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VALE - "SONNY" RANKIN

3.9.1920 - 27.7.1989

Sonny Rankin probably contributed more to the establishment and foundations of
the Atrtourer Association than any other individual, Sonny obtained his pilot's
licence in 1962 and was the first private pilot to purchase what was then the
new Victa aircraft. In 1964 he bought VH-FMA which he flew regularly from his
property "Yarrandale" near West Wyalong until 1978 when he sold it to buy the
one and only Aircruiser, VI-MVR, which he imported from New Zealand; delivery
was made by CLiff Tait. Sonny had just recently had MVR repalnted in the

original paint scheme.

He was elected president of the Association at the inaugural meeting held at
Griffith™in 1978 and held that position unopposed for ten years until, due to
indifferent health, he stepped down and it fell to me to try to £ill his shoes

as your President.

During his term of office, the Association expanded and ccnsolidated into a sound
financial organisation devoted to keeping the Airtourers flying. Sonny was
“instrumental in acquiring the "farm" from New Zealand and he, and a group of
similarly devoted members, at their own expense, flew to New Zealand to take
over, pack and arrange shipment of spare parts, plans, jigs, etc., back to
Australia. The Airtourer Co-operative Ltd. was formed to manage the manufacture
and marketing of parts for the Airtourer and Sonmny had been the Chairman of

the Co-operative since its incorporation up to his death.

Sonny was well known and respected in aviation circles in Australia., He had very
high moral and ethical standards and would be quick to defend his ideas and
beliefs. During his lifetime, he was involved in many charitable, cultural

and community projecks in the West Wyalong area. The large gathering, including
many members of this Association, at his funeral bore testimony to his popularity
and the esteem in which he was held., A final tribute was paid to his involvement
with this Association as a lone Airtourer made a low pass over his grave and

climbed away into the distance.

The annual "Presideni's Fly-In" at Yarrandale has always been well attended by
Airtourer pilots and devotees. Sonny and Betty were generous hosts on these
occasions which involved them in considerable work during the weekend and
beforehand, preparing the strip, its surrounds, and the hangar to accommodate
as wany as sixty members over the weekend.

Sonny was made a Life Member of this Association for his consistent and untiring
efforts in promoting its ideals and he will be sadly missed by the many loyal

friends he made in this Association. He will be remenmbered with affection
and gratitude while ever there are Alrtourers still flying.
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Members in attendance to pay their last respects at the funeral were :—

Jim Crocker Lindsay & Beryl Marshall
Tom Davis Tony & Liz Matthews

Tan Donovan Dick & Jeanette Sims,
Barry Gray Stan & Bonnie Tilley
Stuart & Xerry Hilsberg John & Doreen Treble
Warren & Barry Kirkup Graham Wood

Stuart Krichauff Mal Anderson,

Guy & Barhbara Main Henry Millicer
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AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION CALENDAR QF. EVENTS

16- 9-1989  The President's Fly—in to be held at Parkes
17- 9-1989 (details this Newsletter)

10- 3-1990  Annual General Meeting to be held at Moruya, N.S.W.
11- 3-1990
Proposed Queensland Safari (see inside)

THE PRESTDENT'S FLY-IN 16th and 17th SEPTEMBER, 1989

Due to the sudden and untimely death of Sonny Rankin, the President’s Fly-in s
which (apart from one veny wet yean) have always Leen held ot "Yarrandale”
has feen transferned to Pankes, .

The program will e followed as nean as possilife Lo "Yarrandale’ 5" successful
Fonmat,

So come along and lets canrny on the Rankin Spinit.

REGISTRATION FEE

A $20.00 Registration fee per person will be charged (Payable on arrival)
to cover expenses, which will include meals (Saturday Lunch, Evening
Barbecue and Sunday Lunch) plus tCransport to and from Motel,

ACCOMMODATION

"Clarinda Motel" has been pre-booked for the Fly-in. For those attending
contact the motel direct to arrange your own accommodation. The phone No,
is (068) 62 1655. Tariff at the "Clarinda" is $22.00 per head per night.

Book early as another Convention is on in Parkes this weekend,

The Aero Club can accommodate about 10 in the "dorimitory" at $10.00
per night B.Y.0. Sleeping bag. For this accommodation contact Tony Matthews,

PROGRAM

SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

0900 onwards Arrival of Members, Guests and Visitors. Please register
on arrival $20.00 fee payable per head.

1200-1400 Lunch

1400 Local flying activities and general discussion with other
visitors.Some flying displays may be organised.

1900 Social Evening and Barbecue at Parkes Aero Club.
2300 Transport to Motel.

SUNDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
0900 To be arranged
1200 ' Lunch at Aero Club. Departures to suit.

The next Newsletten will fe published eanfy Noueﬁﬂeﬂ, 7989,
Wnitten contributions 2o fe with the Editon By the 3741 Octollen, 7989,



"AN ATRTOURER FLASHBACK"

by.. Peter Bons.

I feel it fitting in this 5714t Newsletter, representing over 10 yeors,
that the Airtourers history 1s reflected upon, and whilst T don't pretend to cover
it all, I think some detail can provide some refreshing memories of how this great
little aeroplane come tnto being. Without that we have no assoctation, nor the

excuse for the fun times we now hove within it.

1988 saw an attempt to remonufacture the Ailrtourer, however I regret
that this did not eventuate. There was a good demand for a modernized Airtourer
and I personally feel that it "flies the pants off its nearest competition”. It's
a great all round aeroplane be it leasure, sport, touring or aerobatics..... ces
...quitte often all at once; but most of all I feel it is one of the best trainers
the world has to offer. It trains a better pilot in a wider range of sequences,
than many other training ailrveraft operating today, and that "I'LL gladly debate
over a beer with anyone,

Mind you the scope certainly exists for some improvements, in various
areas, particularly some creature comforts for us long lanky blokes, but since
T've recently gotten back into the Airtourers enviromment, I can't help but have
a soft spot for having some fun agoin. Especially when you compare it with airline
Fflying..as soon as you start having some fun.there, some clown tells you that you
ean't be doing it vright -and that you'd better turn into that "Robot” again.

(Slightly exagerated, but not muchl.

Delving into the Airtourers history canmot unfortunately be done
without touching on political overtones, flak in boardrooms and aviation pride.
Some of us, tn particular those part of the Airtourers’ history, have bitter
memories of what could have been one of Australia’s most successful aviation
ventures, with orders exceeding all expectations until Viecta closed its aviation
diviston sending shock waves through the industry, and the entire Airtourer and

Aircruiser production sold overseas.

In 1853, Australia's own Henry Millicer with a vast personal and
military aviation backgropund, ‘entered and won from 103 other contestants, a
competition held by the Royal Aero Club of Great Britain for o new two seat light
atreraft design. As a result and out of the pure love of flying, Henry with the
assistance of a dedicated team from the newly formed Ultra Light Aircraft
Assoeiation 1in Melbournme, a wooden prototype with fabric control surfaces was

constructed,




Several Australian companies immediately offered to help the progject
with donations of their producte as component parts. Their enthusiasm was such
that eventually the entire project had to be redesigned to incorporate chonges
made necessary by the donated equipment - most of which was from automotive
componies, Fitted with a 65 h.p. Continental engine, the prototype first flew on
31 March 1958. So impressed was the Aero Club Federation of Australia that it too
helped financially towards its development intending it as a standard club trainer,
The wooden Airtourer (later re—engined with a 90 h.p. engine) was certified on
31 July 1959. To this day, the aircraft, VH-FMM, is preserved at the Musewm of
Victoria in Swanston St., Melbourne. Although due to a severe lack of space, it
is currently stored with <ts wings off and in fact is awaiting the aquisition
and/or donation of a 65 h.p. Continental engine. Does anybody know the whereabouts
of one ?,... The deputy director of the museun, Mr. Boyce Pizzey, indicated to me
that final arrangements are currvently underway whereby the Science and Technology
section in most part will be relocated at the Spotswood pumping station site with
over 3000 sq metres of space available there for all of the sections exibits,
including the prototype Ailrtourer.

In late 1959, Vieta Lid., the now famous lawwmower marufacturers
formed on aviation division and became one of the first private Australian light
atreraft companies to gain the Department of Civil Aviation approval. Though this
was to be a commercial venture in 1ts own entirety, it was conceived through the
sheer love of [flying and 1ife long ambitions of Vieta's managers and in foct
founders in Mervyn Victor Richardson and his son Gary who was to end up fostering
the wventure. Whilst their aviation interests date back to 1916, Vieta Ltd. became
keen and in August 1960 decided ito take up the manufacture of the Airtourer.
Henry Millicer then joined Vieta as chief aircraft designer together with some of

his team,

In less than a year, Victa's prototype and now all metal Airtourer,
VH-MVA, now fitted with a 100 h.p: Continental engine, flew on 12 Dec;1961 with
the first production atrcraft closely following in June '62) 4 115 h.p. Lycoming
engine  then  became available and the Airtourer 100/115 sales pieked wup
dramatiecally, The all metal fully cerobatic little plane so impressed the world
that sales exceeded all expectotions and in fact then sold for a modest £3,950.
Such was the demand that in the '62-'65 financial year, Airtourer sales in
Australia exceeded the combined sales of its imported competitors which included
the big three - Cessna, Piper and Beech ; ~ indicative of the Australian public's
faith in the aireraft. Farly sales were made in large numbers to Aero Clubs arourd
Australia who were the logical target for an all vound aercbatic trainer. Before
the development of the Airtourer, it was not uncommon for a trainee pilot to
fly three different airveraft types to qualify for their licence. The Airtourer,
because of its oerobatic capability, could be used for all elementary training
ineluding incipient oand full spins. This saved the trainee and Aero clubs alike
valuable time and monetary outlays. The Airtourer sold well not only in Australia,
but overseas as well, particulorly in the UK. and New Zealand. Some were also
sold to South Africa and America, the latter odly enough saw one go to the Piper
corporation ostensibly for evaluation in the U.S. ineluding a large potential with
the U.S. Air Force who were keen Lhen on such an aeroplane.

Airtourers were also assembled in part overseas. Glos-4Air of
Gloucester in the U.K. were appointed to handle aiveraft assembly and service at
Staverton Airport, and from the start the Atrtourer created sound impressions and
favourable reviews from aviation circles over there. An Airtourer club was also

formed there and flourishes to this day.

To meet the demand, Vieta expanded the program and by early 1965, the
number of the aviation division employees grew to 370. Currently in Viecta's final
years, and stemning from the success of the Airtourer, work began in fact as far
back as June '62, on a prototype four seater aireraft named the "Aireruiser', also
designed by Henry Millicer. A lot of components in the Airtourer production were
used including much of the rear fuselage and tail, flaps, atlerons and most of the
wing ribs, however some 60% new components still had to be built, Performance
expectations were to exceed that of other similar types of aircraft.



Hovever this was to be the heyday of mass production, mainly Cessna,
- Piper and Beech ; and they were out for blood: Their mass production was such thot
stockpiling resulted, oand Victa was forced to compete with the "dump prieing” of
American light planes on the Australion moarket as well as extra marketing
incentives provided by the big three to its Australian distributors.

Realising that Viecta's future could fuce difficulties,Victa together
with other Australian airveroft manufacturers in 1965, applied to the Federal
Government through the Aust: Tarrif Board for some assistance for the local
atreraft industries against the "dumping" of overseas built aireraft. Victa's case
was not so much of protecting the Airtourers, claiming it had no wish to penalize
the General Aviation Industry by having bounties imposed, but more so one of some
assistance 1in the early days of the Airvcruiser's development. However in mid
Jan: '66, the application on’ temporary imports or assistance of competitive
atreroft was rejected by the Government of the day, however Victa's submission
was also referred to a Tariff Board hearing for a final decision but with no date

set.

This only partly covers the difficulties facing Victa: For quite some
time many of Vieta's board members were, frankly, not interested in aireraft
- manufacture and wanted a way out. A great deal of money had been expended in the
aviation division and they were concerned -about the company's profitability. This
was Lo spread through the board 1like cancer, who, in most part, were simply
hord-heoded businessmen with no particular interest in aviotion. The big three's
concerted opposition, together with the temporary rejection by the govermment on
tariff protection, gave these board members the key to mount opposition to Vieta's
aviation division, and get on with making lowmmowers.

With the retirement earlier of Mervyn Richardson from the board, it
wasn't long before his son Gary succumbed to the board's pressure and soon after
in February 1966, Australic's aviation pride took a battering when Victa closed
its Airtourer production and 2/3 of the work force laid off, leaving about 50
employees in the oaviation division to complete the remaining partly built
Airtourers. Vieta had produced over 170 Airtourers in all. Wovk on the Aircruiser
which was nearing certification, would however continue at least until type
certificate was obtained. Vieta was also obliged to continue spares production and
service aircraft under extsting contractural arrangements.

Significantly, after the 160th production aircraft, Vieta's unit cost
of the Airtourer had at least broken even, and further production would see it
financially in the black. For some time, Viecta's decision to close the Airtourer
line created shock waves and public outery, obviously mainly from aviation
cireles, but significantly no political encouragement either. It is also a sad
reflection on history that on the very eve of the decision to close the Airtourer
production, on order from Glos—Air of the U.X. was made for no less than 72
Airtourers......a seeming windfall that the board still rejected.

I'm June 19688, a few months later, the long awaited Tariff Boord
hearing began, dragging on with characteristic obliviousness to the urgency of the
sttuation, Apart from the strong support for the Airtourer and Aircruiser's future
much of the witness evidence became a sorry spectacle of personal nest—feathering
at the expense of a national asset by individuals ostensibly proud to call
themselves Australians, —— an apparently desivable appelation so long as it did

not affect their pockets.

Early in 1967, with the Tariff hearing now completed, month after
month possed with no word from the government, and Vieta frustratingly or
otherwise, sold the Airtourer design, Jjigs, tooling and monufactured parts to
"Aero Engine Services [Ltd" of Hamilton, New Zealand. A E.S5:L. later merged with
"Air Parts Ltd" to form "Aerospace Industries", who commenced building what was
to be known as the "A.E.S.L. Airtourer”,



Meanwhile the Airvoruiser's development went on and test flew on
17 July '66: It proved the excellent handling qualities of the design. It had
speed, safety, strength and like its predecessor, possessed the flying qualities
of doeility and manouvrebility. The performance figures, in particular the cruise
and climb rates, in fact exceeded those of any similar aircraft in the world at
that time. Its high gust penetration speeds also negated the need to slow down in
rough air. Powered by a Continental 10-360-D engine of 210 h.p. the aircraft was
appropriately registered VH-MVR...after Mervyn Victor Richardson: However despite
the Alreruiser's huge potential, Henry Millicer was to be further demoralized and
frustrated with news from the board thot "We connot put the Aireruiser into
production”, Tronically a year later, Vieta announced a profit of almost $900,000

after taz,

With all hope of the company resuming aivceraft production now gone,
the Aireruiser was 1issued a Certificate of Airworthiness in September 1967 with
a bitterly disappointed Henry to see it through.

But Henry wasn't fintshed yet: National interest in the Aircruiser
grew, The R:IAACF: had olready expressed strong and keen <interest in the
Ailreruiser during the Tariff hearing in '66 indicating its potential then as the
basis of a new elementary troiner. With the help of 'Aero" magazine, hope and
aspirations amongst aviabion enthusiasts grew further, however mysteriously the
magazine was forced to close down due to what was said to be the withdrawel of
advertising by overseas atreraft manufacturers and their distributors, obviously
seen as a reprisal for Aero's determined championing of the Aircruiser cause.

In 1868, Henry Millicer, now on the academic staff of the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology, made a last—ditched stand to save the
Aireruiser for Australia. Henry approached the Commonwealth Aircrafi Corporation
with o detailed submission on putting the Ailrcruiser into production. This met
with favourable response from the then Chairman of CAC, Sir Lawrence Wackett, wao
later met with an accident and was forced to retire and the Alreruiser proposal
subsequently lapsed. Two years later Victa sold the entire Aircruiser project to

A.E.5.L. tn New Zealand.

The Kiwis were now rubbing salt into the wound. A.E.S.L. were now just.
doing what Vieta satd could not be done successfully......they put Airtourers back
tnto quantity production. In 1968, the first two Airtourers to be bought bock by
Australia were part assembled by the then Australian agents for A.E.S.L.
Airtourers, the Latrobe Valley dero Club in Victoria, run capably to this day by
its CFI and manager Mr. John Willis. The two aircraft, VH-MOI and VH-MOJ were both
the later 115 hp versions and replaced the earlier 100 hp versions already in use
with the club. It was with L.V.A.C, that T learnt to fly on these Airtourers and
gained my commercial flying licence in Nov 1870, conduciting my final test in 'MOI'
{Boy 1L cosl me a Lot of bribe money that day). T had the fortunate pleasure of
later instructing in these Airtourers (amongst other ailrcraft) for a few years and
the only training category aircraft to hold its own against the Airtourer in its
pleasant aerial handling qualities in my opinion was the De Havillond 'Chipmunk'.
The main difference apart from the underearriage was that the Chippy burnt more
otl than <t did fuel, but apart from that both aircraft are exceptional in their

own right.

AE.S. Lo further developed the Airtourer and included the fitting of
a 150 hp Lycoming engine. This improved the performance and its general appeal
markedly. (No doubt some 100 and 115 hp 'purists' will disagree here and send me
some flak). Over 90 Airtourers were built by A.E.S.L. of which 24 of them were the
military variante designated the T6/24 which amongst other variations included the
fitting of a 24 wvolt electric system and electric operated flaps., The military
T6/24 150 and 160 hp wversions were sold to Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia,
Bangladesh and 4 of them went to the New Zealand Air Force.



As a result of several Air Force requirements for replacement trainers
including still our own R, A.A.F, AE.S.L. developed now from the d-seater
"Airveruiser’, the 'CT4’. Over 78 CT4’'s were built including 37 to the R.A.A.F.
replacing the ageing Winjeels at Pt Cook. 24 were sold to the Royal Thai Air Force,
13 to the Royal New Zealand Air Force, and 3 for the Hong Kong Auxilliary. One (T4
became the demostrator and was registered ZK-DGY,

More recent events 1in the Airtourers history saw the forming of the
'Airtourer Assoctiation’ in 1978 to look after the interests and benefits of
Airtourer owners around Australia, there being 92 Airtourers on the register then.
The association flourishes to this day and was capably headed for many years by
Donald (Sonny) Rankin. Recently Tony Mathews took the helm as president and is
proving another hard act to follow with his dedication. Appropriately, the
assoctiation has Henry Millicer as patron., On 2 Dec 1978, the 'Airtourer
Co~operative Ltd' of Australia was formed, made up largely of the association
members, It has to the present day, the aim of ensuring the availability of a
continual supply of parts to enhance, maintain and extend the life of Airtourers
around the world, In 1980, the Co-operative successfully negotiated with Aerospace
Industries of N.Z. and purchased in total all tooling, spares, jigs, drowings and
certificate type oapprovals of all Atrtourer variants from Lhe original 100 hp
through to the 150/160 hp and T6/24 series. Whilst the CT4 production and
Licencing remains in New Zealand, our own Sonny Rankin fittingly to this day owns
the only butlt and impeccably preserved living Aireruiser VH-MVR, housed at West
Wyalong in NSW. In all, over 260 Airtourers have been built to date. Many of them
are still operational, some with upgraded engines over the period, and represent
fine examples-of high quality maintainance avid restorations., Many are fitted with
upgraded avionics, instruments and many have refurbished cockpits limited only by
the <tmogtnation of the owners, similarly the many attractive eolour schemes seen

around the skies,

Reflecting on the Airtourers events, it seems icredible that a country
like Australia could be so short sited, so inept in its administration as to let
an industry of such national tmportance be allowed to leave Lthe country for as
Henry Millicer puts it ..., "30 pieces of silver’.

It 18 “ronical that after such a flourishing Airtourer history and
potential future, and the entire production sold overseas, that we should end up
buying back over 43 aireraft, both Airtourers and CTds. Even now, buyers are
patiently watting on the avatlabilty of the next Airtourer on the market! ALl
too frequently we see vast amounts of money going overseas to the detriment and
hindrence of what we can 1in many cases do in Australia ourselves with the
considerable expertise that we already have. We all too often criticize our own
kind, I wonder if our Bicentennial celebrations restored some patriotism and pride

in our own abilities.

Photos courtesy of 'VH-MWR'..thanks Hugh.



VIC/TAS SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FLY-IN TO MOUNT GAMBIFR 10, 11, 12 JUNE, 1989

For many years Jack Hopgood had been asking "When are the Airtourers coming to
Mount Gambier for a visit"? The thought was that to visit Mount Gambier with all
its attractions required a long week-end and after discussing this with Glenn
Sturges (South Australian Representative) we decided on 10,11,12th June. When
advised Jack on the date we were coming, he said "Why would you want to come

to Mount Gambier in the middle of June for, the weather can be so unpredictable',
How right he was, (more on that later) anyway we took the view "how would a
local know anything".

Some seven weeks prior to the fly-in Doreen and I Jjourneyed down to MG, met
Aero Club President David Quill, Secretary -Mark Landy, and after discussing
briefly what we would like to do, they just said "leave everything to us" and

what a great plan it was that they put together.

Everything was shaping up to be a great long week-end with 27 people confirming
with deposits their intention to participate. Thats the good news, now the bad
news, come Saturday the weather over the South East of Australia (as Jack had
earlier suggested it could be) was terrible, so much for local knowledge,

It was IFR conditions only, with Mal Anderson in his C210 plus four people,
and Doreen and I in CRK the only arrivals.

The scenic coach tour planned for Saturday afternoon wascancelled, with dinner

in the evening highly successful. About 60 people were present including seven

only Airtourer Members.

Awakening Sunday morning the weather was decidedly better so our week-end plan
went back to normal with a Nav Trial to a secret location for lunch with the

MG Aero Club being very prominent. The secret location was Dartmoor and on arrival
the first run down the strip was a flour bomb drop, followed by a spot landing.
Both were won by MG Aero Club Members but the Airtourer Association held their
head high as Stuart Hilsberg and myself won the Nav Trial in CRK,

Three additional Airtourers arrived at Dartmoor to bring our numbers to 11 people,
down 16 on our original acceptance. I guess that's flying,

Sunday night was a barbecue and presentation of trophies at the Aero Club with
Glenn. Sturges winning the South Australian Trophy the best effort in arriving. Back
to the motel about 11.00 p.m.

Monday morning saw us gradually working our way back to the aerodrome for departures
for home, having enjoyed the. week-end but sorry the remaining 16 couldn't have

been with us.

The lesson for this week-end was, 1f you ever ask a local about the weather,
especially if its about flying and particularly if he's a pilot, you had better
believe him,

Those in attendance were :—

BJP C210 Mal Anderson, Stuart Hilsberg plus 3 friends

MOG Bob and Bev Gilmore

BWA Glen Sturges

MIT ~Jerry Lawson

CRK John and Doreen Treble. Plus local members Jack and Jean Hopgood.

Col Davis and wife

Having been Victorian State Representative for 10 years, and having planned ten
Victorian fly-Ins during this time it is now time to move on and allow somebody
with fresh ideas to carry on the Victorian tradition of having an average of

one official fly-in per year.

Therefore I will not be standing for re-election as Victorian State Representative

at our next A.G.M.
Over those 10 years I thank everybody for their attendance at the arranged fly-ins

as without you T guess it would be a little lonely 1!




Here is a 1ist of dates, places visited, reasons etc. during those 10 years.

6.5,1979 Banneckburn 11.12,1982
Bill and Evonne Kelly's 12.12.1982
Reti tand d off,
etirementand send o 1.12.1984
9,11.1980 Woorndoo 2.12.1984
Barbeciie at Peter and
Jane Coy's home. 13.4.1986
23.11,1986
8.,11.1981 Woorndoo 24.11.1986
Barbecue at Peter and 3.12.1988
.Jane Coy's home. 4.12.1988
24.5.1982 The Grampians 10.6.1989
25,5.1982 " " 11.6.1989
12.6.1989

Flinders Tsland
" T

Lakes Entrance
" 17

Mitchellton Winery
King TIsland
" "

Canberra
n

Mount Gamhier
L 1]

11 1

Chéers,
. John Treble

AUSSI WIDE AERO SERVICES

Phone: (067) 474652 Fax: (067) 474707. P.0O. Box 142, Quirindi, 2343

LDear Air Tourer Association Members,

e would like to advise all members that Aussi Wide Aero Service
can supply all NARCO Avionies at the International Dealer price.

Also we are able to supply and fit Cleveland wheel & brske kitg for
$850.00. We have a great deal of experience in 150/160hp airframes
conversion and also we hold S5.1.C approval for 180 hp conversion to the

Vieta Adrtourer.

For amy further details, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully,

Mark I. Leech,
Managing Director,
Chief Engineer

CASINO PAGEANT

Dear Members,

i

A pageant is to be held on the 10th September, 1989, and if possible I

personaly would like to see as many aircraft as can be

the pageant,

A B.B.Q. dinner will be held at the Casino Terminal B
of the 9th September. Fveryone is welcome.

» represented at

uilding on the evening

Nev. Bienke Phones: Casino - 62 1959
Grafton - 42 2143



A Contrilution From oun UK. Repaesentative

AIRTOURER ASSOCTATION UK.
NEWSLETTER MARCH 1989.

YOU MAY WONDER WHY T HAVE TAKEN SO LONG TO WRITE THIS NEWSLETTER.
THE REASON WAS TO ENSURE THAT EVERYONE HAD A CHANCE TO REPLY.

IT IS MOST CRATIFYING TO HAVE RECEIVED SUCH AN ENTHUSIASTIC
RESPONSE AND NO DOURT THE TWO OWNERS WHO HAVE YET REPLIED WILL COME

UP TRUMPS IN DUE COURSE.

PERHAPSINITIALLY IT MAY BE IN ORDER TO INTRODUCE THE MEMBERS TO EACH
OTHER AND BRING UP QUERIES WHICH COLLECTIVELY WE MAY WELL BE ABLE TO
ANSWER.I ENCLOSE A LIST OF ADDRESSES.SO HERE GOES.

GORDON JONES STARTED FLYING IN 1946 WITH AN "A" LICENCE OBTAINED ON HORNET
MOTH G-ADOT NOW IN THE DE HAVILAND MUSEUM. AN ARCHITECT, IN PRIVATE
PRACTISE, GORDON HAD A GAP OF 35YEARS TO PPL 1IN 980 STINCE WHEN HE HAS
PROGRESSED AS HE SAYS TO A"PERFECT ONE OWNER AIRCRAFT'" THROUGH
CHIPMUNK , HARVARD, AND AEROCOMMANDER 200D.

CHRISTOPHER SCHOLFIELD LEARNT TO FLY IN KENYA AND IS "DELIGHTED WITH
THE AIRTOURER'" HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY PART OWNER OF €172, CHRIS WAS MOST
HFLPFUL BY LETTING ME HAVE HIS LIST OF AIRTOURER OWNERS TO ENSURE THAT

I DID NOT MISS ANYONE.

JOHN WOOD IS ALSO KEEN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCLATION
AND FROM HIS NOTE IS A KEEN AFROBATIC PILOT.INDIA XRAY INCIDENTALLY 15
FEATURED IN 1972 LIGHT PLANE RECOGNITION BOOKLET AND IT WAS THAT PHOTO

AND SPEC. WHICH FIRED MY INTEREST IN AIRTOURERS BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL

THREE YEARS AGO WHEN T CAME TO OWN"ZOE !

ROBERT PARKFER AT 50 WITH 33 YEARS OF FLYING EXPERIENCE IS A 737CAPTAIN
WITH BRITISH ATIRWAYS AND AFTER 2% YEARS OF OWNERSHIP OF HIS AIRTOURER
CONSIDERS IT ''THE NICEST AND MOST VERSATILE LIGHT ATIRCRAFT STILL AVAILABLE
TO DAY'. A PRAISE INDEED FROM SOMEONE LIKE ROBERT. HIS MAIN INTERESTS

ARF, "SIMPLE AEROBATICS AND VISITING SMALL _ INTERESTING TANDING STRIPS'".

T SENSE A NOSTALGIA FOREHE SMEILL OF NEW MOWN GRASS ,SONDS OF SKYLARKS

AND PERHAPS A TOVELY CHANGE FROM MILES OF TARMAC.ROBERT HAS FLOWN BOTH

T5 AND HIS T2.

ROB SARFEN IS OBVIOQUSLY A VERY KEEN PILOT AND THE OWNER OF NOT ONLY HIS
ATRTOURER BUT ALSO OF A SINGLE COMMANCHE. ROB HAS HIS OWN COMPANY WITH
AN OFFICE IN AUSTRALIA AND OFFERED.TO CONTACT ""DOWN UNDER'" ON URGENT MATTERS.
THANK YOU ROB.I HAD A DELIGHTFUL TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH ROB'S WIFE
BRENDA WHO TOLD ME THAT SHE DID HER SOLO SOME YEARS AGO IN A CHERCKEE 1380
AFTER 12 HOURS-QUITE AN ACHIEVEMEHT!! I GATHER BRENDA DID NOT PROCEED TO
PPI, PERHAPS TO ENSURE THAT THE ''CAPTAIN' CONTINUES TO DO HIS BIT I

JOHN DOUGLAS, A DIRECTOR OF AN ELECTRONICS COMPANY, LEARNT TO FLY IN

THE R.A.F. IN 1971/73 ON CHIPMUNKS, JET PROVOSTS AND VARSITIES. APART

FROM HIS INTEREST IN FLYING HE IS A BOATING ENTHUSIAST AND OWNS A 24
CRUISER. JOHN FLEW HI INITIALLY IN 1977 BUT IT WAS 1984 WHEN HE BOUGHT

A SHARE. HT IS COMPREHENSIVELY EQUIPPED WITH AVIONICS BUT JOHN IS ALSO AN
AFROBATIC ENTHUSIAST. IN SPITE OF THE AVIONICS JOHN LIKE MYSELF PREFERS
D.R. NAVIGATION AND IS DELIGHTED WITH THE HANDLING OF THE AIRTOURER.

ADRIAN WEBSTER'S RP WAS RECENTLY RESPRAYED AND ALSO HAS COMPREHENSIVE

AVIONICS. HERE AGAIN WE HAVE PRAISE FOR THE ATRTOURER-"THE AEROPLANE IS5
AN AMAZING ALL ROUNDER". ADRIAN HAS DONE SOME VERY USEFUL BACKGROUND WORK

ON PFA CATEGCORY FOR THE AIRTOURER AND MORE ABOUT THIS LATER.

AS FOR MYSELF I LET YOU HAVE A FEW LINES WITH MY ORIGINAL LETTER AND
AT NEARLY 65 I STILL LOVE FLYING PARTICULARLY AS TIME IS5 SHORT!!
SINGLE NUMBERS IN YEARS I SHOULD THINK!!



I HAVE NOT HEARD FROM JEFFREY WORTH BUT ASSUME THAT IN VIEW OF HIS PAST
INTEREST IN THE ASSOCTATION HE IS DEFINITELY IN.I SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO ASK

JOHN HARPER WHETHER HE HAD MY ORIGINAL "BILLY DQ"?

WITH THE INTRODUCTIONS OVER HERE ARE A FEW QUERIES AND IF ANYONE HAS THE
ANSWERS PLEASE CONTACT THE PERSON CONCERNED DIREGTLY AND KEEP ME POSTED

50 THAT THE INFORMATION CAN BE CONSOLIDATED.

ADRTIAN WEBSTER WEARY OF C of A's AND AD's NEARLY GOT THE AIRTOURER ON
TO THE PFA. SCHEME BUT AS ONE WAS FOUND TO BE ON THE PUBLIC CATEGOY THE
DEAL FELL THROUGH.I SUSPECT THE A/C REFERRED TO WAS G-AZOF WITH ROD
BELLAMY IN ST JUST AS A TRAINER UNTIL LAST AUTOMN AND NOW OWNED BY JOHN
HARPER. MAY T BY MEANS OF THIS NEWSLETTER ASK JOHN TO LET ME KNOW

THE CURRENT SITUATION.ADRIAN ASKS WHETHER ANYONE WOULD LET HIM HAVE

A PARTS CATALOGUE TO COPY. I HAVE A COPY OF THE MAINTENANCE MANUAL

BUT IT IS5 BOUND IN SUCH A FASHION THAT COPIES WILL BE DIFFICULT,.

HE ALSO BRINGS UP THE AGE OLD PROBLEM OF THE ACCURACY OR LACK OF! OF
THE FUEL GAUGE. HAS ANYONE FOUND THE ANSWER TO THIS PROBLEM?.

ROB SAREEN IS REDESIGNING THE INSTRUMENT PANEL AND WANTS TO CONVERT

TO CESSNA WHEELS AND BRAKES. APPARENTLY SOMEONE HAS DOME THIS, IF SO

PLEASE @ONTACT ROB. HE HAD TO ORDER NEW BRAKE PADS FROM AUSTRALIA AND MY
BELIEF IS THAT THOSE FROM 150C ARE SUITABLE BUT NEED REDUCING IN THICKNESS.

JOHN WOOD QUERIES WHETHER THE AIRTOURER 1S ALLOWED TO BE FLICK ROLLED
IN OTHER COUNTRIES AT SPEEDS OF ABOUT 80KTS.? HE ALSO INFORMS ME THAT
FUEL CELLS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM A UK SQURCE AT £550+ VAT. I TAKE IT
THAT THESE ARE FULLY CERTIFIED?. I HAD TO GET MINE FROM AUSTRALIA AT
A SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER PRICE!!!

I HAD A CRACKED BRAKE DISK REPAIRED BY A CHAP IN CORNWALI. THROUGH ASSISTANCE
OF ROD BELLAMY.ROD CLLECTED A FEW W/0 AEROPLANES AND FUSELAGES ,TAILPLANES
ARE STILL AVAILABLE BUT THE WINGS, STORED OUTSIDE, ALL TOOK OF IN A GALE.
ROD WOULD PART WITH HIS "COLLECTION'" FOR £1000. I WROTE TO TAN YOUNG

ABOUT THE REMAINS OF MN BUT AS. YET HAVE HAD NO REPLY. DOES ANYONE KNOW

OF OTHER LIKELY SOURCES OF W/0O AIRTOURERS OR SOQOURCES OF SPARES?.

NOW FOR THE FLY-IN. I GET AN IMPRESSION THAT THIS WOULD BE VERY WELCOME.
IT WOULD SEEM THAT FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF LOCATION AND FACILITIES
SYWELL WOULD BE A GOOD PLACE.IT HAS A GOOD AIRFIELD, MAINTENANCE, FUEL,

AS WELL AS A 96 ROOM MOTEL ( OR SHOULD IT BE AN AIRTEL? ) I SUGGEST

JULY OR EARLY SEPTEMBER, PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE
AND I SHALL DO SOME JUGGLING. DO YOU WANT A TWO DAY DO -AN EVENING SESSION
WITH OVERNIGHT STAY OR .JUST A ONE DAY EFFORT? I WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL
FOR FARLY COMMENTS.IT IS MY INTENTION TO BE AT CRANFIELD THIS YEAR ON
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY BUT I DO NOT THINK THIS IS A GOOD PLACE FOR OUR

INAUGURAL MEETING.

AS FOR FUTURE ACTIONS I SUGGEST WE THINK ABOUT
1) PFA STATUS FOR THE ATRTOURER.
2} SOURCES OF SPARES.

WELL THIS IS ABOUT IT. I MAXE NO APOLOGIES FOR MY TYPING (STRICTLY VFR
NOT EVEN AN IMC!!!) AND FOR A RATHER DRY EFFORT. FUNNY STORIES WILL
NO DOUBT COME IN DUE COURSE AND....FUTURE CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE SHARPEN

YOUR PENCILS AND SET TO WORK!!.

HAPPY FLYING RICHARD (ZUKOWSKI )

P.S. YOUR PHONE NUMBERS PLEASE TO SPEED UP COMMUNICATIONS.



PROSPOSED QUEENSLAND SAFART — 1990

The feedback has been most encouraging with many showing their interest to
participate. Some plugged for one or two places to visit instead of my suggested
itinery, but almost all plug for July, August time rather than April as the
weather may be more favourable. At a Comnittee Meeting on 29-7-1989 a Sub-
comnittee was formed to help put together this venture,

At the President's Fly—in at Parkes , at a time to suit, a meeting will be called
to discuss allaspects of the Queensland Safari which the sub-committee will then
collate the suggestions put forward and decide accordingly.

If you are unable to attend the President's fly—in but wish to contribute your
ideas, drop me a line,

Cheers,

John Treble.

LATROBE VALLEY AERO CLUB 40TH ANNIVERSARY

The Latrobe Valley Aero Club is to celebrate its 40th Anniversary with a

reunion of past and present members on the weekend of September 16th and 17th

this year.

The club has operated at various centres throughout Gippsland and has trained

many Pilots over the years who now fly for the Airlines, the Armed Services

and in all aspects of General Aviation.

The Club wishes to contact past members to invite them to the reunion. If you

are a former LVAC member the Club would be pleased to hear from you or if you

know of somebody who flew with L.V.A.C please bring this article to their attention.

The Club can be contacted on 051-742591 or by writing to P.0. Box 200,. Morwell
Vie, 3840,

FOR SALE: VH-RSJ

VAT-160 HP. Limited IFR. Fngine & Prop - Total Time - 350 hours.
Avionics:— Com 120; VOR; ADF; ILS; Mode C; Voice Activated Intercom

Instruments:— CHT; EGT; Electric Turn and Bank

Separate upholsted seats. Red, White & Blue '"Victa' colour scheme.Major completed
March 1989. Immaculate aircraft. This aircraft was rebuilt by Aussie Wide Aero
Services, Quirindi in 1984 and has been hangaved at Bankstown ever since,

PRICE: $59,900. This aircraft can be purchased with an attached Co-Op Share.

Phone; Peter Roche ~ (02) 9584244 or (02) 9586822
Also For Sale: Com 11A. Price: $750.00

The ring-gear on some aero planes and many cars would have to be the only one
in the machine not lubricated. Why Not ? Get some S.T.P. (oil additive) and
use it straight to apply to the teeth on the ring-gear of your aircraft. You
could be agreeably surprised with the result. Tt would have to save wear and

tear -on the battery too.

Your scribe's car had a habit of cutting out ¥ing-gears regularly. No further
trouble since lubricating the ring-gear with S.T.P. 'Nuff said'

Col Davis.
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CAO 106 AD/ENG/4 AMDT 1 - 13th July, 1989

Recently the CAA issued the above amendment to engine TBO's.
Basically, the amendment added a npaximum" calendar time in service
in addition to the usual "hours" time in service. The amendment
included 10 variables to be read in conjunction with your engine
log Dbook to clarify(!) when your engine was due for complete

overhaul.

The potentially expensive engine o'haul (average $15,000) or the
equally expensive loss of value to aircraft prompted many members
to contact me to discuss the amendment and its disastrous effects.

However, 7 days later (20th July), I was advised by AOPA that the
amendment had in fact been suspended due to sustained and
overwhelming objections from owners. The CAA apparently asked some
operators about annual utilization and decided on 13 years life.
(I also believe that the FAA in the U.S.A. had tried a similar

exercise).

As the CAA had not even considered the Private Owner, the amendment
hit them the hardest. Now, with the suspension of the amendment,
the CAA are going to issue an Aviation Regulatory pProposal for
Tndustry comment. When that ARP is issued, we must all respond to
and make sure that the CAA listens and considers us in their
decisions. In addition, I have, after consultation with Alan Wood,
drawn up a survey that I would like all owners to complete and

return to me.

The survey will be used to gauge the overhaul status of engines in
members aircraft. Please take the time to complete the survey. We
are particularly interested in any unscheduled maintenance that
could be attributed to calendar life as opposed to hours run.

T have asked for engine time data, not any other information that
may identify you. The data is for statistical use only. If you
have a spare engine, please photocopy the survey and complete for
every engine that you have.

Please fill in the survey and respond to the ARP when issued. One
hundred percent response to both will assist the Assoclation and
make sure that the CAA listens to the industry that it purports to

sexrve.

please contact me if you have any queries regarding the survey or
the ARP. '

Stuart Hilsberg

FOR_SALE
McAuley MET-L-PROP Type 1A105 /SLM 6950 1861 H.T.R.  $1,500.00

Craig Clark Phone: 069 782256

FVV 150 hp. T6 Constant Speed . Total time 2300 hrs. V.0.R., A.D.F. V.H.F.
Price $50,000

Paul Cary Phone: 065 547264
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