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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES......
Ian and Doreen Lumsden

(Interrogated on bus taking ‘criminals’ to Beechworth
‘jail’).

1. In which part of England do you live?   Cleadon, in the
county of Tyne and Wear, between Sunderland & Newcas-
tle.
2. Your occupation?  Garage owner which incorporates sales of fuel and second-hand vehicles
of all types.
3. How long have you been a Pilot?   3 years, and Doreen is a good passenger.
4. How old were you when you got your Pilot’s licence?   40.
5. How did the interest in flying begin?   Doreen bought me a trial lesson in a Cessna 172.
Within a week I began training and the bank balance rapidly went down.
6. Have you owned an aircraft?    In December 2001 I bought a share in the AT115 G-AZOE.
7. What other interests do you have?   (Ian) I have a Ducati ST2 motorbike which I ride now
and again, because flying took over.
 (Doreen) I make cakes for family and friends for special occasions.
(Sheriff: Golly Jane we should have got Doreen to make our 25th anniversary cake!)
8. Do you have any children?   A son aged 21, and a daugther aged 17.
9. What, or who, made you decided to come to
Wangaratta to the 25th AGM?   Barry and
John asked us to come along.
10. How long are in Australia for?   Only 2½
weeks, but we definitely will come back.
11. What parts of Australia are you seeing?
Sydney, Katoomba, Melbourne and
Wangaratta.
12. What are you impressions of Australia after
this brief visit?   Absolutely brilliant.

Well that is an encouraging ending.  We
Aussies think we live in an “absolutely
brilliant” country, and we’re absolutely
thrilled you made the effort to come out and
join us on this special occasion.  Thank you
so very much..........”The Sheriff ”.
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Editor, John O’Halloran Mobile: 0411 968901 (SMS)
P.O. Box 778, FAX: (07) 54425180
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone: (07) 54476604

Email John_OH@Bigpond.com

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John O’Halloran at
the contacts listed above. Please enclose payment for any advertisement. The next Newsletter
will be published in November 2003. Contributions and or advertisements are to be with
JOH by 15 October 2003.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $10.00

Large advertisement $20.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy direct to
the publisher.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

Editorial
My apologies everyone, this Newsletter is almost a month overdue. This is the one

issue that I thought I would have ample time to complete since my employer cancelled
almost half of our flights because of the SARS virus. Instead of an easy July I found a very
full roster as many passengers returned enjoying  cheap tickets. Many thanks to Stu Hilsberg
who is helping me to the finalise this Newsletter.

Most membership renewals have now been received and it’s always great to read the
little comments and notes that accompany them. Each year some members drift away
from aviation and elect not to renew. We thank them for their support over the years and
wish them well in their future endeavours. I have included one such letter from Gordon
Crowley. For those who may have overlooked the renewal a reminder is included with
this Newsletter. The finalised membership booklet will be included with the November
Newsletter.

Congratulations to Andy Morris who has passed his LAME exams with flying
colours.

The Association was saddened to learn of the fatal accident involving MVP, the
180HP Airtourer. Neither the solo pilot nor the owner were members of the Association.

Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran
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did not think it was a good idea to leave this
inspection as we were doing about 100 hours
a year.

We contacted Ralph Vincent at RGV
aviation, who has had a long association with
the airtourer to get his advice (Ralph has also
done a few hours in GATEX when she was
fitted with a 130hp engine as well as Neville
Duke who has done over 30 hours of test fly-
ing in GATEX in 1969/1970) Ralph thought
that it might take 1-2 weeks to sort out and
lift the airframe from the wings. We positioned
the aircraft to Gloucester in May 2002. She is
still there as I write this article!!

So what went wrong? Well the brackets
did have corrosion and there was also some
corrosion in a main spar splice which needed
replacing. It took a long time to get the correct
drawings for the part and it was decided in the
end that the brackets should be made in the
UK. Ralph approached a manufacturer only
to be told that the metal grade was not cor-
rect. Ralph spent many hours trying to source
the correct grade of metal and dealing with the
CAA to get approval for the bracket. The same
problem arose with the splice within the wing.
Months and months would pass with no im-
provement in the situation. In the end the
brackets were manufactured and approved at
a cost.

As we were approaching the annual start
date we also decided to ask Ralph to carry this
out as it made sense while she was on the
ground. There have been many other minor
items of work that needed to be sorted out but
none as bad as the bracket and splice. We

thought we were nearly there but more to
come. In February 2003 RGV contacted us to
say that the fuel tank had perished. We ordered
without delay from Australia and the Tank was
dispatched on the 19th March, arriving in the
UK on the 2nd April 2003. The tank is due to
be fitted next week and hopefully she will take
to the air again in April.

Much  Mickey taking has been directed
at us at our home base with regards to our
“grounded tourer”. We can see the light at the
end of the tunnel now and I think as a new
group we were slightly naïve about the costs
involved and the fact that with any old aircraft
you buy there are possibly many nasty surprises
within, which will cost a large sum of money
and take a good length of time. I’m sure that
most of you already have severely dented wal-
lets and a few more grey hairs over your pride
and joy.

What could be done to improve the situ-
ation?

Well I think in the UK we need to liaise
closer with other groups and our group is in-
tent on arranging a fly in to discuss engineer-
ing tactics and lay some plans.   Through ini-
tial discussions with our Airtourer Chairman,
Chris Scholfield and Ralph at RGV it is im-
perative that we look at sourcing metal etc for
any future problems and discuss maybe keep-
ing stocks of perishable\ lifed parts and copies
of drawings for the most common problems,
similar to what has been done with De
Havilland Moths etc in the UK.

Most of all I just can’t wait to get the
aircraft back so I can catch up with what I
missed out on last summer!

AOPA Membership. Just a reminder that the Association is a member of AOPA which
entitles you to a discount on your AOPA membership.
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Cover Photo: Andy Morris, Stan Tilley and Tony Matthews bouncing around in the heat over
Parkes. Photo courtesy of John Sheehan.

Letters to the Editor

Dear John

My name is William; I am a member of the Association and the owner of MUZ. I am
exploring the possibility of having an autopilot developed for Victa aircraft. My understanding
is that this has never been done so the concept will have to be developed and the appropriate
approvals will subsequently have to be obtained. I have spoken to Alan Wood and he is inter-
ested in the idea as well.

Unfortunately for any one individual to develop an autopilot for the Victa may be pro-
hibitively expensive but if there are a number of us keen on the idea then we can all contribute
to the cost and we will all ultimately benefit.

I would like to invite any members of the Association who are interested in contributing
to a fund to undertake the development to contact me. I am not asking for money only a show
of interest. Hopefully there are many out there who like the idea of an autopilot.

My contact details are: Tel (02) 42840319
e-mail: wlgf000@netspace.net.au

Best Regards
William Fuller

To The Airtourer Association-particularly Alan Wood

I want to thank you so much for helping me with my new fuel bladder. Thanks to you my
plane (DAM) is flying beautifully again and I will certainly see you all at Dubbo.

Sincerely
Elaine Sage
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inspection, all that we looked at were rotten to
a degree and would need large sums of money
spent. We were pushed away from Austers due
to spares availability and engine costs and a
cub was in the end out of our reach. We looked
at Jodels but again decided that it might not
be rugged enough for our needs.

Then in August\ September 2001 I no-
ticed an advert for a Victa Airtourer in Pilot
magazine. It looked nice, low wing, good vis-
ibility and within budget at £16000 with new
annual inspection. Simon Fage, one of our
group members informed me that his grand-
father had owned a share in and flown
airtourers and that he had loved it albeit slightly
underpowered, (these aircraft were G-AZHT
+ G-AYLA, Denham 1970’s).

I spoke to one of the current owners on
the phone to discuss the aircraft based at
Rochester in Kent. It sounded that it fitted the
bill in terms of cost, fuel consumption etc. and
although it was not a tail dragger we all felt it
was worth looking at.

The aircraft was test flown by one of the
other group members who had found it very
nice albeit that the take off run was “quite long”
which was a concern for us as RAF Halton is
grass with our shortest run being 860m. He
explained to the rest of us that he was very
impressed with the handling, roll rate and vis-
ibility.

A further inspection  was carried out
with myself and our engineer, including a close
look at the engine and airframe books. At the
time we noted that the books only went back
as far as 1978. We could find no evidence of
major work outstanding and the paint scheme
was very good. There were bits of tidying up
to do here and there and evidence of minor
skin corrosion. We agreed that we would pur-
chase the aircraft after the annual inspection.

The day dawned and we arrived at
Rochester to pick up our new toy, but disaster
struck. The weather was great for the ferry flight
back and I was to do some circuits with one of
the current owners. The engineer however had
different ideas and had not notified the group
that the aircraft was not actually airworthy as
it needed a second signature on a control rod
re-connection. He informed us that there was
no way he could organise this on a Saturday.
We persevered and managed to sort this out,
then there was a minor discussion about sale
price due to soaring annual costs! However on
first start up she dumped her oil on the pan
from a leaking rocker cover gasket! (engineer
suitably chastised)  I took off for my first flight
in GATEX at 15:00hrs for some circuits and
immediately fell in love with her. The flight
manual had also gone missing and technically
the annual was invalid without it. After much
ringing round to the previous group and with
the help of Michael Dale of the Medway Victa
Group the manual was retrieved from a dark
corner of someone’s attic.

For the next 6 months we all had great
fun getting used to our new aircraft and she
performed well without the engine missing a
beat and nearly always burning 4.5 gallons per
hour. The take off was novel and took some
getting used to, to maximise performance on
our short grass runways but that is another
story.

In 2002 one of our group members ap-
plied to TOTAL for sponsorship to cover the
cost of a re-spray. We were successful in our
bid and decided to look at what engineering
needed to be carried out as we felt that it made
sense to have it done prior to re-spray. The
main one was inspection of the wing\fuselage-
mounting bracket, which was due in 300
hours. As the sponsorship was for 5 years we
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Dear John

I have enjoyed my time with the Airtourer Association even though it only resulted in a
magazine to read.

The magazine was good and it spoke on mostly good times with an aeroplane that I had
a great deal of admiration for. If it had not been for an Airtourer I would never have become an
Air Traffic Controller and found my niche in life.

I holidayed as a child in Virginia, north of Parafield, and spent countless hours watching
DH Tiger Moths and Chipmunks flying over the area and out towards Outer Harbour. I was
entranced with the aircraft that flew around and was some what dismayed when a Dianne
Workman “flat spun” a Chipmunk into the Outer Harbour area and became a paraplegic. It is
amazing that I can still recall her name after all those years. It put me off flying.

The arrival of the Victa Airtourer changed my attitude perhaps because it had a tricycle
undercarriage, perhaps because it was new or perhaps I wanted to fly anyhow. I enjoyed my time
with the Royal Aero Club of SA and was sorry the demise of the RACSA in later years.

Of the members of the Airtourer Association my closest contact would be Gerry Lawson
who I have met from time to time over the period 1964 to now. Stuart Krichauff ’s name also
appears in my log book.

I started out playing with cars, then it was cars and aircraft, then it was cars and hot air
balloons, and then it was cars on their own. I am planning on staying with cars and as a result of
that decision I will let my membership of the Airtourer Association lapse but I do wish the
Airtourer Association and that marvellous aircraft the Airtourer in all its forms well.
Kindest Regards

Gordon Cowley.

Co-Op News
Type Certificate. The shareholders resolved at the last AGM to commence legal action to
enforce the provisions of the sale agreement to Millicer Aircraft Industries. The legal process is
sometimes slow. One of the holdups was to determine the actual status of MAI as companies
under administration may be subject to certain protections. The matter is now proceding and
in the hands of a Barrister.
Share Capital. The NSW Government has approved the change in the Co-Op structure from
share capital to membership. The new rules will be posted on the Association website soon
and applications for membership will be called. Some members offered to leave their share
capital with the Co-Op as a legal fighting fund. However, it first  must be repaid and the Co-
Op will be contacting all shareholders soon regarding repayment.
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For several years a small number of us at
RAF Halton had thought about setting up a
group to own and operate a small aircraft. Our
normal steed is the Grob 109 Vigilant which
we operate as volunteers for the Air Cadets.
We also have the luxury of a flying club on the
airfield operating C152, C182 and a DH
Chipmunk at cheap rates for service person-
nel.

After much discussion about group size,
aircraft type and initial investment, we origi-
nally formed as Halton Taildraggers, looking

G-ATEX  Victa Airtourer 100 serial 110
Mark Hillier

to purchase a Luscombe Silvaire, Cub or
Auster. We set out with 5 members each in-
vesting £4,000 which we felt would be ad-
equate to secure our potential pride and joy.
After much sniffing about we went to see sev-
eral Luscombes all in the right price range and
some very immaculate aircraft. Our engineer,
Alan Smart talked to a colleague of his who
owned a Luscombe to check on any engineer-
ing problems that we might have. He men-
tioned that they all seem to be suffering severe
corrosion in the wings. Sure enough after closer

G-ATEX in for annual, November 2001, Rochester.
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President’s Pen
Hi Everybody!

Just a note to bring you up to speed on the
meeting at Dubbo.  The aerodrome Owners have
agreed to slash a dedicated parking area for us near
the Flying Doctor base, which is a short walk from
the Dubbo Aeroclub.

The airport has agreed to a single landing fee
of $8.00 per aircraft which will be paid from Asso-
ciation funds.  This covers us for the whole week-
end, including all local flying anyone wishes to un-
dertake.  Make sure your aircraft is registered on ar-
rival or you will receive a bill from Avdata, (and of
course use your call sign for all movements!)

The Aeroclub have allowed us use of their premises/facilities for meet and greet, and will
be providing a barbecue lunch for all on Saturday.  The Clubhouse will be accessible to us during
daylight hours for the whole of Friday to Monday.

I have invited the Club Pres and partner to the dinner at Dubbo RSL club on Sat night as
our guests.

We will have a 12 seat minibus available for all shuttle duties during the weekend.  Jack
Murray has volunteered as driver for this, no doubt there will be someone who can give him a
spell from duty.

The outing for Sunday is a visit to Western Plains Zoo, followed by lunch at the Zoo
restaurant.  There will be a 60 seat local bus and driver to pick up from the motels at 0900 on
Sun morning and deliver to zoo.  He will return at 1330 to bring us back to town.  Any overflow
will be covered by our mini bus.  The minibus will be available for all transfers to the airport,
including departures on Monday morning.

Note: Those of us who have qualified for a Seniors card will get a discount on the Zoo
outing-Bring it with you!

XVV plans to arrive AM on Thursday 28th to check on last minute details.  If you arrive
early, please ring me on mobile 0419 996 258, and I will be at the Cattlemans hotel in the
evening.

We are printing a proper program/timetable for the full event and will send to everyone
shortly.

I have lodged a special request for flying weather as served in Queensland the last two
weekends, hope we get an approval!

Look forward to seeing you there!
Bill Pennell.
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Answer: When it doesn’t have all the extra bits
that CASA require.

All aircraft owners have suffered confu-
sion and expense since CASA decided to
change the flight manual system. This has been
aggravated in the case of the Airtourer by the
uncertainty over the ownership of the Type
Certificate and associated responsibilities. This
article will outline what your complete Flight
Manual package should look like.

Fundamental to this article is the fact
that the flight manual, as required by CASA
to be carried in the aircraft, is a composite
document that the Certificate of Registration
(CofR) holder is responsible for maintaining.

Basic Flight Manual. (Basic FM). This
is the general Flight Manual document pro-
duced by the Type Certificate holder for a par-

The “Complete” Flight Manual
Or

When is a Flight Manual not a Flight Manual.
John O’Halloran

ticular type and model of aircraft. They are
approved by the aviation authority that issued
the Type Certificate and is not specific for a
particular aircraft.

Edge Aviation, under licence from
Millicer Aircraft Industries, have produced the
Basic FMs listed in Table 1 for the various mod-
els of Airtourers.

The basic manual applicable to a par-
ticular aircraft is the manual when it was first
manufactured.

The Basic FM is a living and controlled
document. This means it can change but those
changes can only be made by MAI (Edge Avia-
tion) and must be approved by CASA, for the
Victa aircraft, or the NZ CAA for AESL air-
craft. Any changes must be recorded in the
General Amendment Record Sheet on page
(ii).

Aircraft Type Basic Flight Manual Authority
Manufacturer Model Document No.
Victa Airtourer 100 EA-AT100/34-1 CASA

Airtourer 115 EA-AT115/34-3 CASA
AESL 115 AIR 2788 NZ CAA

Airtourer 150 (T4) AIR 2790 NZ CAA
Airtourer Super 150 (T5) AIR 2791 NZ CAA
T6 AIR 2792 NZ CAA
T3A AIR 2789 NZ CAA

Table 1.- Basic Flight Manual Details.
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CASA Approved Flight Manual.
(CASA AFM). This is the document that
CASA requires you to carry in your aircraft.
The nucleus of the CASA AFM is the Basic
FM. Additional components are Supplements
to cover any changes to the aircraft since manu-
facture and CASA administrative pages.

CASA Administrative Pages. Two ad-
ditional pages are required so that CASA can
keep track of the overall construction of the
CASA AFM for each aircraft. The two pages
are the “CASA Approval Page” and the
“Amendment Record Sheet”.

The term “CASA Approval Page” is mis-
leading. I am aware of some owners who re-
ceived such a page and believed that their Flight
Manual was now approved by CASA and no
further action was required. This is understand-
able but incorrect. Some CASA regional of-
fices even issued approval pages for the old Civil
Mk1 Flight Manual which are no longer valid.

In one of the numerous telephone calls
to CASA last year they advised that the ap-
proval page had no legal standing and was for
CASA administrative purposes only! However,
CASA needs to keep track of the components
of the CASA AFM for each individual aircraft.
The starting point is the CASA Approval Page.
To obtain an approval page owners must send
CASA a form listing information such as the
make, model, serial number and part number
of the Basic Flight Manual. (As listed in the
table earlier.) This form can be obtained from
the CASA website or by calling 131757. CASA
will then return the Approval Page and Amend-
ment Record Sheet.

Once you have put all the components
of the CASA AFM together enter the details
in the CASA Amendment Record Sheet, (not
the General Amendment Record Sheet), and
send a copy to CASA. An example of the ini-
tial entry for an AESL Super 150 would be

“Incorporation of CAA Approved Flight
Manual and Pilots Operating Handbook. AIR
2791 Amendment 0.”

Every time the CASA AFM changes, the
CASA Amendment Record Sheet must be cop-
ied and sent to CASA.

Examples of changes could be incorpo-
ration of a Supplement (see below) or an
amendment to the Basic FM. For example, if
MAI decided to change the climb speed in the
Basic FM it would be inserted in the Basic FM
and the General Amendment Record sheet on
page (ii) would be updated to reflect the new
amendment status. Now CASA needs to know
that your CASA AFM is up to date so the
CASA Amendment Record Sheet would be
updated with “Amendment 1 to AIR 2791
dated 14 Aug 03”, and a copy sent to CASA.

Supplements. Supplements are addi-
tional pages that change information in the
Basic FM to reflect the actual aircraft or for
particular operations. They generally take the
form of the Basic FM with the same chapter
structure and it’s own amendment record.
Many of you will already have Supplements
for the Civil Mk1 Flight Manual however
CASA’s Lyn Nicholson advised that these can
not be used with the new Basic FM as the struc-
ture is different. As usual other CASA Offices
have advised differently.

The most commonly required Supple-
ment for the Airtourer type is for larger en-
gines. The most logical change would be to
substitute the Basic FM for the larger engine
model. This was common under the old sys-
tem but is not allowed under ICAO guide-
lines and CASA has a policy of following
ICAO.

For example, Jane and Andy Morris are
upgrading their Airtourer 100, DDZ, with a
160 HP engine. DDZ will still have the Basic
FM for the Victa 100 and a Supplement that
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says, ignore the 100 information and use the
160 data in the Supplement. Since a large
number of aircraft are affected the Association
has drafted Supplements for 150 and 160 con-
versions. These have been with CASA for a
number of months awaiting approval. In the
meantime CASA has issued an exemption
against having to carry the yet to be approved
Supplement. (see elsewhere in this Newlsetter.)

Supplements come in two forms, those
issued by the aircraft manufacturer and others
approved locally by CASA. Section 9 of the
Basic FM states that “Only supplements which
are produced by the manufacturer, and listed
in para 9.2 below, apply to this individual air-
craft.” This can be misleading as someone other
than the manufacturer may write (and CASA
approve) a supplement. However, as only the
manufacturer may amend the Basic FM, and
that amendment will apply to all aircraft of
that model, then there must be an additional
method to incorporate a Supplement for an
individual aircraft. I am not aware of any MAI
Supplements that would be incorporated un-
der Section 9.

Locally produced Supplements are in-
serted after the Basic FM and an entry is made
in the CASA AFM Amendment Record Sheet.

Let’s consider an expample of a Victa 100
that has been upgraded to 160 HP with a 3
bladed propeller, Alan Wood’s auxiliary fuel
tank and a Digiflow Fuel System. The CASA
AFM will be made up of the following:
1) CASA Approval Sheet
2) CASA Amendment Record Sheet (with

entries for incorporation of the Basic
FM, plus it’s amendments, and entries
for each of the Supplements).

3) Basic Flight Manual. (EA-AT100/34-
1).

4) Supplement for 160 HP Engine.

5) Supplement for 3 bladed prop.
6) Supplement for Auxiliary Fuel Tank.
7) Supplement for Digiflow Fuel System.

Additional Pages. The Civil Mk 1
manual contained a page giving the individual
aircraft basic weight and index information.
This is the starting point for calculation of the
weight and CG in Section 6 of the Basic FM.
This page no longer forms pat of the CASA
AFM but the CofR holder has the responsi-
bility to ensure that the pilot is aware of the
need to use this data. Therefore it would be
prudent to copy the page from the old Civil
Mk1 Manual and insert it in the same binder
as the CASA AFM. Other documents that
could be included are the Certificate of Regis-
tration and Certificate of Airworthiness.

The AFM in Practise. Consider the re-
sponsibility of a pilot of a modified aircraft in
determining which is the correct data and pro-
cedures. They must use the unmodified Basic
FM data except where that is changed by any
of the Supplements. I will leave it up to indi-
vidual members to decide if there are safety
implications.

One member told CASA that he in-
tended to staple together the pages of the Ba-
sic FM with superseded data, you can imagine
the reply. Another suggestion offered was the
inclusion of a disclaimer page advising that the
Basic FM was included at CASA’s insistence,
was dangerous and care was required to ensure
correct data was used.

Responsibility. The Certificate of Reg-
istration holder is responsible for the correct
construction of the CASA AFM. Contrary to
some beliefs, once the CASA Approval Sheet
is issued the CofR holder continues to be re-
sponsible for ensuring that the Basic FM is up
to date and that the necessary Supplements are
incorporated.

Conclusion. The CASA AFM must con-
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sist of the CASA Approval Page, Amendment
Record Sheet and the MAI Basic FM. If your
aircraft has been modified then Supplements
may be required. Whenever any change is made
to the  CASA AFM then the CASA Amend-

Calendar of Events

President’s Fly-In 2003
29th - 31st August 2003

Dubbo
Details sent with the membership renewals or contact the editor.

Welcome:
Chris Hamilton from Mt. Gambier who has rejoined after a few years absence.
David Hobson from Croydon, Victoria who now has 115 MUF.
Jim Brooks of Rockhampton who recently bought John Plummers old aircraft, BQW.

For Sale
Do you need new Brake Discs for your 5" Cleaveland brakes?

New RAPCO replacement discs P/N RA164-01700 @ $100 each
Bob Peak @ bobpeak@optusnet.com.au or fax/ph 02 9525 2471

ment Record Sheet must be updated and a copy
sent to CASA.

The Certificate of Registration holder
is responsible for ensuring that the complete
Flight Manual is correct.

For Sale
Airtourer Victa 115 hp.

TTIS 7645, ETR 848, PTR 992, Annual Inspection completed Dec 02, New instru-
ment panel with AH, DI, VSI, T&B, Alt, ASI, Narco VHF Com 11A, ADF, Mode C
Tsp, Sigtronics Intercom. New carpet and trim. Wheel spats. Nil Corrosion. Paint 8/

10, canopy 8/10. Approved flight manual and engine/airframe log books. Always
hangered. 100kt at 27LPH . $52000. GST not applicable. AH 02-46580946.
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Mk1 Manual and insert it in the same binder
as the CASA AFM. Other documents that
could be included are the Certificate of Regis-
tration and Certificate of Airworthiness.

The AFM in Practise. Consider the re-
sponsibility of a pilot of a modified aircraft in
determining which is the correct data and pro-
cedures. They must use the unmodified Basic
FM data except where that is changed by any
of the Supplements. I will leave it up to indi-
vidual members to decide if there are safety
implications.

One member told CASA that he in-
tended to staple together the pages of the Ba-
sic FM with superseded data, you can imagine
the reply. Another suggestion offered was the
inclusion of a disclaimer page advising that the
Basic FM was included at CASA’s insistence,
was dangerous and care was required to ensure
correct data was used.

Responsibility. The Certificate of Reg-
istration holder is responsible for the correct
construction of the CASA AFM. Contrary to
some beliefs, once the CASA Approval Sheet
is issued the CofR holder continues to be re-
sponsible for ensuring that the Basic FM is up
to date and that the necessary Supplements are
incorporated.

Conclusion. The CASA AFM must con-
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sist of the CASA Approval Page, Amendment
Record Sheet and the MAI Basic FM. If your
aircraft has been modified then Supplements
may be required. Whenever any change is made
to the  CASA AFM then the CASA Amend-

Calendar of Events

President’s Fly-In 2003
29th - 31st August 2003

Dubbo
Details sent with the membership renewals or contact the editor.

Welcome:
Chris Hamilton from Mt. Gambier who has rejoined after a few years absence.
David Hobson from Croydon, Victoria who now has 115 MUF.
Jim Brooks of Rockhampton who recently bought John Plummers old aircraft, BQW.

For Sale
Do you need new Brake Discs for your 5" Cleaveland brakes?

New RAPCO replacement discs P/N RA164-01700 @ $100 each
Bob Peak @ bobpeak@optusnet.com.au or fax/ph 02 9525 2471

ment Record Sheet must be updated and a copy
sent to CASA.

The Certificate of Registration holder
is responsible for ensuring that the complete
Flight Manual is correct.

For Sale
Airtourer Victa 115 hp.

TTIS 7645, ETR 848, PTR 992, Annual Inspection completed Dec 02, New instru-
ment panel with AH, DI, VSI, T&B, Alt, ASI, Narco VHF Com 11A, ADF, Mode C
Tsp, Sigtronics Intercom. New carpet and trim. Wheel spats. Nil Corrosion. Paint 8/

10, canopy 8/10. Approved flight manual and engine/airframe log books. Always
hangered. 100kt at 27LPH . $52000. GST not applicable. AH 02-46580946.
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CASA Approved Flight Manual.
(CASA AFM). This is the document that
CASA requires you to carry in your aircraft.
The nucleus of the CASA AFM is the Basic
FM. Additional components are Supplements
to cover any changes to the aircraft since manu-
facture and CASA administrative pages.

CASA Administrative Pages. Two ad-
ditional pages are required so that CASA can
keep track of the overall construction of the
CASA AFM for each aircraft. The two pages
are the “CASA Approval Page” and the
“Amendment Record Sheet”.

The term “CASA Approval Page” is mis-
leading. I am aware of some owners who re-
ceived such a page and believed that their Flight
Manual was now approved by CASA and no
further action was required. This is understand-
able but incorrect. Some CASA regional of-
fices even issued approval pages for the old Civil
Mk1 Flight Manual which are no longer valid.

In one of the numerous telephone calls
to CASA last year they advised that the ap-
proval page had no legal standing and was for
CASA administrative purposes only! However,
CASA needs to keep track of the components
of the CASA AFM for each individual aircraft.
The starting point is the CASA Approval Page.
To obtain an approval page owners must send
CASA a form listing information such as the
make, model, serial number and part number
of the Basic Flight Manual. (As listed in the
table earlier.) This form can be obtained from
the CASA website or by calling 131757. CASA
will then return the Approval Page and Amend-
ment Record Sheet.

Once you have put all the components
of the CASA AFM together enter the details
in the CASA Amendment Record Sheet, (not
the General Amendment Record Sheet), and
send a copy to CASA. An example of the ini-
tial entry for an AESL Super 150 would be

“Incorporation of CAA Approved Flight
Manual and Pilots Operating Handbook. AIR
2791 Amendment 0.”

Every time the CASA AFM changes, the
CASA Amendment Record Sheet must be cop-
ied and sent to CASA.

Examples of changes could be incorpo-
ration of a Supplement (see below) or an
amendment to the Basic FM. For example, if
MAI decided to change the climb speed in the
Basic FM it would be inserted in the Basic FM
and the General Amendment Record sheet on
page (ii) would be updated to reflect the new
amendment status. Now CASA needs to know
that your CASA AFM is up to date so the
CASA Amendment Record Sheet would be
updated with “Amendment 1 to AIR 2791
dated 14 Aug 03”, and a copy sent to CASA.

Supplements. Supplements are addi-
tional pages that change information in the
Basic FM to reflect the actual aircraft or for
particular operations. They generally take the
form of the Basic FM with the same chapter
structure and it’s own amendment record.
Many of you will already have Supplements
for the Civil Mk1 Flight Manual however
CASA’s Lyn Nicholson advised that these can
not be used with the new Basic FM as the struc-
ture is different. As usual other CASA Offices
have advised differently.

The most commonly required Supple-
ment for the Airtourer type is for larger en-
gines. The most logical change would be to
substitute the Basic FM for the larger engine
model. This was common under the old sys-
tem but is not allowed under ICAO guide-
lines and CASA has a policy of following
ICAO.

For example, Jane and Andy Morris are
upgrading their Airtourer 100, DDZ, with a
160 HP engine. DDZ will still have the Basic
FM for the Victa 100 and a Supplement that
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Answer: When it doesn’t have all the extra bits
that CASA require.

All aircraft owners have suffered confu-
sion and expense since CASA decided to
change the flight manual system. This has been
aggravated in the case of the Airtourer by the
uncertainty over the ownership of the Type
Certificate and associated responsibilities. This
article will outline what your complete Flight
Manual package should look like.

Fundamental to this article is the fact
that the flight manual, as required by CASA
to be carried in the aircraft, is a composite
document that the Certificate of Registration
(CofR) holder is responsible for maintaining.

Basic Flight Manual. (Basic FM). This
is the general Flight Manual document pro-
duced by the Type Certificate holder for a par-

The “Complete” Flight Manual
Or

When is a Flight Manual not a Flight Manual.
John O’Halloran

ticular type and model of aircraft. They are
approved by the aviation authority that issued
the Type Certificate and is not specific for a
particular aircraft.

Edge Aviation, under licence from
Millicer Aircraft Industries, have produced the
Basic FMs listed in Table 1 for the various mod-
els of Airtourers.

The basic manual applicable to a par-
ticular aircraft is the manual when it was first
manufactured.

The Basic FM is a living and controlled
document. This means it can change but those
changes can only be made by MAI (Edge Avia-
tion) and must be approved by CASA, for the
Victa aircraft, or the NZ CAA for AESL air-
craft. Any changes must be recorded in the
General Amendment Record Sheet on page
(ii).

Aircraft Type Basic Flight Manual Authority
Manufacturer Model Document No.
Victa Airtourer 100 EA-AT100/34-1 CASA

Airtourer 115 EA-AT115/34-3 CASA
AESL 115 AIR 2788 NZ CAA

Airtourer 150 (T4) AIR 2790 NZ CAA
Airtourer Super 150 (T5) AIR 2791 NZ CAA
T6 AIR 2792 NZ CAA
T3A AIR 2789 NZ CAA

Table 1.- Basic Flight Manual Details.
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President’s Pen
Hi Everybody!

Just a note to bring you up to speed on the
meeting at Dubbo.  The aerodrome Owners have
agreed to slash a dedicated parking area for us near
the Flying Doctor base, which is a short walk from
the Dubbo Aeroclub.

The airport has agreed to a single landing fee
of $8.00 per aircraft which will be paid from Asso-
ciation funds.  This covers us for the whole week-
end, including all local flying anyone wishes to un-
dertake.  Make sure your aircraft is registered on ar-
rival or you will receive a bill from Avdata, (and of
course use your call sign for all movements!)

The Aeroclub have allowed us use of their premises/facilities for meet and greet, and will
be providing a barbecue lunch for all on Saturday.  The Clubhouse will be accessible to us during
daylight hours for the whole of Friday to Monday.

I have invited the Club Pres and partner to the dinner at Dubbo RSL club on Sat night as
our guests.

We will have a 12 seat minibus available for all shuttle duties during the weekend.  Jack
Murray has volunteered as driver for this, no doubt there will be someone who can give him a
spell from duty.

The outing for Sunday is a visit to Western Plains Zoo, followed by lunch at the Zoo
restaurant.  There will be a 60 seat local bus and driver to pick up from the motels at 0900 on
Sun morning and deliver to zoo.  He will return at 1330 to bring us back to town.  Any overflow
will be covered by our mini bus.  The minibus will be available for all transfers to the airport,
including departures on Monday morning.

Note: Those of us who have qualified for a Seniors card will get a discount on the Zoo
outing-Bring it with you!

XVV plans to arrive AM on Thursday 28th to check on last minute details.  If you arrive
early, please ring me on mobile 0419 996 258, and I will be at the Cattlemans hotel in the
evening.

We are printing a proper program/timetable for the full event and will send to everyone
shortly.

I have lodged a special request for flying weather as served in Queensland the last two
weekends, hope we get an approval!

Look forward to seeing you there!
Bill Pennell.
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Dear John

I have enjoyed my time with the Airtourer Association even though it only resulted in a
magazine to read.

The magazine was good and it spoke on mostly good times with an aeroplane that I had
a great deal of admiration for. If it had not been for an Airtourer I would never have become an
Air Traffic Controller and found my niche in life.

I holidayed as a child in Virginia, north of Parafield, and spent countless hours watching
DH Tiger Moths and Chipmunks flying over the area and out towards Outer Harbour. I was
entranced with the aircraft that flew around and was some what dismayed when a Dianne
Workman “flat spun” a Chipmunk into the Outer Harbour area and became a paraplegic. It is
amazing that I can still recall her name after all those years. It put me off flying.

The arrival of the Victa Airtourer changed my attitude perhaps because it had a tricycle
undercarriage, perhaps because it was new or perhaps I wanted to fly anyhow. I enjoyed my time
with the Royal Aero Club of SA and was sorry the demise of the RACSA in later years.

Of the members of the Airtourer Association my closest contact would be Gerry Lawson
who I have met from time to time over the period 1964 to now. Stuart Krichauff ’s name also
appears in my log book.

I started out playing with cars, then it was cars and aircraft, then it was cars and hot air
balloons, and then it was cars on their own. I am planning on staying with cars and as a result of
that decision I will let my membership of the Airtourer Association lapse but I do wish the
Airtourer Association and that marvellous aircraft the Airtourer in all its forms well.
Kindest Regards

Gordon Cowley.

Co-Op News
Type Certificate. The shareholders resolved at the last AGM to commence legal action to
enforce the provisions of the sale agreement to Millicer Aircraft Industries. The legal process is
sometimes slow. One of the holdups was to determine the actual status of MAI as companies
under administration may be subject to certain protections. The matter is now proceding and
in the hands of a Barrister.
Share Capital. The NSW Government has approved the change in the Co-Op structure from
share capital to membership. The new rules will be posted on the Association website soon
and applications for membership will be called. Some members offered to leave their share
capital with the Co-Op as a legal fighting fund. However, it first  must be repaid and the Co-
Op will be contacting all shareholders soon regarding repayment.
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For several years a small number of us at
RAF Halton had thought about setting up a
group to own and operate a small aircraft. Our
normal steed is the Grob 109 Vigilant which
we operate as volunteers for the Air Cadets.
We also have the luxury of a flying club on the
airfield operating C152, C182 and a DH
Chipmunk at cheap rates for service person-
nel.

After much discussion about group size,
aircraft type and initial investment, we origi-
nally formed as Halton Taildraggers, looking

G-ATEX  Victa Airtourer 100 serial 110
Mark Hillier

to purchase a Luscombe Silvaire, Cub or
Auster. We set out with 5 members each in-
vesting £4,000 which we felt would be ad-
equate to secure our potential pride and joy.
After much sniffing about we went to see sev-
eral Luscombes all in the right price range and
some very immaculate aircraft. Our engineer,
Alan Smart talked to a colleague of his who
owned a Luscombe to check on any engineer-
ing problems that we might have. He men-
tioned that they all seem to be suffering severe
corrosion in the wings. Sure enough after closer

G-ATEX in for annual, November 2001, Rochester.
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Cover Photo: Andy Morris, Stan Tilley and Tony Matthews bouncing around in the heat over
Parkes. Photo courtesy of John Sheehan.

Letters to the Editor

Dear John

My name is William; I am a member of the Association and the owner of MUZ. I am
exploring the possibility of having an autopilot developed for Victa aircraft. My understanding
is that this has never been done so the concept will have to be developed and the appropriate
approvals will subsequently have to be obtained. I have spoken to Alan Wood and he is inter-
ested in the idea as well.

Unfortunately for any one individual to develop an autopilot for the Victa may be pro-
hibitively expensive but if there are a number of us keen on the idea then we can all contribute
to the cost and we will all ultimately benefit.

I would like to invite any members of the Association who are interested in contributing
to a fund to undertake the development to contact me. I am not asking for money only a show
of interest. Hopefully there are many out there who like the idea of an autopilot.

My contact details are: Tel (02) 42840319
e-mail: wlgf000@netspace.net.au

Best Regards
William Fuller

To The Airtourer Association-particularly Alan Wood

I want to thank you so much for helping me with my new fuel bladder. Thanks to you my
plane (DAM) is flying beautifully again and I will certainly see you all at Dubbo.

Sincerely
Elaine Sage
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inspection, all that we looked at were rotten to
a degree and would need large sums of money
spent. We were pushed away from Austers due
to spares availability and engine costs and a
cub was in the end out of our reach. We looked
at Jodels but again decided that it might not
be rugged enough for our needs.

Then in August\ September 2001 I no-
ticed an advert for a Victa Airtourer in Pilot
magazine. It looked nice, low wing, good vis-
ibility and within budget at £16000 with new
annual inspection. Simon Fage, one of our
group members informed me that his grand-
father had owned a share in and flown
airtourers and that he had loved it albeit slightly
underpowered, (these aircraft were G-AZHT
+ G-AYLA, Denham 1970’s).

I spoke to one of the current owners on
the phone to discuss the aircraft based at
Rochester in Kent. It sounded that it fitted the
bill in terms of cost, fuel consumption etc. and
although it was not a tail dragger we all felt it
was worth looking at.

The aircraft was test flown by one of the
other group members who had found it very
nice albeit that the take off run was “quite long”
which was a concern for us as RAF Halton is
grass with our shortest run being 860m. He
explained to the rest of us that he was very
impressed with the handling, roll rate and vis-
ibility.

A further inspection  was carried out
with myself and our engineer, including a close
look at the engine and airframe books. At the
time we noted that the books only went back
as far as 1978. We could find no evidence of
major work outstanding and the paint scheme
was very good. There were bits of tidying up
to do here and there and evidence of minor
skin corrosion. We agreed that we would pur-
chase the aircraft after the annual inspection.

The day dawned and we arrived at
Rochester to pick up our new toy, but disaster
struck. The weather was great for the ferry flight
back and I was to do some circuits with one of
the current owners. The engineer however had
different ideas and had not notified the group
that the aircraft was not actually airworthy as
it needed a second signature on a control rod
re-connection. He informed us that there was
no way he could organise this on a Saturday.
We persevered and managed to sort this out,
then there was a minor discussion about sale
price due to soaring annual costs! However on
first start up she dumped her oil on the pan
from a leaking rocker cover gasket! (engineer
suitably chastised)  I took off for my first flight
in GATEX at 15:00hrs for some circuits and
immediately fell in love with her. The flight
manual had also gone missing and technically
the annual was invalid without it. After much
ringing round to the previous group and with
the help of Michael Dale of the Medway Victa
Group the manual was retrieved from a dark
corner of someone’s attic.

For the next 6 months we all had great
fun getting used to our new aircraft and she
performed well without the engine missing a
beat and nearly always burning 4.5 gallons per
hour. The take off was novel and took some
getting used to, to maximise performance on
our short grass runways but that is another
story.

In 2002 one of our group members ap-
plied to TOTAL for sponsorship to cover the
cost of a re-spray. We were successful in our
bid and decided to look at what engineering
needed to be carried out as we felt that it made
sense to have it done prior to re-spray. The
main one was inspection of the wing\fuselage-
mounting bracket, which was due in 300
hours. As the sponsorship was for 5 years we
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Editor, John O’Halloran Mobile: 0411 968901 (SMS)
P.O. Box 778, FAX: (07) 54425180
Tewantin QLD 4565 Phone: (07) 54476604

Email John_OH@Bigpond.com

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter should be submitted direct to John O’Halloran at
the contacts listed above. Please enclose payment for any advertisement. The next Newsletter
will be published in November 2003. Contributions and or advertisements are to be with
JOH by 15 October 2003.

Small advertisement (3 to 4 lines) $10.00

Large advertisement $20.00

Cheque to be made payable to the Airtourer Association. Post with copy direct to
the publisher.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.

Editorial
My apologies everyone, this Newsletter is almost a month overdue. This is the one

issue that I thought I would have ample time to complete since my employer cancelled
almost half of our flights because of the SARS virus. Instead of an easy July I found a very
full roster as many passengers returned enjoying  cheap tickets. Many thanks to Stu Hilsberg
who is helping me to the finalise this Newsletter.

Most membership renewals have now been received and it’s always great to read the
little comments and notes that accompany them. Each year some members drift away
from aviation and elect not to renew. We thank them for their support over the years and
wish them well in their future endeavours. I have included one such letter from Gordon
Crowley. For those who may have overlooked the renewal a reminder is included with
this Newsletter. The finalised membership booklet will be included with the November
Newsletter.

Congratulations to Andy Morris who has passed his LAME exams with flying
colours.

The Association was saddened to learn of the fatal accident involving MVP, the
180HP Airtourer. Neither the solo pilot nor the owner were members of the Association.

Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran

Airtourer Association Newsletter August 2003

Page 15

did not think it was a good idea to leave this
inspection as we were doing about 100 hours
a year.

We contacted Ralph Vincent at RGV
aviation, who has had a long association with
the airtourer to get his advice (Ralph has also
done a few hours in GATEX when she was
fitted with a 130hp engine as well as Neville
Duke who has done over 30 hours of test fly-
ing in GATEX in 1969/1970) Ralph thought
that it might take 1-2 weeks to sort out and
lift the airframe from the wings. We positioned
the aircraft to Gloucester in May 2002. She is
still there as I write this article!!

So what went wrong? Well the brackets
did have corrosion and there was also some
corrosion in a main spar splice which needed
replacing. It took a long time to get the correct
drawings for the part and it was decided in the
end that the brackets should be made in the
UK. Ralph approached a manufacturer only
to be told that the metal grade was not cor-
rect. Ralph spent many hours trying to source
the correct grade of metal and dealing with the
CAA to get approval for the bracket. The same
problem arose with the splice within the wing.
Months and months would pass with no im-
provement in the situation. In the end the
brackets were manufactured and approved at
a cost.

As we were approaching the annual start
date we also decided to ask Ralph to carry this
out as it made sense while she was on the
ground. There have been many other minor
items of work that needed to be sorted out but
none as bad as the bracket and splice. We

thought we were nearly there but more to
come. In February 2003 RGV contacted us to
say that the fuel tank had perished. We ordered
without delay from Australia and the Tank was
dispatched on the 19th March, arriving in the
UK on the 2nd April 2003. The tank is due to
be fitted next week and hopefully she will take
to the air again in April.

Much  Mickey taking has been directed
at us at our home base with regards to our
“grounded tourer”. We can see the light at the
end of the tunnel now and I think as a new
group we were slightly naïve about the costs
involved and the fact that with any old aircraft
you buy there are possibly many nasty surprises
within, which will cost a large sum of money
and take a good length of time. I’m sure that
most of you already have severely dented wal-
lets and a few more grey hairs over your pride
and joy.

What could be done to improve the situ-
ation?

Well I think in the UK we need to liaise
closer with other groups and our group is in-
tent on arranging a fly in to discuss engineer-
ing tactics and lay some plans.   Through ini-
tial discussions with our Airtourer Chairman,
Chris Scholfield and Ralph at RGV it is im-
perative that we look at sourcing metal etc for
any future problems and discuss maybe keep-
ing stocks of perishable\ lifed parts and copies
of drawings for the most common problems,
similar to what has been done with De
Havilland Moths etc in the UK.

Most of all I just can’t wait to get the
aircraft back so I can catch up with what I
missed out on last summer!

AOPA Membership. Just a reminder that the Association is a member of AOPA which
entitles you to a discount on your AOPA membership.
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THE SHERIFF OF
LOCKINGTON
INTERROGATES......
Ian and Doreen Lumsden

(Interrogated on bus taking ‘criminals’ to Beechworth
‘jail’).

1. In which part of England do you live?   Cleadon, in the
county of Tyne and Wear, between Sunderland & Newcas-
tle.
2. Your occupation?  Garage owner which incorporates sales of fuel and second-hand vehicles
of all types.
3. How long have you been a Pilot?   3 years, and Doreen is a good passenger.
4. How old were you when you got your Pilot’s licence?   40.
5. How did the interest in flying begin?   Doreen bought me a trial lesson in a Cessna 172.
Within a week I began training and the bank balance rapidly went down.
6. Have you owned an aircraft?    In December 2001 I bought a share in the AT115 G-AZOE.
7. What other interests do you have?   (Ian) I have a Ducati ST2 motorbike which I ride now
and again, because flying took over.
 (Doreen) I make cakes for family and friends for special occasions.
(Sheriff: Golly Jane we should have got Doreen to make our 25th anniversary cake!)
8. Do you have any children?   A son aged 21, and a daugther aged 17.
9. What, or who, made you decided to come to
Wangaratta to the 25th AGM?   Barry and
John asked us to come along.
10. How long are in Australia for?   Only 2½
weeks, but we definitely will come back.
11. What parts of Australia are you seeing?
Sydney, Katoomba, Melbourne and
Wangaratta.
12. What are you impressions of Australia after
this brief visit?   Absolutely brilliant.

Well that is an encouraging ending.  We
Aussies think we live in an “absolutely
brilliant” country, and we’re absolutely
thrilled you made the effort to come out and
join us on this special occasion.  Thank you
so very much..........”The Sheriff ”.


