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ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

15 -11-1987 N.S.W. Branch Picnic Lunch, Port Macquarie

5 -12-1987 N.5.W., VIC./TAS Branches combined Fly-In to Mallacoota.
6 -12-1987 (Details this Newsletter) :

23 - 4-1988 Airtourer Association 10th Annual Cenvention to b .h

1d
24 — 4-1988 at Griffith N.S.W, ° e
25 4-1988 y

11 - 6-1988 Queensland Branch Fly-In to Kooralbyn.

12 - 6-1988 (Queens Birthday Weekend)
13 H-1988

I

!

N.S.W., VIG/TAS BRANCHES COMBINED FLY-IN TO MALLACOOTA

At the last count approx. 24 people had advised organiser John Plummer
acceptance to attend the Mallacoota fly-in, 5th and 6th December 1987, so

a great week-end has now been assured.
As indicated in the last Newsletter, veservations at the motel would only

be held until 31-10-1987, For those who hadn't made their reservation but
would still like to attend, need to contact the Mallacoota Flag Inn Motel

direct,
At the time of going to press the program had not been finalised but you
"will receive one in the mail before departure,

Arrivals by lunch time Saturday. Sunday morning will be a launch trip.’
Fuel will not be available.

Cheers
John Treble.

10TH ANNUAL CONVENTION - GRIFFITH 1988

The 23ad, 24th and 25th of Apail 1987, was chosen fon ourn 10th Annual
Convention as it is a Long week-end thaoughout Austnalia, so for those
memliens who in the past had oo farn 1o travel fon oun usual 2 day event
may now fe alle o atlend and make it oun fest ecvern Convention,

The Lanigana Mloted has feen pre-fooked so accommodation is assuned plus the
Griffith Aeno Clul are T00% fehind ws, The Sul-commitice il fe visiting
Griflith in the nean futune to Linalise all annangements, :

Evenything Ls shaping up nicely for what will fe a great 104tk Convention.,

A full and detailed program, accommodation Ffoam, ete. ele,, wilé fe included
in oun nexit (Febauany) Newslelien,

The next Newsfetten No, 44 will fe published during Felauany, 7988, Wnitien
contribulions to fe with the Editon by the 3712 danuany, 71988,




ANOTHER DELIGHTRUL"YARRANDALE'"

(With regrets that the W.A contingeﬁt couldn't join us.)

Who ever teed up the magnificent weather for the weekend of September
26-27 deserves a big pat on the back. Instead of shivering people muddling
.around thosevolcanic pre historic heaters, there were sunbakers searching

for the block-out,

For the first time in many years, Sydney Airtourers were represented in
great strength. Mo nzed for foreign IFR aircraft, or playing dodgem

through the rainshowers. Sonny had prepared the 1809 - 360 strip well,
and nearly everyone arrived on his own two wings ..... with one or two

exceptions,

Tony and I taxied EQA out to runway 22 in brilliant sunshine, and decided
to remain at 500 feet AGL, while maintaining runway heading with only a
minor diversion to follow the Pelicans down the.Lachlan ( and to avoid
Forbes aerodrome), we flew steadily south-west, and suddenly we had to
climb -to reach "Yarandale" circuit height. As we had been too low for radio
contact, it was nice to hear Ken Bell on the line as we came over the top.

As we taxied in, we saw a sight to gladden the heart: two CT4's from
Point Cook, come to play with their smaller cousins. Thankyoun, Grabam
Sparrow, for cajoling your C.0. into letting you fly the flag once again,

There were one or two visiting alrcraft - a Jodel which was only passing
through, and KCH, a 182 Tin Can which was looking a little apologetic,

Only about 12 "real" aeroplanes at this stage, however., Tony and I un-

loaded the tent and sleeping bags ... this was our first attempt at aircamping.
Thank goodness it stayed fine!

After checking in with Doreen, vwho tried to charge us double because of our
"fleet ownership MTH and EQA), it was great to see lots of old. friends,
especially Stan Tilley, who had thrown a cat among the pigeons in two ways:
1. he had brought the Tin Can, and 2. instead of the red-headed Bonnie,

he had brought thered-headed Sue! He was given many smart remarks for

his pains. :

Stan was very concéerned about MYH, pining away In the hangar at Parkes

and hoped its spinner would not be too much out of joint by being left
behind. After all, it is a senior member ... etc... anyway, the next we knew,
Stan and I were pushing KCH into the Parkes hangar, and MTH was winging its
way under a flock of Ibis (flying far too high) and a very large Wedge-tailed
Fagle, back to the party. .

As we came into the circuit at "Yarrandale", MTH was "monstered" by a white
Airtourer in striped pyjamas. We blamed Ray Abernethy at the time, but he
hadn't .arrived. It was MTI just showing off its new paint job, with Gerry and

Pam Lawson at the helm,

By now there was so'many Airtourers on the ground, we had to begin a third
row in the parking area. Unfortunately RSJ had to leave early, but it was
lovely to catch up with Peter and Marjorie, if only briefly,

It was time for the Magical Mystery Tour on the West Wyalong School Bus.
ably manouvred by Stan Wright. It was a very warm afternoon, and in-bus

refreshments were popular.

There were about 25 of us on the bus; the otherintrepid flyers stayed behind.
to play with each other's aircraft, practising formation acrobatics, counting
the eggs in the galahs' nests, and playing polo with the radio mast.

The Eucalyptus oil factory on the "Tallimbalong" property is definitely the
place to work if you suffer from sinus trouble. The overwhelming smell of
gumleaves (blue mallee) assailed our nostrils as we de-bussed. We were met

by Andrew Cumming, a South African expatriate with a delightful accent and

a huge fund of information. We were all impresssed by his enthusiasm for his
work, and for his methodical approach, even to our tour as visitors. Starting
with the historical old distillery, he explained the old process, the
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propergation of oil-producing eucdlfpts the care of the land, and the
modern process of distillation, Qulte an eye-opener for people who have
only had to call in to the Chenlst s for a bottle.

From the air, the property is most interesting; the.paddocks planted
and harvested mechanically contrasting with the natural paddocks where the ,

blue mallee must he harvested by hand.,

Back to "Yarrandale" we drove, smelling of gum-oil, for drinks, barbecue and
talk into the night. As always, Stan Wright and the West Wyalong Airtourers Paul
and Brian, catered splendidly for our stomachs - there is always a hot snack
or cold drink, or hot water for coffee or tea, Their efforts are always most

appreciated.

The next morning,-after two aeroplanes had taxied right through our fent,
Tony and T took up Betty's challenge to catch a fish in the dam. We had
just as much co-operation from the scaly little devils as we had had the

‘night before. Not even a nibble.

However, there was plenty of action overhead. The morning skies over
"Yarrandale" looked like a rehearsal for "Battle of Britain — II". If
Sonny's cows have been producing cheese or yoghurt since then, I wouldn't
be surprised.

Several of our members returned from certain aerchatlc sessions with
smiles permanently etched on their faces, "The best thing .. even better
than my first can of beer! said one stalwart. I know T had to show Tony
the phone bill before he stopped smiling. Just HOW does a CT4 rate

comparatively with a 150 or 115 ?

It was really great to meet some "first timers'" in the persons of Betty
Kirkup and Pam lawson; we missed Judy Crocker, Bev Gilmour and Bonnie T.
It was nice to see Dick Sims and Guy Main again in good form,

Poor old Fergie got there early and ended up bed-ridden with 'flu',but
managed to emerge into the Sunday sunlight. Alex Hood looked like a refugee
from the Comancherios as he rode up on VHE-MOTG,

There were many happy faces, much discussion, multo arguments for and

-against certain medifications, tacties; fuels ... everything that always

goes on at "Yarrandale',
Lunch was at. West Wyalong on Sunday - and a new arrival, MUX from Albury
brought the tally to 26 aeroplanes based on the Airtourer design - a
very successful fly-in indeed. .
We must thank Betty Rankin for her ever enthusiastic welcome to so many
"family" members who invade her front yard and break the tranquillity
of the rural setting. Thankyou for having us Betty, we love to be there,
and hope we can come hack again ( and catch a fish ?) next year.
. ) Liz Matthews

Apologies:

Peter Moore  George Penfound

Paul Carey Earl Johnson

Greg Wardman Wagga F.S.U.

P.S. Tony and I called in to see BEarl and Carol in Taree and they send
their best to all their friends. Even though out of the air at the moment,

they still like -to hear news.

Visiting Aircraft
VH-JSP - JODEL — Simon Pike

VH-BIKE — Alex Hood
VH--CAR - John Ferguson
VH-KOH - C182 - Stan Tilley, Sue Clarke & Ron Flakowski;

VH-RRE ~ Cherckee
—~. Guy Main, chk Sims, Stewart Reid, FEric Ball.

VH-CAR — Andrew & Pat Cumming "Talllmbalong




YARRANDALE ATTENDANCE

MVR - Sonny & Betty Rankin RSJ - Peter & Marjorie Roche

MUL - Alan & Merle Wood CRK - John & Doreen Treble

RQL - Stuart & Kerry Hilsherg MWR - Hugh & Maureen Knox

MRZ -~ Ken & Jean Bell : MVI - Stuart Krichauff & Bill Miller
MOI - Barry Gray & Darren Georgeson IOF - Rick Evans

BGW - John & Leonie Plummer RQG - Ray Abernethy

MOG - Bob Gilmour & Robert.Adams FME - Jim Crocker

MKL - Ian Donovan ) KHP - Col Taylor

EQA - Tony & Liz Matthews MIT - Gerry & Pam Lawson

MTC - Graham Wood & Ron Stiebel FMA - WWL - Stan Wright, Paul Reedy
MIH - Liz Matthews & Stan Tilley Brian Hamblin

MOJ - Warren & Betty Kirkup MUX - Vin & Simon Thomas

MRF - Lindsay & Beryl Marshall Al19-062. - Graham Sparrow & Philip McMahon
A19-061 - Bill Henman & Andy Ball

YARRANDALE 1987 - September 25, 26 & 27th

Again Yarrandale proved to be a well attended event even though there
had to be a change of date, which is not always good. However we did
combine with theWest Wyalong Aero Club on the 27th and over the whole
weekend, Iwould like especially to thank those Aero Club members Paul
Reedy, Brian Hamblin and their friends who assisted under their President
Stan Wright, My personal thanks also go to Fergie our very active member .
from Queensland. John came a week before this event and was a tower of
strength, my personal thanks John, was so sad that you ended up on the
sick list.

Due to our change of date quite a number of our members could not attend
and I would like to personally say "so sorry", we did miss you all. We
were delighted to hear from our RAAF mate Simon Ford, we do hope to see
you soon. Not to forget our CT4 personell who attended Yarrandale under
‘the command of Graham Sparrow, wonderful to see you all.

The most encouraging fact is that those who Could not attend took the
trouble to write, ring or send their apologiaes:— - -

Would like . to mention that quite a number of video cameras were present,
but alas we could not show the tapes. I can assure you, for the 1988
"Yarrandale" we will have all the complete equipment to show our members
a complete collection of these films taken by our members.

Lets make ‘1988 "YARRANDALE" an EVENT TO FIT THE BICENTENNTAL...

Happy and safe Airtouring,
Sonny.

BARB STOTT HONORED

Barb Stott, the sister—in charge of the Northern Territory Aerial Medical
Service, was awarded an International Womens Pilots' Association Amelia Earhart
Scholarship worth almost $7000, Tt will enable Barb, who has been co-ordinating
and directing the overall operations of the NT aerial medical service, to

train for a commercial pilots licence. She has logged almost 600 hours as a
private pilot and about 700 hours as a flight sister,

Congratulations Bark and good Luck,

In previous years the Alrtourer Association has been well represented in the
Annual Southern Cross Air Race. An additional crew this year (Nov. 21 & 22)
will be John Treble and Kerry Hllsberg flying VH-CRK, Expect a report in our

next Newsletter.




10 DARWIN AND'THE WEST

- — BY THE ALAN BLAKNEY MOONEY

It was at Geralton that I wandered over to look at the three
ARMY Ultralights - which were planning a trip across the Great

Sandy Desert,

"G'day Stan - what are you doing here?" As their intrepid
leader turned out to be Major DON McNAUGHT - an old flying mate,
from many an Airtourer fly-in.

This was Jjust one of the many incidents - almost coincidents
that made our flight to Darwin and the West such fun.

We (Bonnie and myself) had left Launceston the day after the
air show (the SPITFIRE was magnificent) with my brother John
and his wife Judy as passengers in the Alan Blakney Mooney.

Weather was'so so: and 'so so was Judy - which was a-wbrry,as we
had a long way to go - but’ a leisurely lunch at Mt. Gambier after
a magnificent sweep up the Victorian coast, past the Twelve _
Apostles - seemed to fix both the weather and Judy's discomfort.

However, on take-off we found we had no Vac pump, so it was

"hand flying" into Adelaide for an overnight repair job. John
was delighted - he had not been to Adelaide so we "did" the

city - culminating with a magnificent meal on board the "Buffalo"

at Glenelg, a replica sailing ship,

No problem (except cost) with the repairs - so it was up and
away -to Coober Pedy, via Pt. Pirie, Port Augusta & Woomera,
across the magnificent salt lakes and already into the "RED"

centre.

We slept underground at Coober Pedy - you have got to be there
to believe it!! A real "Wild West" town - but beautiful big
opals and even bigger stories about "the one that got away",

Next it was Ayers Rock and the Olgas. Super sight as we crossed
the Musgrave Ranges - then up and over, round and back to the
rocks in turn. Still not satisfied we landed at Yulara, hired
a car and then drove back to the rocks again.

Guess we were the only party to go over the top of Ayers rock
twice in one day - first by Mooney - then by foot, completing
a magnificent day by climbing the Olga Gorge by the setting sun,

Alice Springs a “short" 1; hours away, so there was plenty of
time to visit the Air Museum, original Alice Springs Telegraph
Station - not to mention Stanféy Chasm and Simpsons Gap - as
well as have lunch in the towns newly constructed Mall.

We eventually decided not to pitch our tents but opted for an
on-site caravan and what luck - that night it rained and rained.

Next morning the mist was .on the hills - but base was a good 800"
and visibility 10km. Imagine our surxprise when after starting
out we were told "aerodrome closed". ' .

"But in Tasmania......e.....




"Tisten mate - this is NOT Tasmania - we get this weather 3 times
a year and we enjoy closing the aerodrome".

So back to Alice for-a camel ‘ride, the date farm, the motor
museum, and finally a "special VFR" (base 1200', visibility
20 km) we were enroute for Darwin,

Very red, very hot, very flat, and very, very blIG, so after
about 4 hours, and as brother John's namesake JOHN TILLEY,
runs TILAIR (we never did meet him!) from Katherine - we decided

to stay over nlght there

"Lucky to get a cab - it's Frlday night and the abbos have
booked the lot".

They just about had too, and were belng dropped off in the park
~ complete with wine casks for a coroboree

"Don't go out alone after dark”.

Rather sad - but Katherine looked a lot better in the morning
and the "DREAMTIME" Motel had given us a magnificent meal that
night. Much more than we could eat for $25.00 - For FOUR!!

Darwin, an hour_aﬁay, seemed so brilliant; clear, fresh and new.
Still some signs of Cyclone Tracey, like 2 toilets sitting out in
an empty block - but beautiful flowers.

Once again, .quite accidentally, the timing was perect, we caught
the Saturday Mall, and were spot on for feeding the fish at
Doctors Gulley. . '

We did everything "wrong" like swim in warm, shallow, estuary.
water, in company with kids, dogs and horses, and yet did not
get stung by blue bottles or eaten by crocs, (it was the right
time of the year). We even went shopping in the new Casurina
éﬁdﬁﬁfﬁg'éentre : '

We could have and should have planned for longer in Darw1n

Salt flats and mangrove lined rivers domlnate the North West
" coastline -~ across the Daly and Victoria rivers entering into
Joseph Bonaparte Gulf - thence inland past the relatively small
area irrigated by the Ord Scheme to Kunanurra.

Hot - sure was at 37°, but it did not seem to worry either the
people or the plane :

Lovely little place with the diversion dam right alongsrde and
the Argyle Lake, as big as Great Lake - not far away.

Impressive -: because of the great "white elephant" it's been -
but no where near as impressive as the Argyle diamond mine - a
massive open-cut. 96%.commercial diamonds with never a chance
for another "Star of Africa" as "oversize" diamonds are
automatically crushed. .But the 4% gemstones - what stones! But

that's another story.

From gemstones to Bungles.. Yes the Bungle Bungles, an incredible
rock formation in the Northern Kimberleys of red striated rocks
which look for all the world like a mass of beehives,




As we swooped low around these weirdo formations, little did we
know that there was probably another "welrdo" (armed with a hlgh
powered rifle) in the district who a week oriso later weént

beserk.

Then a long hike to DERBY which looked pretty uninviting, to
BROOME which was grea%, Glorious weather, super beaches, lots
of colour and charaéter, lots of pearls and lots of history and’
an aeroplane englne on every second street corner"'

"What did your daddy do in the WAR?"

Well apparently what daddy didn't do was make public knowledge,
the fact that 24 flying boats (16 Dutch owned Dorniers) were
sunk in the first Japanese raid on Broome in 1942. So when
the tide is low, bltS can’ stlll be salvaged from the sea bed.

Regretfully leaving Broome we followed the 80 mile beach to
Pt. Headland, Dampier to Learmonth.

Massive facilities for shipping out - iron ore, gigantic salt .
works, extensive rail systems, designed to sell the wealth of
the North West (Mt. Newman, Tom Price) to mostly, Japan. It's
easy to see that Australia is getting lots of money from this
area, but should we be selling just the raw materlals7 Would

it not be better to sell the finished product?

Learmonth was our only real planning "mistake". Lots of

nav1gatlon aids, a runway about 2 miles long, but no fuel. Then
the "penny dropped“ the place is apparently only a base for the
United States to servige the glant tracklng station on the North
West cape. (We noted about 7 aerlals, 'some nearly 2,000 feet

high).

So to Exmouth which was worse,'as the strip was in very poor
repair and the refueller would ohly sell a drum of 200 litres.
As this was only a "comfort stop" and a quick dip showed lots
of fuel anyway - we took off for CARNARVON.

"This whole coast is full‘of history of the old dutch explorers
who regularly "piled- up" on the offshore jislands. Having read. -
several books by Hugh Edwards - it was great to see it all,
then later to follow up with a visit to the Perth maritime
museum and see the restoration of the "Batavia”.

With the Mooney we were"just slipping® over great distances with’
Little effort. So quite quickly one seems to be leaving the red
parched desert lands for the intense citrus: orchards of Carnarvon,
to the chequered wheat fields of Geralton. As mentioned it was
at Geralton that we met up with Don McNaught. .

“There is a MACHI flying alongside" remarked a passenger as I .
was busy loading a film - as "George" the aytopilot flew the

aeroplane

Gave him - the MACHI - a friendly wave, then quickly checked,
no' George was on course tracking perfectly - but a friendly chat
with Squadron Leader chks later revealed that we were wrong.

We should have been trackingwvisually followrng the exact coast;
line, but the direct track took us 2 miles inside PEARCE ZONE

for a distance of 5 miles!!




1 llke PERTH and FREMANTLE was - stlll all the_"go"'as the
aftermath of the cup. »

Time only to catch up with a few relatives and the ARGYLE
diamonds. Almost accidentally got talking to a jeweller who

gave us the story and showed us these fabulous gems. The climax
came when both Judy and Bonnie tried on a particular stone in a
ring settlng Price - .a mere $87,000. Did they have two? No

it was a unique stone - pity as I had really wanted two identical

as eardrops!

Irish, emerald green as we headed south for Bupbury and Albany
- what a contrast. . _ \

Pleasant memoriés,of habpy days spent with_Alan Blakney at
Boyup Brook, the original Mooney home - then into the mist and
rain to Albany and along to Esperence.

Quite an eye opener - two big ships and we were just in time to
see the W.A., sail training ship "LEEWIN" depart into the storming

night.
Our taxi. driver was a fountain of information.

"A few frultcakes - but lots of tourists from Perth, Kalgorlie,
CANADA!, Norseman and you must see the PINK LAKE -~ its caused

by the ALLERGY“

Next day was spent flying mostly below ground level as we sped
~along the spectacular cliffs around the GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT.
These dropped. vertlcally 100 to 150 metres - straight from the
NULLABOR - which is as flat as a billiard table - into the sea.

Overnighted .a WHYALLA - a BHP Company town - not nearly so
attractive as MILDURA where we spent the follow1ng day on the

banks ©of the Murray

Friends on a property at Déniliquin were a must. But a phone
call from the aerodrome found only one son Peter and a couple
of utes at home - with the rest of the famlly expected later

from Melbourne

Obviously we won}t all fit in one ute é.so_Peter arrives driving
TWO {the second on a fixed tow - for some reason recently banned
in Tassie).

A hilarious night so it was almost a relief to find it raining in
the morning - delaying our departure. Eventually WAGGA allowed

a special VFR entry (no problem as the last 6 times I have passed
through WAGGA - 4 have been on “spec1als" )

Canberra - John & Judyﬂs hometown was definitely a NO NO,” so .we
regretfully said farewell as they grabbed a hire car for the last
leg. Later we also departed with the weather improving enough
for us to fly night VMC from King Island to Devonport.

This really fitted in quite well as we were able to spend a night
with daughter Jackie and husband Bernie -~ proud parents of our
new grand daughter Carmel,




So it was back to Hobart and work the next day.

Altogether a wonderful trip. We should have perhaps allowed
another week or so to enable us to visit our many friends from

Darwin to Perth but.......!

The Alan Blakney Mooney was (dare I say it, as a VICTA AIRTOURER
OWNER), the perfect aeroplane for the job; fast, economical and

comfortable

Where to next? Well Cape York - the Gulf Country and Mt. Isa
looks interesting. . . -

FLYING TIMES (TACHO READING)

2/5 HOBART TO TLAUNCESTOW | 0.9
4/5 LAUNCESTON - MT. GAMBIER -~ ADELAIDE 5.53
5/5 ADELAIDE - COOBER PEDY 2.63
6/5 COOBER PEDY -~ YULARA 2.72
7/5 YULARA - ALICE SPRINGS 1.75
8/5 ALICE SPRINGS - TINDAL . 4,46
9/5 TINDAL - DARWIN ' 1.43
10/5 DARWIN - KUNUNURRA - BROOME 6.18
12/5 BROOME - LEARMONTH ~ EXMOUTH - CARNARVON

- GERALTON 8.14
13/5 GERALTON - PERTH , 1.99
14/5 PERTH - ESPERENCE 3,50
15/5 ESPERENCE ~ CEDUNA - WHYALLA 6.60
16/5 WHYALLA - MILDURA - DENILIQUIN . 3.64
17/5 DENILIQUIN - WAGGA - DEVONPORT 5.22
18/5 DEVONPORT - HOBART 1.07
TOTAL -(ABOUT 33 HOURS PER DAY) 54,95

TOTAL MILEAGE - 6752 NAUTICAL, WITH HEADWInpS MOST OF THE TIME,
AVERAGE GROUND SPEED WAS 123.

FUELLING WAS AT : (NO DELAYS AT ALIL)
LAUNCESTON, GAMBIER, PARAFIELD, COORER PEDY,

YULARA, ALICE SPRINGS, TINDAL, KUNUNURRA,
CARNARVON, JANDACOT, ESPERENCE, CEDUNA,
MILDURA, WAGGA.

ONE CALL OUT FEE - $25.00 AT TINDAL.

ONE CALL OUT FEE - $10.00 AT EXMOUTH - BUT FUEL REFUSED AS

) MINIMUM PURCHASE 200 litres.

LANDING FEE $2.00 AT COOBER PEDY. $4.50 KUNUNURRA

NO .FUEL AT LEARMONTH.

Stan Tilley.




COLLISI

N Western Australia, a private pilot was mak-
I ing a business trip throughout the north-west
of the State. After arriving at Port Hedland, he
learnt that another member of his company, who
was travelling in another Victa aircraft, was at
Whim Creek 60 miles away and, as they had busi-

ness to discuss, he flew from Port Hedland to

Whim Creek with the intention of staying there
overnight. The township of Whim Creek is on
the highway midway between Port Hedland and
Roebourne.

As he arrived over the settlement, the pilot
noticed that his colleague’s aircraft was parked in
front of the hotel in the township itself. The pilot
landed at the nearby aerodrome but soon after-
wards a local resident arrived and informed him
that the other aircraft was parked in front of the
hotel for safety because there was a risk of a bush-
fire. There was also the fact that other aircraft
which had previously been left unaltended at the
aerodrome had been looted. The resident explained
that the other Victa had fanded normally on the
straight stretch of road immediately to the west
of the township, and then taxied to the hotel area.

To assist the pilot to locate this suitable area
of the road, the local resident boarded the aircraft

with the pilot. After taking-off, the pilot made a
low run along the recommended section of road
and decided he could land, Because the sun was
low on the horizon and visibility inio the west
was considerably reduced, he then decided to land
into the east although it meant landing with a
slight downwind component.

The landing was made successfully and after
selecting the flaps up, the pilot applied power and
maintained a fast taxi-ing speed. Approaching a
bend in the road just before reaching the hotel
area however, the aircraft seemed to crab to the
left across the road. The pilot applied full star-
board rudder but the aircraft continued to move
to the left and the port wing struck a signpost, as
shown in the photograph, and swung off the road.
The port wing sustained both major skin damage
and distortion of thé basic wing structure. Both
blades of the propeller were severely damaged as
a-result of striking stones on the side of the road.

The pilot said. afterwards that he believed the
accident was the result of his anxiety to clear the
roadway as soon as possible, in that he had
attempted to taxi too fast which, with the tailwind
component, caused the aircraft to swing.,

The white arrow indicates the point struck by
the aircraft's wing.

Riglt{: The aircraft where it came next affer siriking
the signpost. The section of road on which the air-
craft landed can be seen in the distance.

Such an explanation however, is surely only
rationalising what was an inherently hazardous
operation, as the stretch of road on which the
pilot landed fell well short of the minimum require-
ments of an authorised landing area. In the cir-
cumstances, the expensive outcome of the pilot’s
decision, especially when considered in the light
of the accidents described in the September Digest
Iast year, is hardly surprising.




It is important to note that even if the styeich
of road on which the pilot landed in this instance
had met the physical requirements for an auth-
oxised Ianding area, as specified in AIP AGA-4
and the Visual Flight Guide, the Janding. would

not be vsed withoui the occupier’s consent”, In
the case of a public road the “occupier” would
normalty be the local government authority or
the road board with whom the control .of the
road is vested, It is thus an offence to land an
aivcraft on a road, no matter how sunitable it

would appear to be, unless the pilot has first

still have been illegal. AGA-4-1 stafes, among )
obtained the consent of the controlling authority.

other general requirements, that “the area shall

The other Victa parked in front of the hotel. It was the position of this aircraft that. inspired the pilot
involved in the accident to attempt his landing on the road.

TERERRS TSR
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Once again we thank the D,0.A. Aviation Safety Digest for peamssion to: pullish
this anticle in the Newsletten, . .

AN TINSTRUMENT INTEREST STORY BY JOHN TREBLE

Many times during our flying careers we have all experienced looking from
inside Aero Clubs or Briefing Offices, watching the drizzle or stratus outside
and saying to oneself, "wouldn't it be great to have an Tnstrument Rating'.

The main reason I retired last AGM as a Director of the Airtourer Co-0Op Ltd,
was flying to Sydney for a meeting but due to weather averaging another 2 days
before T could depart Narellan for home. )

Thé same old answer kept coming up :- the heavy and lengthy theory commitments,
the cost of gaining and maintaining an Tnstrument Rating, the 6 monthly.
renewals, etc., etc., for the amount of times within a year I got caught out
was in my view not worth the effort,

However, earlier this year I read in A.0.PA. that DOA were changing the
procedures to gain and maintain an Instrument Rating , mainly a one exam
TInstrument Rating Test, which started to look interesting.

A committee meeting was held at Yarrandale on 13-7-1987 and while there I
discussed with Alan Wood what I would need to do to upgrade VH-CRK to LIFR.
The straw that broke the camels back was when hailfway home from our meeting
1 couldn't complete the journey due weather.

I started classes during August (2 nights a week for 4 Weeks) passed the
exam 1 week after Yarrandale Fly-in, presently having VH-CRX upgraded and
hoping to start the flying part during November.

T thought this story could be of some interest to members, so the next
thrilling episode will be in February's Newsletter




“their role.’ .

After a leisurely breskfast the men wandered down to the hangar so that Alan
could minister to MUP to save Graeme wearing some exhaust gases, The women took
the chunce to walk through some the wildflowers nearby.

" With MUP back on deck the flying commenced, MUP,MTK, MRI & MOC indulging in some
more aeros, then with MRI & MOC in some formation flying, With Rob Meney!'s
assistance his 182 was pressed into service as the photographic plane, and

shots of MUL & MRI in formation were taken, as with MUP & MOC,

With theweekenddréﬁingto a close we headed back to the house to enjoy a latish
BBQ lunch,

Before departure we had all six Airtourers lined up, with much clicking from many
cameras.Probably the 1ast thing Alan Wood had on his mind when he was -building -
Airtourers was that many years later he would see six of them lined up in the far
north eastern wheatbelt of WA.

Chris Chapman raided the King's little house, removing a few rolls 6f toilet paper
and then preceeded to scatter them around the countryside. They obv1ously don't
use Sorbent in the Chapman household!

Sadly a very happy and successful weekend came to a close, and MUP was left in
peace at Mollerin, Our grateful thanks to Graeme and Anne for providing the
ingre&ients for a great weekend, ‘

Just as we had company going up to Mollerin, we had MUL on our wing tip on the way
back to Bruce Rock, where Alan and Merle spent the night before commencing their

homeward journey.

Three Alrtourers took part in a field of 35 alrcraft in the Great Western Air Race,
MTK, MRI & MUP made the JandakotnEsperanceQJandakot trip with twoe erews being
suceessful, Chris Ghapman‘and Barry Gething in MTK won the "Best Performance in

a Tyo Place Aircrafi" trophy, John and Jill Mulheron won the "Best Performance

by a Pilot Over 50 Years" trophy(”Old Duffers" prize as John put‘mt)Graeme King
and Judy Rutherford had an enJoyable time in MUP,

~ MOC was left at Jandakot to witness the comings and goings while Greg Rutherford
"navigated Kevin Cole's 180 to third overall,

Greg Rutherford '

P

Greg and Judy Rutherford make mention
that anyone travelling to the West, make it
mandatory to sample their hospitality.



MOLLERIN ROLL CALL
VH-MUP  Graeme & Anne King
VH=-MUL ~ Alan & Merle Wood
VH-MRI  John & Jill Mulheron
VH-MTE  Rod & Christopher Swallow
VH-MTK  Chrig & John Chapman
VH=-MOG  Greg & Judy Rutherford

P VH-TCT (C182)  Rob & Pat Meney

s

VH-FOW (PA-22) Don Bent

VH=-CAR  Barry & Anne Gething
A weekend fly-in for the WA branch of the Airtourer Association was held at Graeme

and Anne King's farm at Mollerin on September 12-~13, Flying wise we were blessed
with excellent weather, although Graeme has seen too many perfect {lying weather
days this season.

We joined up with Chris Chapman for the run up to Mollerin, enjoying an AT150

type groundspeed, with some considerable help from a tailwind. On arrival over
Mollerin we had to check our bearings, as the only strip around had two "funny
types" in evidence, namely a C182 and PA-22, owned by two of the locals, Rob Meney
and Don Bent. MUP was still taking refuge in the hangar awaiting some moral support.
Our arrival was followed not long after by MRI,MUL & MTE to give us six Airtourers,
which represented five of the eight Airtourers resident in WA,

We were delighted to have Alan and Merle back with us again. Their route to get

to Mollerin drew considerable comment during the weekend. The eastern most point

in Australia, Cape Byron, as well as the western most point at Steep Point had

been overflowm to make it truly an east to west crossing. There would not be many
people who would have a Yulara-Warburton Range-Newman route in thoir log books
either. What faith in Mr Lycoming and Dr. Millicer

Late afternoon saw MTK & MRI off for some aeros, while Alan renewed his aquaintance
with MOC after a 21 year break. 23 years after being rolled out from Milperra MOC
was only a knot or two off factory performance, which proves that Airtourers don't
1o ,se much performance with age.

Once we had the aircraft bedded down we all settled down to some serious socializing
and a sumptious dinner served by Anne, with some able assistance from Pat Meney,
Thé hangar doors remained open for quite a while, before we headed off %o our suites,

( Flap Suite, Propellor Suite ete all drawn by ballot earlier in the evening),

- Judy and I had drawn the Flap Suite which had the only double bed, and jumped

into our sleeping bags, much to the disapointment of Rob Meney who had gone

to the trouble of short sheeting it!

Alistair King had set a tent up on the lawn to share with Christopher Swallow and
John Chapman. Graeme had put a bag over the galahs cage to render inoperative

the resident alarm clocks, without bargaining on the three tyros taking over




AIRTOURER SOUVENIRS.

The following is an updated list of the Airtourer souvenirs available
for purchase. Send orders to the secretary, (Graham Wood) including
size and colour details. The T shirt sizes tend to be rather small in
make. All these T shirts have crew necks. V meck shirts with collar
are no longer available. :

NB: When ordering by mail please add $2,00 for the cost of postage
and a jiffy bag.

T SHIRTS SIZE NUMBER HELD COLOUR PRICE
1IN STOCK WHITE BONE
14 — 90cms - SM 7 2 5 $8.00
16 - 95cms ~ M 5 3 2 $8.00
18 - 100cms - L 5 1 4 $8.,00
20 - 105cms - XL 5 3 2 $8.00
22 — 110cms - 05 3 1 2 $8.00
ITEM NUMBER HELD IN STOCK PRICE
LAPFEL BADGES (safety Pin) 36 $2.00
LAPEL BADGES (stude type)
-blue 14 $2.00
—green 78 $2.00
TIE BARS-blue 32 $4.00
—green 43 $4.00
CLOTH BADGES 98 $5.00
VINYL DECALS (extermal) 294 0.50
VINYL DECALS (inside) i0 ‘ 0.50
STUBBY HOLDER 220 (approx) $2.00

Stock levels as at 12/6/87

Graham Wood, Secretary.




