
six times we grabbed a phone book. Seven 
phone calls later and we were still without 
a bed. Finally we decided to try Mt Tam-
borine, 65 klms up in the hinterland.

Tamborine? We had never been there 
but Kerrie of a resort called Bungunyah had 
one bed, the honeymoon suite. Kerrie also 
said that they would keep the dining room 
open for us. So we set off in the pitch dark 
up an exciting, twisty mountain road with 
numerous side roads. There were road signs 
but all seemed to lead to the same place: 
“Avocados 4 for $1”. However, we were 
OK as we were following Tom-Tom, the 
automotive GPS. We were about 5k short 

Bonnie Tilley on the Carisbrooke escarpment.
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when the GPS died. It had a flat battery.  
As we were relying on Tom-Tom, we were 
lost and had to phone the resort for more 
instructions. Eventually we arrived, had a 
wonderful meal and a lovely bed and a su-
perb breakfast next morning. But the room 
was only available for one night so we had 
to do some more hunting. Finished up at 
Dave’s which was a brand new cottage but 
there was no breakfast. We were his first 
customers. Could we go back to Bungun-
yah again for breakfast? Certainly, we were 
most welcome, and as well, they now had 
another room available. We did well. Two 
nights and three breakfasts.

In between enjoying the beautiful rain 
forest walks, a magnificent garden festival 
and a lovely Botanical Garden, prepared 
and maintained entirely by volunteers, we 
went back down to the coast for lunch with 
our three lovely grand daughters, two of 
whom will be completing their University 
degrees this year. 

But we needed to keep moving so 
the following morning we made a visual 
departure from the Gold Coast in glorious 
sunshine. There were no security problems 
either because needless to say I had ‘found’ 
my ASIC. Wind was forecast at 25 kts 
from the north-west but as were travelling 
south-west to Mudgee for refueling there 
was no big deal.

What is this? A big band of black 
cloud appeared almost immediately. Seven 
thousand was required for lowest safe and 
as we entered the cloud, it became obvi-
ous that things were very different. It was 
relatively smooth but the average ground 
speed was only about 80 knots until we 
struck some massive rotors. At one stage, 
ground speed was just 30 knots and we 
were descending. This seemed to amuse 

flight service who asked “What sort of air-
craft? Is it a CT4?” To which I replied “No 
it is not. It is a Victa which is the smaller 
brother but right at the moment I wish it 
was a CT4 as I could do with the extra 50 
horsepower”. We were not getting anywhere 
fast, so when Tamworth finally came up, an 
hour later than planned, we decided to stay 
there for the night. Besides, I was feeling 
a bit unwell as I had a lump on my chest 
where something had bitten me.

The lump turned out to be a fern tic, 
which I must have picked up in the rain 
forests. It was now many hours and a couple 
of showers and clothing changes later, so 
where had it come from and was I suffering 
a touch of tic fever? Very uncomfortable 
and unpleasant and even worse, Bonnie 
later discovered that she had been attacked 
by two of the beasts. But we survived and 
next day flew VFR to Wangaratta before the 
final leg over the Strait home.

Surely it was not headwinds again? 
Yes it was, but at 8000ft we were making 
reasonable progress on top of cloud so just 
had to sit there. That was until the last leg 
from Devonport to Hobart/ Sandfly when 
Bonnie expressed some concern about 
the freezing looking cloud tops ahead. We 
climbed to 9000 but Bonnie was not happy. 
After all it was minus ten degrees outside 
and the heater is more effective on my 
side so we cancelled IFR, found a hole and 
descended VFR and OCTA into the murk 
and the bumps. 

Sandfly was covered by a nice fat, 
foggy rain cloud. Where was it?  We man-
aged to find it and landed – only to discover 
our van parked in the hangar had a flat tire. 
This was the only mechanical problem on 
the whole trip.

The “kids” were glad to be home.
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Committee News 
The following are relevant points 

from the Committee Meeting held at 
Yarrawonga. We would like to emphasise 
that while the day to day running of the 
Association is done by the Committee, 
the Committee requires input from the 
members.
Succession Plan. John Treble reminds 
us that when elected President, he would 
commit for two years then to assess 
the position of President on a yearly basis. 
There being no nomination for President 
at the next AGM, he is prepared to 
offer himself for a further year. He noted 
that Colleen Murray would be standing 
down after a long term as Treasurer and 
once again emphasizes that the Associa-
tion needs new blood on the Committee. 
Next AGM. Planning was well advanced 
for the Wangaratta AGM and celebration 
of 50 years of Airtouring. See pages 25-27 
in this issue for more details. 
Trophies. The Association presents a 
number of awards at the AGM and some 
of these have perpetual trophies. Un-
fortunately these trophies are large and 
not always practical to take home in an 
Airtourer. Additionally, in the past, there 
has been some difficulty in ensuring the 
trophies are returned for the next AGM. 
It has been suggested that the perpetual 
trophies are held at Lee Gordon-Brown’s 
hangar with other Association and Co-op 
materials. 
Membership Fees. No one likes to pay 
increased membership fees however it 
was noted that it was some time since 
they were raised and that costs have 
increased. It is proposed to table a mo-
tion at the next AGM to raise the annual 
renewal to $35. 

AGM Memorabilia. We are looking at 
options for AGM memorabilia such as 
hats, shirts or badges. Not just for 50 
years of Airtouring next year but for all 
AGMs. 
Association Name Badges. Jan 
O’Halloran is investigating more Associa-
tion name badges.
Communication With Members. Cur-
rently the main form of communication 
with members is the Newsletter. In the 
21st century it may be more appropri-
ate to use the internet and email more 
frequently to supplement the newsletter. 
Doug Stott has managed the website on a 
volunteer basis for some time and is cur-
rently giving it a facelift. We are fortunate 
to have an enthusiastic new member in 
Matt Henderson who has experience with 
websites. Matt will be working with Doug 
to improve the Association’s web site. 

The Secretary has previously at-
tempted to use bulk email to pass on critical 
information. Unfortunately, there has been 
problems with incorrect email addresses 
that cause the whole mailout to fail. We 
suspect this is an anti spam function of 
Bigpond but are working on a system that 
is reliable. 
President’s Fly-In 2009. There was some 
discussion on whether it was time to 
move the President’s Fly-In somewhere 
else after two years at Yarrawonga. After 
considering the great support we get 
from Peter and Anne McLean it was de-
cided to return to Yarrawonga in 2009.
AGM & Convention 2010. Locations 
are already being considered for the 2010 
AGM. Some of the suggestions so far are 
Shepparton, Tumut, Bathrust, Young, 
Cootamundra or Narrandara. Inputs 
welcome!



Airtourer Association Newsletter     November 2008

Page 22

Co-op News
Maintenance Manual. The current 
Maintenance Manual was written long 
ago to satisfy the requirements of the 
rules at that time. CASA publications 
currently advise:

“For aircraft operated in Private, 
Aerial Work and Charter (Charter is soon 
to be included in the transport category), the 
Registered Operator (Part 47), will need to 
choose a maintenance schedule from one of 
the following:
(i) the manufacturer’s system of mainte-

nance
(ii) their own approved system of mainte-

nance
(iii) the CASA system of maintenance 

(schedule 5).”
Most Airtourers are maintained to 

Schedule 5. However, CASA also state:
“Schedule 5
First of all it must be stated that the 

original purpose behind the CASA system 
of Maintenance was for use by owners of 
aircraft where the manufacturer’s system 
of maintenance was inadequate for some 
reason.” 

One of CASA’s concerns is that 
Schedule 5 states what has to be done but 
not how. In particular any maintenance 
must be done using “approved data”. The 
aircraft manufacturer is usually one of the 
best sources of approved data, typically 
included in the Maintenance Manual. 

Maintenance regulation is under 
review and CASA advise:

“It is proposed in the future that the 
new equivalent to the current schedule 5 
will be limited to aircraft used in private or 
aerial work categories and for which there 
is an inadequate manufacturer’s system of 
maintenance. The manufacturer’s system 

would be the CASA preferred system and 
will require no approval.”

It is important to note that the “..will 
require no approval”, relates to the Regis-
tered Operator gaining approval to use the 
manufacturers system. The manufacturer, 
in our case the Airtourer Co-operative, 
will still need to have CASA approval for 
other than minor changes changes to the 
Maintenance Manual, .

Lee Gordon-Brown is currently draft-
ing an amendment to the Maintenance 
Manual but the Co-op will likely incur a 
significant expense in having this approved 
by a CAR35 organisation.  
NZ Type Certificate Transfer. This 
process is currently in the hands of the 
NZ CAA. The Co-op has provided the 
necessary documentation and paid the 
initial fee. Lee Gordon-Brown has hosted 
an inspection by NZ Airworthiness In-
spectors and we await further feedback.
Alan Wood’s Move. Alan’s move to Wed-
derburn continues slowly as the eviction 
date from Hoxton has been extended. 
Alan cannot operate a business from 
Wedderburn and CASA has been helpful 
in providing Alan with a roving approval. 
When the move does eventuate a stock 
take will be made and the Co-op may ask 
for volunteers to help.
Contacts. The Association website 
includes the facility to email requests 
for support. Alan does not have internet 
access at his hangar and the preferred 
method to order parts is via Alan’s fax.
Windshields and Canopies. Previously 
the Co-op reported a new source for 
windshield and canopies. Unfortunately 
there have been ongoing concerns with 
the quality and another source in NZ has 
been found.
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MEMBERS SEMINAR: WHAT DO MEMBERS WANT AT FLY-INS?
YARRAWONGA, 20 SEPT 2008

The following is a summary of the disccussion led by Mike Fisher regarding what 
members would like to see as activities at our Fly-Ins. This list will form the basis for 
further discussion and suggestions. Please forward your thoughts to the Committee.
TECHNICAL TALKS

Oil and Fuel subjects
Fibre glass repair
Propellers
Pilot maintenance of own a/c including how approved/trained to do 
legally
Review of current Airtourer ADs  

REFRESHER COURSES FOR PILOTS
Would require significant inputs to develop anything similar to that car-
ried out by other a/c type groups.
Can be tied to individuals BFR
Would require qualified instructors
We could do desktop review of sections of new AFM in house.

MORE FLYING ACTIVITY
Encourage buddy rides
Extend rides to host aero club members and non Airtourer owners
Streamer cutting previously had a poor response
Some form of duty pilot to facilitate activities
Create a register to help matching process
Timetable flying activities as part of the event programme and avoid hav-
ing any meetings during that time
Competitive events such as spot landing
Confine events to local area given that the nav comp has died a natural 
death
Pylon racing
Formation flying/aerobatics mentoring

SOCIAL ASPECTS
Dancing/music/karaoke
CD player adequate for music

GUEST SPEAKERS
Have a celebrity speaker from AGM location
Not politicians
Aviation/sporting identities
Presentation must be entertaining
Contact local Toastmasters  to identify a speaker

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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SAFARI ASSOCIATED WITH AGM
AGM to be a destination following 3-4 day safari.
Not everyone need do the whole trip
Organization involved would be huge task
Peter from Lore of Flight outlined at length safari organized for groups 
over 7 day period with comprehensive support package
Can we sub contract Peter?
Can we chose an AGM location in Qld and make the trip up a safari for 
southern members

OTHER ITEMS OF DISCUSSION
Owners to give a talk on Airtourer adventures i.e. Stan and Bonnie or 
Alan and Merle.
Air to air photographic missions to have photograph of own a/c
Promote Airtourer to Aero clubs
Capital City AGM location-not a popular choice at all!
Update website for online forums
Review newsletter style
Advertise in aviation magazines

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Heard at the Hangar Door. Stu Hislberg has returned from his contract as a Quality 
Manager with Air Niugini. He as a number of interesting stories regarding introduc-
ing modern quality management principles into a developing country.

Doug Stott is now the Head of Safety Compliance and Environment at Toll in 
Brisbane. He commutes to Cairns where Suzie is ensuring that CTM does not suffer 
neglect. Doug’s other project, the Piper Cub, continues it’s slow progress. The engine has 
been run and the wings are awaiting covering. All going well it may fly early next year. 

We all are aware that Alan Wood has to move from the long established  and 
historic Hoxton Park. The aerodrome was sold to developers and was destined to be sub 
divided for housing. A side effect of the current financial crisis means it is once again 
for sale. While in some ways this is good news it does add to the uncertainty as to when 
Alan will have to leave. 

Peter Bons reports that UK Airtourer owner Ralph Vincent and his wife Hazel 
will be visiting Australia in February next year as part of a world cruise. Actually Ralph 
is more than just a UK owner, he was the original Glosair that produced the Airtouers 
in the UK. The places and dates of his visit are listed below and he would like to catch 
up with Association members. Liaise through Peter Bons. 
12 Feb 09 Perth  1 day 
13 Feb 09 Albany  Afternoon only 
16 Feb 09 Adelaide 1 day 
18 Feb 09 Melbourne 1 day 
20 Feb 09 Sydney  1 day (2 evenings) 
23 Feb 09 Brisbane 1 day.
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THE 31st CONVENTION and  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wangaratta, 6th, 7th, 8th March, 2009

As it is a long weekend in Victoria and Wangaratta are holding a Festival at the 
same time, it is important you urgently secure your accommodation, 
ASAP.
Look at the “Accommodation in Wangaratta”, next page,for all needed details at 2008 
prices, with 5 in preferred order as they are close together. 

(1) Parkview Motor Inn. (where the AGM’s are to be held.) Mention 
Airtourer association but will take 3 night bookings only. 

(2) Best Western Warby Lodge. 
(3) Quality Hotel Wangaratta Gateway. 
(4) Ryley Motor Inn. 
(5) Billabong Motel Guesthouse. 

After confirming your accommodation, fill in the Registration Form below and with 
deposit made out to Airtourer Association, post to John Treble, P.O. Box 57, Keilor, 
3036.

INITIAL  PROGRAM  OUTLINE

Wangaratta, 6th, 7th, 8th, March, 2009

Friday 6th Arrivals. Aero Club will be open. 
Dinner at Hotel Pinsent.

Saturday 7th Town Shopping. 
Lunch at Aero Club followed by flying activities. 
WGT aero club can provide AFR’s or any other renewals. 
Convention Dinner at Murdoch House. 
Entertainment with none other than “Elvis Presley” himself.

Sunday 8th Association and Co-Op meetings. 
Coach tour with lunch at Pickle Sisters Winery, Rutherglen.  
Dinner at the Wangaratta Club Bistro.

Monday 9th Departures.
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Registration Form
To receive the correct information required on the registration form, where you see 
I / We / will / will not /, please place a circle around only what is applicable and what 
you intend to do.

Captain and 1st Officer’s name…………………………………………………………

VH-………

Arrival day and time……………………..Departure day and time..…………………..

Accommodation details……………………………………………………...

I / We / will / will not / be having dinner at the Hotel Pinsent Bistro on Friday.
 
I / We / will / will not / be having lunch at the WGT Aero Club on Saturday.

I / We / will / will not / be going to the Convention Dinner on Saturday.    

I / We / will / will not / be going on the relaxing Sunday lunch tour.

I / We / will / will not / be having dinner at the Wangaratta Club on Sunday.

A deposit of $50 per person required.  Number of people ………X $50 = $……….

To satisfy requirements of catering function venues that we arrange for Fly-In’s, 
below are guidelines that we need to abide by. 
      
Registrations with deposit will only be accepted on the above form by 18 Feb 2009.

Phone calls to Register are unacceptable, or just turning up is not an option.

Return of deposits cannot be guaranteed after the closing date of 18 Feb 2009.

Return to: John Treble, 
  P.O. Box 57 
  Keilor, 3036.

This form can be downloaded from the Associations Website under Activities > 
Next Event.
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Welcome
Michael Hackman from Sydney who has CT4, A19-074, VH-APV. Michael is also 
Vice President of the Tasmanian Section of the RFDS.
Tony Jackson of Bannockburn Victoria who has Airtourer 150, VH-CNO as well as 
a Cessna 172.

Calendar of Events

Victorian Branch Christmas Fly-In

This event to be held on Sunday 7th December 2008 for a local Coach tour includ-
ing lunch at Shepparton. Coach will be departing Shepparton aerodrome at 11.30 

a.m. 
For catering etc, you must phone Andrew Clement on 03 5826 2315 by 

 1st December 2008

2009 Convention and Annual General Meeting

The 31st Convention and Annual General meeting of the Airtourer Association to 
be held at Wangaratta on 6th, 7th, and 8th of March 2009. Details pages 25-27 this 

Newsletter.

Good Friday 10th April 2009

Informal gathering of the faithful at the Kyneton Aerodrome to celebrate 50 years to 
the day since the first flight of prototype FMM.

If you can’t make Kyneton then make an effort to fly and let us know how you cel-
ebrated the first flight.

Victorian Branch 2009 mid-year Dinner Night 

 Annual mid-year Dinner Night at the Old England Hotel,  
Heidelberg, on 7 Jun 2009

2009 President’s Fly-In

The President’s Fly-In to be held at Yarrawonga on the 18,19, 20th of September. 


