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Advent Lsment s rreferally close typed are to fe with“the Editon Gy 31.10.93

Adventising Rates

n
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§20, 00

Small adventisement (3 to 4 Lines)
Lange adventisement
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Cheque Lo fe mude puyalle to the Aiatouren Association,
rost with copy dinect to the Editon.

EDITORTAL

Advance congratulations to Alan & Merle Wood who will celebrate their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 28th August. Maybe a round the world trip in MUL to mark
the occasion? It's about the only flight they haven't made,

Since the Fly-In at Torquay, Henry Millicer turned 78. Many happy returns

Henry - we are pleased to feature a number of items and photographs on Terquay
which T hope will print clearly. Like a number of other members, I would have
made the trip but unfortunately was involved heavily with the Caboolture Family
Day (Air Show) on 2nd May. However Henry you will be pleased to know that little
Hummingbird (BQW) took her place in the extensive line-up of Sea Fury, Boomerang,
Fiat fighters et al and I wouldn't swap her for any of them (even if T could
afford the fuell)

Due to public demand, the newsletter cover has now been altered to please the
purists, After all our cover is representative of the Airtourers, Aircruiser,
T6's and of late the (T4 family,

Following the No, 66 editorial, Gerry Lawson has again put crayon to paper, no
doubt to publicly purge his soul of some considerable guilt about Beryl. However
those of us by now familiar with his excellent work will readily recognise in

his latest creation Beryl disguised not only as Ned Kelly but also as the Phantom
Whistler. Heavens, isn't that a Lyndsay in the background? (Children under 50
are not allowed to look). Post Parkes what next?

On our long way home from Parkes, we intend visiting Urisino Station (west of
Burke) for a couple of days of camels etc. Please phone me if interested?

More contributors for our Newsletter please!

Till Parkes, safe flying,

John Plumsmer
WELCOME

On behalf-of President Tony Matthews and all members of the Aséociation, we
would like to welcofie the following new members:

Graham'Saunders, Bellerive, Tasmania - MTC
Adrian Pfoeffer, Woden, A.C.T.
Janine & Tim Blake, Birchgrove, NSW -- MUM (T6 Ex. N.Z.)
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GAUGE FOR YOQURSELF!

In the distant days of learning to fly, most of us probably heard an instructor
say "Fuel gauges! Nobody takes any notice of them.....they never work anyway!"

Fine in your average '152’ or 'Warrior' - in the unlikely event of an in-flight
fuel leak one could switch tanks and usually find enough vitamins for at least
a precautionary landing, hopefully on something reasonably hospitable.

Subtly different though in a single tank aircraft — if the fuel gauge is not
accurate at the bottom end, your first warning of an in-flight leak might be the

dulcet tone of a lycoming dying!

Having spent heaps of dollars and many grounded weekends trying to persuade the
gauge in the airtourer to give us some clue as to the fuel available, we finally
decided to bite the bullet and get a new one. After some research we decided
that "no moving parts is the go" and, at great expense, procured a capacitance
probe type system to replace the existing smiths steam technology float and
rheostat. Comprehensive instructions were provided and, after making an adaptor
flange for the tank and cutting the probe to length, we filled and emptied to
calibrate the gauge and to set the low fuel warning light also provided.

Joy!!! Accurate readings to the litre - congratulations all round and back
into the air!

Disaster!!! Phone call from the pilot visiting Canberra — fuel gauge reads full

ALL .day EVERY DAY, regardless! Check electrics, drain tank, check probe,

reassemble, recalibrate - all perfect. Fly aircraft...,gauge stays on full, ¥!7#p%1",
Knowing that we have NOT discovered perpetual motion nor recycling of exhaust gases,-
we repeat the above procedure with the same results, except that hairline recedes

further in tune with thinning wallet,

¥inally, with half a tank of fuel the pilot accidentally notices sneaky fuel gauge
climbing from "half" to "full" as aircraft lifts off runway, followed by a return

to "half" on the rollout after a very swift circuit. With tongue in cheek the
pilot places a plastic catheter over the fuel tank vent in the tail cone and tapes
same to fuselage, facing forward, Next circuit sees fuel gauge remain correctly.
at "half" and the pilot leaving the cockpit without touching the wing to tell

everyone!!!

Conclusion: The tank vent location in the tailcone creates a vacuum in the tank
followed by a partial collapse of the bag and subsequent erroneous gauge reading.
The effect is probably not so noticeable with the original float sensor, however
it may be worth experimenting if your aircraft has the tank vent in the tail

-like the "T6", :

XVV now sports a permanent forward-facing vent in the belly panel....which means
an additional pitot cover to "remove before aviating", however, we now know to
the litre how much is left on board, with the added warning light for "45 minutes
reserve', '

Bill Pennell

Lorraine Howson




TO ALL PILOTS & OTHER PARTICIPANTSfTOfTHE ”FLYHINuFOR«HENRY” MAY 1-2

Many warm thanks to all.pilots‘&'theiréfewxfbf making this Fl&—Iﬁ.Sﬁch a success,
especially the organizers, Hector & Wendy Blemings and Barry & Judy- Gray.
Twelve aircraft flew in, -including the beautifully kept Des Hefferman's aircruiser

and very best painted airtourer-of\BarryQGi?y‘s;_'

After dinner on Saturday 1 gave a talk‘aﬁqut the airtoufer origins and Fred Stokes
operated the slides without a single hitch: *On Sunday, we had aerobatics by Hector,
streamer cutting by Andy and a good formatipn_flying. I enclose a cutting from the
local newspaper. I was deeply moved by ‘the whole proceedings, especially the
applause, when we were leaving the restaurant. -

§

Yours very sincerely, Henfy; Miiiicef

"HENRY 'S DREAM REALISED AT TORQUAY?.

Many vears ago Henry Millicer had a dream of an Alrcraft design, and that dream
became reality. A few years later many pilots have had a dream fulfilled and flown
a Victa Airtourer. Also sone time later as Henry's health declined, he dreamed of
the Airtourer flying in to see him and that care to be on May lst and 2nd when Henry
was delighted to see 12 Aircraft fly in for part or all of the weekend,

After a month of brilliant weather in April we were optimistic, but it was perfect;
sunny and warm Saturday, with cloud and breeze on Sunday. We were welcomed warmly
to Torgair Airpark at Torquay, which is a relatively new set-up and looks great..

A sausage sizzle was a welccome lunch and most acceptable, with drinks, icecreams etc
in the Airpark's shop. Whilst watching the comings and goings at the Airfield,
Henry and Kate almost sneaked in on us about 4.00 pm to meet the‘aircraft and their
occupantg, and new owners of some, (We didn't have to stand to attention whilst he
did a tour of inspection, Although some may have grimaced with envy as he admired
the new paint job on the Gray's aircraft - would you believe it is GREY and blue?! -
nice job Barry and Judy). Anocther "bloke" we had to bow? to was Fred Stokes, who
at the time of the Victa manufacture was No.5 Inspector, and he still had his little
rubber stanp, stamping our Motel tourist info cards. It was great for Henry that
Des Heffernan, along with Nyall and Heather, flew the Aircruiser over for the event,
and then Des treated other admirers to some joy flights either as passenger or pilot.

By car we were ferried into town to the Surf City Motel for accommndation and the
restaurant where 24 of us had a deliciocus meal and enjoyable evening. After dining
and wining Henry and Fred set up the projector and we were shown some slides of
Henry's dream being created, the ultra-light to the real thing, and the result of a
bent FMM etc., It was lovely to see Henry looking so well after a fairly rough time,
and equally lovely to meet his lovely wife Kate, who is one reason why Henry is as
well as he is, Henry concluded his part of the evening by saying he is still
dreaming, like Senator Edward Kennedy, who said, "Some people say why, and some say
why not". Henry's new dream is of a 6 seater Aircruiser 300 ‘h.p. (I thought it
big enough for the Gray's,-but Judy wants a 7 seater??!!).

Mike Fisher claimed the longest distance travelled. Friday he flew from Perth,
from Instructing a 146 engineers course, Saturday drove to Torquay, Sunday returmed
to Perth, (Because he gloated, got a free trip,he can buy his own trophy!).

Sunday some people went out to the Airfield in comfort, while two energetic farmers
decided to walk the beach first and then go out. About 1% hours later they
arrived a little leg weary, getting a lift for the last 200 metres!, but they hadn't
missed any action, the Geelong Advertiser had just arrived to take photos of pilots =
hanging off Barry Gray's aircraft and Barry hadn't arrived yet! By the second
round of photos he had and was able to claim ownership. DDZ%, MUL, MOI & SHR gave
a two-lap formation, chased on the last by MVR when they were departing for home.
FVV & DDZ gave a great exhibition of aercs which also pleased Renry, he wore his

" yellow hat thread-bare waving it to all flying by. Another sausage sizzle lunch
and finally all made their way into the blue/grey skies, All agreeing it was a
great week-end, thanks to Henry for being there and for causing us to fly those
beautiful babies, and for the Blemings for organising the event.
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Those who attended during the weekend:
FVWW - Hector & Wendy Bleniings
DDZ - Andy & Jane Morris
LVV - Andrew Ronald & Bernice
MBG - Don Harper & Michael
MRF -~ Lindsay & Beryl Marshall
MUL - Alan & Merle Wood _
UQX —~ Frank Fankhauser & David Squirrel
MKL = Tan Donovan '
‘MVI - Stuart Krichauff
MVR - Des Heffernan, Nyall & Heather
SHR - George Penfound
MOT - Barry & Judy Gray
Car - Doug Stott & Keith Meggs
Mike Fisher, David Crotty & Keith Gaff
Geoff Stevens
Aub Coote
Fred & Audrey Stokes
Henry & Kate Millicer

‘TThe Marshalls)

I GOT ONE.

Yes I'm feeling a bit smug, also a little poorer, (T4 No. 73
{(now VH-YVV) is mine. It was an exciting auction that Pickles
staged at Bankstown with 2000 aviation enthusiasts in attendance,
including a well represented group of Airtourer members. We
aimed to sit together and some of us managed to do so. By the
commencement of the auction I had decided that I was very happy
with FVV and ruled out getting carried away with the idea of
owning one of these historic aircraft. I endeavoured to do my
homework and reduced the range that I was interested in to six
mostly from the Rhodesian batch. These I arrived at with the
help of Alan L Webber and his book on the CT4 Airtrainer plus a
lot of helpful advice. Then I had Doug Stott doing a lot of
research and John O'Halloran all the way from Hong Kong [via
fax], Stuart Hilsberyg giving me the benefit of his inside
knowledge, it was great the way everyone was so supportive,
Gordon Robinson sitting alongside, digging me in the ribs ,
saying 'Go for it, Put up your hand ' and when No 73 came up I
did just that, and it was mine., I really did keep my cool while
bidding, I surprised myself , but after, I don't think my feet
touched the ground. Thanks to all for your support especially
Wendy for without her blessing I would never have used the house
alteration funds. Alan Wood ferried 73 to Hoxton Pk then several
weeks later we had a very enjoyable trip together through some
marginal weather to Latrobe Valley. The follow up was I attended
the RAAF Disposal Auction of CT4 spares, with nothing particular
in mind, met Stuart Krichauff, he mentioned that the Props are
going cheaply, I offered $250 for a first life ; in an aluminium
case worth more than that, I returned home contented, a very
exciting couple of weeks . Hector Blemings

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Adrian Jolly has moved to 59 Renown Avenuk, Victor Harbor 5211,
Phone (085) 52 6082




@ REUNION:

i ,.;

ay, Mr George

Penfound, Mr lan Donovan. Back: Mr Lindsay Marshalil, Mr' Alan Wood and Mr Hector Blemingsrrao, Mike UGDALE

~Airman’s ‘babies’ pay a weekend visit

" ANGLESEA aeronautical
+ engincer, Mr Henry Millicer,
- welcomed “hosme" his life's
: greatest -achievement at the

weekend.

. 'Torqair Airpark hosted a fly-
. in-of a dozen of the famous
- :Victa Air Tourer aircraft in a
-tribute’to their designer,

Mre Millicer is recovering
from heart surgery, so the

.

By Tony Robb

aircraft came to him from all
over the country for a fun
weekend te commemorate
their 34 yeéars in service.

The Air Tourer was created
“from the ground up” in Mel-
bournc by Mr Millicer and first

Hew in March, 1950,
A total of 168 of the aircraft

were built and the model has
only recenltly been retired from
the RAAF, It was designed as a
acrobatic training aircraft and
replaced  the  radial-engined
Wingeels in service in 1974,

President of the Victa Air
Tourer Association, Mr Hector
Blemming, said the wcekend
fly-in was a great success.

Aircraft flew from Sydney,

BAZZA'S BARGAIN BAZAAR

Canberra, Mildura and
Gippsland for the weekend of
display flying including forma-
tions, acrobatics and competi-
tive streamer culs,

Chief pilot with Tornaje, Mr
Randy Walsh, said the Air
Tourer was a “lovely aero-

"planc” which never reached its

potentizl because of a Inck of
government backing in a post-
War cconomy.

Bazza wishes to remind all his customers that his entire range of Airtourer
Association T Shirts, Badges, Patches, Transfers, Stickpins, Stubby Holders
the President's Fly-Tn, Parkes.

etc. will be availaple for purchase at

Enquiries please phone Barry Gray on (051) 661352,
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Ain't he 8 bastard /
S , Stan Tilley
It had been an exhausting couple of weeks What with straight out of Targa and
then smack’ into the Flying Championships at Taree. all [ had in mind was a quiet rest in
Sydney whilst Alan fitted the long range tank to MTL. Well that's what I thought bt
needless to say Alan had other ideas -

“The trip to Taree had been great despite the VERY late Targa presentation night,
but [ wasable to stagger out to the airport. dial up “Go to Taree” on' the trusty box. climb
up to PuNrt and get some much needed sleep Mind vou these Airtourers do have a
problem With a lovely clear canopy and brilliant sunshine beaming off the cloud helow

" it gets VERY HUT Tinfortunately my hostess was not with me.C She had reneged the night
befare with comments like "Now fair go I have just wasted a whole week running after
von i Targa and making sure that vou had vour hankerchief and clean undies ! [ had to
make my own arrangements te get vid of unwanted garments.

_ First release the harness then stand (71 up and carefully slide the left arm out of
the sfeeve Whoops it won't come Blast* its stuck because the earphone cord is wrapped
around Now steady there. the aeroplane istending to drop the left wing so lean slightly
to the right. Now slip the right shoulder out. Damn. now that arm is stuck too. Now don't
panic. By gently moving forward and back and to the teft and right you can stop this
aeroplane porpoising and wandering about alf over the sky. You could probably even
land it if vau could clase the throttle with vour teeth

Dan't know why [ even tried

At first  thought | was seeing double with a ground speed of 170 knots But no. it
was right and Merimbula appeared just Zhours and 35 minutes out of Hobart.

And the competitions?

Well that d---- Sue Clarke beat me again in the aerobatics so [ had to be content
with a silver { I know- [ know! Please don'i say "But vou taught her”) and [ dropped my
gold in the spot Janding ta a bronze - so vou see I NEEDED that holiday in Sydney.

First morning 345 am Up guick - we are off and away. Worked all day then back
at 7 45 pm that night. (Now ['ve done my bit I can have a rest) But no it was like that
EVERY DAY Notonly did we [it the tank but we did a 100 hourly and we fixed a Cherokee
and we organised a new aeraplane battery and we answered the ‘phane (47 times on
queries abaut the CT4 s) and we checked the CO-0P stock from Quirindi and we sent off
various CO-0P bits to various people

Put we insisted on taking the weekend off so that we could go to Bankstown and
check the CT4's on offer and then remove the complete rear end of the XJ6 and finally
assist Graham to put the head on his Toyota before we arase to start work again at 545 am
Monday

Seriously though it was a fantastic week and [ enjoyed every moment. The tank
installation is excellent and is a very neat professional job ( But I do know now why Alan
does not want ta seli the kit only as there are a thousand and one things that have to be
done and in the correct sequence - or it would become impossible) Thanks Alan for a job
weltl done. As a member of the CO-0P. [ also want to give Alan another “Thank you™. I did
gain just a small insight into just how much time and effort goes into the CO-0P work and
I hope we all appreciate it '

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sept 25—26, President's Fly-In -  Parkes
(Details Newsletter No. 66)

6th November - Moorabbin Fly-In — Air Museum Visit (Details herein)

10



LLGHTER MOMENYS 1M A FLGHTER SQUADRON,

A FIGHTER SQUADRON USUALLY GONSISTED OF THE €.0., 2 FLIGHT COMMANDERS
AND 20 OTHER P1LOTS,ADJUTANT, MEDICAL OFFLCER, LUGLHEER, OPS, INTUELLIGENCK,
ARHAMERT OFFICERS AND ABOUT 200 OTHER GROUND STAFF WORKING OH M GINES

A RFRAMBS RADIQ, ARGLuDING GOOKS, GUARDS LTG.

THE P1LUTS HAD THE GLAMOUR AND THE GROUNDSTAFF HAL HE HARD WORK AND

THE GROTTY CONDITIONS. THEY WERE WONDERFUL. ONCE USLHG GOUUNUT TREES

AS A TRIPOD, A KITTYHAVK ENGINE WAS CHANGED 1 ONE DAY, DiSPLLE THE NUD,
RAIN BIC, , I .

I WAS POSTED 10 U,k, FROM THE KIDDLE OF '51 TU MAY'Wd, WE WHRE THE ONLY
LONG RANGE Si’1T. SuUADRON, NO. 66 WLIH SP1T-fqts. Wk WERE BASKD 1N CORNWALL
WHEN 91 GERMAN BATTLESHIPS SCHARNHORSY AND GNELSNAU WERE IN BREST, AND
FLEW AS TOP COVER FUR Tiill BOMBERS, HALIFAXES E¥C, THAT BXiwCLSK hAD 178
SPORTING MOMENTS ! '

THE LOHG RANGE 2'ANK CUNSISTED OF 1 (BO)GALLUN TANK BLISTERED UNDER THE
WING, YOU GUULDN'? DROP IT OFF, AND "CAUSED THE AIRCRALT 10 SWING L1RE
BLAZES O WAKE OFF, AND ALSO SLOWED US UP DLuADFULLY, ON ONKE QCCASLON _
Wi BLSCORTED ROCKET FIRING WESTLAND WHIRLWINDS ACROSS T FRAHCK. ON RETURN
THE LEADER OF THE W.W.'S CALD " YOU wERL A B,,. GREAY HBLP. Wi Hab 70
THROTTLs ®ACK 50 THAT YOU COULD- REEP UP WITH us." Vs COULD hEEP UP WITH
BLENHEIWS, THOJGH.

HOWEVER THE BLISTER TANK DIDHAVE SOME POSITIVE USE. ONCL ABOUT DuSk, aFuER
LESCORTING SOME BHIPS UP The CHANNEL, WHEBK ORDERED BACH TO KASE, 1 Sal

RED ON BLACK ON THE CONPASS. 1 ONLY REALISED KY HISPTARE WHEN 1 WAS UliAbLe
Tu HEAR “tl CONTROLLER, AND YAS WELL ON 'IHk Way TO MW YORK ! GOOD 10
LAUGH ABOUT ROW, BUT GAYD IT WaS LONKLY. THE ENGINE STOPPr-BD AS I TAX1ED
OFF TiE RUKWAY AFTER LANDING, LOOK AT A P4 COMPASS IN A TIGER MOLH, AND YOy
WILL SEE HOW YOU CAH DO 1T. IF YOU THIRK I1 WAS SYUPR1D, WHICH I WAS, THEN
COHSIDER THE WIRG COMMAMDER WHO 'LED 16 SPIUWIRLS TO MALTA FROK THL

ALRCRAFT CARRIER "WASP", SiT RED ON BLACK AHD HEAUED BACK TOWARDS G1BHALTAR
UNTLIL L0kl ARSE END CHAKLIE OF A SGT. PILOT(WHO FELLT Hi WOULD BE LUCKY

TO MARE PTHE 1SLAND ANYWAY) BROKE RADIO S1LENCE AHD ASKED WHEN WERL THEY °
GOING 10 HeAD FOR THE 1SLANDS. 1 BELIEVE THE WINGCO. STILL DOESN'T LLKE
THIS MENTIONED,! - .

POSTED BACK TO AUSTRALIA ABOUT JUNE ',2, 1 JOINED 75 SQDN WHLCH WAS
REFORMING AT nINGAROY,QLD, AND WE WENT 10 KILNE BAY. "THE STRI: THERE WAS
JUST A KASS OF NUD COVELRED WITH WARSDEN MATT ING 1IN THE GILIGILI
PLANTATION, NOBODY MADE A BAD LANDING BECAUSE 1F YOU DROPPED THE KITTY
1IN, THE MATTING SANK AND THE MUD HURLED 11SELF ON THE UNDERSIDE OF YHE
AIRCRAFY IN LITTLE ROUND BLOBS. :

A VERY SPORTING EVENT WAS USING THE LOO. WHICH WAS AN OPEN AIR 3 HulbR
WITH MUD ALL AROUND. LEA WINTON ta" FLIGHY CONKAMDER HAD A HAPPY HABIT
OE FIRING A VEREYIP1S510L AT THE S1ITTERS WHEN ALL 3 HOLiS WBRE OGUUrIkD.,

MLLNE BAY WAS A VERY CONCENTRATED LITTLE WAR, AKD WHEN NEARLY OVEL, 3

UF US DECIDED 10 GO FISHING. THERK WAS A 10F7. DINGHY AVALLABLE, SO Wk
(COCKY BRERBYON,PETELR WASTERS AND MYSELF) OBTALNED SUME STLGKS OF GELLIGNLTE
AND LENGHY OF FUSE, OUYT ON THE WATER, Wk PUSHED THE YUK INTv WHE GLL.GNIRE
AND LIT UP, NOTHING OBVIOUS HAPPENED, SO I1 WAS HEAVED OVeRBOARD  WHERs 17
WENT OFF. WITH 4lld RWALISATION THAT iHE FUSE BURNY INUsRNALLY, WE WERE HoY
EXPERTS, HOWEVBR OUR BFFORTS GUNTINUED 0 BR UNSUCCESSKUL., WLTH 3 8TICKkS OF
GLLIGHITE AND 4 LENGTH OF FUSE REMAINING, WE JOINKD THAW UP AND LEY FLY.

Wk REALLY DID GET A RESULT WITH THE BUNDLE DROPPING ONTO AN QUICROP OF
RUCK JUST UNDER PHE'WATER. THE DINGHY WAS T00 CLOSE, BLVERYTHING BECAMNE
ALRBORNE, THE WATER, -BOAT, AND DEAD FICH KVERYWHSRE. This MOAT VIRTUALLY
SANK BLFORE WE REGAINeD SHORK, AND Wk GONSIDERED Wk wWERE BXPERTS, WHAT A
P1%Y I DIDN'Y THINK OF 1T AT LAKE CARGELL1CO, 1 COubD HAVE GIVEN LESSONS. .
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ON LEAVING MILNE BAY, 75 SQDN. SPENT TIME AT HORN ISLAND, NO WUD, JUST
DUST AND DESOLATION, 'HERlK WAS KOT MUCH BEBR AVAl.ABLE, S50 ONE DAY

LES JACKSON (C.0.) AND 1 FLEW T0 CALRNS.WE UNLOADED Thi AMKO BINS 1N THE
WINGS, REPLACING THE AMKO wITH GOLD SBER BOYTTLES I THINK WE GOT 48

IN BACH WING AND SOmk IN Tils COChPLY., WE RETURNRD AT 22,@00 FI. T0 KEEP
250 BOTTLES COLD. Wi REGEIV=D A LOVELY WARN RECAPTION FROM 280 BLOCLES,
WERE CUNGRATJULATED ON OQUR VERY GENTLYE LANUDINGS, AND THEN RECEIVED AN 1RAVE
BLASYT FROM NWH, EaSTERN HEADQUARTMEKS RALALF. WHD IN HARROW WINDED FASHLION
SUGGESTED THAT AMMO BINS WERE FOR AMMUNITLIOH. '

MY LAST FLIGHY LN 75 SQDN. VAS QUITE MMMORABLE; AS PHOTOS GIVEN ME LATBR
PROVED, 1 DiDN'T FORGET THE WHEELS OR THE FLAPS, RBUT TilEY SEEWED T0 BE rOLNTING
TOWARDS 'Tild SKY. '

NEARING THE EHD OF Tiis WAR, 1 1HADVERTENTLY HAD WORLS WLTH ROYALTY,

IwAS 1N B4 SQDN, THE FIRST TO BE £QUICPED WITH MUSTANGS, THE GUVERNOR GENER Al
#H.R.H. THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER WAS COMING TG IKSPuCGIT US, I LED 3 LOTS OF 4,
OUY v ESCORY Hlk,” . THERE WERE RED,BLUE AND WHITE SuBIIONS, HE WaS 1N HIS
AVRO YORK, 1 HAD RKD SECTION UP ABOVE OH HIO OLTARBUARD S1DK, BLUL Wad
sEHIND- MiE, AND VHITE ON HIS PORT SIDk. WHEN Wi ARRIVED AT BASE AND 4HE YORK
STARTAD TURNING 10 PORYT, HIS TURNING GIRCLE WAS GETTLING GLuSk 10 WRITE FOUR
S0 1 CALLED UP DON MeQUBEN,WHITE LEAULKR, AND SAIb " YOu HAD BEYTER BREAK
OFF DON, YOUR NO ) MIGHT GLOCK THE OLD BASTARD." A VERY REFINED VOLGE Cani
BACGK " YOU'D BETTELE BREAK OFF FIGHTER ESCORY." WHLN Vi< LAND.D, I FOUND

THE £1LOT OF THE YORK WAS A CHAP I HAD KNOWN EARLIER, AND HE TOLD kb THH
PUKE'S MAIN PLEASURE OW SUCH TRIPS WAS WEARING HEADPHONES AND LISTENLIHG

TO THE CHATTER O THE SQUADRON FREQUENCIES,

HOT LONG AFTeR 4HIS, THE WAR STOPPED AND PRACE TIME HIT RE, WITH aN
ENORMOUS CONTRAST OF HAVIRG A JEBP AND ABROPLANE WITH MY Nikk ON THEM,

AND HOW GBTTING OFF GHE TRAW ONE SECTION EARLY, ANMD WALKING THE EX1RA
DISTANCE TO SAVE THREEPEHCH,

PEACETIME WAS A GREAT LEVELLER.

oy it

MILDURA AERO CLUB INCORPORATED

NAVIGATIONAL TRIAL
13th & 14th November

g;tsxﬁglgx:“ ;ﬁEzy'

All inclusive package

_A great weekend of outhack flying
and social activities.

Hurey! - numbers limited to
just 40 gircraft - be there.

For further information and application forins
contact Mr John Mock on 050 2368717 ah fax 050

211836 Or P.0, Box 712 MILDURA 3500

L]
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#  BK - FLINDERS RANGES - BK &%

BY SUPER 150 WITH AUXILIARY TANK AND LONG RANGE FUEL CAPABILITY.

During the last week of June I was starting to feel an overpawering urge to Up
and Away due to husiness having taken me overseas causing definite withdrawal

symptoms from lack of flying.

Luckily for me (but not for him}, a friend whose business had gone bust also
felt he needed to have a break, so into the Rirtourer and off te Broken Hill
via Parkes, I elected to fly BK PKS filling main tank only then with the help
of our President, who carried out the refuelling, departed direct PKS-BHI by
GPS with a headwind, about 3 4 hours but absolutely no concern re fuel state,

I tock off from PKS on main tank and at cruise switched to ALY returning to
main 6 minutes before one hours ruming so as not to disturh my passenger with

faltering engine saunds.

Filled the main aonly at BHI for the shorter trip to Wilpena Pound actually
using the Arkapena strip excellent E/W 900m 1500ft gravel, with ground
transport by Wilpena Lodge.

Next day, onto Arkaroola via LEC for 2 Litres of oil {nane at BHI}, one in
engine and one spare plus fill all tanks.

Arkaroocla resort is looking a bit tired but has an excellent Airstrip
nonetheless, Doug Spriggs the son of the owner of Arkarocla lent us a 4WD
after we had admired his Auster. We were very interested in a drill rig being
carried on a Centurion tank minus its turret powered by huge 12 cylinder Rolls
Royce Petrol engine an obvicus descendent of the Merlin.

After 2 days spent exploring the arid and extremely rugged ranges the ridge-
. back tour organised by the resort is really not to be missed and $100.00 per

person for what amounts to almost a full day in a purposly built 4WD. We left
Arkaroola for Urisino Station tracking direct by GPS, a trip taking only 2
hours 10 minutes, but the same procedurre with fuel tank usage except this
time only 4 minutes short of the hour on AUX and I believe if we run to the
tank to exhaustion we would see an hour at cruise.

Urisino is great value at $35.00 per head B & B and has an approximate N/S
sandy strip of 900m at 29° 45°, 143° 46°'.

Urisino is a very early heritage homestead constructed of mud brick surrounded
by fascinating relics of its 150 years use as a homestead for what was then a
vast spread. There are the remains of large market garden and orchards that
were fed by a hand built stone dam and we were told at one stage they employed
some 60 Chinese gardeners engaged in producing sufficient food for what was
obviously a large workforce hack in the late 19th century.

Our hosts Andrea and Paul Hansen (Sky Divers turned Cameleers), kindly got in

a drum of Avgas for me and in return I gave them and their 3 friends each an
Arobatic session, certainly as much fun for yours truly as for them.
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Left Urisino for TWN (Tooraweenah near Warrumbungles), again direct with full
tanks an easy 2 4 hours flight. Overnight there in an english style B & B with
a very friendly couple who are prepared to lend their car for $20.00 to see
the Warrumbungles then BK via Mudgee in poor WX but over the top near the
range at 7,500 descending into clear WY at BK.

Rway 7 days, some 15 hours ‘flying and thanks to Alan Woods auxiliary tank a
great deal more freedom tao explore the cutback between fuel stops. Consumed
nearly 500 litres of fuel and 2 litres of ail.

HUGH HKNOX.

ok & &

AIRTOURER CO-OP NEWS

The Co-Op has purchased the remaining spares and 2 broken A/C
fram Mark Leech at Quirindi, they have been delivered as far as

the Aeroplane Jelly Company.

We have resgld the braoken aircraft to Mike Fisher who intends to
rebuild at least one from the two wrecks. Alan and I spent a
Saturday helping Mike load up half the aircraft.

Still little demand from our Australian members, however, inter-
nationally quite busy - we have just guoted on new legs for an
Airtourer in South Africa, we have not heard from thexre befare.

Thanks to thase Co-0p members for purchasing our stainless steel
screw kit as an aid to achieving the governments wish for active

members, anyone who has not yet sent in the $10.00, I would
appreciate payment.

Please keep the orders rolling in. We now have very good quality

stocks of windscreens and canapy halves.

H. KNOX - (Secretary)

AIR MUSEUM VISIT.

An invitation has been extended to the Airtourer Assoc. members
by Keith Gaff, the President of the Moorabbin Air Museum, to
stage a flyin to Moorabbin and enjoy dinner and a leisurely

browse without the clamour of other visitors . The plan is to
fly in 8aturday the 6th of November during the afterncon and
have dinner in the display hangar. An excellent meal at

reasonable cost is promised in a very atmospheric setting with
Victa VH-BWI as a back drop. Hopefully a talk by the Test pilot
of the Airtourers c¢an be arranged . We locals will drive,
transport and accommodate overnight if possible and return to
aircraft for departure on the Sunday. Would appreciate an early
response to this offer.. Hector Blemings
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larpa f?ﬂfmﬂm"
by Stan Tille¥

- Had [ overdone it ¥ The decision to again compete (n the fabulaus 2000
Klm around Tasmana Targa Car Rally in my elderly fun machine the E
Type laguar was looking like a big mistake, The dates were going to clash
with the Light Awrceaft Fiving Championships and | was committed to defend
a Gold raedal accidentally won the vear before,

S¢ L dig 4 pamie and got wmvself and every one else in a frenzyv. Then 1
checked the dates and found that 1 could fit both 1n the same week. Second
panic was over the slow progress of a gearbox rebudd in the Jag. Third panic
was about a2 navigator.Last vears navigator was wisely awav in Europe. Ex
Redex round Australia. our verv own Alan Wood was not available so mv son
Victor was pressed into service. Bonnte too was pressed into action as the
support team and backup car. Fourth panic should have been to get last vears
brake [luid replaced. 1 did not have the fourth panic until [ ran out of brakes
- because of the old brake [luid boiling - at around 160 k as we approached a
sharp hairpin with a pair of Ferraris ‘spun out and very much in the way.

Once again we had a ‘ball’. Times were constderably faster this vear
which required even more determined driving. During one Targa stage mv
navigator was writing, The conversation went some thing like this ;

‘What are vou doing?” "Writing a post card™ "Who to? “Last years navigator
‘What are vou saving?' “"Wish vou were here

New sections were added giving a new dimension. One of the most
exciting for both drivers and the hundreds of spectators was through the
streets of Longford. Bombing the block at its hest.

We were extremely tucky On day one and only two hundred metres
before the finish of an extremely fast Targa section the motor cut completely.
My natural instinet was to brake immediately but Victor was on the pace and
shouted " Let her run. we are well over the average” He was spot on. We
coasted over the finish well within our Targa time. then into and out of control,
The coil lead had dropped out but what we had not previously noticed was
that the new battery had collapsed internally, so for.some time we had been
runeing on alternator power only, Once ‘bump’ started we could not stop the
engine for the rest ol the day so | was very careful not to stall or spin out.
Time allowed for refuelling was utilised to replace the coil, lead and battery
with no penalties.

Luck again was on our side in day live in Rosebery on the West coast. It
was the onlv wel day and it was absolutely pouring. Thank goodness I had
done some work on the three wipers which were now only hopeless and not a
total disaster. The time set was bevond us (and it would seem for most of the
field as the official time was later modified). The road was treacherous.

b
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frudgc,m cars at the focal show was nothing compared to competitor's cars
gyratng and shding alf over the road as we ducked and dived to muss them.
Then it was our turn - aind turn - and wurn. My excuse was that I asked Victor
which wav. then did a guick 360 to show him all the possibilities. Victor savs |
Jost 1t and again I have to admit he was right. |

" The crowd in Rosebery loved it and cheered wildly . { I knew they were
getling bored and needed the excitement) But as | ‘iald we were {ucky. Did not
hit anvthing and lost very liltle time.

Other competitors used up their luck. We were second on the scene of a
rather iremendous crash where a Porsche left the road and flew sideways into
a tree. Thev survived but were injured. We were first on the scene to find TV
personality Glenn Ridge looking not quite so assured because his Porsche was
sitting on its roof and his head was where his feet should have been. Of the
260 cars entered, a lot suffered minor bodv damage but only a few were
involved in serious accidents.

Apart from the coil, brakes and a mvsterious enormous backfire through
the carbies thdtl uccurred several times at very high speed and revs { I suspect
the fuel pump could not cope and the mixture would run lean), the car
behaved well. We [inished [ifth in our class, second fastest 'E' Type and 106th
overall and we have won 2 Targa plate for the second time. ( Not too sure that
[ am pleased about that as the pressure 18 now on o mount a third challenge
and so be eligible lor a Gold Targa and it ig an expensive pastimel) Also
important was that we did not damage or blow up the car,

One highlight was that in Burnie we spent the night with Doug and
Sandra Dow, Most relaxing. Good 1o spend time too with Victor. Thank vou
Victor yvou did a great job. His comment was ” You know Stan there 1s a side to
vou that [ did not know about”
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