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Aaticles fon inclusion in the Newslellen should e sulmitted direct 1o the Editon,

Please enclose payment for any adventisement,

The next Newsletten will be pullished February 1993 Gontailutions and/on
Advent isments prefenally close typed ane to lle with ihe Editon Gy 31.1.93

Adventising Rates

1%

570,00
$20,00

Small adventisement (3 to ¢ Lines)

1

Lange adveritisement.

Cheque Lo fe nude payafile to the Airtounen Association ,
post with copy dinect to the Editon.

EDITORTAL

Our apologies for the standard of certain sections of Newsletter No. 63.
Some articles, printed by computer, seemed clear encugh but turned out ko be

rather bad copy.

We are overjoyed at the amount of literary talent within our ranks. In recent
times we have printed many interesting articles from Hong Kong and New Zealand
but stilt await news from U.K. activities. Maybe our two new members can get

things moving.

Please keep your stories short (max, two pages A4 clearly typed). To keep
costs down and to fit the Newsletter into the standard envelope we cannot
exceed twenty pages. To exceed this will treble our costs (no pun intended).

Thanks to Gerry Lawson for his wonderful cartoons - we hope he has money set
aside for litigation purposes.

On our recent Carnarvon Gorge trip, we were pursued by a Channel 10 Adventure
Holiday crew. Look for a T.V. series around March '93 featuring this spectacu-

lar gorge and maybe a few well known extras.

Had a lovely letter from Betty Rankin who thoroughly enjoyed Parkes and the

Aircruiser revisited bit.
i A
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Safe flying, :
‘John Plummer,

VALE -  PEG JOLLY

Peg passed away on 11th October 1992, Our memories of both her lovely
personality and her efforts on behalf of our association particularly

at the recent A,G.M, Loxton, are still very near and dear. Adrian has
suffered a great loss and we will all miss her very much,




Mungo Revisited

All ready for a 0830 start for Mungo Park. Saturday 6th dawned fine with a
little scattered Cu and COLD. Guess what? Not a drop of hot water in the
house. A quick safety check. Fuse 0,X. Must be gremlins conspiring to keep
us from that goodlunch waiting at Mungo. Eventually got the currents metering
again and were able to depart Donald at 0955. 1 don't know why it took the
early explorers years to find Mungo as we were able to locate it in only

110 minutes only to find it had already been discovered by seven other

Airtourers and a Piper.

After general greetings we made our way to Mungo lLodge restaurant where we

were served a delicious lunch of B.B.Q'd chicken pieces, sausages, and a
variety of salads, with slices, cakes and fruit to follow. With lunch over

we were summoned by a few!!! whistle blasts to the mini-bus and off we went

to the Walls of China, the 33 km lunette along the eastern side of Lake Mungo.
A suggestion was made that a lunette must be a female of something but of

what we never quite established. Having left our footprints on those sands

of time we then had a short hike through the "Grand Canyon" before accompanying
our whistling bus driver back to the information centre where the history of
the area and information on past inhabitants of the Willandra Lakes is

comprehensively exhibited,

Back to Mungo Lodge for the Nav, Trial briefing and a check on a number of
photos identifying several check points on our track back to Mildura.
Unfortunately the trial proved a bit of a fizzer as several of the travellers
did not have enough fuel to go wandering about the countryside and wandering
often seems to be the operative word when it comes to Nav. trials. Some of

the fliers managed to identify a few of the prescribed points but unfortunately
for us the farmer had shifted the paddock with the unworked patch in the middle
after the photo was taken, and wasn't it a tight squeeze flying through the
shed to check the colour of that boat.

We shortcut back to Mildura inte a right hand circuit which, judging by the
commenkts on the radio, was a bit of a surprise te some. Many thanks to Glen
for doing all that preparatory work and I'm glad I didn't win one of those
bouncing trophies, as I may have had trouble explaining it at home, If that
sounds cryptic just ask someone who was there, The dinner at the Thai
restaurant made a good end to the first day of the fly-in.

We leave it to someone else to report on the rest of the weekend. Postscript.
Congratulations to Doug Stott from we amateur navigators for his first trip
to Melbourne in command of the Dash 8.

Bob & Graeme Gilmour.

PATRON OF THE ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION HONOURED,

It was announced in the Queens Birthday Honours list that our Patron has been
made a Member of the Order of Australia. Members of the Airtourer Association
need no reminder of the contribution that Henry has made to aviation. His
Airtourer design and its derivatives have trained three decades of civil and
military pilots worldwide, While we as Airtourer owners enjoy the product

of Henry's mind every day we fly the whole community benefits from those
former students he trained at the Aerospace Department of the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology. Throughout the Regulatory Authority and the
Aviation Industry can be found the former students from RMIT that have been
trained by Henry. For this contribution to the education of past and future
Aerospace Fngineers, Henry is made a Member of the Order of Australia.

Contratulations Dr. Henry K. Millicer AM.




COPY OF A LETTER TO BRUCE MARTIN ON 6th AUGUST, 1992.

BY HENRY MILLICER, A.M., F.R.Aﬁyﬂa;.F.I.E. aunle

Thank vou for your very nice letter and the photo of "T.P,Y.".

I knew and flew that aeroplane well. It was owned by Victa
Co. for most, if not, all the time since it was produced. I
was very fond of T.P.Y. and have some 60 hours on it,

There are two ways of increasing any aircraft speed. One
is to increase the propulsive power, such as propeller effic-
iency or engine power - and another is to decrease drag. To

improve your prop. efficiency for high speed you can get a
prop. with slightly increased pitch whilst still within the
standard tolerance offl1". It may cost you some R.P.M., loss
on climb ( and rate of c¢limb ) - but it is still acceptable.
Another way 1s to fly your aircraft at a slightly highex
R.P.M. - 2650 is still acceptable and liked by the engines
and maﬁufacturers, particularly at altitude of 6500 - 7000 £t.,
which will give you full throttle plus mixture well leaned.
Lin Heffernan and Randy Green, both our test pilots { Lin -
instructor=6000 hours ) advised me how to do it. Lin always
flies at 71 - 75% power. At your full throttle height your
engine runs most efficiently. I will now describe how to
get your A/C. on "The Step". Gel say 200 - 250 feet above
the height you want to cruise at and then slowly dive on to
your reguired height. Whilst retrimming and pulling the
mixture out ( leaning it out } the aircraft will sit noticeably
nose down and -~ will really ( on the step ) hike. it

should indicate 105 - 106 K IAS ® 120 TAS. The air must be
smooth for this exercise, If your speed drops through an

alr bump or your inattention - start all over again. You
will enjoy flying it this way, instead of sitting still at
the bottom of speed curve. .

If your aircraft does not perform like that, then perhaps it
has a lot of drag due to leaks through the seals deterioration.
The way to find out where the air is coming in and getting out
of your cockpit ( the greatest source of drag ) is to have

a couple of feet long stick with a coloured taft { wool ) at
its end and use it as a sniffer, whilst somebody else is

flying your aircraft. Try it all round the edges of canopy
top, sides and rear, and near the hole of the trim lever,

A real gale will come out of it, You will also find a’

lot of air being sucked out of your canopy top and sides
.around the front hoop. When it does, it means new seals are
needed, otherwise a losgs of 1lift and the drag increase will
result. It probably, you'll find, comes in at the back of
and the slot for the canopy. Very soft seals have to be used,
hard "P" type are not good at all, because you cannot physically
compress them sufficiently to seal. On the Victa Adrcruiser

{ 4 seater ) door we used very effectively the "Z*" type seal,
which we pinched from the "Volkswagen" motor car door., Dunlop
made it for us later and we used it on some late Airtourers.
Yours, being an older model, probably has not got it. You
could get it, though, from the car wreckers, I'm sure.

If a lot of air comes in through the trim lever hole it means
that it gets in through the rear of the fuselage holes for
the control rods and cables. Believe it or not - there 1is
pressure at the rear of the sgstreamline body, I did prove it



by sealing off the rear fuselage on one of the frames, by
means of a large flat rubber seal with a hole for the

elevator push pull rod. That seal on your A/C. probably
needs renewing. If you still want more speed, say an
extra 2 - 3 knots, you can put on wheel fairings, which

Stuart Hilsberg will tell you where to buy and how to
install them -~ they have to be properly installed with
very small clearance holes for wheels and proper fairings
around the leg to axle nuts.

Otherwise, keep your aeroplane c¢lean and polished, especially

the bottom wing surface. Actually, more ’ flow
is possible on the bottom surface, because of more favour-
able pressure gradient. Remember, by sealing properly

their standard Grumman Avenger in the full scale wind
tunnel Nasa people reduced its profile drag by 41%!

That's enocugh lecture for now!!
With best regards.

Yours sincerely,

S Ervy Mo [//‘5(;_?/

Henry Millicer,

ATRTOURER SYNDROME

Monday, 21st September, 1992, writing this in my (Bill's) office and
concentrating hard so as not to grin while people present me with the usual
Monday morning problems, I hear someone outside 'sotto voce'" - "Struth, did

he win the lottery or something?!!",

The reason?....... a peculiar disease we have decided to call "The Airtourer
Syndrome", obviously highly contageous since the only place we have been is
the President's Fly-in at Parkes 921 (Returned last night).

We would sincerely like to express our thanks to all who were present for the
wonderful welcome to us as new members, Our only complaint is that two days

and nights are insufficient time to have a proper conversation with fifty or

sixty people! We hope to rectify this problem at future gatherings!

Pity about the weather Saturday, as on Sunday we had a fantastic trip home,
CAVOX, under and over scattered infant stratus. With the wind in the right
direction we were able to engage the propulsion department in "overdrive"

and streak back to Redcliffe, GPS'ing at 130k over the ground most of the way,
aided by a direct clearance Warwick to Redcliffe from our friendly Brisbane ATC,

Once again, our sincere thanks for a great weekend and we look forward to

seeing some of you at Carnarvon Gorge.
tvy

Bill Pennell
Lorraine Howson

ATRTOURER ASSOCTATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

14.11.92 ) Fly-In Grampians, Victoria

15.11.92 )

2%.3.93 ) Annual General Meeting, Lake Cargelligo, N.S.W.
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THE 1992 PRESIDENTS FLY-IN AT PARKES

In my diary the Presidents Fly-Tn is one of the must do events of the Airtourer
calender, and this year again justified that view.

It would be too much to outline all the large and smaller things that happen
so lets look at just a few.

What is a Presidents Fly-In?

To best describe it I quote Des Heffernan '"here are people from all walks of
life, joined together by a common interest and having a good time". Yes,
its a chance to meet old friends or make some new ones, to talk about aero-
planes, most particularly Airtourers, do some flying or go on a local bus
tour (which was to Forbes this year) or just hang about the aeroclub eating

and drinking.

To do the latter we were again hosted by the hard working Parkes Aeroclub
members who ensured we were welcome and well fed — not a small effort with

so many people in attendence,

My guest for the weekend was Tony Shakeshaft, and as Betty Rankin observed
it is a funny name. However, the story is that Tony had his first nervous
flight in a light a/c, my Airtourer, a few months ago. He has now started
to take flying lessons, be it in a Cessna, but an Airtourer has again opened

up a whole new world for someone,

I asked Tony. of his thoughts on the gathering, as well as enjoying himself,
he noted "that here are people who use their aircraft and go out and enjoy
them". And who could deny it, with little aecrobatic and formation flying

displays going on all Saturday and into Sunday. We do enjoy our aircraft.

Of course the sight of the AIRCRUISER in the aircraft line up wvas something

that excited most everyone. Des Heffernan was able to use the four seats on
hand to bring a party of his own, his daughter, son-in-law and Nyal, a quiet
man who relishes real aerobatics. Not that its all flying.

After a well received evening meal Liz Matthews wound up the piano and "that
woman' Beryl Marshall had everyone singing a stirring rendition of the Victa
National anthem. Well almost everyone.

John Treble found that an upturned wine glass may just excuse him from
joining in. .I hope Jerry Lawson can draw us something that captures that moment.

The Roll Call:

Liz and Tony Matthews Beryl and Lindsay Marshall
Ray " Karen Abernethy - Mike Fisher, Tony Shakeshaft
Bob " Pat Peak Alan and Merle Wood
Peg " Adrian Jolly Ron Stiebel, Andy
Phil Usher, Graham Wood " Maureen and Hugh Knox
Bill Pennell, Loraine Howson ' Frank and Jean Murray
Andy and Jane Morris Roy and Judy Riddel
Bruce Martin George Penfound
. Des Heffernan, Nyal, Julie and her husband
Ken and Jean Bell Paul Cary
John and Leonie Plummer Hector Blemings, David Green
Stuart Hilsberg (in both car and aeroplane) :
Gerry Lawson, Betty Rankin Stan and Bonnie Tilley
Col Taylor and Margaret Nancy and Ray Wells
Peter and Marjorie Roach Colleen and Jack Murray, Janette &
John and Doreen Treble Geoff Roberts

And all the aeroplanes.
Mike Fisher.
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THE GREAT OSHKOSH EXPRESS

At last the day arrived to depart ann ths "Grezat Osithoshk
Express”. The usual gueues and chaos at Sydney Alrport, where
ve were all issued with our bush hats and ved pola shirts.

1t seemed a lorg {light to Horolulu, even for thozse who
had paid a deposit early esnoughlh to gualify for sz=ats in
business class, which were definitely more comfortable than
those further backhk.

We were shepherded through Immigration snd Customs §in
fairly vrecord time at Honolulu. then back on board for the
long seconrd leg, zlthougih this was wmore interesting as rau
could at least see things down below.

There was great ewcitement as we anpprosached Oshkosh,
Mast of the passengerz changed into their red shirts. and awven
members of the flight crew vwho hadn’t been thers befare hkspt
sneaking to the windows to see what was coming  up. auy
Captain hadn’t hkad soc wmuch fun for wvears, doivg ot passes
around the towun and lield.

Uhen we disembarked. there was a Inot oif shulf{ling sround
villile everwvone took photos and mwade speseches  and the TV
cameiras churned awavy. Meanwhils the bagasge was beina lpaded
up to be taken to the University rooms for us.

The E.A.4. had arvanged for us to buwy our Aidr Ghoti nmasses
that afternocon, zo we all piled intc a (leet of velicw schocl
puses tand ves, they are exactly like the chnes in the "Lithls
Golden Books"!) and were convoved to the other stde af the
field toc the ticket office. This ssaved us having ko hattl
wWith tive hordes on the official opening next day. Thern bac
irn the buses and aon to the Dormitories, wvhere we collscted our
baggaqe fram the sidewalk and booked into ouyr rooms. These
are fairly basic, with +two single beds, chairs, dezbiz, chest
sl drawers and wardrobes (plus small fridge), but camiortable
enocugh {or the weel. Sopme then collaosed in a heap. and s=ome
of us hopped i the shuttle bus and went back to the aivfield,
vibhare we saw  what was probably  one of the best (unofficial)
fiving displays of the show. inctudina the Harrier at the end.

One  of the advantages of stavinga inm the yoows st ths
Upiversit~ iz having access to the f(reauent shuttle buses to
get to and from the airfield, without the hassles of parbkinrg
and getting tied wup in traffic jams. Another advanrtage is
that vouw don't have to diess unp for dinnker. The dinina
rooms/cafeterias are close to the dorms. and wou can crawl off
tlhe bus after a day’s walking at the Showm., a guick wmash anvd
Brush ug, and into the diming roaom for as much food as vou can
stuflf intc vou. Thew certainly know how to =at, tho=e

=4
IS

Amer icans!

Until -vou have actually been there, it’'s impossible to
visualise the sheer size of the Oshkash show, Just mile upon
mile upon mile of aircraft, displavzs, forum tents, workshobps.

and of course the ly Market, The (rustrations of sesing so0
many useful things to buv and agonising whether you could cram
it ints an already overloaded case! To mav nothing of the

frustrations of trving to find some particutar thing agsin in
the maze of stalls.

There vere forums going on all davy and every day on &#vear’
conceivable subject - vyou needed to study the programne
beforehand to decide what vou wanted to listen to ~ and there
were practical workshop sessions on a like ranqge. metalworlk,




riveting, welding, timbesr framina. labric covering. etc., etc.
There seemed to be {lying displays going on all the time,
but the official Air Show took place each day from 4 p.m. to &

or 4.30 (or later?}. The highlight of sach davy was the
parachute drop and the lags. Evervwuhere vou looked inn the
sk there were parachutists trailing smoke and doing
incredible manceuvres, Sone with f(lags hanging beneath,

including the biggest imaginable "Stars and Stripes”. and all
the time wvarious aircraft {a different =election esach dav}
zooming up and around all - this. a spectacle of noise and

colour. As the flags descended, the National Antham  was
plavyed and sung over the F.A. and 9% of people there stood
and bared their heads and sang too - and they meant it! b

do Americans have sucih huge national pride and Australians so
little?

Each display was different - lots of sercbatics, but each
with a wvastly different style, from the sharp, precise,
anguiar stvle of the Russian Sukhai, to the {luid ballet like
flyirng of the French Caonnection {how Ccan they (lv so close?),
to the slow wmajestic curves of the Beech € 13, and the

absolutely impossible manceuvres of Sean Tucker in his 350
h.p. Pitts 5-2%. Eveh Stam Tillevy was open mouthsd at thst
digplavy! Then there vere the wing-wmalkers, and the ore that

had wheels -oi the top as well as  the bottom. so that it was
fhard to see whether he was landing right wey up or not, and
vwhat a perfarmance to get in and out when it was upsidse doun.

Fer formances by the UWar Birds uwere veryrggpular‘ and wverw
impressive in numbers alone. - Where Australisns are inpressed
with the siaht of & single Pustsng; just imagine the feelings
on seeing a couple of dbzen lined up. Ard how many of us have
seepn ©So mary D25 Mitchell bombers flwing araound all at ance
{except for those involved back in war days)™ .

Owe very interesting evenirg at the "Theatre in the
Voods" was the appearance of Chuck Yeager and 4 other aces who
ilew P51 Mustangs with the 337th Fighter Group. Their tales
of war days and exploits held the audience of several thousand
enthralled.

Ever» night there was entertainment. .talks, etec.., at the

Theatre in the Woods. Same found their entertainment at
places like Kellwy's Bar, where mwmany a strange accent was
heard, anhd tall tales told, The Alrtouwrer contingent got
together owe evening fuor a vers znjovable dinner at  "Butch’s
Anchor Inn” - good {aood, good company - what more could one
viant .

The International Yisitors®’® Tent was a godsend at the
Show - sSomewhere to  wmeet up with friends, leave MesSsages. and
31T DOWN and rest those ob- so-weary feet.

~ Then of course there was the International Visitors’
Farty — beer, bezr anhd more beer -~ sSome of us were sitting
mexwt to a table of Argentinians with extremely limited Criglish
(irn fact practically nonel, but Bonnie battled on with soms
Spanish and did well. Ve won't tell who mistook somebody’s
giant camper-van for the last bus home! -

Ve were very lucky with the wueather for the week of the
Show. We were told that the weathear f(or wesks before had been
very unsettled and unseasonsable, but we had =ome {ine days
{although 2 bit tos wmuch wind, whiclh affected =ome of the
aerokatic displays? and only one wet aftermoon.
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One of the essential places to vizit was the E.A.A Musewn
and Pioneer Airport, just a short shuttle bus ride [rom
Wittman Field, So many interesting things to look at, What a
long way aviation has come in such a few vears.

For those who didn’t want to look at aeroplanes all day
and every day, other shuttle buses ran regular trips to local
shopping centres, where there was a great selection of factor:y
outlet shops and all sorts of other treasure-houses.

The issue of red shirts and bush hats to the "Oshkosh
Express” travellers was a great idea -~ evervywhere we went at
the GShow, people would recognise us as  Aussies and strike up
conversations, all so interested to hear about our cauntry and
flying conditions here, and what aircraft we flew, and what we
thougiht of Oshkosh. We did hear towards the end that there
were some  falrly attractive offers being made for the barter

cf shirts and hats!
All tobp soon the week was over, and all the visitors

departing. 5o many aviators come such long distances every
Jeal for the Show. The organisation of such a huge event is
something unbelievable, considering that a very large
proportion of the people involved are wvolunteers. They
certainly do & fantastic jab. One of the most impressive
things is the absolute cleanliness of the whole plsace. Mo -one
drops a bit of litter anyuwhere! What a lesson Australian air
shows ctould jearn from Oshkosh.

Pat and Bob Peak.

CT4 Airtrainer _
Inservice with the R,A.A.F. - A new publication

Of late, I have been trying unsuccessfully to buy sheet music for "Phantom
of the Opera" so, when I received through the post a parcel from a Mr. A.L.
Webber I thought that maybe Andrew himself had come to my rescue.

However the contents turned out to be a copy of a well presented 40 page
book titled as above in which the author Alan L. Webber has compiled the

acro biography of each and every CT4 to date.

After reading this illustrated publication for the second and third time
(yves, T too suffer from Airtourer Syndrome) one can be forgiven for believing
that the CT4 is somehow destined to be around for some time — even the new
Aerospace Academy at Tamworth has purchased a number of the aircraft for

training purposes.

The book has been written with an eye for detail with many interesting feat-
ures especially for historians and those of us who may be contemplating purchase
of an ex R.A.A.F, CT4,

Copies are available at $11.50 each. Single copies and bulk orders require
an extra $1.50 for postage and may be obtained from, A.L. Webber, 7 Portsmouth

Crescent, Grovedale, Victoria 3216.

If inadvertantly you took home from Parkes a copy of this book, Hector
Blemings of P.0., Box 1 Ballybracken, Yarragon Vic 3823, would appreciate

return of same.
John Plummer,
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Fiving the C74

After having heard from Airtourer enthusiast and friend Hugh Knox
that Airtrainer | was available for private hire at Auckland, I.have been
trying to work out just how to get there. Airtrainer 1, or ZK-DGV is the
original airtrainer prototype developed by the New Zealanders from Henry
Millicers four seater Aircruiser design. Differences were considerable in the
cabin and control area .For military work a lift up, jettisonable canopy and
control sticks on the floor were required just to name a couple of the many
changes made. Yet the CT4 as it became is still very much a Henry' work
of art.

I was particularly interested, so made a point of getting a stopover in
Auckland on the way back from Oshkosh . About 10 years ago [ had
travelled to Hamilton NZ ,after a lengthy period of correspondence, to iry
and buy DGV. At the time it was undergoing a major inspection so was not
flying but there were also a few problems. The wing was a ‘one off’ so had
a spar life of 1500 hours {of which some 700 had already been flown), It
also had a fuel system which every now and then got an air lock. This had
twice embarrassed Cliff Tait the test pilot, once when the aeroplane
siopped whilst flying at the Paris Airshow | The New Zealanders would not
sell the aeroplane until the (uel sysiem had been modified to that currently
used in the Australian Air Force CT4 Bs. However the real problem came
from the Australian Department of Aviation who would not issue a Type
Certificate unless I did a complete certification program in Aust. which
would have cost easily $20,000 dollars. (I pointed out that the Australian
Air Force were operating around 76 of the aeroplanes but was told * That
has nothing to do with it")

Needless to say the current NZ owners { Warbirds) are delighted that
my purchase did notl eventuate, so were equally delighted to let me fly
THEIR aeroplane. | immediately noticed some changes to DGV, for instance
the goose neck control sticks had become straight and it appears that the
NZ owners have done well. Some time after the aeroplane was sold, the
factory wanted to ‘borrow’ it back for demonstration purposes. The 'price’
included a new engine and paintwork, plus a new control system, fuel
system and a total new wing with a 17,000 hour life. What about the
flying?

I had briefly flown an Airforce CT4 and again noticed the smooth six
cylinder Continental , the solid heavier feel and finish combined with the
superb visibility we Airtourer owners love., But the extra weight does
outweigh the benefits of the 210 HP as the rate of climb is not exciting.
Cruise is a steady 125 knots, with a solid feel and good stability, but still
rather noisy including some canopy whistle.The aeroplane has pleasant
elevator response and loops nicely helped of course by the fuel injection
which keeps the power on whilst inverted. Rolls are disappointing. With the
reversion to straight ailerons and flaps rather than Henry's more advanced
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flapperon design used on the Airtourer, roll rate is slower. Surprisingly
Airtrainer 1 rolled faster to the right which is against engine torque.

Barrel rolls,stall turns and the spin are all pure Airtourer but a little
heavier and are delightful. Because of the age of the 'tail feathers' the
owners do not snap DGV but allowed a Porteus loop, that is a loop with a
positive snap at the top,which it performed nicely. Eventually I had to
decide that it was time to stop having fun and return to the airfield. Like
the Airtourer, the Airtrainer lands like a dream.Sure they both have a very
high rate of descent but the landing was a real 'greaser'. I did not disagree
with the owner who said "You have done that before"

My conclusions were that both aeroplanes are very similar . 1
personally prefer the 150hp Airtourer which is much more lively, climbs
better, rolls faster and is much more sprightly and agile in aerobatics. But
there are times when it would be VERY NICE to have 125 knot cruise and a
third seat and still be accepted by the Airtourer Association.

Stan Tilley.

TRIP TO TAMWORTH

While visiting friends at Tamworth Colleen and myself visited the British
Aerospace/Ansett Flying College Pty. Ltd. at Tamworth aerodrome to check out their

new Airtourers (and what a beautiful piece of equipment),

Fortunately we introduced ourselves to lan Patry {ex Newcastle boy) who is the Stores
Supervisor there and who gave us a guided tour of their maintenance hanger and a

close inspection of their Airtourer CT-4B series.

[ believe they are also buying 24 Tobagoes and 8 Senacas. The accommodation for

" the cadets is a first class block of home unit style living quarters set out among

landscaped lawns and gardens.

To see this set up is worthwhile a visit to Tamworth, a beautiful town with good

country people,

We were led to believe that a little twisting of the arm through the right channels
would give the Airtourers Association access to a close inspection of the whole

scheme. Worth thinking about.

JACK MURRAY
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MILDURA - JUNE LONG WEEKEND

Well what can you say to a great weekend, For all those people who missed out commiserations.

Geoff & Janette Roberts, Jack & Colleen Murray flew down in the "Stretched Airtourer/Bonanza IOL" leaving
Cessnock at lunchtime on the Friday and arriving Mildura Airport some 3.5 hours later. On arrlving Adrian &
Peg Jolly, Hector and Wendy Bleming had already arrlved and with the assistance of Doug & Sue we all
proceeded Into town in a "Stretched Limo" all for the sum of $2.50 per couple. What a way to go from a

"Stretched Airtourer” to a "Stretched Limo".

On Friday night after being Introduced to Glenn Sturgess we all went to dinner at a lovely motel down the
street where Sue works and had a great (large) meal (of which most of us could not finish).

On the Saturday morning we had a look at downtown Mildura while the others went to Lake Mungo for a
BBQ lunch and a Nav trlal on the return trip, In the afternocon we took a taxi back to the airport to see
everyone arrlve and Jack was glven the task of taking the times of prop stop for the Nav irial, Unfortunately
Jack was doing all very nice thank you in talking to people as each airtourer arrived and forgot the

responsibility In hand (what else is new).

We then all left the airport in the coach chartered for the weekend and went to the motel for a quick shower
and change to depart for the Trentham Cliffs Winery/Restaurant on the banks of the Murray River for dinner.
This is an absolutely beautiful venue with lovely food and atmosphere. The old Paddle Steamner "Avoca” came
down the river on her night cruise with lights ablazing and people enjoying themselves and it was great to be

part of it.

On Sunday we went for a coach trip to Woodsies Gem Factory, an Orange Farm where Lindsay tried to buy a
1907 tractor (which needed a little work) but unfortunately Beryl was not Impressed, so Lindsay missed out
taking his new found prize back to the farm in the airtourer, some task. Lunch and sight seeing at Wentworth
was next on the agenda; a few of us won on the poker machines but the rest just gave a donation to the

Club. '

After lunch we went on a tour of the Mildara Winery and quite a few people were drunk on the fumes of the
brandy and wine. We were then given a lesson on "Aussie Rules” in the coach for us N.S.W. folk were
ignorant on the scoring of this game but well informed on "Ruby League”. It seems that Victorian people do
not know all that much about the game. as Adrian & Lindsay could not even tell us what the scores meant.
That should get a few bites. After a quick shower we had dinner at a Chinese/Thal restaurant where some of
us were awarded prizes for listening to the commentry in the coach {may I say all of the winners were ladies -
maybe they take notice of everything that the males tell them), Of course we can't tell you of the prizes that
were awarded on the night but we are sure that they carme from a Sex Shop somewhere. Geoff Roberts took
ours home but 1 wonder what he did with them? When you see him ask him. John Treble also won an
‘Implement’ probably to enhance him. Doreen will be ever so pleased. Well done Glenn Sturgess it certainly
made the patrons of the restaurant very interested In all the laughter and some very red faces including the four
of us, the people at the top table and of course John & Doreen.

After a short sleep back at the motel John Treble was very worried about the whereabouts of the coach the
next morning as they said it would be there at 9.30 a.m. and where was it at 9.37 a.m. (he had plans and
arrangements made to go to the outback) to follow the track of one of our great explorers.

After a look at the bad weather we again took off in our "Stretched Afrtourer IOL" bound for Cessnock but the
weather closed in and we spent the night at West Wyalong. The next morning was slightly better weather so
we headed for Cessnock.

We have to thank all the people who put in a lot of organising and work to make the weekend a great one
especially Doug & Sue, Glenn Sturgess and Mildura C.F.I. {Jack) who was gracious enough to supply us with
weather information and fax our flight pian to Cessnock. :

Jack & Colleen Murray
Geoff & Janetie Roberts
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- CARNARVON GORGE -~

As seen by
Hugh Knox & Maureen Knox
in Airtourer MWR.

Having arranged some time off work, coupled with a desire to get
away from Sydney's unseasonably cold wet weather, western Queen-

sland looked pretty good.

After some discussion Maureen and I originally decided that perhaps
Moree would be a good spot to break the trip, as we planned to
depart Bankstown on Thursday the 22nd (Oasis lodge was not avail-
able until the Friday), however, at the last minute Maureen felt
once in the air it would be better if we flew direct to Roma,

Thursday morning we left Bankstown at 11.30 a.m. with the usual
stratus, somewhat broken, however it was enough to make flying
unpleasant, it gradually lifted as we headed North through the
Hunter Valley towards Scone. We landed at Quirindi for fuel where
the skies were clear and as forecast a Southerly airstream of some
20 - 25 Knots gave us a ground speed over the entire trip of an
average 130 knots plus, and armed with the trusty GPS, after

departing Quirindi my next waypoint was Roma.

We arrived Roma at 4.00 p.m., tracking up through Mungindi and

St. George (the strip at Mungindi looked very rough but a welcone
sight in otherwise very featureless country). We had arranged
with the Motel at Roma that we would ring for a pick up, Maureen
was quite surprised when we saw a local in a large Stetson hat
approaching with a familiar face, no, it wasn't the Motel owner

it was Peter Tuck, now without an Aeroplane owing to MRZ's demise
at Stradbrook Island, he was very pleased to gsee Airtourer's back
in Roma. John Plummer had arrived prior to us and we spent the
next hour with Peter Tuck visiting every motel in the area trying
to locate them, which we eventually did at the club hotel where we
had dinner and were joined shortly thereafter by Peter and lots of

flying talk.

The next morning as you would expect of the outback clear blue
skies and we got away from Roma for Ingelara at 10.00 a.m., John
in his 115 taking off ahead of us, we arrived some 45 minutes
later simultaneously with the Qasis lodge four wheel drive however
with no John or Leonie. A little time later they arrived after
having had to retrace their steps to Injune due heavy smoke haze
from bush fires that made map reading difficult, however, we
tracked direct courtesy of GPS (what did we ever do without the

thing).

There followed a wonderful weekend of bushwalking and on Saturday
we were joined by three more aircraft and their crew;
OVV a T6 (Roy & Judy)
XVV another T6 (Bill & Lorraine)
MRL a super 150 (Col and Margaret).

It was on a major bush walk organised by Oasis lodge the accommo-
dation was super (pity we could not say the same about the food),
however, figuratively speaking, having walked this track before
in as much as Channel 10 from Brisbane turned up wanting to film
us as part of an adventure series they were doing at the gorge.
With much talk of also filming the aircraft, however, when we
left they were too tired to get up and do the filming so we
assume the segment won't be used.
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An altogether wonderful weekend with plenty of walking during the
day and good company in the evening. Everyone planned to depart
on Monday, the three Saturday arriving aircraft leaving early,

BQW and MWR later. John and I went with the early departees to
take photographs and also chase the cattle off the runway. We
returned later for a similar performance prior to our take off,
after which we circled the Gorge and set heading for Roma for fuel
prior to MWR going to Archerfield and BQW to its base Caboolture,

a very bouncy ride. '

Having spent a day on business on Tuesday, Maureen decided to
spend extra time in Brisbane, so armed with local knowledge from
Ray Abernathy as to how to negotiate the Cunningham Gap through
to Warwick, which when accomplished revealed wonderful conditions
albeit somewhat hazy through to Bankstown via Quirindi a total.
flight time of 4.00 -hours including the refueling stop at

Quirindi.

A few notes for prospective travellers to Carnarvon Gorge;

The Ingelara Airstrip is perfectly adequate for Airtourer operations
at full gross weight however, it is ummarked i.e. no white tyres,
and difficult to pick out, and also has the problem of cattle on
the strip, and having remembered in the recesses of my mind that
cattle face into the wind, I have proved this to be a fallacy as
the beasts were facing in all directions and not giving me a hint
since there is also no wind sock on the property, however, the
Airstrip at Bandana which is shorter and has been the scene of an
Airtourer accident a couple of years ago has a wind sock if there
is any doubt. 1In our case we landed in fairly wind zero conditions
and whilst waiting for BQW, I indicated his landing direction from
the ground, but fouled him up by giving him a a tail wind landing
due to a late wind switch.

Our thanks to John for organising a great weekend and providing
us with tailwinds for each leg.

WELCOME

On behalf of President Tony Matthews and all members of the association,
we would like to welcome the following new members:-

Michael Dale
Rochester
Kent, U.K,

Peter Hunt
Melksham
Wiltshire, U.K.

FOR SALE

VICTA 115/A1 (modified) 150hp VH-MIC

TT 4450  ETR 1800 Hrs  PTR 1000 hrs
Painted red, white and blue in 'Roulettes!

scheme, -
Nav/Com, VOR and ADF and cageable AH.
Immaculate aircraft offered for reluctant
sale, Tel. owner or fax : 002 253822

$55,000 ovno
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA CIVIL AVIATION ORDERS

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY PART 107
SCHEDULE OF AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVES

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS AND NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT Page 15 - 23 July 1992
AD/RAD/47  PERIODIC TESTING OF ATC TRANSPONDERS B/92

Applicable to Equipment:  All ATC transponders.

Requirement:  Perforin a system test in accordance with the requirements contained in United

States Federal Aviation Regulations Part 43 Appendix F.

Compliance: Within 24 calendar months from the effective date of this Directive and thereafter at

either:

a. intervals not exceeding 24 calendar months, or

b. intervals approved in accordance with a System of Maintenance for the
aircraft pursuant to Civil Aviation Regulation 42M.

Note: Consideration should be given to aligning this inspectionitest with that required by
ADIRAD/43.

Background: This Directive is issued to introduce a procedure additional to the transponder self
check prescribed in Civil Aviation Regulations, Schedule 5, Section 5 sub-paragraph
(4)(k) and to align with the requirements of overseas Civil Aviation Regulatory

Authorities.
AL 8/92

CT4 UPDATE

Nil info from RAAF as yet, I have received confirmation in writing
from six interested members to this time.

GPS EXPERIENCE

Recently my Garmin gave a short warning of "memory battery low" then within
an hour of that message followed another "stored data lost". So much for
three to five years!! - it was twelve months to the week from purchase date.
50 the following may be of interest. T purchased from Tandy Electronics
for $3.50 a CR 2430 Battery and replaced it myself, a five minute operation,
Remove from the rear, the aerial, two Phillip head screws, and two nuts, one
at the power socket the other which requires a small socket spanner see
diagram. The internal unit will then ease out of case exposing the circuit
board with battery held with spring clip. Simply remove and replace. Once
reassembled it may require initialization as per hand book if stored data
is lost. Not suggesting you do this if your unit is under warranty but for
future long trips it may be worth replacing if a couple of years old or at

least carry a spare,

ELT PURCHASE

If ten or more members are interested we can purchase the ACK ELB MODEL E-01
at $250.00, a saving of $75.00 per unit. Please contact if interested.
Phone 056--342 421 or 03 859-5793) Unit uses standard Duracell batteries.

Hector Blemings.

I omitted a sketch that Hector enclosed with his '"GPS EXPERTENCE'. However
his description is so clear that even I can follow it, - Ed.
17




NPT TG DO 1Tl

”
¢ b 1 . seeing tLlﬂ. :
3 Eima off the bus atb thg run as
T haa to fuel up., check weazther, lpoad . by then it was after

arant we would not make tnat bim

David my zon-in-iaw was due at werk
scovered head winds of up to 20 knots
ting concerned ve lasht igkt abt LTV,

3om. T wag aﬂxious as
et day. Once aivbhorne [ ai
st ozl tevels, now 1w jot

&'

. conceyn Lncreased on arrival abt Sheppavrton to discover the
Ciwi o ¥ey was away 1 bbhe pocket of an instructoar, a call on the
t2dis and he ethIDPC but time was lost. Suggestion that 7 cut
Ziresor to LIV was 0 re=sisted, last lzgnbt heing a major
worry., Stiil sty nng hena winds at Kilmore andg no% much babtter
meading up o Yan Yean z ; : o iand atb
Toidstream as lighs was fading fast. made a call over the tor.
o vEesponse, atl iookad ok ot of water down the ceoniye and whao
ippeared to be mud and siush so seiected the grass which appeasre’

oe mowa and Tofnad landed on the grass at Lilvdale sevsrel

28 away 2 few days eariier and it was firm. Alas not here ar -

tanding was as 1T oan arvestgr wire had grabbed us, but i

stick nara haclk the nogse wheei staved up the mains down +

35 IodidnT i faeil wery happy J&ih‘“d away in fne 2emi

[RCEST ! i : the mud splattered with
I oo andg no body a*ﬁnni_
Cun. R restiess night
itoand 1 1 had dons anvy
Services and was g’eetea
. bhat oyour Al urer
and Co. had
e zZaid o ng

thanks Eddy.

gusss Lhere ts & f2530n To learn  from thig, For me anywas

NOVEMBER AIRWORTHINESS NEWS

There s nothing major to report this time which is fortunate considering T have just
completed a move from Melbourne to Tamworth. My new address is PO Box 904.
Tamworth. NSW 2340. I can be contacted by 'phone at work (only if urgent though
please) on 067 685199 and after hours on 067 621322,

Believe me I have appreciated the "quiet” couple of months just passed but I can assure
you the Airworthiness Sub-committee is ready to address any problems you refer to
us. Apatt from wishing everybody a very Happy Chrisitnas we would like to remind
you of one of "Murphy's Taws of Physics” and that is " What goes up, isn't always
airworthy".

S.G. Hilsberg
for the Aprworthiness Sub-commitiee.
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Subject: Application against AD/ENG/4 (Lycoming SI 1009AJ)

We are in receipt of your application (DoT 560) undated, against
the requirement of the 12 year calendar TBO requirement stated
in Lycoming Service Instruction number 1009aJ, as required by
Airworthiness Directive AD/ENG/4 amendment 2.

I wish to advise you that advice has been received from our
Central Office {reference F92,/0495 dated 12 October 1992) which
removes the mandatory calendar TBO requirement for engines. An
amendment to AD/ENG/4 has been approved to reflect this change:
and no further action is required by you.

I have enclosed some revised form DA 560 (rev 11/83) for your
retention. The form DoT 560 used in your application has been

superseded.

Yours faithfully,

y

ALAN PREO \
A/DISTRICT AIRWORTHINESS MANAGER

BANKSTOWN NORTH
THE ABQVE HAS BEEN EXTRACTED FROM A RECENT LETTER TO PRESTDENT
TONY MATTHEWS FROM C.A.A.

FORTHCOMING ARTICLES -  NEXT NEWSLETTER
The Roar of the Radial - Stan Tilley
Report on Grampians Fly-In - Hector Blemings
O S
FOR SALE

V“LYCOMING 0235-Cl - 1st Life Engine - 550 HTR - Starter — Carb. — Mags -
Harness - Ring Gear - Log Book.

Col Taylor. Phone 069 202028 AH 223383

AS THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER FOR 1992 OUR PRESIDENT TONY MATTHEWS WOULD
LTIKE TO THANK THE COMMITTEE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THF ASSOCTIATION FOR THEIR
ENTHUSTASTEC SUPPORT DURING THE YEAR AND TO WISH YOU AND YOURS A:-




e Unauthorized Low Flying
o« Unseen Obstructions
o Critical Manoeuvres
e Inattention
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Pesist f!ﬁe fempwm;e ﬁ@ demons: trate ggm« jmwm

— it can have fm%é results !
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