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EDTTORIAL

Thanks to all those lovely people who have sent in contributions for without
you there would be no Newsletter,

Forgot to tell you that Paul Cary won the shortest time award at the 0ld Bar
Fly-In with a trip around five minutes from his Tarece base.

In Newsletter 67 Roy Riddel told us about some 'lighter moments in a fighter
squadron', As a sequel it is rumoured that the R.A.AF, 'is now seeking from
R.R. $25,000 (or is it $25 Roy?) plus interest for damage to one Kittyhawk
A29-131, Bring all your spare cash to the AGM to help out a mate and further
a worthy government cause.

Merle Wood provided the group photo herein taken at Old Bar. Hope you can
recognize yourself!

'Best kept secret' department reports that Doug and Sue Stott married in Mildura
on 26th September(?) and honeymooned in Hong Kong thereafter. Congratulations
to them both from all of us. ‘

Till pefst time, safe flying,

&g .

JQEP/Plummer
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3/4 December '94 VIC.TAS FLY-IN to TYABB, VIC Details herein
11/12/13 March '95 A.G.M, SWAN HILL, VIC. Details February '95

Newsletter

WELCOME

On behalf of President Tony Matthews and all members of the association, we
would like to welcome the following new members:—

Barry Edmondson

Ivan Black ) U.K,
John Smithson
Roger Merridew Yarra Glen, Vic,.
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ARCUND AUSTRALTA WITH THE MARSHALLS TN MuRF,

To report on a wonderful 6% week frip around Australia in brief is difficult, but we'll
try.

l4th July we headed for Narrcmine, calling to visit fiu stricken Betty Rankin en route.
I think we cheered her up.

15th aimed to depart NRM l0am and would vou believe if?, a Stuck Exhaust Valve {and
this is only day twol!??}. Great service by Narrcomine Pero Technical Services, and
up and away at 12.30 for Dalby to enjoy a visit with Beryl's sisfer and family.

Staying with friends on a farm west of Moura confirmed farming in Victoria isa't quite
so bad - boy the country is dry! Enjoyed a few days in Mt. Isa with relatives and
did the tourist things.

Across Barkly Tableland to Brunette Downs for fuel @ $1.50 p.l., then to Mataranka
Horestead Resort for a therapeutic swim in Thermal Springs. Landed at Tindal and
paid $18 for taxi into Katherine! Cruised the Gorges there. Flew along the Gorges
and followed the Katherine River, then north to Kakadu flying over some spectacular,
rough country. East into Arnhem Land £o the East Alligator river which we followed
to the coast, then along the ceoast to Darwin.  There we hired a campervan for a week
to see Darwin plus Kakadu and Litchfield Parks. :

. On leaving Darwin they asked us to "make an immediate right turn". Why? Fl1l and

other Fighter Jets were coming and going. We didn't arque! QOur first head wind
en route to Batchelor.

Kununurra would have any farmer elsewhere envious for the water that's there. Ord
River  cruised and flew to El Questro to cruise there aiso. Did the scenic route
over the Bungle Bungles to Fitzroy Crossing and 'Gorged the Geikie'.

A reunion with Barb Stott happened at the Royal Flying Doctor Service' 60th
Anniversary Air Show at Curtin, and who should happen to direct cur parking, after
abocut 6,000m of taxiing, Alex Hood!! He appears when least expectead. '

From Derby we flew part of the Buccaneer Archipelago (to Walcott Inlet) , and direct
to Cape Leveque. Spectacular coastline, but marred, as all the northern sector of
Australia was, by smoke haze from burn offs. Cape Ievegue should only be flown into,

a fabulous spot for a Fly-In!!

Brogme preceded a visit to Telfer - where? A gold Mine direct S of Broone (2]_043 .0's
122713.7'E} in the Great Sandy Desert, inland fram Marble Bar. There we visited ex-
neighbours and loved it., Most interesting. Toured Newman Mine before landing at
Ghost Town, Wittenodm to tour the magnificent Hammersley Range Gorges.

From Dampier/Karratha to Coral Bay to snorkel among beautiful fish and coral, and so
close to shore. We were treated well by the dophins at Monkey Mia or is it Penham?,
or is it Shark Bay in the book?, actually the latter. -A cruise on a §0ft. Catamaran
compared well with sailing with Hugh and Maureen at Sydney ~ fantastic.

Geraldton confirmed a leaking valve, no not the problem at NRM, and we phoned Greg
Rutherford who recommended his Engineer at Northam, so that's where we went and what a
good move that was. On arrival work began on MuRF, and 5.30pm Robyn Stewart, NIM's
Aero Club Secretary, and share owner of Airtourer GBS, came out to meet us and ended
up taking us under her wing for the night, supported by husband, Jeff and son, Paul.
It was reinforced to us on this trip that fliers really lcok after fellow fliers -
friends or strangers. (Thanks Rcbyn, Jeff and Paul).

Next afterncon a slight head wind to Jandakot. Going via Northam was hastle free.
We enjoyed a great 6 days in lovely Perth, and thanks to flying friends a real high-
light was pdformed...we were passengers in a formation flight from Jandakot over to
and circling the City, to Scarborough along the coast to Fremantle. Those who have

visited Perth and been part of a formation flight will share ny excitement, and a big
thank you to John Mulheron (Airtourer MRT) , Stan in Chipmunk, and leader Tom in ¢T4
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TRF for the treat,

That evening an Airtourer Dinner was enjoyed with John and Ji1l Mulheron, Rod & Riki
Drew {(DAD), Chris & Maureefi Chapman (MTK) & Greg Rutherford (MOC). Morning Tea the
next merning at the Mulheron's put the iecing on the cake (fhanks John & Jilly,

Being farmers a visit to Dowerin to the huge Machinery Field Day was very interesting,
we spent the night at Merredin at a most hospitable Motel (even if we thought the

- Indian~Pacific Freighter Train was caning through our rcom at 2.30am)) Our stay
there was very special as Judy Rutherford came into town for an appointrent and gave
us nearly 2 wenderful hours.,

Merredin to Kalgcorlie, where Lindsay's main objective, T'm sure ; was teo check cut the
"gocds" in Hay Street, but not necessarily having me walk beside him AND on the inside
lané! We did a get a couple of "good evenings" (that's allil),

" Once heading east it was hearly non-stop. 20 knot tail winds got us from KG to
Forrest for fiel in 192 mins., then less than 3 hours to Ceduna. What a fascinating

coastline the Bight is.

To Whyalla for fuel was another lovely 20 knot tail wind, and there we met "Mrs Phantom”,
yes she does exist and boy can she pack a Picnic lunch!  Thanks Glen & Merry. Sturges.
Mildura for the night with non-flying friends, then our last day arrived. We could
have been home for lunch but didn't feel like rushing, so telephoned the Gilmour's at

. Ponald and dined with them. Home to dryness, to 3 supermarket bags of mail ; Plus
pericdicals, little money in the Bank, but a renory of a fabulous, safe, worthwhile

trip ~ and we're still talking to each other!

sSome facts and fitures - Tacho hours 81. Over the top time 67% hours,

Ave. speed 98 knots. 6620 n.m. 1551 Lt. Avgas $1352.00. 19.3L per tacho hour.
Dearest Fuel $1.50 BRU, Cheapest 77¢ Jandaket. Tail winds 70%, Head 10%.

Longest single flight 3% hours. Landed at 37 different aerodromes.

Quote from Greg Rutherford; "Beryl's a porfect wife", then after a pause, "to fly in
an Airtourer"!! Incidently, thanks Greg for your input to our visit to Perth, you
certainly made it special,

P.5. A visit by Alan & Merle Wood occured a week later, they tried to catch us so
. took a short cut! (We've got a lot of flying to do to catch up to their hours and
routes) .

TO TRADE ON AIRTOURER 100 OR 115

Genuine New Zealand built Hamilton Jet Boat 16 ft Half Cabin powered by overhauled
308 driving jet unit. New Humminbird fish finder and marine radio all in V.G.C.
Continued drought means no water but clear skies so would like to trade above on
Airtourer. Any condition considered but must be airworthy.

Phone Don on (076) 624177 or Fax on (076) 624969,

S

ot r AS THIS WILL BE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER FOR 1994, OUR PRESIDENT .
# '-’-‘%‘l TONY MATTHEWS WOU‘LD LIKE TO THANK THE COMMITTEE AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THEIR ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT

DURING THE YEAR AND TO WISH YOU AND YOURS A
' MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY NEW YEAR AND SAFE FLYING.
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Jagnar Gold

“Walch it - Leflt sweeper over the crest” --—-- "Nowgo-20 " ----
Hard right - NOW " -~ " Finish line half a 'K go for it "

With those words from my navigator echoing in my ears we flashed
across the final finish line, at over 180 kph in mv 1967 series one E tvpe
Jaguar to complete the [inal Targa stage in the 1994 Targa Tasmania,

Rantastic ! What a ‘dream’ run. Months of preparation and {ive davs of
concentrated driving had rewarded us. .

I had won a Targa Gold plate [or completing all Tarza stages at, better
than myv allecated speeds for three consecuiive years.

[t was a good feeling,

Bob England , mv navigator, was equally jubilant, His [irst vear and
introduction 1o Motor Spocy and he would receive 1 Targa plate to Keep those
gxciting memories alive

Targs Tasmania, 2 2000 klm rally {or sports c 3, around Tasmania, with
around 37 Targa slages which are high speed sprintst of up 1o 50 kims) on
standard sealed roads. which w md their way around the magnificent
Tasmanian countrvside, The roads are closed to all other {raffic and the total
Targa distance equale 435 & l_n 280 cars started with models ranging from a

ar

1920 Hudson super spnris 1o the 1994 4WD Lamborghini Diablo.

A wonderfui opporiunity o drive a sports car of any age in the manner
for which it was designad.

The T is now 27 vears old (and the driver considerably older) and
Targa is not easy on cars

First vear- new brakes, exhaust and cluich.

Second year- new gearboy, clulch again and why- oh -why did I not re-
do the brakes? T have pighimares when I recall the sections where the ftuid
boiled and the pedal flopped 1o the floor. We made all our Targas but there
were some exciting moments.

Third year- a compleie motor 1\,buﬂd The original motor was tired” and
no wonder, Al the iop piston rings broKen, head gasket blown and an
enormous seize mark on number 3 cvlinder. Why the motor stayed together
was a happy mvstery. Cluich again, wheel bearings, a new set of ‘sticky’ tvres.t
with half the tread buffed off), new exhaust and last but certainly not least,
brakes again.

With lots of other commitments including Aeraobatic competitions and
dispiays. it was dilficult 10 gel evervthing ready -then disaster.

A ‘suicidal kangaroo leapt into the front of the Jag on one of the last
‘running in' irips, just a few days belore the start, leaving a massive dent in
that 'ver“y‘ vulnerablie nose. To complete two Targas without denting the car is
quite a feat ftself so there wag "No way” that we would start in that condition,
A panic trip 1o an obliging bodvworks friend saved the day.




As mentioned, Bob was new to motor sport, so it was not surprising that
we had our first argument in the prologue, a ‘belt around the streets of
Gecrzetown to determine the stariing order for each dayv.

The instructions had indicated that we were to go around a certain
island on an intersection and this was confirmed when we checked with an
oificial. However durimg the prologue the inside track was open so the
cenversation weni someatimg like this.

Tt's open I'm going {aside "M0 . We must go tound” But it's open”

By (his time we had missed the turn completely so to frantic cails of
‘Lelt™-"Lelt” I had io drive UNDER the stop tape and regain the course.

% slow prologue time and an early stacting time for each day was the
result, [ was a bit put oul byl changed my mind when there proved to be
guiig seme advaniages. To comments like * You're a wily old stager-
deliberately getiing thal start position” [ just smiled knowingly. -

The new’ motor was superb with heaps more power |, Despite very
narrow and winding roads, 200 « clicks indicated every now and then, The
tyres were fine both wet and dry, Very surprised whean twice overall winner
Greg Crick rang to talk about the tyres as the same brand on his Honda wers
"Diabolical-in the wet”. But the cars and performance were as different as
chalk and cheese” . Greg did get his tyres buffed but it was not enough 1o keep
him on the road thereby missing his chance to win outright for a third time
and also missing oul on his Gold Targa plate.

The only drama we had on the road was passing ather cars. Once on 2
bumpy right hander a small Fiat Arbarth lost controf and’ spun. We missed
him! Another tme a Morgan V8, which was itself wying to overtiake a Porsche,
faied to iat us through. We finished up three abreast on a two lane road very.
rapidly approaching a blind crest with navigator Bob saving “Go - Go it's clear”
{Oh what complete faithl i

Other Jaguars in the fizld had mived fortunes. Bill Kieghan, also in a
series 1 E' went off the road so continued the rallv more sedately, Jac Cousins
inthe ¥V1Z2 B bad mechanical problems as did the lovelv Mark 1V sedan. Rex
Carre.n his IX 140 went orilliandy. Jack Lewis in another 'E won his [irst Targa
plate but his son Aaron still did oot crack’ it in the ¥JS. The two 35 100's (Dom
DiMatiing and John ¥rysont went very well . Dom waon his class and both got
their Targa plates. ' '

Fastest Jaguar was again Jelf Beable in the super quick twin turbo XJ 40.
Jeff zained a very good overall 18th position. Our series one ‘B was the fastest
E and the second fastest Jaguar overall in 65th position and surprise and
elation. we also won our ciass.

Bruce Jessup, our friendly rival of previous Targas, in his immaculate
serfes 2 'E', allowed us to beat him this vear. Bruce finished in 9%th.position
even after driving very carefully as he did not want to jeopardize that Gold.




Out of almost 1900 drivers and navigators who had entered Targa in '92
and ‘93, only 65 had won a Targa plate each yvear so were therefore 'in line'
for a Gold . ‘

Fifty eight of the sixtyfive lined up for Targa No.3 in'94, but only 37 of
us managed (¢ complete the trio” [t was a great honour 1o stand next to
Bruce and his navigator John Brett as we were presented with our Gold Targa
plates.

This was especially so as we represented the onlv two Jaguars (both ‘E’
Tvpesi io appear among the 'Golds', :

A double 'Whammi' for mel Just the month before [ had won Gold by
taking first place in the Aerobatic section of the Australian Light Aircraft
Championships. A different kind of flying.

WHO's WHO at OLD BAR, 3/4/5/ JUNE '94

A.G.M. and CONVENTION SWAN HILL, VIC 11/12/13 March 1995

Attendances at our AGM's in recent times have hovered around the mid 30's
in Airtourer numbers averageing 70 plus people, It is our aim for 1995 to
achieve the magical 40 Airtourers at Swan Hill. There are a number of
Airtourers within easy flying distance to Swan Hill who have yet to share
all the enjoyment we have at these once a year get-togethers.

S0 if you haven't been before or not for a long time jot the dates in your

diary. and help to achieve the magical 40.
John Treble,
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WHAT A WEEKEND AT WHYALLA

The weather leading up to the weekend had us making several plans:

A: via Kyneton to pick up Mike and Dot, B: via Kilmore and Bendigo to meet
them or C: via Kilmore and Mildura. As we drove to Moorabbin, this vital
question remained unresolved. From Moorabbin, the cloud base and visability
towards Kilmore looked terrible, but towards Kyneton it was all blue skies!

We stuck to "Plan A".

First stop after that was Mildura, This was planned as a lunch break for the
four of us and the two aircraft. You can't go anywhere these days without being
sprung — Doug Stott arrived to meet some friends and found us relaxing on the
Aero Club's lawns. He had some great news, but that's the subject of another

article,

Before refuelling, we all practised our fuel estimating skills, bearing in mind
the incentive Glenn had arranged when we arrived at Whyalla; free fuel for the
crew vhich had the most accurate estimate of their fuel requirements., Our
practice efforts left a lot to be desired! ‘

Then it was off to Whyalla, rather slower than hoped as we had 20 kts or so
headwind. We had plenty of time to note how dry the country is for early spring.
Anyway, think of the extra time in the logbook.

Arrival at Whyalla (on Glennich mean time) saw us sight-seeing the town,
several times looking for the Telecom Tower to count the discs, we didn't spot
the Phantom's house, in spite of the effort he had made to make it obvious.

At the airport Glenn was at the fuel bowser to get our fuel estimates, which
took much calculation due to stronger than forecast head winds., Stay tuned

for the results.

Glenn had us all organised, a quick dinner in town then to the aero club to
meet the locals and briefing of our trip to Spear Creek (the strip got steeper
as the night wore on). The crews of DDZ and CND were wondering what we had
let ourselves in for.

Next morning we followed Glemn's 100hp mean machine (not an easy task for the

go faster 150) and found out soon enough. A one way uphill strip (it rises 80 ft
over its length) towards steep hills and a gusty quartering tailwind for landing.
Just the thing to sharpen up your senses after a late night. It was a Western
weekend at the property, so we were met by a very realistically dressed posse.

Spear Creek is a sheep station of 18,500 acres which is also a bourist venue,
Dean and Tyn Herde run the tourist side, while their son, the third generation
farmer, runs the sheep.

A well weathered man with a clipped moustache and a voice that paints a picture
in words, Dean is very much the part both in appearance and in style. He is also
a lifelong shooting enthusiast who conducts training in firearms on the properly
for outside customers such as the security industry, In fact everywhere he

went Dean was wearing a sidearm which of course saw the aviators on their best
behavior., .Glenn even lost the use of his famous whistle.

This weekend the Western Shootists Association were in attendance for a
competition shoot, using black power pistols, lever action rifles and other
cannon while dressed in period costume, which all added to the excitement,

Pre lunch, we saw some of the competition which was for both the shooting and
western style dress. We were even invited to try our hand and this was too
tempting for one of our number to resist! It was a really fun family sport and
the people were only too happy to explain their interest to us,




After an excellent lunch we watched more of the competitions, went on a'4WD
ridge top tour (some yelling and screaming evident at times) and had a very
informative tour and talk on the latest arrangements in shearing and wool

classing and marketing.

Glenn and his wife Merry had 9 of us for a wonderful dinner that night., The
after dinner entertainment was lots of old photos of Airtourer Flyins.

Also invited to the dihner was Mary Tipton who was in the final stages of flying
a C150 around Australia-solo. In fact on that day she had flown Forrest-Whyalla,

which is a fair days effort for anyone at 75Kts.

The reason for this journey was twofold — to be the youngest woman to solo
navigate Australia in a single engine aircraft as recognised by the Guiness '
Book of Records. And more significantly, to raise sponsorship to benefit the
Tourette Syndrome Association. TS is a neurological movement disorder for which
there is no cure. Three years ago her brother died of TS.

After this tragic event Mary migrated from the USA to Australia. The 150 was
purchased in 1992 in which to learn to fly but Mary's ambition is to achieve a
CPL and work in aviation. A round Australia flight must be a qualification to

promote that ambition.

Sunday morning saw us following the yellow mean machine to Iron Knob for an
aerial tour of the mine before landing. Iron Knob mine is a very deep hole at
the Northern end of the Middleback ranges. BHP laid claim to the Iron Knob in
1897 and in doing so made the foundation for an Australian Steel Industry.

By 1913 the Newcastle Steel Works had been established using ore transported
by coastal shipfrom Whyalla. The value of the immense pockets of Heralite
carrying more than 607 iron ore is illustrated by the local expression that

ou can "wield the rock!.
Y ]

The strip was flat and marked with white painted tyres - except these were off
large earth moving equipment! An aircraft would be destroyed if it ran into

one of thege,

We visited a local museum and historical collection before a filling and
inexpensive lunch at the Working Man's Club. Then, after waiting for some large
showers to pass, it was back to Whyalla for a tour of the maritime museum,

The main attraction at the museum is the "Whyalla". Built in 1941, she saw
service in the Pacific and was later used in Port Phillip for blasting the
entrance channel and tending the pile lights. During this time she was named
"The Rip". Instead of being sold for scrap, she was purchased by the City of

Whyalla and taken to her home port,

Whyalla, a Bathurst class minesweeper now stands in special cradles 2Kms from
the water. You can actually walk underneath it's 220 ton bulk. Being aviators,
we carefully inspected all rivets for condition before going aboard for a
guided tour.

Readers may also be interested to know that Glenn Sturges was an initiator
of the plan to preserve the ship.

On the slow land journey to it's present site the Whyalla passed up the same
slipway, now disused, that gave birth to it as the first ship from the Whyalla
vard in 1941, BHP established a shipyard at Whyalla in 1939 which operated
from 1940 until 1978 when it closed., TIn that 38 year period 63 ships, one oil
rig and 2 barges were built,

This is a story not unlike the Airtourer. Visionary Australians, in this
case BHP and Essington lLewis, who saw a need for industrial independance, a :
vision made clearer by the prospect of war. Today this capacity has been lost

i

forever, ;
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A Memorable night at a local restaurant brought out many good yarns, most of
which we wouldn't be game to present to the censor. The same could be said of
some of the prizes awarded by The Phantom for outstanding achievements during
the weekend! The competition results were very close indeed -~ must have been
the practice at MIA.

CND guess 72 actual 70.5

ppz " 79 " 78.9

Monday morning arrived far to soon, but at least we had tailwinds for the trip
home. Planes and people again lunched at Mildura, where Jane chatted to the
Roulettes while we watched them take off, formate and depart.

Next stop Kyneton where following a welcome cuppa, farewells were said and after
a short flight to Moorabbin (more tailwinds) we could put DDZ to bed after yet
another fanastic Airtourer Flyaway.

THE PLAYERS  Victa 100 VH-DDZ Andy and Jane Morris
: Victa 100 VH-BWA Glenn Sturges
Rodney Oats
Victa 150 VH-CND Mike Fisher
Dot Ross
Piper 140 VH-RQF Kim Harris
Ross Washington

Pot, Mike, Jane, and Andy

" this could
replace Fh_'

Arrival at Spear Creek. ﬁi
Can you pick the aviators
grouped together for mutual
protection, those fellows g
are not carrying cameras! <

ogﬁ§§9 Mary Tipton
& > and the long
Gyé& distance C150.
o
7 %,
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THE PHANTOMS REVENGE

I don't know what they are going to write about me so | thought |
should pen a few words, | have often been told go for “quality not quantity” and to
all those 57 mewmbers that [ sent out invites, you missed a good fima. | could have
told you the Eagles would winl | received apologies from Adrian Jolly Stewie
Aillsburg.Stan Tilley.Doug Stott.  DOUG and SUE | know why you apologised and
whilst you were away | arranged for some squatters of mixed ethnic background to
move in. To the rest who got your personal invitation and forgot, boy did you miss
a COOL time.

All of my fly-ins are learning exercises for my interstate friends. The
first exercise is to find the place were we are having the fly-in. The collective might
of Andy, Jane, Mike and support siaff Dot No-name flew in company to Whyalla so
finding the place was easy. Head into the sun from Mildura after you practise filling
up and estimating your fuel consumption (My local fuel deater donated the fuel to
ihe person who could estimate the closest to their actual requirements on landing
at Whyalla) So when Andy quotes his fantastic fuel consumption o Whyalla and
the magnificent taitwinds organised for his departure, just remember Glenn has
networks and friends in high placas.

Friclay night the crew dined at a restaurant in Whyalla and we heard
all Mike's problems at having to slow down for Andy. Interesting though Mikes
consumption Mildura - Whyalla was 70,5  His sstimate was 72

Andy Mildura - Whyalla was 78.9  Her estimate was 79 so 150 np and
100 hp less fuel more power although us purists reckon 100 spend more time
developing saddle sores and practising turning PAL on.

Saturday we went to Spear Creek and Andy was telling me now
jealous Treble would be because the Western Action Rifle, Pistol and Black powder
club were having their equivalent of a figld day at the tourist complex's shooting
ranges.Witd Bill Andy tried the long rifle range and equipped himself well. Suffice
to say if you out land with Andy, let him do the food collection with his shanghai or
magnum.

Mike’s navigator, Dot No-name enjoyed the four wheel roller coaster
drive though everybody wanted her to make up her mind as we traversed a 1000
foot per minute descent in an ex army FWD. Over the screams | distinctly heard her
say “Go down Go down H! and the pitch got higher.

The A/D at Spear Cresk is an uphill strip 850feet ASL towards the
3250 foot Mt Brown all landings uphill all take offs downhill, If you get to see the
photos of the wind sock you'll see why you don't argue with traffic control at Spear
Craek (the wind sock is a male average height 5'9" on top of a Land Rover with 8
feet of white sheet sporting a 45 colt revolver. It adds emphasis o the terms under
shoot and overshoot ,or shooting an approach } We were joined by a Piper 140 at
Spear Creek and steering wheel controls lack the feel of a spade, especially when
you have a crosswind tail component of 15 gusting to 20 and they reckon Victors
are lawn mowers, This Piper gave the best version of iree pruning we we we we
have ever seen,the station owner took two exira heart tablets and the sporting
shooters had to be restrained from shooting the big blue and white bird

that flew between the trees, targets and anything else with an average height of
12 feet above the ground. Full credit to the pilot. He came round again to check
our heart beats and landed successfully (he did win the award The Order of the
Crappy Nappy) .

Saturday night we dined at a marvellous restaurant and chef Merry did a
fantastic job handling me flying away leaving her with the carpenter building
wardrobes in our house and 8 guests coming for dinner at our house | am biased,
but she did it again - excelled herself with her cooking skills and entertainment

expertise. l
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Sunday was all go to Iron Knob and an aerial tour of the open cut then lunch
at the local club and tour of the local museum.Departing Iron Knob was between
passing showers. The departure on the down hill wet strip was interesting for me
because over the first 100 yards | had a ski plane then the wheels bit started
rotating and we got off before the puddies / pools of water on the lower end,

Sunday night was a normal for thoss who have been to my fly aways. It was
the embarrass you presentation night and dinner at a local Motel and we have
threa more Alrtourer converts Trust me I'm a Lawyer Rodney, Kyrn Dirty Harry
Harris and Ross DC Washingion The General.

Monday was depariure and as is always the case tailwinds wers ordered
and Mike reports ground speed 140kn to Mildura and 130kn to Kynton.

PRESIDENT'S TERRITORY REVISITED

Aren't you glad Tony and Liz reside at Parkes? Although we visit them every
year the town never loses its charm and for a fly-in venue it must by No. 1.
‘Obviously the pilots of some 36 aircraft (mainly airtourers) and a number of
cars agree with me, The sight of such a formidable line up of Airtourers

warmed both our hearts and the heart of one H. Millicer who arrived courtesy

of Ian Donovan.

Henry, accompanied by Consulting Engineer Bill Whitney and Bill's son, was there
to follow up his open letter about the Aircruiser featured in Newsletter 71 and
his presentation on the Saturday evening gave members an in--depth appreciation
of the potential qualities of the aircraft (as if we didn't know). Someone
remarked that Henry was upstairs preaching to the converted.

An increasing number of members arrived on Friday and by lunchtime Saturday
most of us were safely on the ground. Tt was good to see Stuart Hilsberg's RQL
rejoin the group with a nice new engine,

Parkes Aero Club members excelled themselves providing lunch dand a really
superb evening meal on Saturday. DBy the time the bus came to take us back to
fown many acquaintances:: had been renewed and new members well and truly °
welcomed into the inmer sanctum.

Sunday morning saw a mass exodus take place. The sky was filled with aircraft
all making their way to "Timaldra" a property some 20nm from Parkes. Our
hosts on this occcasion were John and Adele Allan former owners of DAO.

"
Timaldra CTAF experienced a busy 30 minutes with some 30 aircraft arriving in
a short space of time. Once the squadron was parked we all boarded the bus
for a tour of North Parkes Gold & Copper Mine.

Col and Margaret slipped past the security cordon but were forced to drop their
collection of nuggets and join the other eager tourists driving-around and into
the vast excavations. Everything (as Confuciussays) was done on large scale
with millions of tonnes, litres, dollars being the order of the day.

Back to the Allans' property where we were allowed to inspect their fine home
which they refurbished themselves. Adele & John are no strangers to hard work
and provided an excellent BBG lunch in the grounds. All in all the sort of
place we would Llove to own if....... .
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Finally we were tfansported back to the airstrip where our 1ast airtourer
departure must have left the sheep shaking their heads in disbelief. Thanks

again Tony, Liz and all at Parkes.
John Plummer

Presidential Lineup

DDZ  Andy & Jane Morris MVR  Des & Lindsay Heffernan and wives
MWR  Hugh Knox, Peter Roche EQA Tony & Liz Matthews

CIM  Doug & Sue Stott MRE Pat & Bob Peak

MTP  Jack & Colleen Murray CKE  Frank & Jean Murray

MIL  Stan & Bonny Tilley CND  Mike Fisher

XVV  Bill Pennell, Lorraine Howson TWG  George KXinscher

DAM  Elaine Sage RWH Ken & Jean Bell

RQL  Stuart Hilsberg RQG  Ray Abernethy & Jane

MOH Ron Stiebel & Denise MUZ  Des Hurst & Lola

TPY  Bruce Martin MUL,  Alan & Merle Wood

MUF  Daniel Keas CRK  John & Doreen Treble

WHO  John McGrath & Pat Shield MOJ  Warren & Betty Kirkup

GUS  Nyal. Dennis & Col MKT,  Henry Millicer & Ian Donovan
MTLI  Gerry Lawson BQW  John & Leonie PLummer

SHR . George Penfound .
DJD  Judy & Drew Dove (Zenith TriZ) Car Col Taylor & Marg.

EQL  Phil & Sue Dunlop (Lake Buccaneer)" Roy & Judy Riddel
DPY  Don Pitkin & Mark CT4 " David Crotty

KPQ  Athol & Lin Butler (CI50) " Bill & Eric Winton
IOL  Jeff & Jeanette Roberts (Bonanza)

AGH  Paul Cary CT4 Visiting 1 Auster

YVV  Hector & Wendy Blemings 1 Piel Emeraude

VIC/TAS CHRISTMAS FLY-IN TO TYARR.

WHERE TYABB, (VIC) 38 15 8 145 10 =
WHEN SAT/SUN 3rd & 4th DECEMBER.

Fly in Saturday for a Sausage Sizzle Lunch.
81 - §2 per serve 7 -

Dinner at Peninsula Motor Inn at 7.30om.
3 course meal $520. per head.

Overnight Accommodation at Motel
$60. per double.

Sunday - flying activities with lunch before departura,

This is to be our Christmas/End of Year get together so
make a point of being there. All welcome.

Please notify Motel on 059-774431 to book.

Further details Hector Blemings 03-859 5793 - 056-342 421,
or Bruce Martin on 03-787 6585
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O NE Important part of the Yieta Com-
hany's history that was ot mentioned
tn the artiele {The Advertiser, §/3/91) and
wotild perbaps he of Interest to some was
Its veatire lito alveraflt manufacture.

In 1962, the founder of ¥icta, Mr Mervyn
Viclor Rlchardson, Initlated the pro-
duction of a twoseat tralnfag/toucloe ale
craft of Austrattan design — the Viela
Afrtotrer, These extremely strong, fully
aerobatic alreraft Incorporated many bulli.
In salety feaures not yet matehed [n most
of totlay's tght alreraft, )

One hundred and sixty elght of these
vonderful Uitle machines were produced
between 162 and 1466, Most were used for
fvlng trafning, In additien, the copany
bullt one four-seat aeroplane — the Vieta

Unfortuznately, the company ceased alr-
eraft productien In 1966 when Its appll-
citfon for what was really meager govern.
wwent assistance was refused,

The jlgs and dies for bolh alreraft were
sold to a New Zealand company which
contlnued protuction of the Alrtourer, It
altered e Jlgs of the Alverulser to praduce
a miltary trafbning alreeaft — the CTY
whicle It then seld to the RAAF, among
olher alr forces, i
70 Alrtourers amd the one iqy;\?’ g 5
Alrerubser {nlse sotd hack to Asistralla) stile ‘.1:"':‘:4)'1\",-';:&.—;{-&5’,'&-:3’?‘?
continue to [y In Austraita some 28 years
after the closure of 1he ¥icka aviailon
division,

Iycldentally, the reglstratlon letlers of
the foueseater Alrerulser are the fulitals
of the company's Tounder,

Anyone who has flown one of these
dellghkttful Hitde alreraff fand there are
thousands of these people areumd Aust-
Alrerulser, rallay can testlfy to the high standard the
¥leta Company ackieved In $s [Lfated
venfure Info alreraft production.
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GA, LAWSON,
’ Seacllfl,

LYING is something
most of us only do at
the beginning and end
of tlhie annual holiday. To
many, it’s an enjoyahle
experience, others are happier
when the flight is over and to
some it’s an all consuming
passion.

Barry Edmondson, Informa-
tion Systems Department
Sunderland, and Chris Hind-
marsh, Primera Final Assembly
Sunderland, fall into the latter
category. In fact they love
flying so much that they have
teamed-up to buy their own
aircraft.

The two decided to join
ranks with other flying fans to
purchase a 1974-built Glos-Air
Tourer which is kept. at
Newecastle Aero Club where the
partners use the aircraft on a
rota basis.

While the rest of us weigh-
up the pros and cons of a joily

to Scarborough, Blackpeol or
Brighton, the high flying duo
think nothing of taking-off on a
continental day wrip. Very nice
indead if you can get it but. as
with most worthwhile things.
getting to the point of flying
your own aireraft involves a
fengthy process of stady and
practice,

Study 1o be
a high-flver

Barry has been flying for 16
years, He first caught the bug in
1978 when he trained and flew
from the former Sunderland
airfield - the site now occupied
by our own Sunderland-based
operations.

On gaining his assistant
flying instructor ricket he
embarked on a wide and varied

flving career. He flew as First
Officer for Kentons/Cardiff City
Football Club, has won spot
landing competitions, flawn
aerobaties with the Vixen Two
aerobatics team and has piloted
air taxis and air ambulances.
Having in excess of 400 hours
under his belt has not at ali
diminished Barry’s enthusiasm
for the wide blue yonder,

Flying holds a similar
fascination for Chris who
gained his wings in only three
short years. he considers
himself to be still very much-a
novice but his partner in flight
is full of admiration for his
rapid climb through the ranks.
“It's a big achievement to lear
to fly in just three years,” says
Barry. *“You have to
successfully complete seven
examinations, each with a
minimnm pass mark of 70 per
cent before you are allowed to
fly solo.”
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"FOR A CLEARER VISION"

Stand around Alan Wood's hanger and he'll soon find you a job to do - as most of
us have found over the years.

Recently standing with hands in pocket, T was asked if I could "supervise" the
production of a new batch of Airtourer Windscreens.

Several screens from recent batches have been found defective and the object of
this exercise was to try to explain to the maker (a non-aviator type) what it was
that we needed and whether he could produce a more consistent and acceptable

article,

Having no idea of the manufacturing process involved, I arranged to be present
when the next batch of six screens was scheduled for moulding.

The factory which specialises in the moulding of acrylic and polycarbonate into
such things as transparent roof tiles and large advertising signs plus a bewild-
ering range of smaller items including photo frames of all sizes and employs
8-10 persons from several differing ethnic backgrounds.

I was introduced to William the moulder and we commenced setting up for our
Airtourer project, Each screen needs one full sheet of "perspex" and this must
be roughly cut to a pattern, then the protective paper removed before placing
in the oven to be cooked to about 170°C and judged by William to be pliable
enough for moulding but not so soft as to take texture from the felt lining of

the mould.

The mould itself was of fibreylass and mounted on its own bench frame with a
lighter top frame that just fitted the perimeter, but of open construction
leaving the main part of the screen exposed to view.

After about twenty minutes in the oven and William being satisfied with its
condition, the shout of "ALL HANDS ON DECK" - all other work was stopped and
eight persons stood around the mould., William and assistant whipped the shéet
of hot plastic out of oven and onto mould, two others placed the top mould
whilst four pairs of hands with pliers gripped and pulled, with another four
pairs of hands placing clamps - all with a lot of yelling and at very fast speed,

The perspex cools.in about a minute and when everyone else has gone back to their
own work, William and I take of the clamps, release the top mould and 1lift off

a "perfect" windscreen. Not quite perfect is the decision after much peering

and examining and this sheet eventually goes back into the oven four more times!
But the team quickly develop a rythem, with William calling "ALL HANDS" about
every 20 minutes, and the next five screens are pronounced acceptable. The
factory boss Rudi and William both have expressed interest in viewing the machine
that caused all this effort and so the following Saturday Pat and T introdueced
them both to our "Emily'" and after a couple of trips up and down the Sydney
beaches I once again have that guilty feeling that I might have infected two

h . Aviati "Bue!'
more humans with the Aviation ug Bob Peak

We will publish another article from Bob in the next issue. Meantime on his
recommendation, should you have G.P.S. problems especially with a Pronav 100,
'help is available from Standard Communications Pty Ltd of 6 Frank Street,
Gladesville, N.S.W. 2111°". d

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM OUR SECRETARY

Some members have overlooked payment of their membership subscription.

Please attend to this matter so that you can receive future newsletters.
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