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Committee Elections
The Rules governing an Incorporated Association lay down the following require-

ments for election of the Committee:
• The Committee shall consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and

3 Ordinary Members.
• Nominations must be submitted in writing to the Secretary.
• There must be 2 Proposers and the Nominee must state acceptance of the nomina-

tion.
• A member can be only nominated for one position.

Nominations  are called for all positions on the Committee to be elected at the
AGM as notified in this Newsletter. Nominations are to be sent to the Secretary at the
following address on the attached or similar form.
Secretary: John O’Halloran

P.O. Box 778
Tewantin QLD 4565
FAX: 07 54425180

Airtourer Association Nomination for Election to the Committee

I  nominate _______________________________________________
for the position of: (mark appropriate position)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Ordinary Members (three positions)

Nominated by (Signature) _________________________________________

(Name) _________________________________________

Seconded by (Signature) _________________________________________

(Name) _________________________________________
I agree to being nominated for the above mentioned position.

Signature of candidate:
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Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

Editorial
This issue has been delayed awaiting finalisation of the court action. I hope that

this has not caused any inconvenience, especially with regard to planning for the AGM.
The  hotels will hold bookings for the Association until the end of March.

The legal action has been a difficult time for Airtourer owners and while the settle-
ment is welcome the next step of ensuring continued airworthiness support for the future
will take a lot more work. The Association and Co-Op owe a debt to the Directors of the
Co-op and in particular Hugh Knox for persevering in the face of the legal obstructions
thrown up by the respondents. Also a special thank you to Maureen Knox for her pa-
tience and support.

This issue includes the ATSB report on an Airtourer fatal accident at Camden. The
loss of any aircraft is sad but the loss of life is a tragedy. As pilots we have an obligation to
learn from these accidents so as not to repeat them.
Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran

Editor, John O’Halloran Mobile: 0411 968901 (SMS)
P.O. Box 778, FAX: (07) 54425180
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone: (07) 54476604

Email John_OH@Bigpond.com

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John
O’Halloran at the contacts listed above. Please enclose payment for any advertisement.
The next Newsletter will be published in May 2005. Contributions and or advertise-
ments are to be with JOH by 15 April 2005.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $20.00

Large advertisement $40.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy
direct to the publisher.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Airtourer Association Inc.

The Annual General Meeting of the Airtourer Association will be held at the Bro-
ken Hill Airport Terminal,  at 0930 on 1st May 2005.

Agenda:

•Presentation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting (Published in
the May 2004 Newsletter.)

•Business Arising from the Minutes.

•Presentation of Reports

•Election of Office Bearers

•Other Business

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd

The Annual General Meeting of the Airtourer Co-Operative will be held at the
Broken Hill Airport Terminal at 1030 on 1st May 2005.

Agenda:

•Presentation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting.

•Business Arising from the Minutes.

•Election for retiring Board Members

•Other Business

Note: Only active members may vote at an AGM.
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A difficult period for Airtourer owners
came to an end last week when the Adminis-
trators for Millicer Aircraft Industries and the
Airtourer Co-Operative reached an out of court
settlement over ownership of the property and
rights related to the Airtourer. It was agreed
that MAI would return all the property and
rights in return for a sum of money and with-
drawal by the Co-Op of all legal action. Addi-
tionally, each party to the proceedings would
pay it’s own costs. The actual sum of money in
the settlement was confidential.

Aero Engine Services Ltd of New Zea-
land took over production of the Airtouer se-
ries of aircraft from Victa in the late 1960s.
When production ceased  the Airtourer Co-
Operative was formed and in August 1978 it
purchased the remaining property and rights
to the Airtourer. Over the years the Co-Op-
erative received a number of offers from vari-
ous organisations to restart production of the
Airtourer. Millicer Aircraft Industries was
formed in the 1990s to produce the four seat
Aircruiser. The Aircruiser was originally a Victa
design and achieved full certification prior to
the sale to AESL. However, AESL did not put
it into production but modified it slightly into
the CT4 military trainer. MAI felt there was a
market for the Aircruiser in the 1990s and
obtained the rights. It was to be marketed as

the Shrike.
MAI felt that they needed to start with

the Airtourer prior to launching the Shrike and
commenced negotiations with the Airtourer
Co-Operative to purchase the Airtourer rights.
An agreement was reached in December 1997.
The Co-Op, in order to protect the Airtourer
owners, included clauses in the purchase agree-
ment that everything would be returned un-
der certain conditions. These conditions in-
cluded if MAI was placed in receivership, if an
Airtourer Aircraft was not produced for sale
within five years and protections against it be-
ing sold overseas.

Unfortunately MAI was not successful
and were placed under administration. When
the administrator attempted to sell MAI’s as-
sets the Co-op stepped in and advised the auc-
tion of the conditions of the original sales con-
tract. The Administrator was also made aware
of the responsibilities of the holder of the Cer-
tificates of Type Approval (CTA). Subsequently
the Administrator licenced these responsibili-
ties to the Co-op.

The major activity required of the CTA
holder at that time was rewriting the Approved
Flight Manuals. The Co-op was well advanced
in meeting the CASA deadlines when the Ad-
ministrator cancelled that licence and instead
licenced Edge Aviation who subsequently pro-

IT’S OVER!
MAI and Airtourer Co-

operative Reach Out of
Court Settlement
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Calendar of Events

Annual General Meeting Fly-In
29th April to 1st May 2005

Broken Hill
See details this Newsletter

South Australian Fly-In
1st-3rd October 2005

Port Lincoln
Details In Future Newsletter

FOR SALE
Airtourer T6/24.

Approx 3500 TT, extensively upgraded mechanically last 12 mths.
Eng & prop approx 1300 TR, 160 HP CSU with new hub, new fuel
cells etc. Initial Aero endorsement can be arranged with new owner.

$76,000+ GST
PH/FAX 02 69552220 Mob 0427 606858
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duced the AFMs.
The Co-Op approached the Adminis-

trator regarding the conditions in the original
sales agreement. When these discussions did
not reach a satisfactory agreement the Co-Op
had no choice but to seek a court ruling to
enforce the contract. This legal action has gone
on for a long time, consumed much capital
and taken a personal toll on the Co-Op Direc-
tors.

Most people fortunately don’t have
much experience of the litigation aspects of the
legal system. The Co-op’s solicitors prepared a
detailed case but this was never heard  on it’s
merits. Instead there followed a series of court
appearances where the respondents required
various matters to be clarified or ruled upon
by the court. Sources report this is a common
tactic by one side attempting to wear the other
down and out of funds. At one stage the re-
spondents raised concerns about the Co-op’s
ability to pay if they lost and the Co-op was
required to deposit a sum of money with the
court. Finally the case was close to being heard
on it’s merits when direct discussions resumed
and a settlement was reached.

Although this process has been very tir-
ing in itself one Co-op director observed, ”now
the work really begins”.

The very first step is to transfer the CTAs
into the Co-op’s name. MAI’s administrator
has already commenced this process by writ-
ing to the NZ CAA as well as CASA. Addi-
tionally Edge Aviation, who has been manag-
ing the airworthiness for MAI, has been ad-
vised.

CASA has changed it’s method of regu-
lation over the years. Previously when the Co-
op held the CTAs the regulator managed the
ongoing airworthiness requirements of Austral-
ian certified aircraft and the Co-op could con-
centrate on supply of spares and advice. Now

the regulator follows international practice and
requires the CTA holder to do this in accord-
ance with the regulator’s airworthiness require-
ments. We saw a major step in this direction
with the new Flight Manual system where the
MAI/Edge AFM replaced the original CASA
manual.  CASA manages airworthiness from a
distance by requiring the holders to have for-
mal procedures and processes to satisfy the
regulations. These procedures will have to be
written, a demanding task that has been taken
on by Co-op Director Stu Hilsberg.

The Co-op has a long standing arrange-
ment with CAR35 approved engineering or-
ganisation Auto Avia Design at Bankstown.
The principal engineer at Auto Avia is Mr.
David Simons who trained under Henry
Millicer and is very familiar with the Airtourer.
Auto Avia have already been of great help in
developing Flight Manual Supplements to
update the MAI AFMs to cover the modified
aircraft.

Aircraft Security Devices
The Government has issued leg-

islation so that from 10th March air-
craft must be secured against theft. The
Dept. of Transport and Regional Serv-
ices (DOTARS) has advised that stand-
ard door locks on aircraft are not ad-
equate and that the measure used would
need to be easily visible from outside
the aircraft to deter theft and to faciliate
DOTARS compliance checking.

CASA has issued an Airworthi-
ness Bulletin AWB 02-8 to give guid-
ance on the airworthines aspects of any
anti theft device fitted to an aircraft. The
AWB can be downloaded from the
CASA website.
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Canyon, Sydney, Blue Mountains, Melbourne, Great Ocean Road, Castlemaine, Echuca,
Melbourne, Wangaratta.
Your impressions of Australia? I really like it.
Come again? Absolutely.
Sheriff - Sorry John it has taken so long to put the Interrogation into print, but some Aussie
Pilots have required some punishing and interrogating!! Hope the report is accurate, if not
please forgive me. Thank you for being part of our great 25th AGM, and you will be most
welcome to come and receive more Airtourer punishment, sorry I mean hospitality.

Since the Interrogation - John is no longer flying or a Share holder of ZOE, he has been
replaced by Derek Wright, a Commercial Pilot, who has 150 hours on Airtourers. Now his
arm needs twisting to join the Association, and to come to the great Down Under for an
AGM. Broken Hill would be a great introduction!

FOR SALE
VICTA AIRTOURER - 115 HP

Night VFR Category

7670 TTIS, Engine 830 HTR, Prop 900 HTR, Annual Inspection completed
December 2004

VHF - Narco Com 11A, Narco ADF, Narco TSP (Mode C), Sigtronics Intercom.
New cockpit trims, carpet and overhead light fittings. AH, DI, VSI, T&B, ALT, ASI.
No outstanding A/D’s. Wheel fairings. No Corrosion. Always hangared. Maintenance

history in original airframe and engine log books.
$46,000.

Phone Mike: (02) 4658 0946 (after hours)
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Victorian Christmas Fly-In
Khancoban
4th – 5th December 2005
John Treble

The weather for this weekend was made
to order, absolutely perfect, with everybody re-
marking what a beautiful place to enjoy a cou-
ple of days, with Khancoban set in the foot-
hills of the Snowy Mountains. The airfield is
right in town plus the hospitality and accom-
modation at the Alpine Inn was excellent.

Eight people arrived on Friday afternoon.
After settling in we journeyed to the Golf Club

for a bistro meal, then an early night.
Saturday saw the further 18 arrive dur-

ing the day, with about half the party taking
the 10km drive using the Community Bus
(driven by Lindsay) to visit the Murray No. 1
Power Station Visitors’ Centre to remind us
how the Snowy Mountain Scheme was built
and how it works.
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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES......

JOHN CALVERT

(One of them there Poms who came to Wangaratta’s AGM,
March 2003)

Interrogated under duress on the bus to Beechworth
Mental Asylum.

Which part of England do you live? Newcastle.
Occupation? Hyundai Motor Dealer.
How long have you been a Pilot? I’ve been flying since 1967, and obtained my full licence in
1971.
How did your interest in flying begin? I started when very young, joining Air Force Cadets.
Went on a pleasure flight at Heathrow in 1950 - can you imagine being able to do that now?
What Aircraft ownership do you have? I have a share in G-AZOE (see Sheriff‘s notes below). I
learned to fly in a Victa AT100, the Sunderland Aero Club had two of them.
Most humorous moment in flight? A Japanese Controller couldn’t understand type of Aircraft I
was flying, so I spelled out phonetically. Another Aircraft Pilot come over on the radio and
replied in Japanese accent, “Ah-Soee” (Hope I’ve put that right John).
What other interests do you have? Motor racing, and the Melbourne Grand Prix has been
included in this trip. Have raced a lot of
different vehicles over a period of years.
Soccer - I remember when my club, Sunder-
land, won the FA Cup, which was the first
FA Cup to be televised in Australia in Black
& White. (Greg Rutherford is old enough to
remember it.)
What, or who, made you decide to come to this
25th convention? Barry Edmondson had a
meeting and encouraged us members to
come, also Doug & Sue visited us last year
(2002) and twisted our arms.
How long are you in Australia for? Three
weeks, came for the Grand Prix, then will go
home after Wangaratta.
What parts of Australia are you seeing? Mel-
bourne, Alice Springs, Ayres Rock, Kings
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Saturday night saw us have exclusive use
of the Pickled Parrot Restaurant at the Pub for
a very good meal plus the usual “what have
you been doing since I last saw you” thing.

After breakfast Sunday morning the
other half visited the Visitors Centre with some
leaving for home. With lunch at the Shell Serv-
ice station café, the balance made their way to
the airport to begin the homeward journey.

By 2:30 PM all aircraft had departed
Khancoban after having enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas 2004 get together.

Khancoban Attendees
John & Doreen Treble CRK
Lindsay & Beryl Marshall MRF
Mike Fisher & Dot Ross BNV
Hector & Wendy Blemings YVV
Andy & Jane Morris FVV
Stan & Bonnie Tilley MTL
Col Taylor and Marg McMaster MRL
Neils Jensen & John CND
John Sheehan KHP
Stuart Krichauff MVI
Lee Gordon-Brown JVV
Ian Donovan MKL
Graham & Lorraine Wood MGM
Alan & Merle Wood MGM
Frank & Jean Murray CAR

Opposite Page:Khancoban airstrip
from the Dam wall.
Left: Andy and Jane Morris in the
Christmas spirit.
Below: A good lineup for a state FlyIn.
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AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION

I/WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE FLY-IN TO BROKEN HILL ON THE WEEKEND
OF 29TH APRIL TO 1ST MAY, 2005

FIRST NAME:________________LAST NAME_______________________________
CO-PILOT’S FIRST NAME:__________ LAST NAME__________________________

NAMES OF OTHERS ATTENDING_________________________________________
WHERE ARE YOU ALL STAY-
ING?___________________________________________
REG. NO. OF TRANSPORT_______________________________(Aircraft/Car)

ESTIMATED DATE AND TIME OF ARRIVAL_________________________________

ANTICIPATED DAY AND TIME OF DEPARTURE___________________________

FUNCTIONS YOU WILL BE ATTENDING (Please Tick)
Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4

DINNER – Friday Night

MINE VISIT - Saturday PM

DINNER – Saturday Night

SUNDAY - BBQ Lunch at Airport

SUNDAY PM– Bus Trip to Silverton

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER
AT CLUB BISTRO –(own cost)

DEPOSIT OF $50 PER PERSON REQUIRED: No. of People________________
Total At $50 per person________

Please mail your Cheque along with this completed form to:

Mrs. C. Murray
Airtourer Association
74 Florida Avenue,
New Lambton.    NSW.    2305
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ACCIDENT  REPORT

Airtourer 100/A3 VH-MVP

The following report was compiled by ATSB and is available from
their website. It is Copyright of the Commonwealth of Australia and
reproduced with permission.

Occurrence Details
Occurrence Number: 200303633
Release Date: 09-Dec-04
Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 1.45 km W Camden, Aero.
State: New South Wales (NSW)
Occurrence Date: 15-Aug-03
Time/Zone: 1040 hours EST
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Investigation Category: 4
Injuries: Fatal SeriousMinor None Total
Crew 1 0 0 0 1
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1 0 0 0 1
Aircraft Details
Aircraft Manufacturer: Victa Ltd
Aircraft Model: AIRTOURER 100/A3
Aircraft Registration: VH-MVP
Serial Number: 48
Type of Operation: Instructional, Solo
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Time:
Departure Point: Camden, NSW
Destination: Camden, NSW
Crew Details: Role Class of Licence Hours on Type Hours Total
 Pilot-In-Command Private 13.2 255

FACTUAL INFORMATION

Sequence of events
On the morning of 15 August 2003, the pilot hired a Victa Ltd Airtourer, registered VH-

MVP, to practice basic aerobatics. Prior to flying to the training area, the pilot was conducting a
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Daydream Motel (Budget) – Three Star
77 Argent Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.3033
Air-conditioned, TV

Single, Double, Twin, Triple from $65 to $85
Includes free cooked or continental breakfast

1 block from Saturday night’s venue

Miners Lamp – Three Star
357 Cobalt Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.4122
Pool, Barbeque, Laundry Facilities

Single, Double Twin – From $75 per night

ROOMS WILL ONLY BE HELD UNTIL 31ST MARCH, 05 – AFTER THAT
IT’S POT LUCK !!!

Weekend activities:

Friday Dinner at Comfort Inn Crystal – Chinese Banquet

Saturday Guided Tour down a working mine
Tentatively – a tour and presentation of the Flying Doctor Service
located at the airport
Plenty of local galleries and museums to visit

Saturday Night Dinner in a private function room at the Social Democratic Club

Sunday A.G.M. to be held at the Terminal at the Airport
Lunch to be provided by the Café at the Airport and after lunch a bus
trip to Silverton.

Sunday Night Bistro Dinner probably at the Musicians Club.

Please send a completed copy of the form over the page with deposit $50 per person to:
Colleen Murray,
74 Florida Avenue,
NEW LAMBTON.     NSW.   2305
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number of touch and go circuits. Following
the fourth takeoff and while climbing through
about 200 ft, witnesses described hearing the
aircraft engine surge then stop. Shortly after,
witnesses saw the aircraft turn left. The turn
steepened as witnesses lost sight of the aircraft
behind trees and houses and a short time later
they heard the aircraft impact the ground. The
pilot was fatally injured in the accident.

The pilot was appropriately licensed and
was reported by a family member to be fit and
well and looking forward to the flight. The
family member believed that the pilot was go-
ing to conduct circuits in another aircraft, not
aerobatics in the Victa. However, the company
flight details log sheet contained an entry for
‘aerobatics’ and the pilot had discussed the
aerobatic component of the flight with an in-
structor.

The Australian built, two seat, aerobatic
rated, single-engine, low-wing aircraft was
originally fitted with a 100 hp engine driving
a fixed pitch propeller. However, the aircraft
was later fitted with a 180 hp engine with a
constant speed propeller.

Examination of the aircraft fuselage,
flight controls, fuel system and engine includ-
ing magnetos and spark plugs, by the Austral-
ian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) investi-
gation team, provided no explanation for the
sudden loss of power observed by witnesses.
During the onsite phase, approximately 6.8L
of fuel was removed from the aircraft fuel tank,
which was still securely attached and not de-
formed. This included approximately 1L that
drained from the tank as it was removed from
the wreckage. The fuel was free of visible con-
taminants and was the correct colour. No other
fuel was recovered from the site, nor was fuel
staining or odour evident on the fuselage or
the ground immediately below the wreckage.
There was no evidence of excessive fuel con-
sumption. Emergency workers and witnesses,

who arrived at the accident site within min-
utes of the accident, could not recall a fuel
smell. The ATSB did not receive any fuel re-
lated incident reports from other aircraft that
had refuelled from the same source following
the accident.

The fuel system consisted of a 130L (to-
tal capacity) rubber bladder fuel tank located
in the fuselage. Fuel addition and manual con-
tents checking was via an angled filler tube into
the bladder tank through the side of the fuse-
lage. Fuel was supplied to the engine via an
engine-driven fuel pump and carburettor, with
an electric boost pump as backup. Fuel quan-
tity is checked via an electric fuel gauge and a
flexible dipstick graduated in imperial gallons.
The dipstick is made up of a number of five
imperial gallon graduated segments, held taut
by a chord under tension. Dipping of the fuel
contents required a pilot to depress the button
on the top of the dipstick to relax the tension
on the segments and allow the flexible dipstick
to travel down the angled fuel filler tube. After
traversing the angled section of the filler tube,
pressure on the button was required to be re-
laxed, thereby re-tensioning the segments prior
to the end of the dipstick contacting the bot-
tom of the tank. The procedure required the
dipstick to be under tension prior to contact-
ing the bottom of the tank and that the dip-
stick did not rest on a fold or ripple in the
bladder. Failure to do this may result in an er-
roneous reading of the tank’s content.

The approved aircraft flight manual
stated that 1.3L of fuel was unusable. Although
not stated, this is assumed to be for level flight.
Calculations by the investigation indicated that
about 6.2L of fuel would be unusable while
the aircraft had a 5 degree nose up attitude in
a climb. This would increase to about 12.4L
at 10 degrees of nose up attitude.

Examination of the tank sender unit, a
wire-wound wiper type, showed wiper shaft
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ANNUAL   GENERAL
MEETING

BROKEN HILL, N.S.W.

29th April, 2005 to 1st May, 2005

We hope you will join us for a week-end of fun and friendship.

ACCOMMODATION CRITICAL:  ROOMS WILL BE HELD UNTIL 31
MARCH 05

WHEN BOOKING ACCOMMODATION PLEASE MENTION AIRTOURER

ASSOCIATION

Comfort Inn Crystal – Four Star
320 Crystal Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.2344
Air-conditioning, Heating, Mini Bar, Laundry

 Single, Double/Twin, Deluxe, Executive, 2 bedroom cottages - from $87.
  Extra Adults $15

1 block from Saturday night’s venue

Old Willyama Motor Inn – Three & half Star
30 Iodide Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.3355
 Pool, Barbeque, Restaurant, Austar, attached Hotel

Single, Double, Family Unit - Rooms From $83 per night
 Extra Adult $16

About 3 blocks from Saturday night’s venue
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bearing surface wear. This would have allowed
lateral movement of the wiper arm resulting
in intermittent contact with the wire wound
former and is likely to have caused the fuel
gauge to display intermittent readings to the
pilot. However, due to impact damage of the
sender unit, it was impossible to determine the
extent of the intermittent readings.

Three small pin size holes were located
in the rubber bladder. A test indicated that 250
ml could have leaked from the tank from the
time of the last refuelling to the time of the
accident. The holes were not collocated and
were not in the vicinity of the dipstick. It could
not be determined if the holes were due to
impact damage.

The tank had been filled on the day be-
fore the accident, prior to completing a 2.2
hour cross country flight. On the day of the
accident, the pilot checked the tank contents
and informed an instructor who assisted her
to push the aircraft from the hangar that it held
15 imperial gallons (68L). However, presum-
ably in error, the pilot entered 75L (16.5 im-
perial gallons) in the company flight details
log sheet. The instructor did not see the pilot
dip the tank or check the fuel gauge.

The investigation examined the aircraft
engine manufacturer’s fuel consumption tables
and company flight details log sheet to estab-
lish the fuel consumption rate. Based on the
record of total hours and fuel consumed, for
the previous two weeks, the aircraft had con-
sumed about 37.6L per hour for all modes of
flying. Therefore the tank should have held
about 47.3L after the previous day’s cross coun-
try flight. If the tank contained 75L prior to
the accident flight, as entered in the log by the
pilot, the aircraft consumption rate would have
been about 25L per hour. That fuel consump-
tion rate was unlikely to be achieved during
the cross country flight. The chief flying in-
structor commented that the company in-

structed students to plan using a fuel consump-
tion rate of 40L per hour.

An instructor reported that the aircraft
had completed three circuits prior to the acci-
dent, which would equate to roughly 35 min-
utes of taxi and flying time. Allowing for an
average fuel burn of 37.6L per hour, there
should have been about 25L remaining at the
time of the accident. The ATSB fuel consump-
tion calculations for some individual flights
ranged from 35L to 50L for circuits, aerobat-
ics and cross country flights. However, the log
was incomplete, so it was not possible to de-
rive a fuel consumption per flight for some of
the previous flights. The reason for the discrep-
ancy between what should have been in the
tank and what was recovered at the accident
site could not be determined.

The investigation examined a similar
model aircraft and its fuel system. It was found
that it is relatively easy to have the bottom (five
imperial gallon) segment of the dipstick bend
sideways, when the dipstick contacts the bot-
tom of the tank. This will occur if the segments
are not tensioned by releasing pressure on the
tension button prior to the dipstick contact-
ing the bottom of the tank. This results in the
dipstick over-reading by about 4 to 5 imperial
gallons (18.2L to 22.7L) and could have led
the pilot to believe that there was adequate fuel
for the flight.

Based on the examination of the recov-
ered engine components, the witness reports
of engine surging just prior to the engine fail-
ure, the lack of fuel odour at the accident site
and the company fuel details log sheet, it is
probable that there was insufficient fuel to
complete the flight, either due to fuel exhaus-
tion or starvation. It is possible that the pilot’s
operation of the dipstick provided an errone-
ous reading, which led her to believe that the
aircraft’s tank contained more fuel than it ac-
tually did. Additionally, the intermittent fuel
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recommend for you a B&B”
So we stayed in a very delightful B&B.

We had a good laugh, especially as the
free form pool has a lovely pebble finish. I could
not help thinking that it could be a little rough
on the bottom. (Also, one of our business peo-
ple who knows that we have stayed at the
Cockatoo before, assumed that we would be
there this visit “Can I come down for coffee in
the morning?”)

The Rocky Point property was better
than expected but there was a ‘For Sale’ sign at
the bottom of the drive. What is this? The sign
was not well placed. Two other properties BE-
HIND Bonnie’s were for sale. Bonnie’s com-
ment was “You know if I was ten years younger
we could buy those, put the lot together and
develop a resort” I made no comment.

Back to Cairns and away south. First
stop Mackay for fuel. Guess what? Ground
temperatures again in the high thirties and dif-
ficulty with starting again. The motor was not
sounding very happy so I was not pleased when
held for some time whilst commercial traffic
was allowed to depart first. I was even less
pleased when again on climb-out the engine
started to surge again. We were over the ocean,
planning to over-fly Rockhampton for
Maroochydore. Fiddling with the mixture and
fuel pump did not have much effect so I did a
180 and turned back to Mackay. “Confirm
operations normal” “ What are your inten-
tions?” “How many persons on board?” Need-
less to say soon after we headed downhill, the
fuel lines cooled down and it was back to nor-
mal. We were met by the airport fire service
and they were wonderful. Organised a bed,
recommended the best eating venue and even
gave us a lift into town (but unfortunately not
in the fire engine.) Next morning we changed
all the filters, (air and fuel) even though it was

only 30 hours since the last 100 hourly. The
temperature was much lower and we had no
further trouble.

Well that was not quite correct. The
smoke and haze from numerous bushfires
around the Noosa area made it marginal VFR
and it was definitely more comfortable to di-
vert via Maryborough and have ready the GPS
approach chart in case visibility was lost. Our
friend Des met us at Maroochy, then we
grabbed a hire car and fled to Brisbane and
the Gold Coast for a few days.

Our Tassie mates, Don and Carol Prai-
rie were also enjoying a holiday in Queens-
land so on our last morning we were all in-
vited to breakfast at Sibylle Reisch and Des
Stagg’s delightful home at Bli Bli.

Back in the air for a short trip to
Toowoomba. Not only did we catch up with
Jean and Doug, more cousins, but we were
lucky. Aero tech had just taken delivery of the
only CT4E (300HP) in Australia and we got
a bit of a look. I also took Bonnie to look at
my ‘two seat’ Cessna which I am keen to fly.
She was not very impressed, making comments
like “Where are you going to get the $450,000
purchase money, and also pay for the 700 li-
tres of fuel an hour”. (The aircraft is a A37
Dragonfly - a twin jet military machine that
flies at about 350 knots)

Canberra, about 4 ¾ hours away was
the next overnight stop.

Another uneventful 4 hours saw us back
at our home trip at Sandfly just out of Hobart.
It was the 31st October.

Once again it was a wonderful trip but
as always – it is good to be home.

Over the 31 days, we had flown on 17
days, traveled over 10,000 kilometres, at an
average speed of 200 kilometres/ hour and
landed 22 times, for a total of 50 hours flying.
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gauge reading may have meant that she was
not able to check the fuel quantity by a sec-
ondary means, other than the log entry for the
previous day’s flying.

In a take-off climb attitude of between
5 to 10 degrees, the fuel pickup point in the
tank was probably unported, interrupting the

fuel flow to the engine thus causing it to lose
power. The flight path of the aircraft after the
loss of engine power indicates that the pilot
may have been attempting to turn the aircraft
back to the runway at a low height and lost
control with insufficient height to effect re-
covery.

Comment.
I believe that all light aircraft pilots

should be aware of the unreliability of the cock-
pit mounted fuel contents gauges. The Air-
tourer is no exception. The most reliable
method of determining fuel contents is by dip-
ping the tank prior to flight and using correct
techniques for leaning. The fuel consumption
for circuits, airwork and aerobatics where full
rich is used will be greater than cross country
flights where the mixture is leaned. This is
brought out in the report where the fuel con-
sumption ranged from 35L to 50 L/hr.

Dipping The Tank. Newsletter 111 in-
cluded an article on use of the older segmented
fuel dipsticks. It included an extract from a
Glos Air SB in the UK which stated,...”insert
the dipstick into the fuel filler pipe and collapse
the dipstick only when resistance is felt”. How-
ever, the accident report states ...”It was found
that it is relatively easy to have the bottom (five
imperial gallon) segment of the dipstick bend side-
ways, when the dipstick contacts the bottom of
the tank. This will occur if the segments are not
tensioned by releasing pressure on the tension but-
ton prior to the dipstick contacting the bottom of
the tank.” It would appear that it is important
to keep the button depressed and the dipstick
loose only while inserting past the bend in the
filler tube. Additionally care is required in de-
termining when the dipstick contacts the bot-
tom of the tank, in particular that contact is
made with the bottom of the dipstick without
it folding over a segment. Consistent correct
positioning of the dipstick can be helped by

using the advice in the Newsletter 111 article
of aligning the mark on the dipstick handle
with the rim of the filler. Finally the occasional
erroneous reading should be highlighted if
multiple dips are taken to achieve three con-
sistent readings.

Estimating Fuel Required. Measuring
techniques are not the only source of errors in
determining the quantity of fuel on board.
Other problems such as a partially collapsed
fuel cell, leak (poorly re-seated fuel drain) or
objects left under the fuel cell during mainte-
nance (e.g. a  dolphin torch) can lead to less
than expected fuel on board. Constant moni-
toring of fuel remaining and expected fuel
uplift can highlight some of these problems.
Do you know your fuel consumption rate for
rich operation, e.g. circuits and airwork and
when running lean flying cross country?

If you develop a habit of estimating the
fuel remaining after each flight and the ex-
pected uplift to fill the tank then not only will
things like a collapsed cell or leak become
noticable but you will develop better situational
awareness regarding fuel. Why not start now
by carrying a notebook in the aircraft, record-
ing the fuel before flight, your estimate of the
uplift and the actual uplift. Initially there may
be differences but before long your estimations
will improve as will your appreciation of fuel
consumption for different types of flying. In
the long run the aim is to land with no less
than 45 minutes of fuel at circuit consump-
tion rates.
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to eat TV meals and heated them in the mi-
crowave. For breakfast we purchased a box of
Weetbix, a loaf of bread and a small Vegemite.
At Warburton there is a magnificent new Art
Gallery featuring local art and well worth see-
ing.

Back across the desert to the Olgas and
Ayers Rock, magnificent in the brilliant sun-
shine. Following a quick fuel-up, next over-
night was to be Alice Springs.

But Alice was booked out. It was the
Masters Games and there were over 4000 ath-
letes in town. Eventually we were able to get a
top room in a top motel, the Novotel. What a
laugh when we arrived. The great long steps
across the entrance to the foyer were occupied
by a row of very athletic, very mature ladies
who looked quite glamourous in their short
mini skirts, tops and complete with protective
shin pads. One of the Masters Hockey teams
for sure, but which one, and what were they
waiting for? Actually there were athletes eve-
rywhere. Jogging, running, cycling, it was all
go. At least we had a superb evening meal and
the breakfast was yum.

Another flight, another desert and the
mining town of Mt Isa appeared. What? No
accommodation? Well we did not find out why
every where else was booked out but when of-
fered a very cheap room in the Mt Isa pub we
grabbed it. I think we were the only guests and
there was certainly no breakfast. So it was back
to the supermarket for the now familiar
Weetbix and bread.

When leaving Isa a commuter plane
complained about our radio. The friendly Shell
man replied to the effect that he was receiving
us ‘5’s’ so I did not worry. VHF radio does not
cover all the areas we were traversing so we set
a Sartime when Brisbane Centre advised that
we would be out of range. The trouble was
that we did not come back ‘into range’ as we
approached the primary Cairns area. Yes! The

radio was faulty.
Fortunately, we carry a handheld radio

wired in as a ‘com 2’ so converting to VFR
flight we were able to land at Cairns without
trouble.

Here we were treated royally by our great
Airtourer friends, Rick and Debbie. We were
also on schedule. John O’Halloran, our A/T
secretary, had advised us earlier that he had an
overnight stop from his Cathay Captains du-
ties on the 20th. This was an ideal opportunity
for a mini Air Tourer meeting, so we joined
JOH and together with Rick, Debbie and Sue
Stott, got together for dinner. Unfortunately
Doug did not make it as he was returning on a
late flight from Melbourne.

Rick had our radio fixed in no time. Deb
had a bed all ready and even lent us her little
‘Jellybean’ car and sent us off to carry out our
business commitments in Mossman and be-
yond. (We did note however that we given
strict instructions not to use the toaster. We all
remembered that last time we stayed with Rick
and Debbie we got the bread stuck in the
toaster, filled their immaculate home with
smoke and set off all the smoke alarms. We
did not deserve to be invited back!) What won-
derful friends.

In Mossman we have sometimes stayed
at ‘The White Cockatoo’ a delightful place with
individual self contained units set in the jun-
gle around a free form swimming pool. Bonnie
rang to book in.

“Yes. We have a unit available. Do you
realise that we are now in our summer
schedule?”
“Please tell me about the summer
schedule”
“Well from the 1st of October until the
end of March we are NUDIST”
“Whoops! I think I am a bit too old
for that.”

“No, you are never too old, but I can
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URGENT SALE
Owner going overseas

Victa Airtourer 115    VH-TWE
4600 TTIS, 440 EHTR

Always hangared, excellent condition, GPS
$44,000

Must sell, owner going overseas in March
0410 600002

Heard at the Hangar Door.
Congratulations and best wishes from the Association to Amanda Cann and Stu
Hilsberg who will marry in Fiji on 28th April.
Peter Bons has moved from the Sydney ratrace to be closer to aeroplanes and is now
living 400m west of Camden airport. The house includes a deck where he can watch
the circuit traffic go over at a couple of hundred feet. At least he is one neighbour who
will not be campaigning to have the airport shut down and converted to a housing
estate. Peter also reports his son Travis is doing well on pilot’s course with the Navy and
hopes to graduate in April.
Hugh Knox is no longer flying but will attend the AGM at Broken Hill in luxury via
the train . Apparently he will be celebrating a significant birthday at Broken Hill.
Airtourer MRI is returning to Western Australia. Bevan Slater has purchased a Piper
Arrow and can’t support two extravagances. He admits MRI will be sadly missed.
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friends at the Royal Aero Club of West Aus-
tralia. The motor had run well (I thought) af-
ter the Ceduna glitch but it needed an oil
change. I also asked Glen Caple at the WA
Club to check the injection system. He was
not very happy and decided that before re-tun-
ing he would replace one fuel injection line
which had been slightly crimped.

Following this work the aircraft was run-
ning beautifully but there was an unrelated
problem for me. I was at Jandakot and Bonnie
and the family were at Mandurah some 70 klms
away. I probably could have taken a bus and I
certainly could have taken a taxi but why do
that when I could also take a helicopter lesson
and under instruction, fly myself in a Robinson
R22. I found the R22 quite a bit more tricky
to fly than a Hughes 300 that I had flown a
few weeks earlier but blamed the rather gusty
wind conditions. (Nothing to do with old age
and lack of ability). Great fun. It would be easy

to get hooked.
A wonderful few days followed with

birthday celebrations, sight seeing, and seeing
family and friends, but it was time to move
on. About six hours flying, with a refuelling
stop at Leonora, had us at Warburton Ranges
Aboriginal settlement in the middle of the
Great Victoria Desert. Here we were immedi-
ately surrounded by a delightful group of local
children. ‘Where have you come from?” “Have
you got water?” “Do you get sun-burnt?” and
numerous other questions. We all piled in to-
gether in the back of the re-fueller’s truck for
the short journey back to the settlement.

Accommodation was in the local road-
house but unfortunately the wife of the Man-
ager, who had only been there a couple of
weeks, was not well. No dinner and NO break-
fast either. Well sorry to disappoint you but
we did not go out and collect yabbies, witchetty
grubs or yam roots. We purchased some ready

Warburton Welcome
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We were at Kalgoorlie, just a short three
hours from Forrest. Bonnie had requested that
we stay in the Palace Hotel, famous for the
association in the 1920s with Herbert Hoo-
ver, later President of the United States. “Have
you a double for the night?” “ Fine we will
have that” So we paid up and then asked “Is
breakfast in the dining room?” “Oh no! We
don’t do breakfast” “You will need to run down
the street and find a café or a coffee shop” Ac-
tually that worked well as did the enormous
evening meal from the buffet at the Irish pub
over the road but the traffic and disco noise
that night was horrendous. We enjoyed
Kalgoorlie. I was allowed to visit the mining
Museum, check out the historic buildings and
even go down a mine. I was not permitted to
view the ‘Skimpies’. I was not allowed to walk
down Hay Street and “No” I did not need a
helicopter trip over the mines. Oh well! The
Super Pit is awesome and the gold pouring was
impressive.

We were on our way to Cairns via Perth.
It does seem a rather long way around, but
there were good reasons.

First:  We badly wanted to see our third
daughter, Frances and her daughter Eva, and
on the way, we could also catch up with
Bonnie’s sisters in Adelaide and at Mandurah
in the west. We also have many very good
friends in the West.

Second: Bonnie needed to check with
her agent in Mossman, far north Qld, to talk
‘business’ and

Third: We have two more daughters in
Qld, Kate in Brisbane and our eldest Jackie in
Coolangatta.

“We don’t do breakfast”
Stan Tilley

For over twelve months we had battled
with the drama of a faulty engine rebuild, so
the aeroplane had not been safe to fly, but now
at last the second rebuild appeared to be fine.
We could go. But could we? Not one of our
tenants but a neighbouring tenant in a prop-
erty with shared common ground was causing
problems. His landlord had taken him to court
but needed our moral support. The court case
was scheduled on Friday the 1st of October,
the very day we had planned to leave.

Eventually, with the court business sat-
isfactorily concluded, we were in the air. Less
than four hours later we were at Tocumwal in
NSW for the Airtourer Association President’s
fly-in. Fantastic to catch up again with some
60 friends with around 30 Airtourers. We had
a great flight from Tassie but for some mem-
bers coming from the north, especially from
the Sydney area, the weather was ‘no go’ for
flying. They still came. Eleven hours of driv-
ing was not a deterrent. For the next three days
the chatter, eating and drinking was continu-
ous. We visited the Toc Air Museum. We also
inspected the last remaining huge wooden span
hangar, one of several built in 1943, each ac-
commodating four Liberator bombers. A lec-
ture on the self-launching jet powered glider
being developed, now with an Australian built
engine, was fascinating. A formation flight over
the big Aussie Ute roundup at Deniliquin
(there were thousands) was fun.

Monday morning we were back on track
for Adelaide. The trip of just over three hours
was fine but Parafield was the ‘pits’

There was just one aeroplane in the cir-
cuit and one other taxiing. At first I counted
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only 32 aeroplanes parked but later noticed
about another ten around the corner. SA was
having a public holiday and the weather was
perfect so there should have been lots of air-
craft flying but there was no reception area,
no toilets available, nothing. Eventually we
found a sole human who directed us to the
distant public toilets. General Aviation was
DEAD. Parafield looks set to be yet another
housing estate.

Of course I have to admit that I was in a
slightly bad mood at Parafield. As mentioned,
there was no other traffic despite the perfect
weather, yet I had been ‘chatted’ by ATC for
being two miles off track as I tried to follow
the VFR GA entry lane which I had not used
for around ten years.

Thank goodness for the AOPA direc-
tory. At least we were able to find a phone
number in that, hire a car and get out of the
place.

In Adelaide we were able to catch up
with Heather and also Gerry and Pam Lawson
who regretfully had been unable to make it to

Tocumwal.
Next re-fuelling stop was at Ceduna af-

ter a lovely flight that included a great view of
whales and their calves, at Head of Bight. The
weather had been fine and warm but now it
was HOT. Ceduna was in the high thirties on
the ground and the aircraft fuel injection sys-
tem did not like it.

Eventually the motor decided to start
but as we climbed out to our cruising level of
6500ft it also decided that it would have a bit
of a surge. Probably fuel vaporisation. Having
got my attention the motor evened out and
was fine by the time we reached Forrest, our
overnight destination.

The two of us doubled the population.
We had one host each.  Ian and Bea could not
have looked after us better. They even parked
the aeroplane in the hangar, which is huge. It
has a full size tennis court marked out inside it
but we were too hot to play. Thence to
Kalgoolie.

After Kalgoorlie, another three hours
VFR saw us a Jandakot. This time I did not
get into trouble. We were welcomed by our

Kalgoorlie Tram.
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friends at the Royal Aero Club of West Aus-
tralia. The motor had run well (I thought) af-
ter the Ceduna glitch but it needed an oil
change. I also asked Glen Caple at the WA
Club to check the injection system. He was
not very happy and decided that before re-tun-
ing he would replace one fuel injection line
which had been slightly crimped.

Following this work the aircraft was run-
ning beautifully but there was an unrelated
problem for me. I was at Jandakot and Bonnie
and the family were at Mandurah some 70 klms
away. I probably could have taken a bus and I
certainly could have taken a taxi but why do
that when I could also take a helicopter lesson
and under instruction, fly myself in a Robinson
R22. I found the R22 quite a bit more tricky
to fly than a Hughes 300 that I had flown a
few weeks earlier but blamed the rather gusty
wind conditions. (Nothing to do with old age
and lack of ability). Great fun. It would be easy

to get hooked.
A wonderful few days followed with

birthday celebrations, sight seeing, and seeing
family and friends, but it was time to move
on. About six hours flying, with a refuelling
stop at Leonora, had us at Warburton Ranges
Aboriginal settlement in the middle of the
Great Victoria Desert. Here we were immedi-
ately surrounded by a delightful group of local
children. ‘Where have you come from?” “Have
you got water?” “Do you get sun-burnt?” and
numerous other questions. We all piled in to-
gether in the back of the re-fueller’s truck for
the short journey back to the settlement.

Accommodation was in the local road-
house but unfortunately the wife of the Man-
ager, who had only been there a couple of
weeks, was not well. No dinner and NO break-
fast either. Well sorry to disappoint you but
we did not go out and collect yabbies, witchetty
grubs or yam roots. We purchased some ready

Warburton Welcome
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gauge reading may have meant that she was
not able to check the fuel quantity by a sec-
ondary means, other than the log entry for the
previous day’s flying.

In a take-off climb attitude of between
5 to 10 degrees, the fuel pickup point in the
tank was probably unported, interrupting the

fuel flow to the engine thus causing it to lose
power. The flight path of the aircraft after the
loss of engine power indicates that the pilot
may have been attempting to turn the aircraft
back to the runway at a low height and lost
control with insufficient height to effect re-
covery.

Comment.
I believe that all light aircraft pilots

should be aware of the unreliability of the cock-
pit mounted fuel contents gauges. The Air-
tourer is no exception. The most reliable
method of determining fuel contents is by dip-
ping the tank prior to flight and using correct
techniques for leaning. The fuel consumption
for circuits, airwork and aerobatics where full
rich is used will be greater than cross country
flights where the mixture is leaned. This is
brought out in the report where the fuel con-
sumption ranged from 35L to 50 L/hr.

Dipping The Tank. Newsletter 111 in-
cluded an article on use of the older segmented
fuel dipsticks. It included an extract from a
Glos Air SB in the UK which stated,...”insert
the dipstick into the fuel filler pipe and collapse
the dipstick only when resistance is felt”. How-
ever, the accident report states ...”It was found
that it is relatively easy to have the bottom (five
imperial gallon) segment of the dipstick bend side-
ways, when the dipstick contacts the bottom of
the tank. This will occur if the segments are not
tensioned by releasing pressure on the tension but-
ton prior to the dipstick contacting the bottom of
the tank.” It would appear that it is important
to keep the button depressed and the dipstick
loose only while inserting past the bend in the
filler tube. Additionally care is required in de-
termining when the dipstick contacts the bot-
tom of the tank, in particular that contact is
made with the bottom of the dipstick without
it folding over a segment. Consistent correct
positioning of the dipstick can be helped by

using the advice in the Newsletter 111 article
of aligning the mark on the dipstick handle
with the rim of the filler. Finally the occasional
erroneous reading should be highlighted if
multiple dips are taken to achieve three con-
sistent readings.

Estimating Fuel Required. Measuring
techniques are not the only source of errors in
determining the quantity of fuel on board.
Other problems such as a partially collapsed
fuel cell, leak (poorly re-seated fuel drain) or
objects left under the fuel cell during mainte-
nance (e.g. a  dolphin torch) can lead to less
than expected fuel on board. Constant moni-
toring of fuel remaining and expected fuel
uplift can highlight some of these problems.
Do you know your fuel consumption rate for
rich operation, e.g. circuits and airwork and
when running lean flying cross country?

If you develop a habit of estimating the
fuel remaining after each flight and the ex-
pected uplift to fill the tank then not only will
things like a collapsed cell or leak become
noticable but you will develop better situational
awareness regarding fuel. Why not start now
by carrying a notebook in the aircraft, record-
ing the fuel before flight, your estimate of the
uplift and the actual uplift. Initially there may
be differences but before long your estimations
will improve as will your appreciation of fuel
consumption for different types of flying. In
the long run the aim is to land with no less
than 45 minutes of fuel at circuit consump-
tion rates.
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mining town of Mt Isa appeared. What? No
accommodation? Well we did not find out why
every where else was booked out but when of-
fered a very cheap room in the Mt Isa pub we
grabbed it. I think we were the only guests and
there was certainly no breakfast. So it was back
to the supermarket for the now familiar
Weetbix and bread.

When leaving Isa a commuter plane
complained about our radio. The friendly Shell
man replied to the effect that he was receiving
us ‘5’s’ so I did not worry. VHF radio does not
cover all the areas we were traversing so we set
a Sartime when Brisbane Centre advised that
we would be out of range. The trouble was
that we did not come back ‘into range’ as we
approached the primary Cairns area. Yes! The

radio was faulty.
Fortunately, we carry a handheld radio

wired in as a ‘com 2’ so converting to VFR
flight we were able to land at Cairns without
trouble.

Here we were treated royally by our great
Airtourer friends, Rick and Debbie. We were
also on schedule. John O’Halloran, our A/T
secretary, had advised us earlier that he had an
overnight stop from his Cathay Captains du-
ties on the 20th. This was an ideal opportunity
for a mini Air Tourer meeting, so we joined
JOH and together with Rick, Debbie and Sue
Stott, got together for dinner. Unfortunately
Doug did not make it as he was returning on a
late flight from Melbourne.

Rick had our radio fixed in no time. Deb
had a bed all ready and even lent us her little
‘Jellybean’ car and sent us off to carry out our
business commitments in Mossman and be-
yond. (We did note however that we given
strict instructions not to use the toaster. We all
remembered that last time we stayed with Rick
and Debbie we got the bread stuck in the
toaster, filled their immaculate home with
smoke and set off all the smoke alarms. We
did not deserve to be invited back!) What won-
derful friends.

In Mossman we have sometimes stayed
at ‘The White Cockatoo’ a delightful place with
individual self contained units set in the jun-
gle around a free form swimming pool. Bonnie
rang to book in.

“Yes. We have a unit available. Do you
realise that we are now in our summer
schedule?”
“Please tell me about the summer
schedule”
“Well from the 1st of October until the
end of March we are NUDIST”
“Whoops! I think I am a bit too old
for that.”

“No, you are never too old, but I can
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bearing surface wear. This would have allowed
lateral movement of the wiper arm resulting
in intermittent contact with the wire wound
former and is likely to have caused the fuel
gauge to display intermittent readings to the
pilot. However, due to impact damage of the
sender unit, it was impossible to determine the
extent of the intermittent readings.

Three small pin size holes were located
in the rubber bladder. A test indicated that 250
ml could have leaked from the tank from the
time of the last refuelling to the time of the
accident. The holes were not collocated and
were not in the vicinity of the dipstick. It could
not be determined if the holes were due to
impact damage.

The tank had been filled on the day be-
fore the accident, prior to completing a 2.2
hour cross country flight. On the day of the
accident, the pilot checked the tank contents
and informed an instructor who assisted her
to push the aircraft from the hangar that it held
15 imperial gallons (68L). However, presum-
ably in error, the pilot entered 75L (16.5 im-
perial gallons) in the company flight details
log sheet. The instructor did not see the pilot
dip the tank or check the fuel gauge.

The investigation examined the aircraft
engine manufacturer’s fuel consumption tables
and company flight details log sheet to estab-
lish the fuel consumption rate. Based on the
record of total hours and fuel consumed, for
the previous two weeks, the aircraft had con-
sumed about 37.6L per hour for all modes of
flying. Therefore the tank should have held
about 47.3L after the previous day’s cross coun-
try flight. If the tank contained 75L prior to
the accident flight, as entered in the log by the
pilot, the aircraft consumption rate would have
been about 25L per hour. That fuel consump-
tion rate was unlikely to be achieved during
the cross country flight. The chief flying in-
structor commented that the company in-

structed students to plan using a fuel consump-
tion rate of 40L per hour.

An instructor reported that the aircraft
had completed three circuits prior to the acci-
dent, which would equate to roughly 35 min-
utes of taxi and flying time. Allowing for an
average fuel burn of 37.6L per hour, there
should have been about 25L remaining at the
time of the accident. The ATSB fuel consump-
tion calculations for some individual flights
ranged from 35L to 50L for circuits, aerobat-
ics and cross country flights. However, the log
was incomplete, so it was not possible to de-
rive a fuel consumption per flight for some of
the previous flights. The reason for the discrep-
ancy between what should have been in the
tank and what was recovered at the accident
site could not be determined.

The investigation examined a similar
model aircraft and its fuel system. It was found
that it is relatively easy to have the bottom (five
imperial gallon) segment of the dipstick bend
sideways, when the dipstick contacts the bot-
tom of the tank. This will occur if the segments
are not tensioned by releasing pressure on the
tension button prior to the dipstick contact-
ing the bottom of the tank. This results in the
dipstick over-reading by about 4 to 5 imperial
gallons (18.2L to 22.7L) and could have led
the pilot to believe that there was adequate fuel
for the flight.

Based on the examination of the recov-
ered engine components, the witness reports
of engine surging just prior to the engine fail-
ure, the lack of fuel odour at the accident site
and the company fuel details log sheet, it is
probable that there was insufficient fuel to
complete the flight, either due to fuel exhaus-
tion or starvation. It is possible that the pilot’s
operation of the dipstick provided an errone-
ous reading, which led her to believe that the
aircraft’s tank contained more fuel than it ac-
tually did. Additionally, the intermittent fuel
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recommend for you a B&B”
So we stayed in a very delightful B&B.

We had a good laugh, especially as the
free form pool has a lovely pebble finish. I could
not help thinking that it could be a little rough
on the bottom. (Also, one of our business peo-
ple who knows that we have stayed at the
Cockatoo before, assumed that we would be
there this visit “Can I come down for coffee in
the morning?”)

The Rocky Point property was better
than expected but there was a ‘For Sale’ sign at
the bottom of the drive. What is this? The sign
was not well placed. Two other properties BE-
HIND Bonnie’s were for sale. Bonnie’s com-
ment was “You know if I was ten years younger
we could buy those, put the lot together and
develop a resort” I made no comment.

Back to Cairns and away south. First
stop Mackay for fuel. Guess what? Ground
temperatures again in the high thirties and dif-
ficulty with starting again. The motor was not
sounding very happy so I was not pleased when
held for some time whilst commercial traffic
was allowed to depart first. I was even less
pleased when again on climb-out the engine
started to surge again. We were over the ocean,
planning to over-fly Rockhampton for
Maroochydore. Fiddling with the mixture and
fuel pump did not have much effect so I did a
180 and turned back to Mackay. “Confirm
operations normal” “ What are your inten-
tions?” “How many persons on board?” Need-
less to say soon after we headed downhill, the
fuel lines cooled down and it was back to nor-
mal. We were met by the airport fire service
and they were wonderful. Organised a bed,
recommended the best eating venue and even
gave us a lift into town (but unfortunately not
in the fire engine.) Next morning we changed
all the filters, (air and fuel) even though it was

only 30 hours since the last 100 hourly. The
temperature was much lower and we had no
further trouble.

Well that was not quite correct. The
smoke and haze from numerous bushfires
around the Noosa area made it marginal VFR
and it was definitely more comfortable to di-
vert via Maryborough and have ready the GPS
approach chart in case visibility was lost. Our
friend Des met us at Maroochy, then we
grabbed a hire car and fled to Brisbane and
the Gold Coast for a few days.

Our Tassie mates, Don and Carol Prai-
rie were also enjoying a holiday in Queens-
land so on our last morning we were all in-
vited to breakfast at Sibylle Reisch and Des
Stagg’s delightful home at Bli Bli.

Back in the air for a short trip to
Toowoomba. Not only did we catch up with
Jean and Doug, more cousins, but we were
lucky. Aero tech had just taken delivery of the
only CT4E (300HP) in Australia and we got
a bit of a look. I also took Bonnie to look at
my ‘two seat’ Cessna which I am keen to fly.
She was not very impressed, making comments
like “Where are you going to get the $450,000
purchase money, and also pay for the 700 li-
tres of fuel an hour”. (The aircraft is a A37
Dragonfly - a twin jet military machine that
flies at about 350 knots)

Canberra, about 4 ¾ hours away was
the next overnight stop.

Another uneventful 4 hours saw us back
at our home trip at Sandfly just out of Hobart.
It was the 31st October.

Once again it was a wonderful trip but
as always – it is good to be home.

Over the 31 days, we had flown on 17
days, traveled over 10,000 kilometres, at an
average speed of 200 kilometres/ hour and
landed 22 times, for a total of 50 hours flying.
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number of touch and go circuits. Following
the fourth takeoff and while climbing through
about 200 ft, witnesses described hearing the
aircraft engine surge then stop. Shortly after,
witnesses saw the aircraft turn left. The turn
steepened as witnesses lost sight of the aircraft
behind trees and houses and a short time later
they heard the aircraft impact the ground. The
pilot was fatally injured in the accident.

The pilot was appropriately licensed and
was reported by a family member to be fit and
well and looking forward to the flight. The
family member believed that the pilot was go-
ing to conduct circuits in another aircraft, not
aerobatics in the Victa. However, the company
flight details log sheet contained an entry for
‘aerobatics’ and the pilot had discussed the
aerobatic component of the flight with an in-
structor.

The Australian built, two seat, aerobatic
rated, single-engine, low-wing aircraft was
originally fitted with a 100 hp engine driving
a fixed pitch propeller. However, the aircraft
was later fitted with a 180 hp engine with a
constant speed propeller.

Examination of the aircraft fuselage,
flight controls, fuel system and engine includ-
ing magnetos and spark plugs, by the Austral-
ian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) investi-
gation team, provided no explanation for the
sudden loss of power observed by witnesses.
During the onsite phase, approximately 6.8L
of fuel was removed from the aircraft fuel tank,
which was still securely attached and not de-
formed. This included approximately 1L that
drained from the tank as it was removed from
the wreckage. The fuel was free of visible con-
taminants and was the correct colour. No other
fuel was recovered from the site, nor was fuel
staining or odour evident on the fuselage or
the ground immediately below the wreckage.
There was no evidence of excessive fuel con-
sumption. Emergency workers and witnesses,

who arrived at the accident site within min-
utes of the accident, could not recall a fuel
smell. The ATSB did not receive any fuel re-
lated incident reports from other aircraft that
had refuelled from the same source following
the accident.

The fuel system consisted of a 130L (to-
tal capacity) rubber bladder fuel tank located
in the fuselage. Fuel addition and manual con-
tents checking was via an angled filler tube into
the bladder tank through the side of the fuse-
lage. Fuel was supplied to the engine via an
engine-driven fuel pump and carburettor, with
an electric boost pump as backup. Fuel quan-
tity is checked via an electric fuel gauge and a
flexible dipstick graduated in imperial gallons.
The dipstick is made up of a number of five
imperial gallon graduated segments, held taut
by a chord under tension. Dipping of the fuel
contents required a pilot to depress the button
on the top of the dipstick to relax the tension
on the segments and allow the flexible dipstick
to travel down the angled fuel filler tube. After
traversing the angled section of the filler tube,
pressure on the button was required to be re-
laxed, thereby re-tensioning the segments prior
to the end of the dipstick contacting the bot-
tom of the tank. The procedure required the
dipstick to be under tension prior to contact-
ing the bottom of the tank and that the dip-
stick did not rest on a fold or ripple in the
bladder. Failure to do this may result in an er-
roneous reading of the tank’s content.

The approved aircraft flight manual
stated that 1.3L of fuel was unusable. Although
not stated, this is assumed to be for level flight.
Calculations by the investigation indicated that
about 6.2L of fuel would be unusable while
the aircraft had a 5 degree nose up attitude in
a climb. This would increase to about 12.4L
at 10 degrees of nose up attitude.

Examination of the tank sender unit, a
wire-wound wiper type, showed wiper shaft
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ANNUAL   GENERAL
MEETING

BROKEN HILL, N.S.W.

29th April, 2005 to 1st May, 2005

We hope you will join us for a week-end of fun and friendship.

ACCOMMODATION CRITICAL:  ROOMS WILL BE HELD UNTIL 31
MARCH 05

WHEN BOOKING ACCOMMODATION PLEASE MENTION AIRTOURER

ASSOCIATION

Comfort Inn Crystal – Four Star
320 Crystal Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.2344
Air-conditioning, Heating, Mini Bar, Laundry

 Single, Double/Twin, Deluxe, Executive, 2 bedroom cottages - from $87.
  Extra Adults $15

1 block from Saturday night’s venue

Old Willyama Motor Inn – Three & half Star
30 Iodide Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.3355
 Pool, Barbeque, Restaurant, Austar, attached Hotel

Single, Double, Family Unit - Rooms From $83 per night
 Extra Adult $16

About 3 blocks from Saturday night’s venue
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ACCIDENT  REPORT

Airtourer 100/A3 VH-MVP

The following report was compiled by ATSB and is available from
their website. It is Copyright of the Commonwealth of Australia and
reproduced with permission.

Occurrence Details
Occurrence Number: 200303633
Release Date: 09-Dec-04
Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 1.45 km W Camden, Aero.
State: New South Wales (NSW)
Occurrence Date: 15-Aug-03
Time/Zone: 1040 hours EST
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Investigation Category: 4
Injuries: Fatal SeriousMinor None Total
Crew 1 0 0 0 1
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1 0 0 0 1
Aircraft Details
Aircraft Manufacturer: Victa Ltd
Aircraft Model: AIRTOURER 100/A3
Aircraft Registration: VH-MVP
Serial Number: 48
Type of Operation: Instructional, Solo
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Time:
Departure Point: Camden, NSW
Destination: Camden, NSW
Crew Details: Role Class of Licence Hours on Type Hours Total
 Pilot-In-Command Private 13.2 255

FACTUAL INFORMATION

Sequence of events
On the morning of 15 August 2003, the pilot hired a Victa Ltd Airtourer, registered VH-

MVP, to practice basic aerobatics. Prior to flying to the training area, the pilot was conducting a
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Daydream Motel (Budget) – Three Star
77 Argent Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.3033
Air-conditioned, TV

Single, Double, Twin, Triple from $65 to $85
Includes free cooked or continental breakfast

1 block from Saturday night’s venue

Miners Lamp – Three Star
357 Cobalt Street, Broken Hill

Phone 08-8088.4122
Pool, Barbeque, Laundry Facilities

Single, Double Twin – From $75 per night

ROOMS WILL ONLY BE HELD UNTIL 31ST MARCH, 05 – AFTER THAT
IT’S POT LUCK !!!

Weekend activities:

Friday Dinner at Comfort Inn Crystal – Chinese Banquet

Saturday Guided Tour down a working mine
Tentatively – a tour and presentation of the Flying Doctor Service
located at the airport
Plenty of local galleries and museums to visit

Saturday Night Dinner in a private function room at the Social Democratic Club

Sunday A.G.M. to be held at the Terminal at the Airport
Lunch to be provided by the Café at the Airport and after lunch a bus
trip to Silverton.

Sunday Night Bistro Dinner probably at the Musicians Club.

Please send a completed copy of the form over the page with deposit $50 per person to:
Colleen Murray,
74 Florida Avenue,
NEW LAMBTON.     NSW.   2305
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Saturday night saw us have exclusive use
of the Pickled Parrot Restaurant at the Pub for
a very good meal plus the usual “what have
you been doing since I last saw you” thing.

After breakfast Sunday morning the
other half visited the Visitors Centre with some
leaving for home. With lunch at the Shell Serv-
ice station café, the balance made their way to
the airport to begin the homeward journey.

By 2:30 PM all aircraft had departed
Khancoban after having enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas 2004 get together.

Khancoban Attendees
John & Doreen Treble CRK
Lindsay & Beryl Marshall MRF
Mike Fisher & Dot Ross BNV
Hector & Wendy Blemings YVV
Andy & Jane Morris FVV
Stan & Bonnie Tilley MTL
Col Taylor and Marg McMaster MRL
Neils Jensen & John CND
John Sheehan KHP
Stuart Krichauff MVI
Lee Gordon-Brown JVV
Ian Donovan MKL
Graham & Lorraine Wood MGM
Alan & Merle Wood MGM
Frank & Jean Murray CAR

Opposite Page:Khancoban airstrip
from the Dam wall.
Left: Andy and Jane Morris in the
Christmas spirit.
Below: A good lineup for a state FlyIn.
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AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION

I/WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE FLY-IN TO BROKEN HILL ON THE WEEKEND
OF 29TH APRIL TO 1ST MAY, 2005

FIRST NAME:________________LAST NAME_______________________________
CO-PILOT’S FIRST NAME:__________ LAST NAME__________________________

NAMES OF OTHERS ATTENDING_________________________________________
WHERE ARE YOU ALL STAY-
ING?___________________________________________
REG. NO. OF TRANSPORT_______________________________(Aircraft/Car)

ESTIMATED DATE AND TIME OF ARRIVAL_________________________________

ANTICIPATED DAY AND TIME OF DEPARTURE___________________________

FUNCTIONS YOU WILL BE ATTENDING (Please Tick)
Person 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4

DINNER – Friday Night

MINE VISIT - Saturday PM

DINNER – Saturday Night

SUNDAY - BBQ Lunch at Airport

SUNDAY PM– Bus Trip to Silverton

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER
AT CLUB BISTRO –(own cost)

DEPOSIT OF $50 PER PERSON REQUIRED: No. of People________________
Total At $50 per person________

Please mail your Cheque along with this completed form to:

Mrs. C. Murray
Airtourer Association
74 Florida Avenue,
New Lambton.    NSW.    2305
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Victorian Christmas Fly-In
Khancoban
4th – 5th December 2005
John Treble

The weather for this weekend was made
to order, absolutely perfect, with everybody re-
marking what a beautiful place to enjoy a cou-
ple of days, with Khancoban set in the foot-
hills of the Snowy Mountains. The airfield is
right in town plus the hospitality and accom-
modation at the Alpine Inn was excellent.

Eight people arrived on Friday afternoon.
After settling in we journeyed to the Golf Club

for a bistro meal, then an early night.
Saturday saw the further 18 arrive dur-

ing the day, with about half the party taking
the 10km drive using the Community Bus
(driven by Lindsay) to visit the Murray No. 1
Power Station Visitors’ Centre to remind us
how the Snowy Mountain Scheme was built
and how it works.
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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES......

JOHN CALVERT

(One of them there Poms who came to Wangaratta’s AGM,
March 2003)

Interrogated under duress on the bus to Beechworth
Mental Asylum.

Which part of England do you live? Newcastle.
Occupation? Hyundai Motor Dealer.
How long have you been a Pilot? I’ve been flying since 1967, and obtained my full licence in
1971.
How did your interest in flying begin? I started when very young, joining Air Force Cadets.
Went on a pleasure flight at Heathrow in 1950 - can you imagine being able to do that now?
What Aircraft ownership do you have? I have a share in G-AZOE (see Sheriff‘s notes below). I
learned to fly in a Victa AT100, the Sunderland Aero Club had two of them.
Most humorous moment in flight? A Japanese Controller couldn’t understand type of Aircraft I
was flying, so I spelled out phonetically. Another Aircraft Pilot come over on the radio and
replied in Japanese accent, “Ah-Soee” (Hope I’ve put that right John).
What other interests do you have? Motor racing, and the Melbourne Grand Prix has been
included in this trip. Have raced a lot of
different vehicles over a period of years.
Soccer - I remember when my club, Sunder-
land, won the FA Cup, which was the first
FA Cup to be televised in Australia in Black
& White. (Greg Rutherford is old enough to
remember it.)
What, or who, made you decide to come to this
25th convention? Barry Edmondson had a
meeting and encouraged us members to
come, also Doug & Sue visited us last year
(2002) and twisted our arms.
How long are you in Australia for? Three
weeks, came for the Grand Prix, then will go
home after Wangaratta.
What parts of Australia are you seeing? Mel-
bourne, Alice Springs, Ayres Rock, Kings
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duced the AFMs.
The Co-Op approached the Adminis-

trator regarding the conditions in the original
sales agreement. When these discussions did
not reach a satisfactory agreement the Co-Op
had no choice but to seek a court ruling to
enforce the contract. This legal action has gone
on for a long time, consumed much capital
and taken a personal toll on the Co-Op Direc-
tors.

Most people fortunately don’t have
much experience of the litigation aspects of the
legal system. The Co-op’s solicitors prepared a
detailed case but this was never heard  on it’s
merits. Instead there followed a series of court
appearances where the respondents required
various matters to be clarified or ruled upon
by the court. Sources report this is a common
tactic by one side attempting to wear the other
down and out of funds. At one stage the re-
spondents raised concerns about the Co-op’s
ability to pay if they lost and the Co-op was
required to deposit a sum of money with the
court. Finally the case was close to being heard
on it’s merits when direct discussions resumed
and a settlement was reached.

Although this process has been very tir-
ing in itself one Co-op director observed, ”now
the work really begins”.

The very first step is to transfer the CTAs
into the Co-op’s name. MAI’s administrator
has already commenced this process by writ-
ing to the NZ CAA as well as CASA. Addi-
tionally Edge Aviation, who has been manag-
ing the airworthiness for MAI, has been ad-
vised.

CASA has changed it’s method of regu-
lation over the years. Previously when the Co-
op held the CTAs the regulator managed the
ongoing airworthiness requirements of Austral-
ian certified aircraft and the Co-op could con-
centrate on supply of spares and advice. Now

the regulator follows international practice and
requires the CTA holder to do this in accord-
ance with the regulator’s airworthiness require-
ments. We saw a major step in this direction
with the new Flight Manual system where the
MAI/Edge AFM replaced the original CASA
manual.  CASA manages airworthiness from a
distance by requiring the holders to have for-
mal procedures and processes to satisfy the
regulations. These procedures will have to be
written, a demanding task that has been taken
on by Co-op Director Stu Hilsberg.

The Co-op has a long standing arrange-
ment with CAR35 approved engineering or-
ganisation Auto Avia Design at Bankstown.
The principal engineer at Auto Avia is Mr.
David Simons who trained under Henry
Millicer and is very familiar with the Airtourer.
Auto Avia have already been of great help in
developing Flight Manual Supplements to
update the MAI AFMs to cover the modified
aircraft.

Aircraft Security Devices
The Government has issued leg-

islation so that from 10th March air-
craft must be secured against theft. The
Dept. of Transport and Regional Serv-
ices (DOTARS) has advised that stand-
ard door locks on aircraft are not ad-
equate and that the measure used would
need to be easily visible from outside
the aircraft to deter theft and to faciliate
DOTARS compliance checking.

CASA has issued an Airworthi-
ness Bulletin AWB 02-8 to give guid-
ance on the airworthines aspects of any
anti theft device fitted to an aircraft. The
AWB can be downloaded from the
CASA website.
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Canyon, Sydney, Blue Mountains, Melbourne, Great Ocean Road, Castlemaine, Echuca,
Melbourne, Wangaratta.
Your impressions of Australia? I really like it.
Come again? Absolutely.
Sheriff - Sorry John it has taken so long to put the Interrogation into print, but some Aussie
Pilots have required some punishing and interrogating!! Hope the report is accurate, if not
please forgive me. Thank you for being part of our great 25th AGM, and you will be most
welcome to come and receive more Airtourer punishment, sorry I mean hospitality.

Since the Interrogation - John is no longer flying or a Share holder of ZOE, he has been
replaced by Derek Wright, a Commercial Pilot, who has 150 hours on Airtourers. Now his
arm needs twisting to join the Association, and to come to the great Down Under for an
AGM. Broken Hill would be a great introduction!

FOR SALE
VICTA AIRTOURER - 115 HP

Night VFR Category

7670 TTIS, Engine 830 HTR, Prop 900 HTR, Annual Inspection completed
December 2004

VHF - Narco Com 11A, Narco ADF, Narco TSP (Mode C), Sigtronics Intercom.
New cockpit trims, carpet and overhead light fittings. AH, DI, VSI, T&B, ALT, ASI.
No outstanding A/D’s. Wheel fairings. No Corrosion. Always hangared. Maintenance

history in original airframe and engine log books.
$46,000.

Phone Mike: (02) 4658 0946 (after hours)
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A difficult period for Airtourer owners
came to an end last week when the Adminis-
trators for Millicer Aircraft Industries and the
Airtourer Co-Operative reached an out of court
settlement over ownership of the property and
rights related to the Airtourer. It was agreed
that MAI would return all the property and
rights in return for a sum of money and with-
drawal by the Co-Op of all legal action. Addi-
tionally, each party to the proceedings would
pay it’s own costs. The actual sum of money in
the settlement was confidential.

Aero Engine Services Ltd of New Zea-
land took over production of the Airtouer se-
ries of aircraft from Victa in the late 1960s.
When production ceased  the Airtourer Co-
Operative was formed and in August 1978 it
purchased the remaining property and rights
to the Airtourer. Over the years the Co-Op-
erative received a number of offers from vari-
ous organisations to restart production of the
Airtourer. Millicer Aircraft Industries was
formed in the 1990s to produce the four seat
Aircruiser. The Aircruiser was originally a Victa
design and achieved full certification prior to
the sale to AESL. However, AESL did not put
it into production but modified it slightly into
the CT4 military trainer. MAI felt there was a
market for the Aircruiser in the 1990s and
obtained the rights. It was to be marketed as

the Shrike.
MAI felt that they needed to start with

the Airtourer prior to launching the Shrike and
commenced negotiations with the Airtourer
Co-Operative to purchase the Airtourer rights.
An agreement was reached in December 1997.
The Co-Op, in order to protect the Airtourer
owners, included clauses in the purchase agree-
ment that everything would be returned un-
der certain conditions. These conditions in-
cluded if MAI was placed in receivership, if an
Airtourer Aircraft was not produced for sale
within five years and protections against it be-
ing sold overseas.

Unfortunately MAI was not successful
and were placed under administration. When
the administrator attempted to sell MAI’s as-
sets the Co-op stepped in and advised the auc-
tion of the conditions of the original sales con-
tract. The Administrator was also made aware
of the responsibilities of the holder of the Cer-
tificates of Type Approval (CTA). Subsequently
the Administrator licenced these responsibili-
ties to the Co-op.

The major activity required of the CTA
holder at that time was rewriting the Approved
Flight Manuals. The Co-op was well advanced
in meeting the CASA deadlines when the Ad-
ministrator cancelled that licence and instead
licenced Edge Aviation who subsequently pro-

IT’S OVER!
MAI and Airtourer Co-

operative Reach Out of
Court Settlement
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Calendar of Events

Annual General Meeting Fly-In
29th April to 1st May 2005

Broken Hill
See details this Newsletter

South Australian Fly-In
1st-3rd October 2005

Port Lincoln
Details In Future Newsletter

FOR SALE
Airtourer T6/24.

Approx 3500 TT, extensively upgraded mechanically last 12 mths.
Eng & prop approx 1300 TR, 160 HP CSU with new hub, new fuel
cells etc. Initial Aero endorsement can be arranged with new owner.

$76,000+ GST
PH/FAX 02 69552220 Mob 0427 606858
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Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

Editorial
This issue has been delayed awaiting finalisation of the court action. I hope that

this has not caused any inconvenience, especially with regard to planning for the AGM.
The  hotels will hold bookings for the Association until the end of March.

The legal action has been a difficult time for Airtourer owners and while the settle-
ment is welcome the next step of ensuring continued airworthiness support for the future
will take a lot more work. The Association and Co-Op owe a debt to the Directors of the
Co-op and in particular Hugh Knox for persevering in the face of the legal obstructions
thrown up by the respondents. Also a special thank you to Maureen Knox for her pa-
tience and support.

This issue includes the ATSB report on an Airtourer fatal accident at Camden. The
loss of any aircraft is sad but the loss of life is a tragedy. As pilots we have an obligation to
learn from these accidents so as not to repeat them.
Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran

Editor, John O’Halloran Mobile: 0411 968901 (SMS)
P.O. Box 778, FAX: (07) 54425180
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone: (07) 54476604

Email John_OH@Bigpond.com

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John
O’Halloran at the contacts listed above. Please enclose payment for any advertisement.
The next Newsletter will be published in May 2005. Contributions and or advertise-
ments are to be with JOH by 15 April 2005.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $20.00

Large advertisement $40.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy
direct to the publisher.

Airtourer Association Newsletter February 2005

Page 23

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Airtourer Association Inc.

The Annual General Meeting of the Airtourer Association will be held at the Bro-
ken Hill Airport Terminal,  at 0930 on 1st May 2005.

Agenda:

•Presentation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting (Published in
the May 2004 Newsletter.)

•Business Arising from the Minutes.

•Presentation of Reports

•Election of Office Bearers

•Other Business

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd

The Annual General Meeting of the Airtourer Co-Operative will be held at the
Broken Hill Airport Terminal at 1030 on 1st May 2005.

Agenda:

•Presentation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting.

•Business Arising from the Minutes.

•Election for retiring Board Members

•Other Business

Note: Only active members may vote at an AGM.
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Committee Elections
The Rules governing an Incorporated Association lay down the following require-

ments for election of the Committee:
• The Committee shall consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and

3 Ordinary Members.
• Nominations must be submitted in writing to the Secretary.
• There must be 2 Proposers and the Nominee must state acceptance of the nomina-

tion.
• A member can be only nominated for one position.

Nominations  are called for all positions on the Committee to be elected at the
AGM as notified in this Newsletter. Nominations are to be sent to the Secretary at the
following address on the attached or similar form.
Secretary: John O’Halloran

P.O. Box 778
Tewantin QLD 4565
FAX: 07 54425180

Airtourer Association Nomination for Election to the Committee

I  nominate _______________________________________________
for the position of: (mark appropriate position)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Ordinary Members (three positions)

Nominated by (Signature) _________________________________________

(Name) _________________________________________

Seconded by (Signature) _________________________________________

(Name) _________________________________________
I agree to being nominated for the above mentioned position.

Signature of candidate:


