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EDTTORTAL

Late in 1991 all of us, especially those in Queensland, were saddened to
hear of the tragic demise of MRZ with the loss of two lives. MRZ over the
years had travelled country wide attending most of our gatherings principally
with Ken & Jean Bell. No doubt in due course the official veport will shed
some light on what may have happened. The Association was well represented at

the funeral of the two young people.

I haven't heard as to whether the Fchuca & Wangaratta Winery weekend is
still to be held early February. If it is, maybe, before the next Newsletter,
Andy and Jane could write a few lines for us.

By courtesy of Betty Rankin and Richard Sims (the author) this issue
contains the tribal chant sung to the tune of 'A Gordon for Me'. HNo wonder
Sonny and Co were famous throughout the land. For those that have never made
the pilgrimage to Yarrandale, Yalgogrin is a large town down the road from the

Rankins,

In this Newsletter Aussi Wide Aero Services have listed two pages of
Airtourer parts for tender. Seems to be quite an extensive range of components!

More effort please from all those members yet to contribute to the Newsletter.

Maybe I should manufacture a list of future topics and nominate the authors
myself from the alphabetical list of members. What think ye? Till we meet at

Loxton, safe flying!
If g ‘
"/-‘lzz Aty l"‘--..{g

John Plummer
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Early Feb.? Echuca & Wangaratta Winery Weekend? VIC
7.8.9. March Annual -General Meeting Loxton - S.A,
(Accommodation Form herein)

T.B.A, Carnarvon Gorge QLD.

2nd half '92




Joo far to Cairns by Airtourer?

Some years ago whern our son in law,Steve, was struggling with an
external Science Degree that he was attempting at Rockhampton University
College, as well as holding a very full time and responsible sub-editors job
on the Brishane Sun, we announced that when the degree was awarded we
would help celebrate.So when Steve graduated on the 29th.June this

year,we just had to be there.

Leaving Hobart on the 24th. planning to overnight at Canberra, we
were immediately confronted with the usual headwinds and rather dire
predictions that because of adverse weather, we would soon be returning.
In fact the Bass crossing was quite pleasant but slow, to our first refuelling
at Welshpool.Thence off again direct over the mountains to Eildon with
ever increasing headwinds of 55 knots giving us a ground speed now down
to 65. Not surprised when Albury TAF changed to 'non VMC and a 180 was
required,together with a change of plan. Here it is worth mentioning that
Bonnie and I had spent a couple of hours the night before playing with my
new 1oy’ - so all I had to do was to press 'go to Mangalore’ and ‘'magic’ up
came course, distance and ET A, together with a course direction indicator
(CDI). Yes | You guessed correctly - the new toy is a GPS navigation box
and it's not a ‘toy' it's just super. Anyway by Wangaratta it was raining
with lowering cloud and fading light, so that was it for the night.

Still raining next morning but reasonable cloud base so ‘Canberra here
we come’. Not quite so simple as it was necessary to get into CB via
Burrinjuck (but ever so much easier with the GPS ). Ground speed into CB
was 165,even though we were indicating only 110,50 it was a pleasure to
getl a request from approach control to "Advise again model and type”.
Needless to say a weather check was in order and the advice was “Get out
soon”, Just time for a quick lunch with my brother John, who had just
undergone yet another operation to help overcome the damage caused by a
broken neck from a push bike fall. Now enroute to Parkes but siraight into
the wind. Arrived to a great welcome from Liz and Tony Matthews ,our
Airtourer Association President so a certain amount of restrained’
celebration took part. Wonderful hosts.

Next morning I guess that the red’ haze wasn't entirely due to the
now brilliant weather, but the 'Go to' button was pressed and Quirindi was
it. Here we renewed our [riendships with Mark and Peter Leech and
ofcourse MTL was really welcome as she was rebuilt here in the 80's. The
aeroplane was running beautifully but I took the opportunity to replace a
possible suspect circuit breaker.After refuelling,I pressed the route’ button
which led us all the way to Archerfield Brisbane over various en-route
reporting points. It was when AF ground asked "Confirm no sar.no details
flight from Parkes?” that I had a slightly guilty feeling. Sure it was quite




legal but VERY unusual for one who normally flies FULLSAR everywhere.

Maybe I should just be careful not to rely too much on the GPS even though
it gives exact position continuously. Another disadvantage too, there was no
one here to meet us.With no plan,no information could be given to either of
my two Brisbane daughters who had telephoned flight service for a time of

arrival i

Couple of beaut days in BN before heading up to Rockhampton.As well
as us two there were four others needing to get to Rocky.Three decided to
go by train,ten hours,one by commercial airline,one and a half hours and
we took two and a half hours. Interesting !

All the ceremony and festivities went off particularly well and a great
time was had.Then sutrprise of surprise we met up with some Tasmanian
friends on a caravan irip around Queensland.We spent a couple more days
enjoying their company. Especially interesting was a irip to the cattle sales
at Gracemere. It was hard to drag oneself away from the incredible
auctioneering ‘hype’ which has to be seen to be believed. Another highlight
was the commercial crocodile farm. But business called and eventually we
decided that we just had to travel further North to check on a small
property located up near the Daintree, in which Bonnie has a small interest.

Then disaster struck. We were just about to depart for Cairns when 1
opened my mouth too much (not uncommon) and lost a giant filling out of a
tooth.Convinced that it was a gold capping , both Bonnie and [ were soon on
our knees grovelling in the the grass at Rocky airport.The grass got shorter
but so did the tempers as naught was to be found.Finaily Bonnie said "Buzz
off and submit your plan” Twenty minutes fater [ had decided that may'be
it wasn't the gold. Bonnie was not amused as she was stifl ‘mowing the
grass’ to no avail.Good trip to Cairns with a fortunate last minute decision to
refuel at Townsville.Having been to CS before [ was wary of first,the
weather and second the controilers.each of which can cause delays.This trip
confirmed just that as first it was raining and second control held us
orbiting at Gordonvale then sent us some 15 miles North'due traffic. But it
was our fault. Having talked to Debbie and Rick Evans, more Airtourer
friends who live there,we were immediately branded as strangers. You do
not say "Good afternoon Cairns Tower,Airtourer Mike Tango Lima,
Gordonvale,one thousand five hundred,visualestimate Cairns 25, received
Oscar request clearance “ but you do say "G'dy Cans, Tango Lima,One mil 'ill

inbound ”

Good to be back in Cairns, especially to note that things are picking up
a little on the business side.In fact we were told "No accommodation and no
hire cars”, Well the first was not correct aithough we were in trouble with
Rick when he found we had booked a motel but the second was correct - no
car. Eventually managed 10 acquire a ‘cheaper bomb’ which was OK except




that the wipers were almost U/S and it may have been the 'dry’ season but
it sure did rain | First priotity was a dentist. Advice from fellow aviator
Margaret Gill from the Flying Horseshoe' was excellent and all was

restored.

Maossman was our base for the far North bit then back to Cairns to
spend a night with Rick and Debbie. Actually turned out to be two nights as
just as we were aboul Lo leave Debbie said "No” ,we just had to stay for the
inaugural meeting of the Women's Pilot Association-N Q Branch. "But I'm
not a woman pilot,so do not qualify"” to which Deb replied " Yes you do -
you are a pilot and Bonnie is a woman " It turned out to be a wonderful
evening. Gorgeous fot of ladies who flew everything from a 1936 Luscombe
to the F28 and the Bae 146 with the guest speaker Nancy Bird one of
Australia’s most famous aviators whom Bon and [ had had the pleasure of

meeting in Hobart some years previously.

Also fitted in a bit of formation and aerobatics (or rather Debbie did as
she did all the flying ) before regretfully cranking up and heading South,

Despite the usual headwinds,we made such good progress that from
Rocky we continued at night to Archerfield and when the GPS said we were
there ( FS had alf gone home) we turned on the lights and landed,once

again surprising our giris.

Swapped the airtourer for daughter Katie's jensen Healy and nipped
up to Bokarina to visit John and Leonie Plummer.That was exhausting.
Would you believe that first they made us go ‘skydiving’ then followed up
by taking us underwater.(Yes definitely some explanation required but

that’s another story) Fantastic fun anyway!

Even braved the Brisbane inner city traffic in the Healy-but 'never
again’ Parked in an underground park for a couple of hours to be'stung’
with a $14 parking lee.(Yes I know.We pilots should be used to this user
pay principle!} Needless to say it absolutely poured with rain in Brisbane so
we had to drive with the roof up. Even so ,on one occasion Bonnie
thoroughly ‘wet her pants’ bui being a good wife hastened to assure me
that it was not my driving but a feaky roof. “Thanks Bon"

Caught up with Ray and Karen Abernathy also in BN spending a very
pleasant evening. Very impressed with their trained cat. (No,apparently it’s
not impossible - this pussy 'sits’,jumps’,'goes to its box" and wait for it -will
not touch its dinner until advised)

Temperatures dropped dramatically as we left the Queensland
capital. Would you believe we picked up a trace of ice and had to dodge
snow storms over Coffs Harbour ?(Freezing level was 7000) Arrived at




Cessnock to be met by the Murray clan Frank and Jean and Jack and
Colleen. Great reunion, plenty of hospitality and lots of action.Frank has an
immaculate Harvard in the workshop well down the track to restoration.lt
will be superb. Jack is busy too with a ‘new’ airtourer under the house again
well on with the restoration and conversion to 160 HP. Really looking good.

Next morning after both Colieen and Jack had had a fly of MTL,we
wandered over 10 Hoxton Park. Boy! were we in trouble! There was Allan
Wood and Phil Usher (new owner) with MOA in 1000 bits all over the floor.
“Where have you been and why havn't you got your overalls on ? "Sorry
Al" (quick excuses!) "You see we had all these headwinds!” So for the next
couple of days I completely enjoyed myself by being the labourer and
general rousabout as the experts,Al and Phil completed the major on MOA.

Well there was one slight diversion.It was not until I went to tie MTL
down late that afternoon that I found that as usual [ had 'boobed’ This time
I had left the tie downs at Cessnock.So I pressed the 'go back you silly clot'
hutton on the GPS and recovered same.

Whilst the boys played Merle and Bonnie explored bits of Sydney, One
thing we did learn was about "Sizzlers”. (Not vet in Tassie). Allan ordered
"Three geriatric salads " Woops that's not quite right | Anyway Al explained
that for a fixed sum it was OK to partake of four different soups,twentyfour
salads,six pasta dishes plus [ruil,biscuits and so on. Allan then proceeded to
demonstrate as well.(He is only a little bloke but he sure was heavy to
carry out)

Seriously though our stay in Sydney was great and hopefully we were
a tiny bit of use in the workshop!

But back to the weather.Not too bad into Canberra again. Absolutely
delighted when John arrived in the car to pick us up. The first time he had
been able to drive since the accident five months previously.

Wind next day was horrendous and right on the nose.Snow and rain
too as we proceeded down to Bairnsdale,where it was blowing around 40
knots on the ground.(Ear] Jones a friend from Latrobe Valley just had to
call over to see who would be crazy enough to be flying in thisl) Visibility
was good however so we bumped our way on to Hobart. (Bonnie said that
the 6 hour trip from CB was the "longest and roughest” she could remember
and she found it quite difficult to either read ,write letters or Knit.)

Besides I love this sort of weather.It's brought heaps of snow so ['ve

had some fantastic skiing.

Too far for an airtourer? Never!

Stan Tilley




How long is 90 days?

The expression,” It's like riding a bike - you never forget " is often
used when referring Lo some of our acquired 'skills',but a quick glance of
the table below (from a Mooney news letter) will perhaps convince you
that

FLVING 18 THE EXCERPTION

If it is 90 days or more since you did a

stall,

spin,

forced landing,

Cross country,

spot landing or even flew an aeroplane,then take a very good look at
the figures quoted and ask yourself "Am 1 current or could I do with some
practice 7"

Get yourself into an aeroplane, Wiz an msirvcior, before the period
becomes even greater,to help regain not only the skill required but the
added confidence to enjoy flying.

Nol it's not to expensive and it is possible to make the time and
besides it's damn good fun. ‘

Primary accident cause vs pilot profile

Primary cause Total time Mooney time 90 day time  %IFR
Adverse weather high average fowr 57%
| Judgement above av  above av low 52%
Loss of control lowr low av fow 20%
Airspeed management  loW av very low very low 40%
Gear management average average fowr 43%
Puel management above av  average very low 37%
Improper preflight average above av low 30%
All"accident”pilots 851 hrs 140hrs 8hrs 46%
All"average pilots” t161 hrs 400 hrs 34hrs - 51%

Note that lots of total hours or IFR experience does not seem to help if
you are not current. (Mind you as I know from experience you can be
current but still make stupid mistakes!)

1 used to wonder what was so "mysterious” about 90 days but it
seems that as far as flying is concerned -if you have not flown for over 90
days

90 DAYS IS TCO LONG |
' Stan Tilley




LOXTON ANNUAL CONVENTION 1992, PROGRAMME

FRIDAY 6th March, 1992 -~ Arrivals - informal evening at Hotel

SATURDAY 7th March, 1992

SUNDAY 8th March, 1992

MONDAY 9th March, 1992

- am Arrjvals/ Registrations

1230 hours
1400 hours

1600 hours

11730 hours

1930 hours

0930 hours
1230 hours
1430 hours
1900 hours

Departures

- Lunch around pool at Hotel

- Navigatioanrial Briefing

- Aﬁnual General Meeting at Hotel
~ Co~Cp Annual General Meeting

- Dinner at Hotel

- Bus/ Boat River Cruises departs from Apex Park
~ Barbecue lunch at Apex Park
- Bus / Boat Cruise in reverse

Informal Bistro at Hotel

at Will.
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There will be a registration fee payable on arrival of $30.00 per head. This will
cover the following:

Bus for commuting between Aerodrome and Hotel, Bus trip, Boat trip,
lunch on Saturday and Sunday.

Dinner on Saturday night will be $18.00 per head and charged to your
room accommodation at the Hotel.

Accommodation has been booked at Loxton Hotel - Motel whose charges are
as follows for double/twin rooms (room only)

Standard Units (20) Newer deluxe Units (12)
1 night $51.00 $57.00
2 nights $92.00 $105.00
3 nights $123.00 ' 5145.00

When completing the accommodation form please indicate your preference and please
return it to Adrian Jolly NOT the Hotel,

Due to the size of the Cruise boat and/or the bus, one half of those attending
will travel in the boat in the morning and the bus in the afterncon and vice versa.
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Apologies AGENDA

. Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting

Business Arising

Correspondence

President's Report

Secretary's Report

Treasurer's Report .

Election of Office Bearers and Committee ~ President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer plus 3 Committee

General Business

O~y U LD

o

TROPHIES TO BE AWARD AT LOXTION

PRESIDENT"S TROPHY: The President's Trophy for the secret time of arrival will
be presented to the crew whose arrival time is closest to that of a pre—-determined
time. :

ASSOCTATION TROPHIES: 1. The Sonny Rankin Trophy for the Best presented Airtourer.
2. The CLiff Tait Trophy - Navigation Trial.
3. Longest Distance,

Make sure your accommodation deposit is with Adrian Joll
: y by 22nd Febru 1992
the Motels will not hold pre-booked accommodation beyond that date. Y s

HANGAR WARMING BARBECUE AT BACCHUS MARSH - 8.12.91

Perfect weather was provided, as only Victoria can, for Ian Donovan and John
Treble's hangar warming barbecue at Bacchus Marsh aerodrome on Sunday
8th December. Co

There was a good turn up, 34 people in all attending with 13 Airtourers
representing Victoria and Tasmania (Stan & Bonnie Tilley MTL Tasmania).

Doreen catered with the excellent food. John provided with the seating.
The only hitch was the barbecue fire a dismal loss, could not get the heat
beads going. The local flying school came to the rescue with their gas
povered hot plate lent to us. v

Our hangar is now well and truly warmed. We would like to thank all who
came. I'm sure all had a good time, List of those attended:-

Andy & Jane Morris : VH-DDZ
Stuart & Kerry Hilsberg . RQL
Bob & Bev Gilmore ‘ MOG
Stan & BonnieTilley- ) MTL
Barry Cadzow & Stuart Robinson MEN
Gordon & Marietta Robinson JVV
Lindsay & Beryl Marshall MRF
Barry & Reece Gray MOI
Hector & Wendy Blemings CAR
Geoff & Margaret Storey CAR
Mike Fisher CND
Stuart Krickhauff MOT
Jim Crocker FME
Tan Donovan MKL
John & Doreen Treble CRK
Pilus eight friends - 34 people in all,

Tan Donovan
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JANUARY AEZRWORTHINESE NEWS

In April 91 an AD was issued on Slick 4000/4100 series magnetos
(AD/Elect/lS Amdt 3). We as a sub-committee cannot know all the
different components fitted to members aircraft so we have reproduced
the AD here for you to check if it affects your aircraft. The members
who have contacted us so far have all been owners of 100hp series
fitted with the Continental 0-200 engine, this does not necessarily
mean 115 or 150 owners are not similarly affected. Check in your log
books as to what magnetos are fitted to your aircraft and if still
unsure have a talk to your LAME.

soeLecTia s O SRS e
Applicabie to Equipment: All Slick 4000/4100 series sealed non-repairable magnetos.

NOTE: This AD does not apply to the new Slick 4200 series magnetos which can be overhauled.
Requirement:  Retire from service.

NOTE: Slick SB 2-30B refers.
Compliance: 1, Magnetos with greater than 700 hours total time in service - within 100 hours time
in service after 18 April 1991,

2. Magnetos with less than 700 hours total time in service - prior to exceeding 800
hours total time in service,

Background:  Amdt 3 to this AD is issued to extend the applicability and to preclude the
possibility of these magnetos being run beyond their designed life to destruction,

Following growing interest in the use of Airborne Global Positioning
Systems (GPS) the CAA have issued 2 documents related to GPS.

Airworthiness Advisory Circular (AAC) 6-26 and Aeronautical
Information Circular H37/91.

AAC 6-26 describes the basic requirements for the fitting of GPS to an
aircraft. Having used a properly fitted and certified GPS
installation we could not think of an alternative or temporary
installation that would be either safe or even be remotely able to
fully exploit the many functions and attributes of GPS.

AIC H37/91 gives a system description and discusses the limitations
and their reasons.

These 2 documents will make interesting reading for anybody who has a
GPS or is considering purchasing one..

If you are interested in discussing the fitting of GPS see us at
‘Loxton and if need be a more formal discussion may be appropriate..

AD/VAT/28 amdt 6 Follow up.

We received 51 responses to our survey (12 NZ built, 39 Aust built).
7 aircraft needed the extensive rectification (Part C) while the rest
had either nil or minor surface corrosion on the brackets. So far we
know of only 2 aircraft with problems in the undertank panel (1
replacement, 1 surface corrosion only).
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Based on this information we have made an approach to the CAA to
extend the inspection periods (currently 3 years for Part 3 A & B, 12
years for Part C). Hopefully we will have an answver (positive we

hope)} at Loxton.

Again we would like to remind you that if you have tidbits of
information or any queries then don’t hesitate to contact us at

PO Box 34, SUNBURY 3429.

Seesyou at Loxton
V

Y

_ﬁ% HILSBERG _
for the Airworthiness Sub-Committee.

P.S, As from lst March 1992 the new maintenance schedules come into force. The
Association has decided against writing a manual for Airtourers.

Fach aircraft owner should act independently and decide on an appropriate

course of action after consulting a L.A.M,E. However, the subcommittee is of the
opinion that the best course of action is to stay with the C.A.A. schedule for

Class B aeroplanes., Over to you.

Stuart

THE VICTA ATRTOURER SONG

Yalgogrin for me Yalgogrin for me

Its only Yalgogrin that T want to be

With Betty and Sonny and all those beaut sheep
A place in your heart and your memory to keep,

The Victa Airtourer then came into town

It put all the Cessnas and Pipers right down

And the fame of the Victa spread all round the land
While the pride of Yalgogrin was greatb and was grand.

. For the role that Yalgogrin had played in this feat
Was known far and wide and was fully complete
While Yalgogrin became a place of renown
And the whole Victa crew felt at home in the town.

Henry and Nick with Frank Randal and team
Drawing and lofting were designers supreme
While Victor and Dickie at air shows performed
With Yalgogrin's help the flying world stormed.

The Gog as its known in flying won fame

In playing its part with Henry's great plane
And the Victa survivors remember to-day

A1l those wonderful visits down Yarrandale way.

Yalgogrin for me Yalgogrin for me

Tts only Yalgogrin that I want to be

With Betty and Sonny and all those beaut sheep
A place in your heart and your memory to keep.
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Jaturday, September 14, 1991

Battle of

o

jgrﬁtajrl
Neroes
nonoured

HOBART AIRPORT started
to take on the appearance of
an RAAF base yesterdav
afternoon as the first of about
20 aireraft arrived to celebrate
the anniversary of the Battle
of Britain,

Among them were six Pila-
tus PC9s which are the air.
craft of the RAAF's aerobatic
display team, the Roulettes,

The team will fly past the
Hobart Cenotaph abowt
[1.25am tomorrow foilowing a
wreath-laying ceremony
which will start at 10.50am,

It is made up of Glen Steed
the leader, Peter Clements,
Glen Coy, Geoff Roberts, Joha
Corden, Mark Cumming and
the manager Tony Wrobel,

The Roulettes are based at
the Central Flying School,
East Sale,

Mr Roberts said each mem-
ber normally flew 450 hours a
vear with ahout 200 hours of
that devoted to flying with the
Rouiettes and the remaihder
spent instructing other piiots
and public relations.

There will be an open day at
the airport from 1pm to 3pm
today with free admission.

Attractions will inelude his-
toric Vampire and Sabre fight.
er jets, a Dakota, six CT4
trainers which are used to
train all military pilets and a
C130 Hercules, Caribou, P3C
Orion maritime aircraft and
Winjeel,

The Battle of Britain in 1940
involved 22 Australian pilots
and many more ground crew.

A Tasmanian Battle of Bri-
tain veteran, Squadron Lead-
er Reg Liewellyn retired, win-
ner of the Distinguished
Flying Cross and the Distin-

A

B

toe

training schoot at Poi

by RAAF public relations officer Mr Denis tersey.

guished Flying Medal, will b:
taking part m the celebra-
tions. .

nt Gook, Vietoria flew over Hobari

e e e

A st e e S R e s

Immaculate Victa Airtourer 100,
ETR 1657, PTR 1730. Next M/T due
Remote o0il cooler. Dry vac. pump
transponder. $37000,

FOR SALE

Owned and operated by LAME. TTIS 4400,
July 1993, New paint and interior.
. King KX170 Nav/Com. New KT76A mode C
Phone Eric Aubort 075 726040
'6 Rudder Court, Mermaid Waters 4218
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Pollowing QANTAS with GPS

Mike Filcher

The notes for this story were collected on the back of
used flight plan forms,which [ =say 1s a concession to
weight control.

At any rate,this +trip was golng to have a cast of
thousands, well,at least six people wanted to come along.

In the end it was just the Airtourer and tweo hodies, myzelf and
friend David Crotty, that battled through the rain to Parkes
tor the Presgidents Fly In,

¥ow few people will know but Parkes i the start of the
QANTAS connection. Paul MceGuinness who ftogether with MNceliaster
and Fysh began the airline,served as the station fire
officer at RAAF Parkes during World VWar 2.

The fly—-in was a perfect starting polnt,chatiing to as many
people as possible, being well fed and best of all having an
asrobatic tutorial with Stan Tilly for which I am most

grateful,

On Sunday the first leg of the Jjourney was to Bourke,as in
"Back of”,where a local 219 pllot gave us a ride into town
and opened up an otherwise closed hotel for us,

Bourke 1is where dogs roam up the main street and the
must active shop is the CES,

There are no postcards to be found here, not because

all the shops have chains and padlocks on the doors and
wire mesh screens over the windows.

Something is not right here,we had better move on.

The compass says we are flying north.
Slight turbulence around 29 degrees South as we enter Queensland
alr,which as we all know 1g different to southern air.

On the ground at Charleville ift's very much warmer.

We take time to look at a soon to disappear feature of Australilan
aviation,that 1s a non capital city Flight Service Unit.
Charleville 1s where we begin to follow the original Qantas

airmall route through Queensland.

We stay at the Hotel Corones which, perhaps helped by the great floods
18 months ago, is being restored by its owner Gordon Harding to

its former glory.The bar,entry.and dining room have been refurbished
to a high standard.

Mr. Harding 1is a Labor man, having stood as candidate on a

numbaer of ovccasions,which gives rise to some lively poliftical
discussion. Anyone from Victorla receives much sympathy up

here,we never see the sun and the place is broke while

the sun never sets in Queensland.
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On route fo Longreach someone said vislt +the Workers

Heritage Centre at Barcaldine.
Well -its Just & beat-up and not worth the walk from the

airport. A shop, some refurbished school rooms with =a
photographic exhibition,in the Stalinist style,of heroic
workers and a leftover Bi-Centenial circus tent showing
some emotive film called "the story of Australia”.

Despite this deception one can find Longreach and spend a
whole day at the Stockmans Hall of Fame which is a great

days entertainment and education.

This is high quality and tells much more than cows
and horses,its more the story of outback Australia.

I even saw R. M. Willlams poking around the halls,

and desplte his age,still has a fire 1in +the eye that
iz a mark of men with remarkable drive.

Longreach 1is departed early +to avoid the heat of the day
and allows us to climb up to 8500ft for this 150 minute
leg to Cloncurry.The terrain 1is full of intaerest with
numerous  dry rivers visible through the channel country.
At Cloncurry there is another ancient QANTAS hangar

this sti1ll being the Empire Air Mail route,

Shirley Fowley and Helen McKerrow of the Cloncurry
and District Historical Society gave a fine tour of
the town and 1ts significant sites. A recent development
in the ’'Curry 1s +the John Flyn Place,a museum in which

Helen was one of the founding strengths.

The John Flyn Place is is a museum dedicated to the work
of Flyn and +the Royal Flying Doctor Service which he
founded with the first base at Cloncurry.The Qantas
connection continuves as they operated the service from the
beginning,in 1928,until 1t was handed over to TAA

in the post war period.

That night was spent in the Post Office Hotel, not without
reason. This building was built 1in 1932 and it is the
actual site where Fergus McMaster and Paul McGuinness
signed the agreement to form QANTAS. There have been 5 Past
Qffice Hotels,all previous ones having burnt down.A fate denied
the current model, the walls are made of concrete,

Over a real outback breakfast of thick bacon and aggs washed
down with strong tea Nancy Dodd who' commands the hotel

entertalns us with stories of the great events held in the
pub.Stockmen who come into town for a weekend of fun after
weels out in the bush mustering cattle, traveling hundreds
of kilometers to do so and then returning back to the bush,
to continue a hard and remote life.

18




I begin to realise that pubs serve more than beer.

They fill a central place in the outhack life,as a

coal refuge,a place for accommodation and of course refreshmente.
Ta my mind they are one of +the attractions of a tour.

& short hop takes us to the most western poeint of the trip,
Mount Isa. The 1Isa 1is a mine town with Mount Isa Mines
employing 4709 people in the mining and processing of silver
lead and zinc.If you book ahead underground mine tours are
avallable but planning not being a strong point we took the
surface tour which reéveals what a huge operation this is.

Before leaving, another Qantas connection is that the last
Qantas internal domestic service was flown out of Isa to

Brisbane in April 1949.

The compass is East,the Airtourer is making for the coast where
its a 1little greener with more substantial trees and the
afterncon build up of clouds which come to nothing.

Our  stopover point is Charters Towers which was a gold boom
town at the fturn of the century.So rich was the fown that
1t had its own stock exchange and the locals called "The Towers

with great modesty, the World.

Today the boom is just photographs in the local history museum,
while Charters Towers lives an small mining operations,

the cattle industry and as an education centre for

the west.The unexploited charm of the town is the splendid
architectural heritage of that boom period.

Many of these bulldings,like old movie stars, have fallen on
hard times but many are also coming out from behind their well
intended improvements of louvre windows and hardiplank
to reveal gracious Queenslanders of the Victorian era.

After two days +the {itch to fly takes hold and we fly up
to Cailrns for a culture shock and our lacst QANTAS connection.
The landing sequence at busy Cairns airport was QANTAS 767,
Blackhawk helicopter and the Victa.

Cairns 1s a tftown of buses and tourists; loud Americans,
serious Europeans and polite Japanese all spending. There
is no sign of the Viectorian led recession here.

There is also the realisation that those honest and friendly

people  of the cutback were left behind, for at least another

year,

The leg up to Cooktown can be for another newsletter.
On the return down the coast Flight Service told us of the
Innisfall airshow,so we dropped in.

After landing we are (mis)directed into a parking position
and become part of the static display-many people do not
believe +that this aircraft was made by the VICTA mower
company but at least it attracts their attention,
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They also find 1t odd that a Victorian should be at
this show.

Perhaps they think that we are refugees.

In the Australian Women Fillots Association display tent 1
find Marilyn Marsh-Booth who when not flying an Ansett

Airfreight BAel46 keeps the far North members of the
Assoclation fired up. '

Marilyn flew Comets,727 and HSY48 in the UK prior to coming

to the Australian sun but most significantly she learnt
to fly on Victa 100's in New Zealand,

We spent a most enjoyable evening as guests of Marilyn
and her husband Trevor at Fishery Falls.After the airshow
everyonae had Jjust about overdosed on aeroplanes so flying
occuplied only about 30% of the conversation,

But it 1is the magic of these moments and what it brings
a thousand times that really makes flying such a joy.

What better place to end.

And the GPST

A veritable box of PFHM.
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