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. ATIRTOURER ASSOCIATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

17-9-1988 Hobart Airshow
18-9-1988- (Details last Newletter)

24-9-1988 President's Annual Fly-In to be held at "Yarrandale"
25-9-1988 (Details this newsletter)

-12th to 16th October, 1988
Australian Bicentennial Air Show, Richmond, N.S.W..

3-12-1988 Vic/Tas and N.S.W, Branches combined Fly-In
4-12-1988 to Canberra (Preliminary details this Newsletter)

NOTICE OF SPECTAL GENERAL MEETING
TO BE HELD AT "YARRANDALE", WEST WYALONG
ON _SATURDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 1988

To consider the following resolution recommended by the
Committee:

"That this Association incorporate under the
provisions of the Associations Incorporation
Act, 1984 and adopt the model rules prov1ded
thereunder

VIC/TAS and N.S.W. COMBINED CANBERRA FLY-IN - WEEKEND 3/4 DECEMBER 1988
George:Penfound has been very active in organising this event, with

dispensation of Transponder with D.0.A. being approved.

The tentative program is a visit to the War Memorial Saturday
afternoon, a social get together for dinner, with a visit to our new

Parliament House on Sunday morning.

Transport will be provided, the type will be dependent on numbers.

A head count plus motel deposits will be accepted at the President’s
fly-in at "Yarrandale".

For those unable to attend '"Yarrandale", but wish to attend Canberra,
contact me direct.

A detailed program will be in our next Newsletter,

John Treble

The next Newsletten will fe published ecarnly Novemben, 1988,
Ynitten contrilutions to fe with the Editon Ly the 375t Octoben, 7988,



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Convention at Griffith saw the end of an era when Sonny Rankin handed
over the.reigns of President after 10 years in office. I would like to
thank you for having the confidence in me in electing me to this position,

I appreciate the responsibility of the position and I hope that the next
décade will see as many advances in the Association as the last one.

Although Sonny has stepped down, he has kindly agreed to allow future
Fly-ins to take place at 'Yarrandale" and will continue to be active in
Association affairs. While on the subject of Yarrandale, I flew over

to see Sonny recently and inspected VH-MVR with its new paint, which

is the same as originally painted in 1966 before going to New Zealand.

Tt is good that Sonny is keeping the aircraft in the machinery shed so the

farm animals and birds can't possibly scratch the paint.

. ¥iSince’ our 'Afinual Meeting at Griffith, your Committee has given considerable.
thought to the suggestion of incorporation of ‘the Association which was 2y
5 discussed at some length at the Meeting. It was evident that a large number %,
&, of Members felt it was desirable and whilst others did not, the only i

"1 disadvantage of incorporating was the cost and expenses involved. th

Under the NSW Associations Incorporation Act, 1984, incorporation can be ?ﬁ
achieved much less expensively and far more quickly than under the &
Companies Code whilst attaining the same protection for individual

members.  You will see elsewhere in the Newsletter a notice of a Special
General Meeting to coincide with the Fly-in at "Yarrandale" to formalise .
the application made by your Committee, '*

John Plummer has been negotiating with the Bicentenary Air Show Committee
to have a static display of Victa and AESL aircraft around a hospitality
tent for the air show at Richmond between 12th and 16th October, 1988.
.He and Harry Couzin have been working very hard to achieve this and we have”
naw received confirmation‘from the Committee that we have beén allogcated @ -
space.

o3

During the period of the Air Show, we will require assistance in manning
the tent and supervising and protecting the aircraft. It is intended to
provide some seating and light refreshment for Members, so if you haven't
yet made a commitment to attend, give it some serious consideration now.

Anyone who will be attending and is prepared to assist on one or more of
the days, would you please advise John Plummer (phone (02) 267.5587),
or Harry Couzin (phone: (047) 51.2865), so a roster can be drawn up.

There is also a distinct possibility that the Committee will allow the
Association to present a flying display as well, and I hope to be able to
report on this at "Yarrandale". '

T look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at Yarrandale and

(/%/MM '

Tony Matthews




CO-OP REPORT - JULY, 1988

While the Co-op would appear to be slow in attending to matters
discussed at board level on numerous occasions:— such as extra fuel
tanking and the mo-gas issue!l! Both very important to our Association;
most of the delay has been through other people not so vitally

interested.

One person with D.0.T. approval involved passed away sadly enough.
Alan Wood has been on both these subjects and has spent endless time

for all on these matters.

One very important aspect I feel should be brought to everyone's
notice; Alan Wood is in business for himself (not a passtime or
hobby), his living or job if you like:- so that all time spent on our
matters cuts into his own productive time and hence his earnings!!

Alan has helped everyone at some time or other; I know by way of advice
in person, or by phone. All this help and advice is free to the person
concerned:~ alas it makes great holes in Alan's earning time in his
business. However, Alan continues to assist everyone in most cases

regardless!!

I feel that in my position I should point out these facts to all members,
having had firsthand viewing of his track record since the early

. 1960"'s:- no doubt your Association or Co—op, or even at member level,
could engage someone or some organisation qualified to act on these
matters and get results! If possible. Here again two factors are very

important to us as account owners:

1) Extra fuel +in wings or wherever. Remembering the extended life of
Mainspar approval, obtained by Dr A Payne and Dr H K Millicer at
D.0O.T. level, 1984, The Association engaged Dr Payne on Henry's

advice,

2) Mo-gas approval by D.0.T. is quite an involved process, which
Alan Wood has spelt out often enough! An A/c plus a lot of official
testing to finally achieve D.O0.T. approval.

No doubt our approach both at Association and Co-op level has been to
avoid too much expense. With this issue at stake, Alan Wood plus the
Co-op board have taken this approach. ' :

We could of course engage and spend a lot of money, perhaps, and
still not obtain D.O.T. approval or reduce the now 17,500 hour life
of the Mainspar OT/P brackets, Your Board of Directors of the Co-op
are still working towards a contract with A.N.A.P. (Aust. National

Arcraft Productions).

Happy Airtouring!

Sonny Rankin,
Chairman, Board of Directors.




"YARRANDALE FLY-IN'" 24th and 25th SEPTEMBER, 1988

REGISTRATION FEE

A $25.00 Registration fee will be charged (Payable on arrival) to cover
expenses, and will include meals (Saturday Lunch and Dinner, Sunday
Breakfast and Lunch) drinks plus transport to and from West Wyalong.

WEST WYALONG ACCOMMODATION

The Colonial Motor Inn, Mid Western Highway, West Wyalong, 2671,

Motel accommodatien is members own responsibility. Phone (069) 722611

FUEL

Fuel will be available at "Yarrandale' on a CASH only basis.
Re-fuelling facilities are also available at WEST WYALONG.

AGENDA

SATURDAY 24th SEPTEMBER

_0900 onwards Arrival of Members, Guests and Visitors
Please register on arrival $25.00 fee payable per
head (all inclusive)

- 71200-1400 B.B.Q. Lunch

1400 Local flying activities and general discussion with other
- visitors. Some flying displays may be organised.

1900 Social Evening and Dinner.
2300 Transport to West Wyalong.

QUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER

0800 Motel guests depart WWL for breakfast "Yarrandale"

0830 Breakfast.
0930 Informal discussion and flying.
1200 Lunch,

Departures: (An early takeaway lunch by arrangement )

MEHM

by Julian Johnson

The longest memory | will have of our 10th Annual Fly-in and
Convention will be of our patron, Dr Henry Millicer. In a country where
it seems to go against the grain to venerate achievement, Henry stands
out to me as a great Australian; a man of immense knowledge and
experience in aeronautical design and yet also a very humble man; a
man of great faculty who has achieved much and yet alse a man ever
willing to continue working to provide the benefits of that
achievement to others. | am unashamedly moved by the wisdom and,
yes, greatness of the man.



The address which Henry gave at our Saturday evening dinner was
representative of his achievements in a life intimately entwined with
all things aeronautical from his very youngest days. Who, even in these
days of high tech. building materials, comprehensive kits and 'builder
support’, could boast the completion of a homebuilt glider at the tender
age of 14, and this in the early 1930's 7 Who could boast the design,
scratch building of a wooden prototype, and eventual series production
of what has become a benchmark aircraft in Australias aeronautical

history ?

Before Henrys' address, | had the opportunity to talk to him about some
of the experiences of his earlier life and, for me anyway, his address
of necessity left out more than it told. It left me though with the
burning desire to document the great mans life and | have on my list of
dreams to one day write his biography. Believe me - it would make
fascinating reading.

On the last night of the Convention | mentioned to Henry that he must
be very proud to see so many Airtourers and Airtourer enthusiasts
together in the one place. "No”, he said, "not proud - just very happy”.
And that to me sums up Henry Millicer. On behalf of us all Henry, thanks
for being an integral part of our 10th annual celebrations.

Some other memories 7 Well, for me anyway, just getting to the
Convention is an adventure in itself and an important part of the fun.
We were a little late getting away from Darwin this year, eventually
getting airborne at first light on Friday, 29 April. There were four of
us all together, flying as Matlet Section’ (3 x T6/24 - FVV, LVV and
JVV, and Doug Stotts' 160 hp CTM) so everybody knew we were coming
~and where we were going. | am sure many of you have flown together.in
Groups like this and will agree that it's an extremely fun way to fly.
Particularly over the long distances involved in our case, it provides
for mutual support and problem solving (like "Where the hell are we you
guys ?") and, on those long legs, someone to chat to (of course on a
discreet 'chat frequency'). On this first day we made it to Alice
Springs, staging through Tindal, Elliot and Tennant Creek.

The second day (Saturday) was a cool and crispy first light departure
“from Alice Springs with not a lot of confidence about reaching Griffith
before last light. We pressed on though, trying to minimise our
turnaround times as much as possible. Tailwinds blessed us for much
of the time and, after a long long day through Oodnadatta, Leigh Creek,
Broken Hill and Mildura we made it into Griffith right on the mandatory
{0 minutes before last light after more than 8 solid ours in the saddle.

Sunday's highlights were the election of our new Committee and the
unanimous support given to our new President, Tony Mathews.
Congratulations Tony - you've got a tough job but you've also got our
fuil support and an excellent Committee to assist. Many were sad to



see our foundation President Sonny Rankin standing down after so many
years, but | think our Associations gratitude to Sonny shone through
the whole Convention. Also of great interest was the address by one of
the Directors of the Board of the Company that proposes putting the
Airtourer back into production. | am sure we all support the proposal
even if, like me, you are a little skeptical about its’ long term
practicality.

Sunday afternoon saw the traditional navigation trial which was well
attended and, | am told, well set and then the grouping of all (well,
nearly all) attending Airtourers in front of the Club House for
photographs with our Patron. This was to mirror a similar photograph
taken at our first Convention. Keep an eye out as we will try and get
the photograph published in one of the Australian aircraft magazines in
the not too distant future. Airtourers are not to be parked though and,
after the photographs, all were quickly dispersed back in the air where
they belong. Nearly everyone was up f lying at sorne stage on Sunday and
even when | was on the ground my eyes were in the air watching Stan
Tilley carve his magic.

Our Sunday evening BBQ was most enjoyable (thanks to the hardworking

crew at Griffith) and a wonderful opportunity to chin waa with.
everybody over a beer as well as congratulate those who won awards.

The stories flowed, as did the Griffith Aeroclub Port which [ can highly '
recommend. The highlight for me was the address (?7) by our venerable
Bill Miller. | will say no more for fear of being awarded a wooden
propeller. It was a great night and one that | will long remember.

Monday mornings Co-Operative meeting was followed by still more
flying including a formation fly-past over the Anzac Day Parade in
Griffith. I'm not sure how it all went or looked from the ground, but it
was all part of the fun and a fitting conclusion to our weekend. Then to
flight planning and, depending upon which direction you were headed,
moans or joy at the forecast wind direction,

One thing that stands out about our Convention is all the flying that
goes on. Many so called "Fly-in's” tend to end up as a lot of ground based
chin wagging. Not so the Airtourer Fly-in where flying is the order of
the day and where having fun and enjoying our aircraft is an absolute
must. So too is making new friends and re-establishing old. | can think
of no other aircraft fraternity in this Country that generates the kind
of attendance, friendship and sheer fun that marks our own
Associations’ annual get together.

And so, with fond farewells, we all went our separate ways on Monday
afternoon. For me it was a single leg to Bourke. Then on Tuesday to -
Charleville, Longreach, Cloncurry, Mt 1sa and Wednesday- to Tennant
Creek, Tindal, and finally home to Darwin. So over the 6 days (Friday to



Wednesday) | think spent more time in the air than | did on the ground.
Now that's what [ call a real Fly-In.

Thanks are due to all involved in the excellent organisation and thanks
are due to all who, through their attendance, made our Convention what
it was. | Took forward to memories of the 11th (subject always to Ron
Steible agreeing to bring his Airtourer this time 1) and hope to see
some of you at Richmond for the.Bi-Centennial Airshow. In the
meanttme remember that Airtourers were not designed to be parked..

MOORABBIN AIR MUSEUM'S VICTA 100 VH-BWI

As part of it's programme to preservesignificant Australian aircraft, the
Australian Aircraft Restoration Group, operators of the Moorabbin Air .
Museum have acquired Victa Airtourer 100 VH-BWI.

The aircraft (serial No. 81) was built in early 1965 as a standard Victa 100
fitted with a Rolls Royce Continental 0-200A engine. First owned by

Mr. Maurice John Flynn of Portland, Victoria, the aircraft was destined to
spend the largest part of it's flylng career with the Royal Aero Club of
South Australia. The excellent condition of the aircraft can largely be
attributed to the RACSA'S attention to detail as VH-BWI accumulated about
7000 hours of instructional and aerobatic flying whilst in their possession.
VH-BWI is believed to have been one of a trio of Victa 100's that performed
as a formation aerobatic team. Can anybody confirm this 7

The RACSA sold tleaircraft in 1979 to it's previous owner who geldom used
it. In 1981 VH-BWI was dismantled and placed in storage, from where the
museum purchased and removed it in May 1988, Following an epic recovery
mission the aircraft wastaken from it's South Australian resting place to
Kyneton airfield. VH-BWI will be reassembled and flown from Kyneton to
Moorabbin, hopefully in company with at least one other Victa,Mike Flsher 8

VH-CND.

Following it's delivery fllght the aircraft will become one of the
highlights in: the museun's new display building, although it may well fly
again on future occasions., To help us in the preparation of display material
the museum requires photographs or information regarding the aircraft's
history. Anyone who was associated with the aircraft during it's career

with the RACSA would be most welcome to contact the museum.

If any Airtourer Association member happens upon aircraft or artefacts of
importance to Australian aviation history, the Moorabbin Air Museum would

certainly like to hear from you.

The Moorabbin Air Museum can be contacted on :—
(03) 580 7752 or write to:

P.0. Box 242,

Mentone, Victoria, 3194,



"ANOTHER TRIP ‘ACROSS 0QZ! AUGUST 1987.

Having run out of excuses and by overwhelming public demand I
modestly 'takes up me pen' to set down the details of a comparatively
sedate and fairly uneventful trip across Australia in .'MUL', The two
most outstanding features of this trip were firstly, the wonderful
hospitality extended to ‘Merle and myself by the Alrtourer fraternity
and secondly, the weather!

Eor_decades Merle and Alan .Wood enjoyed the doubtful honour of
breaking droughts and causing weather phenomina hitherto unheard of.
For example one trip we couldn't land at Ayres Rock because it was
under water. ( The strip I mean!). This time however we actually had
to lay off the days we built in due to weather.

We departed Hoxton Park on Sydney's allotted one good day for August
and proceeded to Byron Bay, Australia's most easterly point. Thence a
sharp turn left, overnighted it at Casino and on to GCunnamulla still
enjoying 8/8's blue. While submitting details to Charleville next
morning I learned that Wood's weather was about to revert to ‘'normal'
ie reduced visability in dust . storms, 35 to 40 knot cross winds,
thunder storm activity and thirty minutes holding at Jacksen - all so
familiar even to the resulting absence of. cockpit chatter and domestlc

navigational arguments!

. I didn't really plan to fly so close to Jackson, I. guess a strong
" 'NDB and’a firm outbound to Innamlncka may have contributed. Innamincka
came up later rather than sooner and there were plenty of strips to
choose from. The frantic w1ndsock 1ndlcated a landing up hill which I
latched onto automatically as belng appropriate to my efforts .. except
this time I didn't even have the pointed stick! Having got to the top
of the hill the next act was to taxi down the road. The rocks and the
weather cocking meant this had to be done in stages. Merle walked.
Only the pub at the bottom could have provided such motivation. The
.wind howled all night and the next morning we ground ou¥ way back up
the hill and then off to Oodnadatta. : :

Once again.we had~a strong drift and this was corrected by observing
cloud . shadows across the dunes. This was great until later on we ran
out. of shadows. Also somet&;ng must have happened to the winds because
‘we ran out of ideas. Oodnatta NDB was fairly close .to where it should
have been according to our navigatlon 1 suppose one has to be a bit
tolerant to NDB errors! The Department's groundsmen cheerfully
refuelled us and we were turned around in less than twenty minutes. We
were the “second ‘aircraft through the area that week. They remarked
that if there were any more movements 'a ‘tower was 1nev1tab1e'

We continued on to Yulara, arr1v1ng on the evening of our forty
fifth wedding anniversary. 'The romance of the occasion was somewhat
marred by the cost of the accommodation.This meant that we had only
enough . funds to buy one 'take away' which T dutlfully shared a little

of with Merle!

Now the next leg across the desert was what the whole ¢trip was
about— that 1is getting from the East coast to the West coast in as
straight a line as range and facilities permitted. We pointed west and
nervously cast rearward glances at the  disappearing Olgas. This
resulted in entering into my usual loyalty pacts with God and all
sorts of wonderful maintenance programes for MUL. Warburton Mission
came up and efforts were made to take on the pre-arranged fuel. It was



Sunday and fairly relaxed. We found a portly Aboriginal dressed in a
Davy Crocket leather suit (it was about thirty five degrees in the
shade!). He had a big friendly smile and did try to help by proudly
showing me the church. I tried to explain that was not the service T
was seeking. Eventually we found a cheerful Scot-Candalan who
refuelled including the long range tank. All this and lots of water
etc contributed to my thoughts about MUL becoming more of an earth
loving creature,and then the associated dilemma of waiting for a drop
in temperature, resurfacing the strip, a wind change or sending Merle
to the 'loo' once again. Needless to say she drew the short straw and
complained bitterly about 'mot having a thing to wear'-~that also
helped the weight and balance. However off we went again. The take off
was almost disappointipng- no traumas, no down draughts, no exciting
'nothing on the clocks'. The faithful little kite simply took off
- pointed in the right direction and settled down to conveying her
occupants safely across the Gibson Desert as if it were a matter of

routine.

I can't say much about the mnext few hours. I couldn't find any
fixes; there was nothing to see; there was not even much to talk
about. Best of all there were no navigational! disputes between the
crew. (I loved that bit). Eventuslly the planned way point looked as
if it was going to work out. Lake Disappointment was wet and visable a
long way in the.distance. The rest of the journey was only a matter of
tlme. Ident from Newman was faint but good.

At Newman we enjoyed the hospitality of a friend of mine from
airlines. The following morning was well filled by a tour of the  mine
and support facilities. I took a photo of Merle relaxing between the
tread pattern of a truck tyre. One such tyre contains enough rubber to

make 1,250 car tyres. Fairly big stuff!

Qur -next stop was Wittenoon- a huge deserted airport, well
maintained but with no sign of life. We started to walk into town when
a sympathetic local discovered we two ageing waifs and gave us a lift.
He scared us by saying finding accommodation was doubtful, Finally we
stayed at the Fortesque Hotel. The hotel arranged a most extensive ten
hour coach tour of the wonderful gorges . Sadly the town is dying and
even more sadly in the true sense of the word due to asbestos , but
despite this the atmosphere, hospitality and spirit were wonderful and
the successful efforts to refuel us could only be related verbally,

(shandies and all that!).

The trip across the Hammersley Range abeam "Mount Tom Price and
Paraburdoo presented mno problems. I did expect to find the Range
higher and more rugged than it was. However the Gasgoine River system
looked pretty formidable country. Carnarvon was as lovely as ever.

After a few days lay off we headed across Shark Bay to Useless Loop
and Steep Point. Fortunately my silent apprehension on crossing this
bay was unfounded. Steep Point was aptly named and looked good as it
is the most western part of the mainland and marked the most enjoyable
crossing of 'Oz'- or simply 'going from one extremity to another!'.

We stayed at Geraldton and like Stan and Bonny Tilley enjoyed
learning something of its history of shipwrecks. We even stayed at the
Batavia Inn.. The mnext morning whilst submitting flight details the
bearded flight service bloke suddenly said 'Woody, you old bastard,
what are you doing here?' — an old mate from Mascot days. Needless'to
say Merle had to be patient. while we bridged the last seventeen years.
'Twas good 'cause he said 'you know the Aussies and Yanks are playing



at war up and down the coast?'We had co-incided our visit with the
U.S5. fleet from the Gulf, Some areas were active. Some weren't and
Dave went to a lot of trouble phoning to double check. No use getting
shot down and getting MUL scratched! OK off we go again. Had nicely
entered one Restricted area when Perth asked very pointedly for our
position and then a moment later, 'confirm'. STRUTH! What in time
seemed like a total communication failure, silence was eventually
broken by 'Disregard' and again we proceeded on our way rejoicing and
for once feeling a little superior.!

Arriving at Jandakot we were greeted by Jill and John Mulheron, and
showered with the wusual great welcome and the week's attention and
hospitality that followed in their delightful home.

Next we were off to Molerin, this time in the company of John, Jill
and Rod Swallow in MRI and MTE. Another great feature of this trip was
that we should be present at the W.A. Chapter's first official fly-in
as guests of Anne and Graeme King. All this wonderful spirit we shared
with Greg and Judy and Chris Chapman and even at the conclusion of
this beaut weekend the goodbyes were brightened up by accompanying
Greg and Judy back to Bruce Rock for the night.

Next day saw MUL's nose pointed towards the east and overnighted at
Caiguna where we -~caught up with ourselves, and did the accumulated
washing which gets draped all over the cockpit next day to dry
especially on the coaming On our way again and high over the Bight I
surveyed the scene of underwear spread around in almost wreckless
array and this prompted a remark like "Good God if we are umlucky
enough to have an incident this is going to look bloody silly in‘ the
Air Safety Digest!™.

The remainder of the trip home was one of which most of us are
familiar— along the Bight; the wsual capers re the <c¢liffs and
overnighting it at Ceduna and Mildura all in brilliant sunshine. Even
before reaching home there were mutterings in the cockpit like 'wonder
what it would be like to fly a straight track from Bass Straight to
Torres Straight? and so it goes on....

Tn conclusion I feel T must remark that I do not consider these
trips are anymore than what one should be capable of doing. They are
no particular feat. What is outstanding 1is that these wonderful
experiences are made even more wonderful by being shared with a
selfess and enthusiastic partner. After fifty years in aviation- the
best of all these years have been since flying airtourers and
participating in the pleasures of joining other families and frierds
simply messing about in airtourers.

Signed Gerry and Geraldine Atrick, (alias Alan and Merle Wood)

FOR SALE

LYCOMING 0-320EIA ENGINE - PART LIFE
AND
HARTZEL HC-C2YL-1BF CS PROP - ZERO HRS SHMOH

TO BE SOLD TOGETHER - SUIT SUPER AIRTOURER
$16,900 FOR BOTH

. FOR DETATILS - PHONE : ANDREW RONALD
GEELONG (052) 442050 (EVENINGS)



"HERE IS A THOUCHT

This corresponding time 1983 I submitted’ in the Newsletter a proposed
crossing of the Simpson Desert as a group by the Airtourer Association.

What a success that turned out -to be, 18 aeroplanes with 36 people eventually
making the crossing, arriving in Alice Springs on 7-8-1984,

On 26-12-85 five aeroplanes with 10 people left their departure points and
gathered at Kangaroo Island for a three week journey to visit our Western
Australian members, another successful venture,

Since those days many people have asked me, "when are you going to organise
g

another group get about". My answer has generally been, "I can't think of
anything that would top those trips".

A couple of months ago Barney Jones (who proudly owns VII-MUJ) mentioned to
me that some time in the not too distant future be plans to re-énact the
flight of VH-MUJ in the 1969 London/Sydney Air Race.

I'm sure all those at "Yarrandale" a couple of years back will remember
John Wynn as guest speaker and enjoying his slides of that epic journey,

Recently I spoke to Julian Johnson after hearing down the grapevine that it

is his intention to fly to England and return, around June, July, August 1990,
in VH-KWH. ar 00 o cociy oo 0 )

I guess by now your starting to get the drift. Tt could be said "Tsn't it a
little over ambitious", well maybe it is. Tt would require enormous pre—
planning and ground work to organise such a trip, maybe it's worth the effort,
maybe not. At this early stage I'm a starter.

Any person who would like to comment on this matter either as a participant
or an organiser please advise,

Whew ! well I did say at the beginning "Here is a Thought'"

John Treble.



QUEENSLAND AIRTOURFR FLY-IN TO KOORALBYN. JULY 30-31, AUGUST lst.

In typical Queensland weather, (Beautiful one day, perfect the next.) Seven
Airtourers, two other types and three cars arrived at Kooralbyn on the
Saturday to attend a rather sumptuous buffet-dinner—dance, during which, I
must admit, discussion did occasionally mention flying in its various forms,

Fortunately even the Sydneyites and Victorians had excellent clear weather
in which to travel. The experience must have been rather frightening for
Hugh and John to fly through 8/8ths blue, all the way, Still, we pilots
must get used to new and unusual conditions,

A"relaxed breakfast, - — no-one seems to like bacon and eggs - - maybe it
was the thought that they were to be prepared by Ken, who freely admits that
he can not compete with Stan in that department, that caused everyone to
decline the offer and settle for lesser fare. Then again, it may have been
the colour of the different cordials consumed the night before that
influenced the choice of breakfast:.

'Some of the more energetic did venture to the golf course, but to the
best of my knowledge, Greg Norman need have no fears of any really close
competition in the near future,

Flying occupied a portion of the day with first flights being given to two
spouses who expressed such enjoyment of the experience that we may have
two future budding pilots of the non male variety.

Some of the working class had to return on Sunday to be ready for the Monday
but some more fortunate souls had arranged "sickies” or some other equally
valid excuse to enable them to stay on for a little longer and five Airtourers
finally took off on Monday to go their different ways, after voting that the
three day weekend made for a more relaxing and enjoyable break.

Those attending were :-

VH-MWR Hugh Knox & Maureen VH-BQW John Plummer & Leonie
VH-MRF' Lindsay Marshall & Beryl VH~RQG Ray Abernethy & Karen
VH-MRZ Ken Bell & Jean VH-BXD Des Anderssen & Ron McKinnon
VH-RQH Noel Dean & Val VH-RQH Simon DeJoux & Rita
VH-CBA Ron Chernich & Margaret VH-BGM Graham Mudie (Mini Cab)
CAR Brian Clarke ‘ CAR Bob DeSailley & Mary
CAR Clyde & Annette CAR Peter Tuck, Trish & Geoff

CABLE,

-




A SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL MEMBERS WHC ATTENDED GRIFFITH

After the convention Stuart and I headed off for a nice little
holiday. We were able to get as far as Williamtown with the
O’Hallorans in RQL but then had to get on buses to get up to Port
Macquarie. Stuart and I were unable to get on the same bus due to
a lack of seats so I had to- 1et hlm go by hlmself.

To cut a long story short, Stuart managed to leave .-our camera
with 36 photographs of the d01ngs at Griffith on the bus and it

has not been seen SlnCE._‘

I would apprBCLate copies of. any photographs taken by any body of
anything at Griffith. In partlcular I would like a copy of the
group shot of the Aircraft parked in front of the Aero Club as
well as any photgraphs taken of individual aircraft.

Also, for the social pages, I would like any photographs of
people. doing whatever. _

could you please -identify alrcraft/people/places in any of the .
photographs by writing on the back. . .

While you are all delving into your photographs, could you pull
out any other photographs, and , if you can spare them, send then
along to me. I would like any of Griffith 10 years ago 1if

p0851ble.

Thank—-you in ant1c1pat10n of your support.

Recently an Association member rescued some very important and
historically significant Airtourer documents. They were
apparently no longer required by a "department" and were being

thrown out.

Needless to say this member is owed much by the'members of the
Assocliation as these documents include the original hand written
and thence typed flight certification test program and reports of

VH-FMM.

These documents will be preserved ﬁith the rest of the Airtourer
Historical information that has been obtained to date. I hope to
be able to publish some of this data in future Newsletters.

To our helpful member, a very big thank-you for procuring these
papers and passing them onto us.

Kerry & Stuart Hilsberg

Historians.
‘FOR SALE
VH-MTH a Victa 115 at $22,000.00. 350 hours to run for
engine overhaul. 1060 hourly just completed.

Contact Brian Palmer,
12 Aubrey Street, Fordsbridge, Bourke, New South Wales 2840,



THE_LOW HORSEPOWER ALTERNATIVE

Hot days, heavy aircraft and marginal strips are not the sort of conditions
appreciated by owners of 100 and 115 hp aircraft. I guess most pilots have
been uncomfortably close to the fence sometime or another. Certainly a

150 hp Engine Refit can do a lot in overcoming this earth hugglng phenomenom
but in the process, it can cripple the hip pocket nerve,

In recent months I have been evaluating two new variable pitch Propellers
produced by West German firms which will provide a greatér degree of operational
flexibility for 100 hp and 115 hp Victas., The beauty of these Propellers lies

in the fact that no modification to the engine is required. The old fixed pitch
prop is removed and the new VP prop fitted, There is no requirement for a
hollow crankshaft as the units do not use engine oil and are completely self

contained.

The first Propeller is electrically controlled via 4 miniature control panel
fitted in the instrument panel. There are two versions of this control panel,
one of which varies the pitch of the blade by the operation-of a course/fine
toggle switch, An alternative controller adds a knob which is set to the
required RPM and this in effect is a constant speed unit. The blades are

of composite material and should provide excellent durability. A failure of
the electronic control unit will cause the propellor to fail safe in the
fine position. :

The second Propeller is fully automatic. There are no attachments or
connections. At full power settings the blades are at full fine pitch. At
lower power setitings, the blades coarsen at a designed shedule rate. The
blades of this Propeller are also to be of composite material,

Performance wise, initial tests have indicated that the expected improvements
in take off performance is approx 10%, climb - 107 and cruise 5% - 7%, This
is dependant on aircraft.type but is typical of Cessna 150 figures.

Both Propellers have been certificated in Europe on the Continental 0-200

and certification is pending on' the Lycoming 0-235, Aircraft currently flying -
the Propellers include Cessna 150's and a variety of European Designs. It is
not expected that DOT & C approval of the Propeller for use on the Airtourer
100 and 115 would be difficult within the bounds of the European SIC's

I am currently compiling a list of owners whe would have an interest in
fitting one of these Propellers to their aircraft in the future following
Australian Certification, in order to present the manufacturers with a
proposal that would enable us to present as a powerfull purchasing force and
thus save ourselves a reasonable percentage of the purchase cost at the same
time, buying improved peformance at a fraction of the cost of a 150 hp upgrade.

I would ask those interested to drop me a line at my home address and I'1l let
you know as many details as I have. You can write to me at :-

Barney Jones, 180 Main Road, Riddells Creek, Vic. 3431.

Remember, a 100 hp engine at full take off power spins.a fixed pitch prop
-at around 2250-2300 RPM. This is only an effective enginé power of around
55% = 55 hp., wouldn't it be nice to be able to get 2750 on take—off ?

Happy landings,

Barney Jones.
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THE TALE OF THE TRAVELLING T-SHIRTS

OR . .
THE GREAT ANZAC REUNION AT GRIFFITH AERO CLUB

Graham arrived at the Aero Club looked arcund, took stock — stock ? Where was

the stock ? His precious store of Airtourer T-Shirts, all neatly sorted into

plastic bags according to size and colour. Where were they ?

The Griffith Club member noted that something was amiss with our usually

cheerful Secretary. When he enquired, something certainly was amiss - the

missing T-Shirts ! Graham explained how the shirts were packed in plastic )

bags, Light dawned on the members face. "We did the garbo run last night; ‘ :
anything in plastic bags goes".

They commandeered the closest car and rushed to the local tip, where a search

of the latest dumpings revealed: nothing ! The tip scavenger watched their

vain efforts "You looking for something ?" They explained. He beckoned. Wordless,
they followed. He opened his car boot. There, all neat and clean, were the rows
of T-Shirts in their plastic bags, according to their size and colour, sufficient
in size and quantity to keep him and his family in T-Shirts for years.

What relief! what joy! As they transferred the bags from the tip sweeps boot

to the Aero Clubs boot, they offered him thanks, they offered him beer, "Nah"
says he. "She's right mate., T already got a box of full ones off here last

night",
Back at the Club, and restored to his T-Shirts and his usual equable demeanocur

Graham pondered whether he could charge an extra dollar, or why not two
dollars, for genuine restored T-Shirts,

, B0npie_Tilley.

I nearly had o shoot Aim.

Happy Ending = The Joyful Reunion

Ve nearly had o disgsten.




