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Editorial

I have restrained this issue to 12 pages after the extravagance of Issue 100. Thanks
to the supposedly anonymous author who has contributed a tale on painting his aircraft
and to Mark Poole who ran into some unexpected problems rebuilding LVU.

The new Constitution has been accepted by the NSW Dept. of Fair Trading and is
now officially the governing rules of the Association.

CASA require all aircraft to conform to the new Flight Manual requirements by
August this year. Stu Hilsberg and the Co-Operative are working on the matter and will
hold a workshop on Flight Manuals at the AGM at Port Macquarie in May.

This issue is too early to provide details of the AGM so an additional mail out will
be sent in March. Till then...

Safe Airtouring,
John O Halloran

Cover Photo: Mick Poole s restored VH-LVU, (see article on page 8), formating on Mark
Pracy s VH-LVV over Lake Glenbawn near Scone.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of
the Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.
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Step 2.

Find highly skilled worker to help. In
this case one with 25 years working with Vic-
torian Railways with an IQ to match. But he
was cheap.

One must either rub the aircraft down,
(difficult), or use paint stripper. Stripper can
cause corrosion etc. as well as cause medical
problems. Hell! let s rub it down, it will only
take three months to remove six coats of paint.

Now we need good conditions. A nice
shed with temperature and humidity control
etc. Fortunately I had a hangar. Unfortunately
at that stage there was no roof, no walls, dirt
floor high winds etc. But for that I accept
full responsibility. However, I did get a good
shark skin finish, which extensive testing on
swim suits has proved to increase speed. I am
not convinced.

Always choose a good quality two pack
paint, polyurethane isa good one, i.e. ANZOL,
PESOTS etc. used by Boeing, McDonnell
Douglas, RAAF, QANTAS and other airlines
in Australia and many others in USA and Eu-
rope. I wasin good company so I chose to go
to a sale in Avalon where I brought a trailer
load of these paints of various colours, only
$70. (It was a small trailer!)

Now can I make an artistic statement.
There was yellow, orange, grey, green, (no not
green again). Black, lots of pillar box red and
silver, and beige and a few other colours. I am
not going to bore you but I saw 2 tins of white.
I have always loved white, brides, vestal vir-
gins and all those overtones .I know you are
following me eh!

So this aircraft will be white, cool look,
good nice trimming colours to go with white.
Good ! Great! Elation!

Said railway worker with high IQ started
to rub down the aircraft. After much time had

passed it was decided enough is enough,
paint the flipping thing.

The reason the aircraft had been painted
green was it lived in Darwin so you could see
itagainst the brown of the ground and the blue
of the sky. It sounds good anyhow. Eh!

Actually eh! Is a Queensland word used
to place emphasise on what you have just said
and has a certain element of excitement in it.
Eh! has real meaning when you use it on the
end of a sentence.

Northerners can understand this eh!

But I digress.

OK, aircraft rubbed down masked up,
undercoated and tins of white paint lids taken
up and stirred. Then up comes the beautiful
colour and lustre of would you
believe GREY!!! Oh well, grey is a nice col-
our. I once owned several Austin A90 Aclantic
sports cars, one of them was grey. I loved that
car, electric door window winders and electric
folding hood in 1950. Of course grey goes well
with yellow and black and I had all of these
colours, and having spenta fortune to purchase
paints ($70) I could not waste them and
paying all that money to ex Victorian railway
worker.

So the flying lettuce is now the old grey
mare, because she ain t what she used to be.
Eh!

Total cost could have been as high as
$500. I hear you saying it looks like it, but let
me remind you that every trip where I have
been with Airtourers I have always managed
to get there, mostly. Last time with my beloved
navigator Gordon. Remember, Laura,
Cooktown, ..thanks John I remember what
prompted me to write this article,

1 - To show people I care for what other
people think and show I like to comply with
them and make them happy. Nobody seemed
to like green, including me.

Page 4



¢ 9a%eg

*suonnadwod SEqoIoE

pue Sues Jre dedrpuey ur XTXY U9l SEY uyo[ “aouewiojad [[ng 01 3[dkq ST MOU 3Ys PUE ‘pJIing
-51 surdus ue pey 1snf os[e sey Aei-x EIpU] NYspIojISH ‘Uoidury jo pooxy uyof £q paumo
ST 12MoMTY Y I, "N19 ‘sounby jo pAor Ajjem 4q awr 01 3uss XTX -9 jo 010yd €t mopag
"s19ped 21 woly Aeme saapsway suoure Juidy paxe[a1 Jo 11q € 2By P[NOd
Ao ye os ooty oy paseyoind Aoy 1, "prepuess ojos 01 dn s1ap1jd1010W qOIr) A]j 01 WA
3o swos uren osfe pue s1ySiy oudLRdxX3 1k ‘STEIL (7 2@ €T USAMIDQ PaSE [[B $19PED) T 213
£oT3 USYM SPUSY39M TE_ST 9]0 UTEW JI9Y [ “UOPUOT JO ISIM LIOU SI[TWI U3 In0qe, puejdug
JO 15uI0D ISEY YINOG Y1 UT ST YOIyM d1rysurey3unjong ul UOI[E}] IE UONEIS, Ty Y} Woly
SPUSY29M 1E A]J OM SISTAI2SDI 3010,] 1Ty [BAOY,[[e 978 Aot SE pa[ed os st dnoid 3y, "0TT N/S

00T BSTXALY "XA.LV-D JO SI0UMO MU 313 ‘dNoIs) BIDIA UOI[EL] Y3 WOIJ PIEAY A 34\
jjosmoo jo * Suiddoys sem ang pue 3s1M0d & Jurpuane sem 3no(J “Wep

-1a1sury 01 Aem I1971 UO S[ISEOMIN] IE dnoiny /(09 a1 Pa1IsIA AT\ ING PUE 101G 3noq

SMON )N

19219 SUOTIESIAAU0D AU 01Ut 193

1 UOp MOU [ "}0BqE Uel 1] B SEM I} 012
1JEIDITE UE SEA J1 J1 93§ 01 JWOD JO 0NNJ] oY
U0 1USWWOD 10U PIP JUO JUIOS JI [ENSNUN SEM
11 pue 9on219] SUIA]J 9Y3 JO JSUMO Y1 SEM T WY
PJo2 [ uSY [, * AUBWI 10U “PIES 9} {3JeIONE STY
anoqe wiy pasjse pue wry 03 dn suwred 9jdoad

. Auew moy wiry payse | Yeidire £[9A0] OpIs

-0 ()] BUSSID) dY1 Pres 9 'SUMO 3y 1Je1d
-11e Jeym wiy payse pue deyd ayp payoeord
-de [ ¢eussan) pano[od 213 2[qLIIA1 1EYL
sumo oy “ofid 1otppoue Junyse deyp e preay
I ‘reSuey sy ut Surpuels uoisedd0 suo uo 1od
-I1e [[ITJUEBMS 1B SEM | ‘aldumxa ‘Iom se 3qu1
-3WI0S 1S0] 2ABY [ IPISUMOP Y1 UQ — ¢

€00C ATenIqa{

JQ}]QISMQN UOMIBIOSSY/ J91N01ITy



Airtourer Association Newsletter

February 2002

Castlemain Calls
Stan Tilley

Every year is busier than the last. OK!
Maybe we did buy into a new business and
maybe we do try to do too much but some
thingsare top of the list . The 2001 Victorian
end of year flyin was one. No early starts
though. It was to be Saturday and Sunday night
only and even then time was short.

Also interfering with an early start was
a necessary repair to the aeroplane, which had
been unserviceable for a few days, plus the need
to complete the annual IFR test. In the test I
was made to work VERY hard. Nearly wo
hours of flying with three different letdowns,
plus a thirty minute oral exam.

Saturday weather was not nice. Strong
headwinds were forecast with lots of cloud and
a freezing level of 6000ft, 300 ft below the low-
est safe. Perhaps we could quickly climb to our
cruising altitude of 8000 and perhaps the winds
would be less. They were not. As we passed
6000 we were covered in ice. I had made a
stupid decision to even attempt it. We were
mostly clear of cloud at 8000 but the winds
were now even stronger, not 30 knots but 40
knots on the nose. We asked for a diversion
and change of plan and eventually, when traf-
fic permitted, headed to the East, found a hole,

changed to VFR and bounced and bumped
our way below cloud to Devonport. Stoking
up with all the fuel we could carry, (BP had
NO avgas in the South of the island) we again
went IFR, but this time with a lowest safe of
only 2900 across the strait, things were not as
slow and much more comfortable. With the
need to refuel the trip had taken five hours not
the usual three and a half.

Kyneton was fine and we were just in
time to enjoy the last of the lunchtime barbeque
before all aircraft headed to Guilford, a private
strip close to Castlemaine. It is always great to
meet up with everyone.

Castlemaine immediately impressed. It
has a wonderful selection of mid to late 19*
century buildings as a reminder of its prosper-
ous gold mining era. After a short visit to the
Art Gallery, we booked into our magnificent
B&B then took a town walk before joining
everyone for dinner. The sounds of an organ
led us to a beautiful sandstone church, the
Anglican Christ Church. We dropped in to
find the choir practising for a carol service later
that evening. Although supposed only to be a

scratch choir assembled for the moment, they
were wonderful. What a bonus. As usual the
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The Saga of Serial No: 65 or is that S/N 12 ??

Mick Poole

In January of 2001 I read an ad in the
Av trader for an Airtourer for sale in Lismore
that required some work but was reasonably
priced for the hours left to run. A phone call
to Neville Bienke Jnr, informed me that VH-
JVY already had some interested parties com-
ing to look at the aircraft. I left my phone
number and asked for a return call if the sale
did not eventuate. After several weeks I as-
sumed that the aircraft had been sold and con-
_ tinued my search for a suitable aircraft.
Several months later whilst on another
flying trip in a friend s Cessna 185, I made an
unscheduled stop at Lismore to refuel after en-
countering strong head winds. Whilst refuel-
ling T noticed an Airtourer sitting outside a
hangar about 300 yards away and wondered if
it could be the same one that I had enquired
about earlier in the year. I went over to have a
quick look before continuing on my trip and
sure enough, VH-JVY. A quick look over the
aircraft and yes, it did need some TLC.

Upon returning to Scone several days
later I went in search of the original Av trader
that I seen the ad in. Fortunately I still had it
and made another phone call to enquire again
about the aircraft. Neville informed me that
the original sale had fallen through and that
he had not called because he had lost my
number. A week or so later and another trip
back to Lismore with tools in hand for a closer
look. Borrowing a friend s 182, Mark Pracy
(owner of T6-24 VH-LVV), and I flew up to
Lismore and gave JVY the once over, (working
as an Aircraft Maintenance engineer, I had a
fair idea what I was looking for). Several hours
later, deposit paid, and a list of parts required
to fly her home, Mark and I returned to Scone.

Several weeks later, tools, parts, and pa-
perwork in hand, Mark and I returned to
Lismore to make JVY airworthy for the trip
home to Scone. After a full day s work check-
ing the essential items I fired her up and test

Arrival at Scone having just purchased VH-JVY.
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and could not locate the original darta plate.!!
It was not where it was supposed to be, unfor-
tunately it was not one of the things that I had
looked for in my original or subsequent in-
spections of the aircraft. No dara plate yet the
aircraft had been flying around for 12 years
since rebuild as S/N 65.

So began the search for what had hap-
pened and how there now appeared to be two
S/N 65s. The aircraft was rebuilt in 1990 after
being off the register for several years after an
accident. I was able to track down the engi-
neer who carried out the work and signed for
the aircraft but unfortunately he was not able
to shed any light on the subject as to my cur-
rent dilemma. Several more dozen phone calls,
(Alan Wood & Doug Stott forgive me), and
yet I was still no closer to sorting out the prob-
lem. In the mean time I continued to work on
the aeroplane day and night to get it finished
before Xmas. Investigations by Malcolm
McDonald and Aussie Pratt of CASA

Tamworth through the aircraft files, still could
not figure out what had happened.

It was now early December and the air-
craft was nearing completion after hours and
hours of work, I was beginning to wonder if it
wasall worth it. Itappeared that we could not
trace the aircraft and had been unable to find
anything identifying its real identity.

Once again Aussie came down to have
another look at the aircraft. By this stage I was
getting quite frustrated with the whole thing.
As I rubbed my hand over where the data plate
should have been, I felt something. With a
bottle of MEK and some scotch brite Aussie
and I, after rubbing off several layers of paint,
Low and behold . The original Data Plate.
Serial Number 12.? Another quick phone call
to Doug Stott, disturbing him in a meeting,
(sorry again Doug), lead me to look under the
luggage locker floor. Doug had informed me
that the serial number was written on the bot-
tom of the luggage locker floor during initial
assembly of the aircraft. Guess what we
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Airtourer Association Newsletter February 2002

Calendar of Events

AGM 2002
3rd, 4th & 5th May 2002
Port Macquarie
Details to be advised in separate mailout in March

Mout Gambier
16th - 17th March 2002

The Mount Gambier Flying Group is holding a Fly In at Mount Gambier Airport to
demonstrate to the local community the very wide variety of alternatives available to
“the budding aviator. The Fly In will be well publicised in the local press but it will not bq

an airshow. There will be no landing fees. There are a number of accommodation

options and the Group will be able to help.
Contact Airtourer Association member and Group President Chris Hamilton on PH 08
8723 4000, FAX 08 8723 4111, Email chrish@seol.net.au

Welcome

Adrian Pfoeffer from Queanbeyan who has rejoined the Association. Adrian has
been out of aviation for some time. He used to own MOA and did a large part of
his training in it. Welcome back!

Aircraft Movements

Bill King of Frenchs Forrest has had VH-RS] rebuilt and flying again after it was
severely damaged during a landing accident by a first solo student at Hoxton Park in
June last year. Henry s design again contributed to the pilot being uninjured. While
searching for flap skins for RSJ he purchased various parts and wrecks from the Neville
Bienke estate. He is rebuilding S/N 65 with it s original registration MUO and has the
fueslage of MVL in the driveway! See Mick Poole s article on page 8 regarding S/N 65.

Kerry 8 Mike Nolan from Narellan have purchased RQL from Stu Hilsberg.
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