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Editorial
Recently I stated that I would limit Newsletters to 16 pages to reduce the cost. This
" issue is 28 pages and almost made it to 32! However, considering the recent activities and
the willingness of members to contribute I have made an exception. Additionally this
issue will include a centrefold. Not the type to pin on a wall but a group photo that is
large enough to be able to recognise people. It is a little late but that is largely driven by
my roster.

As usual, late September saw the Airtourers gather for the President’s Fly-In. Not
usual was the venue, Redcliffe in Queensland, being much further north than before.
There was some concern that Hugh may have gone a bit too far this time, however any
concern was dispelled by the end of the weekend. While it was natural that some mem-
bers could not venture this far, a number of others were able to attend. Overall a great
weekend with generally good weather and a tight well organized program. It was good to
see GA alive and well at a small airport with an active Aero Club and maintenance facili-
ties on site. As usual there are noise concerns with houses encroaching on the circuit area.

Cover Photo: Formation of Airtourers on the final run-in for a flypast over the Cenotaph at
Redcliffe for the Australian Air League Annual Convention.

Disclaimer

The views expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Publishers, the Airtourer Association or the Airtourer Co-Operative Ltd.
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This Newsletter marks a milestone with issue number 100. I have spoken to some
of the previous editors and put together a short article on the progress of the Newsletter.
In an association such as ours with membership so widely spread the Newsletter is very
important in not only communicating activities but in making all members feel they are
very much part of it. We thank all contributors, in particular the likes of Barry Edmondson
who keeps us up to date with the UK Airtourers.

Jim Crocker raised some relevant concerns in Newsletter 99 about promoting the
Airtourer among the next generation of pilots. While I have received no replies or sugges-
tions to his letter the Committee discussed the concern at Redcliffe. We are looking at
ways to increase the interest in our aeroplanes but we are open to suggestions.

The latest membership list is included with this Newsletter. Although membership
renewals are due mid year I usually wait until this Newsletter to send the booklets out.
This avoids deleting those members who are delayed in returning the renewals. This year
I have also included those members who have not renewed in case this was an oversight
and a gentle reminder from a current member could keep them in the Association. Their
names are marked in the booklet.

Finally, we are all aware of the problems in the world and avaition business at
present. Two of our members, Stu Hilsberg and Mike Fisher are victims of the Ansert
collapse and are out of a job. Our thoughts are with them and we wish them luck in
returning to the workforce.

Safe Airtouring,
John O’Halloran

SUNDAY LUNCH?

How long is it since you have been to one of those fly-ins where all you do is eat, fly and
chat with friends? You know - just a day out. We thought it would be fun to have one and since
the AGM is not until May, March seems like a good time to do it.

We are looking ar the first Sunday in March, somewhere in North East Victoria. Derails
are still being sorted out and will be posted on the web site when available. We hope lunch will
be included, depending on the venue, but it might be BYO picnic.

You will need to book, both for catering and to find out the destination! Write Sunday 3™
Mareh in your diary now and contact Jane or Andy Morris, on 03 9803 2720, or email
vk3kia@ozemail.com.au by 21st February to book in.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Safe Flying

President Hugh Knox would like to thank the Committee and other members of the
Association for their enthusiastic support during the year.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear John,

Please pass on my thanks to the Association for the lovely flowers that arrived
after our weekend get together at Redcliffe. I'm not sure what I did to deserve them but thank
you all.

Love,

Cath Kelly,

H;i John,

Perhaps in this next newsletter you may like to include:

“Bernie Kitchell for the second year running was awarded “Best Clubman” with the Echuca
Aero Club at the Club’s Wings Night on October 13. Although Bernie passed away July 18,
2001 he still well earned the honour. The Club president pointed out that Bernie was known
for leaving notes in the Club rooms pointing out order and decorum, and his presence and
fussiness will be greatly missed. If Bernie was ever in a bad mood he was probably best
avoided, but to snap him out of the mood, one only had to start talking Victa’s (or Jaguar’s)
then you and he were okay. Bernie’s wife, June, accepted the trophy, pointing out his
housekeeping was better at the Aero Club than at home, and his aircraft and Jaguar got
precedence over his wife and daughters.

June, Pam and Chris (Bernie’s daughters), at the Wings night spoke to us thanking the
Airtourer Association for the floral tribute at Bernie’s funeral, a beautiful Blue and Gold
arrangement (the Association’s colours.) They were really thrilled with it.”

Thanks John. Cheers,

Lindsay and Beryl.

Dear John,

I attended a Remembrance Day ceremony at the Cenotaph in Redcliffe and
spoke with the Hon. Ray Hollis the Speaker of the Legislative Assembley in the Queensland
Parliament and the Hon. Dean Wells the Queensland Minister for the Environment. They
both complemented me on the flypast by the Airtourer Association for the Australian Air
League during the President’s Fly-In. Please pass on these compliments to the members who
organised and flew in the formation. It reflects well on the Association when these
compliments come from prominent members in the State Government.

Ian Poyitt
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Newsletter - 100 Issues

John O’Halloran (Editor)

This Newsletter marks the 100® issue

so I went searching through the archives for

earlier editions. The first one was written in
early 1978 by Doug Stott in his role as secre-
tary. It was two double sided foolscap pages
and reported on the first convention at Griffith
as well as other matters.

Issue No. 2 was published by Alex Hood,
who had his Mum do the typing, and printed
at the Latrobe Valley Aero Club. Alex intro-
duced the format that was familiar for many
years with the front cover featuring a drawing
of a 115 in flight. This cover was to remain
until issue No. 66 when Gerry Lawson’s draw-
ing appeared which included a pilot, believed
to be Beryl Marshall complete with aeroplane
earring! The change prompted the following
complaint from the then Editor John Plummer,
“Darn you Gerry! I used to be able to get a
Newsletter in an envelope by folding it along
the outside of the left aileron — now wha?”

When Alex was unable to continue as
publisher the task fell back to Doug Stott who
was still Secretary. Doug was working in Dar-
win at the time which generated some logistical
problems and John Treble took over in the in-
terim. Seven years and over 30 issues later his
interim period finished when John Plummer
in a moment of weakness said he'd take it on
for two years.

John'’s two years stretched into five. Dur-
ing this time printing costs started to rise and
in an effort to economise the format was
changed to the now familiar A5 size. This led
to some good natured digs from the likes of
Hector Blemings about needing a magnifying
glass. John managed to find a pair of glasses

about 100mm in diameter and duly presented
them to Hector.

In 1995 I returned from Hong Kong and
having an interest in computers I suggested to
John that it might be easier to use a desktop
publisher program rather than a typewriter, cut
and paste. John was very open minded and
suggested I show him how it was done.....he
had found a way out of the job!

The old typing, cut and paste was time
consuming and the typing usually fell to the
ladies, Doreen Treble and Leonie Plummer.
These days many contributions are submitted
electronically however, I still rely on Jan’s school
teacher skills to proof read, especially anything
I write.

Over the years there have been a wide
range of articles and contributors but one per-
son stands out as the most regular, Stan Tilley.
Not only does Stan fly his Airtourer more than
most of us, he also writes about his many in-
teresting journeys. Another of the characters
of the Association who has contributed regu-
larly is Bill Miller. I still have three of Bill's -
articles awaiting publication. (I haven’ forgot-
ten them Bill') More recently we've seen regu-
lar updates on Airtouring in the UK from Barry
Edmondson. And then there’s the Sheriff! Ber-
yl's often light hearted interviews provide a
great way to get to know the members.

My thanks to all contributors especially
those who in a moment of weakness agree to
write a report on our activities. The Newslet-
ter is very important for an Association whose
membership is as spread out as ours. However,
as editor I need your contributions to ensure
the continued success of the Newsletter.
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Committee News

John O’Halloran (Secretary)

A committee meeting was held at
Redcliffe. The following were some of the items
dicussed.

Association Banner. The old cloth ban-
ner is showing it’s age and we are looking into
replacing it.

Trohpies. Many will remember the old
style trophies with a brass model of an Airtourer
as the focal point. Folklore has it that the model
was from Sonny Rankin’s ashtray! The mould
for the model was with a foundry that has now
gone out of business and the Committee is
investigating having a new mold and more
models made.

Airworthiness. Stu Hilsberg had been
the Association’s Airworthiness Representative
for many years. Stu has stood down from the
Committee. I questioned the requirement for
an Airworthiness Representative in the light
of the CASA requirement that the Type Cer-
tificate holder be responsible for ongoing air-
worthiness. In this case the Co-Op holds the
TCs for the Australian manufactured aircraft
and given the close relationship between the
Association and the Co-Op it was agreed that
the position of Airworthiness Representative
was not required.

Flight Manuals. A number of members
had expressed concern about what the Asso-
ciation was doing to meet the CASA require-
ment to change the Flight Manual by August
2002. In particular it was suggested that the
Association be prepared to write to CASA to
request an extension if a Master AFM has not
been produced in sufficient time. It was felt
that the primary responsibility for this lay with

the Co-Op but the Association was an “inter-
ested party” and would write to the Co-Op
stressing the concerns of members who owned
Airtourers. I was able to report that Stu
Hilsberg was still very active in working on the
Flight Manual issue in his role as a Director of
the Co-Op.

Promoting the Airtourer. Jim Crocker
raised a valid concern in a recent letter to the
editor regarding promoting the Airtourer, in
particular to the newer generation of pilots.
Some other type associations have proficiency
programs and a presentation about the Mooney
program was made at Mildura. Such a pro-
gram would be a large undertaking and in the
shorter term Newsletter articles about recom-
mended techniques and how to get the best
from the Airtourer would be more appropri-
ate. Also the Association activities needs to be
more publicized through avenues such as
AQOPA.

Next AGM. The next AGM will be held
at Port Macquarie. Since weather can be a prob-
lem for the east coast the date will be a little
later than usual being the first weekend in May.
More details in the next Newsletter.

Page 6



Airtourer Association Newsletter Novmember 2001

Minutes of the Special General Meeting of
the Airtourer Association Inc. held at
Redcliffe Aero Club on 22 September 2001

Present: The Committee and 24 members in person. 132 members represented by
postal vote or proxy vote.

Opening

The President declared the meeting open at 1410.
Special Resolution.

The following Special Resolution was proposed with the Notice of the Special General
Meeting.

Moved Mr. Hugh Knox, seconded Mr. John O’Halloran that the rules governing the
Association be amended from the Model Rules to those attached to this norice.

Background.

When the Association became Incorporated in 1988 it was required under the Associa-
tions Incorporation Act to include certain items in it’s rules or constitution. To help associations
meet the requirements of the law a generic set of rules called the Model Rules was published.
These rules obviously do not include aims and objects specific to our Association and include a
number of provisions not relevant to the Airtourer Association.

At incorporation the Airtourer Association adopted the model rules without amendment.
These replaced the original Constitution and are the current rules governing the Association.
The Committee believes it appropriate to amend these rules for the specific requirements of the
Airtourer Association.

The present rules require that any changes to the rules be made only by a Special Resolu-
tion. A Special Resolution can only be passed by a majority which comprises not less than three
quarters of the members. The nature of our Association makes it impractical to have that many
members at a Meeting either in person or proxy (no member may hold more than 5 proxies).
The NSW Dept. of Fair Trading has therefore approved a postal vote arrangement for this
motion.

Voting.

The Secretary presented the result of the postal vote. There were 159 financial members at
the time of the meeting of whom 118 voted for, 5 abstained and none voted against. Nine
proxies were presented in favour of the motion giving a total of 127 votes for the motion which
exceeded the required 75% by seven votes.

Motion Carried.

There being no other special business the President declared the meeting closed at 1415.
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Kirkbride Airtourer Fly-In

Barry Edmondson

You'll be aware that we had reorganised
our Airtourer Fly-in at Kirkbride, Cumbria for
22nd September having originally had to aban-
don the first actempt through weather. I know
that this coincided with your fly-in down in
Oz. ] hope you had a better result than us..........

We managed two aircraft; the same two
as on June 30th. Our own G-AZOE and G-
AT]C from Cumbernauld. All had looked good
until the morning of the event when sadly, most
of the UK was covered in fog. A real ‘pea-
squper’ in places. Even at Newcastle we had to
delay our departure and then had to scratch
and scrape our way up the Tyne valley.

Kirkbride itself was about the only place
in the country that was decent - as it turned
out the afternoon was glorious, shirt-sleeve
weather in a temperature of 21 degrees!!

Having eaten as much of the food we
provided as we could, John Smithson &I had
started up and were about to call for taxi when
G-AT]C arrived from Cumbernauld.

We awarded TJC the 607 Group Spe-
cial Award - a bottle of very nice and expen-
sive champagne - for having made it down on
both occasions after overcoming technical
problems. In June it was alternator failure, and
in September engine problems that had re-
sulted in the replacement of all four cylinders
(£6000 - ouch!!!). Robert Wyatt & Douglas
Gilmour tell me that they didn’t have the best
of weather on the way down and only ran into
the sunshine about 10 miles north of
Kirkbride. They also tucked in to the grub on
offer.

After discussion with John Plaskett we
decided not to award the other prizes and we'll
keep these for the next occasion, so the
concours trophy and timed arrival prize will
have to wait.

As ever the White Heather Hotel did us
proud. We had two large platters of sandwiches
of all kinds, another platter of sausage rolls and
‘bites’, a platter of chicken legs (believe me,
they make the chickens big over there), and a
platter of various savoury snacks. This was to
be our treat to the guys from ‘down South’ for
travelling all the way up North. I suspect that
the locals from Lorton Aero Club wouldn’t
have eaten much for tea!

The frustrating part of it all was that so
many of the UK guys had been in touch to say
they'd either attempt to make it, or contacted
me to say they couldn’t. In addition, afterwards,
many members have been in touch to see how
it went and to apologise for being unable to
make it. Overall the support indicated on this
occasion was the best ever.

It was suggested that maybe later this
year, or early next, we try organising a get-to-
gether at short notice. There are some extremely
good, clear and stable days during the winter
that are excellent for flying. The idea is that if
we see a forecast that would suggest one of these
in the winter months, we ring round on (say)
a Thursday and have an impromptu fly-in. The
White Heather could offer hot soup, so it
maybe that next time it'll be a good old North-
ern Bread and Broth fly-in!
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PRESIDENT’S FLY-IN -

Redcliffe, Qld.

by Bill Pennell

“D-DAY”, Friday 21+ September 2001,
and the well-oiled “Queensland Machine”
swings into action to welcome members for
the President’s Fly-in at Redcliffe. (Some of
them had been pre-lubricated the evening be-
fore!!.)

The Friday arrivals gathered at 7.00 p.m.
for a dinner at Sams Seafood Restaurant at
Surton’s Beach, where they were greeted by
Councillor and Association member, Ian
Poyitt, and the Proprietor of the Restaurant,
Nicko Moutsaros, who graciously set the mood
by donating two bottles of wine to each table.
Not to be outdone, the members responded
by donating a couple of more bottles to them-
selves. A convivial evening following with the
consumption of prodigious quantities of the
local harvest of the sea and the usual “talking
in tongues”. Later in the night Patrick Kelly

was heard describing a reputed cure for bald-
ness in the human male. Ron replied that he
had experimented with this method extensively
during his youth but that the results had not
proved to be of long duration!!. The weari-
ness of long distance travel soon overcame the
gathering so a speedy return was made to the
Waltzing Matilda Motel which we had taken
over for the event.

Saturday morning involved some lo-
cal sightseeing, and this was followed by a lunch
time trip on the good ship “Venus”, which saw
us heading into a 20 knot south-easter with 1
metre swells in Moreton Bay. There were no
instances of “mal de mer” noted, which proves
a theory known to all old salts — that a full
stomach will not get seasick. However, some
pilots displayed momentary instability in the
roll axis (no doubt to faulty gyros!) We were
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Above: Phil Reiss who flew his Twin
Commanche from Sydney.
Previous Page: Ken and Jean Bell.

entertained by the antics of the Purser, and
some colonial mouth organ music provided by
“Medicine Mick”. Many people were heard
using the adjective “marvelous!!” upon our re-
turn to the wharf.

The “Wayward Bus” (donated free of
charge to us by Mal and Majory Shipton of
G.0O.A.N.A. Tours Air Safaris) then trans-
ported members to Redcliffe Aero Club for the
Constitution change meeting. Four aircraft
then departed in formation for a fly-past at
Redcliffe Cenotaph for the Australian Air
League which was holding it’s annual Queens-
land Convention at Redcliffe. The timing for
the fly-past was perfectly co-ordinated, and well
received by the audience. The Association was
subsequently thanked and complimented by
the Mayor of Redcliffe in person.

Saturday evening we bused to the
Boat Club for dinner on the verandah over-
looking the Marina. The weather was fine and
mild; however, the ladies were observed doing

a rain dance later in the evening. This was
indeed successful as Sunday started with a
downpour at 0430, which necessitated our
urgent negotiation with the weather provider.
Fortunately, we were granted a deferment so
that John'’s excellent navigation trial was able
to go ahead in watery sunshine at 0900. Four
aircraft duly departed on a devious scenic route
of 100 nm, and all returned within seconds of
their planned time (strange that?)

The Winner was that daring combi-
nation of Stan Tilley and Bob Peak, followed
by John O’Halloran and Hector Blemings,
Hugh Knox and Ron Stiebel and Lindsay and
Beryl Marshall. Lindsay and Beryl were
awarded a special prize for AIRMANSHIP
since they cut a corner due to losing VMC.

The rest of the day was taken up by a
bus trip with picnic lunch at Beerburrum, fol-
lowed by a visit to Australia Zoo where we were

Ray Abernethy trying to look serious
on Saturday night
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able to watch the feeding of a couple of twelve
foot crocodiles by Steve the Crocodile Man.
Afternoon tea ?? was a quick visit to the
Ettamogah Pub followed by a climb to the
lookout at Mt. Beerburrum to inspect the
Glasshouse Mountains and views.

The party returned to the Redcliffe
Aero Club where a barbeque dinner was
cooked by Pat Kelly with delicious trimmings
prepared by Cath Kelly and Leonie Plummer.
The Mayor of Redcliffe attended this func-
tion and welcomed us and thanked us for com-
ing to Redcliffe. He said he had not observed
a group of people who seemed to have such a
depth of friendship within the group. Pres-
entation of the prizes for the Nav Trial fol-
lowed, and the evening concluded with a vote
of thanks to the Aero Club who were presented
with a Plaque by our President in memory of

Above: Lars Larson trying to laugh off being reminded by a serious Secretary that he
was not a finacnial member. (He was by the end of the weekend!!)

Below: The Ettamogah Pub had obviously heard of this pair prior to the Association’s
visit. (L to R. Alan Wood and Hugh Knox.)
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Above: Doug Stott and Sue White at the Glasshouse Mountains Lookout with one of
. the Glasshouse Mountains in the background.
Below: Three secretaries of the Association. Left to right, Doug Stott, Stan Wright and

the present secretary John O’Halloran. (We did consider using digital photography to
put Barry Gray in the photo as well!!
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this visit. The Queensland members were grati-
fied by the attendance of so many of the core
group from Southern States and we hope you
all enjoyed the weekend.

Monday morning saw the visitors
loath to depart for home; in fact, goodbyes
were delayed by a group of Murrays who actu-
ally simulated mechanical and electrical fail-
ures in order to circumvent our immigration
laws. Prompt attention from our Border pa-
trols soon had them on their way.

Seriously, the Queensland members
hope that all enjoyed the trip to Redcliffe;
please note, we have many other enjoyable ven-
ues standing by!!

ATTENDEES:

Wendy & Hector BLEMINGS RPT
Dot ROSS & Mike FISHER CND
Maureen & Hugh KNOX MWR
Beryl & Lindsay MARSHALL MRF
Liz & Tony MATTHEWS CAR
Jane & Andy MORRIS Fvv

Lefi: President Hugh
Knox presenting a plaque
from the Association
thanking the Redcliffe
Aero Club and the
Redcliffe City Council
for their support.
Recipient is Ian Poyitt
who is an Airtourer
Association and Redcliffe
Aero Club member as
well as a Redcliffe City
Councillor.

Colleen & Jack MURRAY MTP
Jean & Frank MURRAY CKE
John and Kathryn O'HALLORAN COI

Jan & Mitch O'HALLORAN CAR
Pat & Bob PEAK RPT
John PEAK CAR
Judy and Roy RIDDEL ovv
Denise SCRUSE & Ron STIEBEL CVAN
Bonnie & Stan TILLEY MTL
Ken & Jean BELL CAR
Suzie WHITE & Doug STOTT CIM
Phil REISS HPR
Alan & Merle WOOD HPR
Stan WRIGHT CAR
John & Leonie PLUMMER CAR
Lyn & Ian POYITT XPR
Clin ASHTON-MARTIN CAR
Ray ABERNATHY CAR

Amanda CANN & Stuart HILSBERG
CAR

Sibylle REISCH & Des STAGG ~ CAR
Rick AGNEW

Lars LARSEN CAR
Bevan SLATER MRI
Lorraine HOWSON & Bill PENNELL
XVV
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11th Oldtimertreffen
Hanhnweide, Germany

Barry Edmondson

At the end of August, a voicemail mes-
sage had brightened what was otherwise an
ordinary day at work. Bill Beavis was consid-
ering a trip through France but would contact
me later. When he did, Bill explained that he
actually had in his mind a trip to the 11*
Oldtimer Fly-in at Hahnweide, near Stuttgart
in Germany, and did I fancy going. I fancied it
alright, but I didn’t have the required amount
of holiday remaining.

" After initially having to disappointingly
admit defeat, I was overjoyed when my man-
ager told me to go and do it, knowing my love
of flying. The Oldtimertreffen is a gathering
of classic and vintage flying machines largely
from Germany, France and Switzerland, that
takes place yearly on the edge of the Black For-
est. From our observations it appears to have
something of a cult following.

So, on a bright and warm September
morning we were loading our bags and per-
forming the pre-flight check in the knowledge
that ZOE was fresh from her annual inspec-
tion.

We departed Newcastle for Southend,
at 240nm the longest leg of our journey, and
headed south making full use of the UK lower
airspace radar service. Cruising smoothly at
3,500 ft, this was the height we maintained
until we passed Cambridge where we de-
scended to 1500 ft to remain clear of Stansted’s
traffic and at which we continued until our
approach into Southend.

The landing at Southend was unevent-

ful, though the weather had deteriorated
slightly. We refuelled with the minimum of fuss
and grabbed a spot of lunch while checking
the weather, prior to clearing customs and fil-
ing our flight-plan for the next leg to Calais.
Southend’s facilities were clean and present-
able and their procedures uncomplicated; the
staff being most helpful. The landing fee of
£16.45p was to be the most expensive of the
whole trip.

Bill had indicated his wish to fly the
70nm cross channel leg and then the one on-
ward into France.

Two hefty lads, a tank full of fuel and a
couple of bags containing the very minimum
of clothes left absolutely no room for a liferaft,
so with life jackets on, we climbed to 3000 ft
and headed towards the Dover VOR getting
an excellent view of Canterbury Cathedral
along the way.

We coasted out at Dover to cross the
English channel to Calais following the busy
ferry route. Mid-channel, being unable to raise
Lille information, we contacted Calais, who
cleared us to land even though there was a Cap
10 performing aerobatics overhead.

After presenting ourselves for Customs
and having paid a modest landing fee (£5.50p),
we made our way to the Control tower to check
the en-route weather and introduced ourselves
to the very friendly controllers on duty.

Our intended route was to follow the
French-Belgian border via Luxemburg to
Saarbrucken in Germany, but despite a fair five
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ZOE at Baden Baden

day forecast, the weather was poorer than ex-
pected.

We decided to consider other options
and requested a range of TAF’s and METAR's
for airports to the south and east, all of which
were provided without question or fuss. A pic-
ture soon developed that showed it possible to
head in a more southerly direction initially,
before turning east and which would allow us
to progress while remaining clear of the worst
of the weather.

The need to have to refuel at some point
and the onset of darkness combined to give us
a destination of Prunay, a GA field on the
southern edge of the city of Reims and home
of Reims-Cessna. Having filed our flight-plan
we were off to our first overnight stop, 140nm
away.

Our UK half-million maps were replaced
with the French version which I can only de-
scribe as being in ‘glorious technicolour’ and
that I found cluttered, difficult to read, and
which took me time to adjust to.

The Jeppesen GPS Maps that we were
to use later during the trip were much easier
on the eye.

ZOE is fitted with a Bendix-King
Skymap and I also carried my Garmin GPS90.

I find the central control column in the
Airtourer allows me to mount the Garmin in a
very prominent position without restricting
vision, instruments or controls. Both of these
units combined to provide a handy cross refer-
ence which made working with the French map
a great deal more reassuring.

Our flight progressed steadily though the
build up of cloud grew darker with every mile
until with 15 miles to run to Prunay, the heav-
ens opened.

Earlier, the controller at Reims - Cham-
pagne had passed a message that fuel was no
longer available at Prunay and which initially
conjured up all sorts of concerns. That was until
we ascertained that the problem was not
whether they had run out of fuel or no longer.
supplied it, but only that the refueller had gone
home for the night and would be back again
tomorrow. No problem!

Having been alerted to our pending ar-
rival by the flight plan, the Prunay controller
waited until we had landed and parked up for
the night before quickly disappearing. After
securing ZOE for the night, wet but happy with
our progress, we made our way to a smart look-
ing hotel at the edge of the airfield. The hotel
was full, but the staff were nevertheless help-
ful in suggesting alternative local accommo-
dation. We secured a couple of rooms in a
Balladins hotel a short taxi ride away. The
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Balladins hotel’s in France are reasonably priced
ataround £27 per night but are clean and com-
fortable, well recommended for occasions such
as this, and can be likened to the Travel Lodge
chain in the UK.

On this occasion, and throughout our
visit, Bill’s fluency in French and German made
life so much easier.

Following breakfast next morning we
met to plan the route for the days flying. Bill
had already managed to get a range of TAF’s
and METAR’S all of which showed favourable
weather. Our greatest concern was with the
many danger areas that abound to the East of

" Paris.

We decided that our route from Prunay
would be to Chalons, Bar-le-Duc, Nancy,
Sarrebourg to enter Germany at Baden-Baden.
A total of 180nm.

Back at Prunay I organised fuel and pre-
flight, while Bill sorted weather, flight plan and
landing/parking fee (£5.35p + parking, £6.25
in total). Apart from the pre-flight, everything
else was completed under the guidance of one
man who was the most jovial and helpful
Frenchman I've met. He was perfectly willing
to assist and advise on all matters as long as we
did not infringe his lunchbreak. Prunay has
the ideal GA set-up.

Departure from the 1100 metre runway
25 requires a turn onto 270 degrees to avoid
the village of Sillery, and once clear we took
up a southerly heading for Chalons.

Between Prunay and Nancy we passed
many cemeteries all with some central large
memorial surrounded by hundreds of white
headstones laid out in regular lines. All that
remains of the fierce fighting that took place
in this area in two world wars.

A few level changes were necessary to
accommodate the various danger areas we had
to cross, but we were fortunate that many were

not active on Fridays.

At Bar-le-Duc we headed east and soon
approached the city of Nancy. We requested a
clearance to pass to the north of the city which
was refused and instead we were given instruc-
tions to remain at 1500 ft QNH and to pass
directly over the city and report overhead the
airfield. As we approached the city boundary
we again called to verify their instruction —
some of the high-rise flats were no more than
a hundred feet below us. Utmost in my mind
was that Nancy is a large and densely popu-
lated city, and if the engine was to fail the only
option that was available to me for several min-
utes would have been to attempt a ditching in
a very narrow canal below.

The weather had again been somewhat
undecided and had generally deteriorated along
the route. Whilst visibilicy was generally good
it was poor in the showers that were steadily
increasing in number, but it wasn’t long be-
fore we passed Sarrabourg, cleared the moun-
tain ridge at Saverne and were passed by Stras-
bourg Information to Baden-Baden.

We descended on track for reporting
point Sierra, while to our left and right the river
Rhine stretched out for miles. Baden-Baden
was a military base until 1993 and is littered
with hardened aircraft shelters. It has a 3000
metre long runway, and proved to be wonder-
fully GA friendly. Simple instructions directed
us to the GA terminal where the follow-me
man was waiting on his bicycle. The better side
of my nature prevented me from seeing how
fast he could pedal!

The GA terminal is clean and modern,
with a lovely little restaurant and first-class fa-
cilities. While Bill was given free use of the tel-
ephone to get the latest weather, I enquired
about landing fee payment. I feared the worst
when [ had to report that ZOE was not a holder
of the ‘silence certificate’ and was then told with
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a shrugand a frown, that the landing fee would
be more expensive.

At £6.27p it would take more than that
to warrant us to either seek a silence certificate
or to have a silencer fitted, and what’s more
there was no need to carry cash, the fee could
be paid by debit or credit card!

We did not get the chance to hear for
ourselves the difference a silencer would make
as none of the other aircraft that had them fit-
ted flew while we were there, but I can say that
of those that I saw, they are not aesthetically
pleasing.

The toss of a coin decided the captain
for the final leg into Hahnweide, but before
departure we required fuel. I taxied to the fuel
pumps where the fuel was provided by Air BP.
Each member of our syndicate is the holder of
an Air BP card initially for ease of refuelling at
Newecastle; not to mention the ease of account-
ing for our treasurer. The product is not nearly
as wide-spread in the UK as we would like,
but quite by chance at each of our stops so far
the fuel provider had been Air BP, thereby ne-
gating the need to carry cash or cheque book.

The installation at Baden-Baden sur-
passed the lot. You park up, swipe your card
through the machine, deliver your own fuel,
can get a receipt if you so desire, and depart.
No waiting, no fuss, no paperwork and with
the Airtourer you only have yourself to blame
if you end up pouring fuel over the wing.

The sting in the tail - the cost. At New-
castle we currently pay around 80p/litre but
here it was almost £1/litre. With the price of
fuel at both Calais & Prunay at 75p/litre there
would appear to be a valid reason to refuel at,
say, Strasbourg next time?

We departed runway 31 turning left on
track for reporting point Romeo. To avoid
Sturrgart’s control zone we were routing the
final 82nm to Hahnweide via the Karlsruhle

and Luburg VOR's. At around 10 miles from
Karlsruhle and for no apparent reason BOTH
GPS’s ceased to function, so it was VOR track-
ing for the remainder of the final leg. A re-
minder to everyone that GPS cannot be to-
tally relied upon and should be used as a cross
reference only!

I prefer to use my Garmin with the aerial
mounted directly on the unit, rather than lit-
ter the cockpit with loose and untidy cables
when locating the aerial on its remote mount.
I have known this to cause masking of the aerial
and for the unit to ‘become temporarily un-
sure of its position’ as a result, but I have never
ever seen the Skymap lose its position. Was the
fact that both died at once due to some form
of jamming?

Is wasn’t long before we became visual
with Hahnweide and received our joining in-
structions. Hahnweide nestles in the moun-
tains east of Stuttgart and is normally used asa
gliding site. The main runway is about 600
metres of grass, though there were 1000 me-
tres made usable on this occasion. The uphill
slope on runway 31 is promulgated at around
1% but looked greater to both of us. There
were already a large number of aircraft assem-
bled, but not too many arrived after us as the
weather closed in. '

As we unloaded ZOE, we watched a
Junkers JU52 land before we were treated to a
microlight flying in formation with five pet
cranes. It was heartening to see the propeller
covered by a guard to prevent early termina-
tion of the display by at least one of the birds.
Elsewhere we noted several Harvard’s, Yaks,
Dornier’s, Zlin’s, a Messerschmitt Bf108, and
a Spitfire MkXIV & Corsair F44 which were
both French visitors. An Antonov AN2 and
the JU52 were both flying passengers on local
trips.

It was disappointing not to be allocated
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a parking slot on the flight line, but as our entry
had been late it was perhaps understandable.
A minibus then collected us and took us to the
control tent for booking in where Bill was pre-
sented with a beautiful carved memento, medal
and program, and both of us given identifica-
tion passes and free food and drink vouchers.

A further minibus was available to us at
any time to shuttle us to or from our accom-
modation, which turned out to be a lovely old
hotel called the Schwarzer Adler in the centre
of Kircheim/Teck. The accommodation was
comfortable and still reasonable at £39 per
night. The food was delightful, and there was
plenty of it.

We chose not to attend the ‘hangar bash’
that evening but to get a good nights rest ready
for the following day.

Sadly the weather the next day spoilt the
whole occasion.

In the morning it was showery with low
cloud and a stiff cross wind, and only a few
aircraft managed to display in difficult condi-
tions, the most notable being two Pilatus PC7’s
of the Apache display team. One aspect of the
event which was notable to both Bill and my-

self was the closeness of the crowd to the air-
craft parking. Aircraft were taxied nose-on and
to within a few feet of the public, wonderful
for photographers but something that I would
never expect would be allowed in the UK.
Despite this, the overall organisation and at-
tention to safety was first class and well po-
liced.

At lunchtime it began to rain steadily
and by mid-afternoon the rain was torrential.
Bill and I spent much of the time visiting the
hangars viewing some unusual and old ma-
chines. One notable French-registered aircraft,
a Segler Fauvel, was the most unusual glider
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have ever seen. The rest of our time was spent
studying maps for alternative routes home and
visiting the control room to check on the lat-
est weather.

It was while doing this that the inevita-
ble happened. We met the crew of one of only
two other British registered aircraft present, a
DH Leopard Moth and a Piper PA-16 Clip-
per who’s owner used to fly Airtourer’s!

The chap concerned had for some years
flown an Airtourer based in Fiji. He reports
that it was serial no. 151 and that he regularly
used to land it on the beach when taking his
wife and two children for a day out!

(An Airtourer 115, Registration(s) ZK-
CMB / VQ-FBD)

Despite a promised window of oppor-
tunity in the weather, and even when it looked
like it was about to clear, the TAF’s & METAR’s
told otherwise. We decided to remain another
night and go for an early departure next day
when the forecast suggested the weather would
be better.
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The following morning we were pre-
flighted and loaded ready to go having departed
the hotel at 0630 UK time. We taxied ZOE to
the flight line and parked up and while Bill
chased the latest en-route weather, I pro-
grammed the GPS’s with the reversal of the
route by which we had arrived, and then joined
Bill for our daily joint ‘briefing’.

When we returned to ZOE she was the
centre of attraction, surrounded by photogra-
phers and the general public, with a Ukrain-
ian guy by the name of Sasha Koslov showing
particular interest.

We eventually departed in an attempt
to get home the same day, Bill taxiing to the
very end of the available runway, though de-
spite the wet grass we were airborne in an im-
pressively short distance.

The return to Baden-Baden was un-
eventful if not turbulent except for a rather
wonderful trade-off.

Having never seen an Airtourer, Stutt-
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gart exchanged a direct passage through their
zone for a fly-by of their tower.

The journey from Baden-Baden to
Prunay became virtually direct, as time after
time we were advised by Air Traffic that the
danger areas were closed and their was noth-
ing to affect us, and much to my relief, we by-
passed Nancy completely. Throughout the trip
and compared to the UK, I was surprised at
the lack of other aircraft in French airspace.

We were keenly aware of the strong
headwinds forecast for the whole of our jour-
ney home and while progress had been slow
but steady with a groundspeed of 60 — 70
knots, it became even more of a problem when
we departed Prunay for Calais. This leg had
taken lhr 56mins on the way down but took
2hrs 35mins on the way back.

I took over from Bill for the flight from
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Prunay to Calais during which Bill suggested
that I may wish to consider Le Touquet due to
runway direction in the very strong wind. I
preferred Calais as it was much quieter and I
considered it may provide a quicker turna-
round, especially as the weather in the south
of the UK was quite good and I feared delays
due to the weekend day trippers, though the
cross-wind was a concern.

Approaching Calais the weather wors-
ened in heavy blustery showers and it became
obvious from the Controllers tone of voice that
he was surprised we wished to make an ap-

‘proach. I was ready to overshoot if necessary,

but ZOE held the centreline superbly and the
landing was executed to the verbal approval of
both Bill and Air traffic, with the wind 70 de-
grees off at 22 gusting 32 knots.

We realised that to continue our jour-
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ney we would be required to complete itin the
dark and also, with the runway direction the
same at Southend as Calais, it may be better to
continue into the UK, as forecasts were giving
reports of a more favourable wind away from
coastal areas. To do this we needed to find an
airport that was open after dark, provided cus-
toms facilities, avgas, and who would accept
us night VFR. We also knew that the strong
crosswind could make the takeoff ‘interesting’
and the strong headwind would make the jour-
ney a long one.

It was while considering this that we
decided that there was too much against usand
that the best option was to overnight in Cal-
ais. What we hadn’t considered was that on
Sunday’s Calais shuts.

We easily found another Balladins ho-
tel, but not even the restaurant in it was open.
Eventually, and after a long walk, we finally
found a restaurant that was open.

The following morning dawned bright
but still windy though not quite as much as
the previous evening. The crosswind take-off
was probably my best ever and our journey to
Southend certainly smoother than the English
channel. The crosswind landing at Southend

was another that required some nifty leg work
and after the usual formalities it was down to
Bill to fly the long return leg to Newcastle, to
complete our 1424nm round trip.

Our total flight time was 18hours
40mins and we had consumed approximately
90 gallons of fuel.

I personally learned a tremendous
amount and even Bill with all his experience
as a Senior Caprain with BA, admitted that to
have attempted the trip alone would have been
extremely hard work. Two people working as a
team in a light aircraft can save a considerable
amount of time on the ground and can half
the workload in the air.

Overall it is all credit to our Engineers,
Andy & Brian Turnbull, that our 29 year old
‘Oldtimer’ Airtourer was totally reliable and a
pleasure to fly on such an enjoyable and inter-
esting journey.

Crossing the English Channel with
Dover ahead. ’
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