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W.A. Branch Fly-In to Graeme and Anne King's at Mollerin.
(Details this Newsletter) ~

"The Presidents Fly-In at "Yarrandale'
(Details next Newsletter)

N.S.W. Branch Picnic Lunch, Corowa
N.S.W. Branch Picnic Lunch, Port Macquarie

N.S.W., VIC./TAS Branches combined Fly-In to Mallacoota.
{(Details next Newsletter)

Airtourer Association 10th Annual Convention to be held
at Griffith N.S.W.

STOP PREGSS

DUE 70 AW07H£R FUNCTION BEINQ HELD AT WL ON -THE T9th & 20Lh SEPTEABER 1987,

THE USUAL FACILITIES WE HSE S&CH AS THE FRECZER VAN, BARBECUE £/C A

UNAVATLABLE 70 US ON THOSE DATES, SO I7 HAS BEEN DECIDED 70 HOLD 7H£

PRESIDENT'S FLY-IN AT "YARRANDALE” ONE WEEK LATER ON THE 26¢h & P7th SEPTEMBER,

7987,

FULL DETAILS IN OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER,

The contributions are coming‘in so thick and fast, we will be producing an
‘additional Newsletter mid August.

The minutes of the Airtourer Association and the

" Airtourer Co-Operative

Limited, plus full details of the President's Fly-In at "Yarrandale" will
be included in the Newsletter.



“ - SEGRETARY'S REPORTZ™

et

Greetings.fellow aviators and aviatresses. You will be pleased to know -that
all the paraphenalia and reams of paper essential to the efficient functioning
of an honorary secretary haVve now been installed in my overcrowded study. So
its on with the business at hand!

I am most pleased to have been elected secretary of such a worthtwhile
organisaion as the Airtourer Association. I would like to thank those
responisble for enabling me to hold this position. 1 am slowly becoming
familiar with the numerous requirements of a secretary's job. Thanks to the
patience of the Executive for their guidance and support.

New Members. (1986-7)

Welcome to the following new members:

Keith Abbott (U.K.) Alan Harrison (Vic)
Heather Bat (N.T.)} Arthur Hearne (N.T.)
Roderick Bellamy (U.K.) Julian Johnson (N.T)
Neville Bienke {(N.S.W.) - . Barry Kirkup (N.S5.W)
Gordon Gowley ( S.A.) Allan Padgham (S.4A.)
Elysabeth Fraser-Price. (A.G.T) . .Bob Peake ( N.S.W,)
Anthony Goodall (U.K.) Norm Small (N.S.W.)
Peter Moores (ACT) Richard Zukowski (U.K.)

I hope you may all have the opprtunity to attend one of our convivial
gatherings or be able to swap yarns with a fellow member. It is interesting to
note the number of overseas members. The word is out about VIctas!

Queensland Air Museum.

Any one know of an unserviceable 0-200 Continental engine and/or prop for a
Victa 1007 The Queensland Air Museum is interested in displaying a Victa. Such
a display would  help commemorate our historically important aircraft,
especially with the Bi-Centenary looming. If you are able to sleuth but either
engine or prop John Ferguson would be pleased to hear from you . John's home
number is (07) 3999 600.

Safe and happy flying to you all. Cheerio for now.

Graham Wood.

Heard from our Patron Dr. Henry Millicer that he executed a perfect

"Barrel Roll" a few weeks ago, the only problem was it was in his motor car.
Happy to say that apart from a few bruises and a bit of work for the Panel
Beater, he is now fighting fit,



: ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION
WA BRANCH TLY IN TO GRAFME & ANNE KINGS’ AT MOLLERIN, SEPTEMBER 12 & 13

AGENBA
SATURDAY 12 . 1=30 onwards ARRIVALS
3-30 AFTERNCON TEA FOLLOWED BY INFORMAL FLYING
600 DRINKS AND DINNER
 SUNDAY 13 7-30 BREAKFAST
9-00 HORSE RIDING, VISITS TO WILDFLOWERS OR FLYIHNG
12-00 BBR LUNCH DEPARTURES

REGISTRATIONS . A 15 repistration fee will be payable on arrival, This
will cover all meals and wine for the weekend,

ACGOMMODAT ION A good number of beds are available between the house and
the men's quarters, however the provision of sleeping bags
by all attending will be appreecisted. Wights can be cold,
so brihg adequate warm clothing plus any additional blankets.

DRINKS Cask wine will be provided for Saturday night, and Graeme
will carry stocks of .beer in the cool room at country cost
price {freight is a consideration). The provision of any
other drinks apart from the wine and beer is up to you.

FUEL Avgas will be avallable on a CASH ONLY basis, ex drums.

HOW TO FIND THE KINGS!
Perth WAC 30° 21t 8, 1172 28' B (located 3nm SK Mt Collier)
Strip det;}ls: ALl weather graded natural surface. ‘

unmqnﬁ iHouss

) 18/36  3000¢
09 [ ;}L 27 24001 take off, 18001 to land
N — 09 18001 - take off, 2700' to land

CAUTION:: ‘Trees eastern end 27,
plus wind shear,

36 ‘
Hoping yoﬁ can make it to this fly-in for a happy and informal weekend.

RSYP: Greg Rutherford, Ph., 090 = 647 325, by August 28th
Graeme and Anne's Ph. 096 = 844 026

Graeme has indlcated that anyone who wants to stay over on Sunday night is
most welcome, A number of horses require excercising, so those into horse riding
come equipped. ALL CARE AND NO RESPONSIBILITY is the story on the horses,

Hope this 18 a central venue, Uith the exception of MTE and MVH, Mollerin
is almost equidistant to MRI, MTK, MOC, MOF and TPY.

Wishing all blue skies and tail winds,

GRF:£7§1HFRFORD

P.S. Another date for the dlary is the Bruce Rock Aero Club annual spot-landing
competition weekend of October 31/November 1. Hope to see you there too.




C QONABARABRAN, (WARRUMBUNGLE MTS3.) WESKEND JUNE 6th, - 8th, 1987

The weekend planned by John Plummer to Coonabarabran dawned
cloudy and wet all along the East Coast, buf it was a huge suc-
cess for those favoured by the weather to be able to attend.

Unfortunately, Sydney, .true to form, was clagged in for the
weeskend, with the result that those from that clime remained at
nome and watched the skies for two days, with the exception of
our intrepid Instrument Rated Pilot, Peter Roache, wno hired a
Cesgsna and turned up with Marjory, Hugh and Maureen Knox.

Others, west of the ranges, were able to make i%, including
the Queenslsnd Contingent, well most of them anyway, to swell the
numbers to & total of 22.

Thanks to the organising so ably arranged by John Plummer,
the stalwarts of Coona Aero Club made us more than welcome witn
HOT tea and coffee together with freashly made hot toasted sand-
wiches for each new arrival, This thoughtful gesture was typical
of the way we were looked after for the whole weekend. We were
transported to our Motel or Holel and the evening of Saturday
was spent Star-gazing----- with & difference in that Tom Cragg
from the Observatory, together with a small but powerful tele-
scope, was able to let us see~-—- a newly discovered Super Nova,
Saturn, with it's cings clearly visible, the Moon (not green
cheese) all of which wasaccompanied by a most interesting talk
that made 31l of us realise that we, on Barth, are a very small -
and insignificant part of the universe. Of course, Star-gazing
.in a temperature of what the writer estimates as minus nothing
was made enjoyable by the warmth created by friendship and the
products of Messrs Haig, Walker, McDougal and the Black douglas.

Saturday evening meal was enjoyed by most of us at a Chinese
Restaurantin company with our hosts of the Coona Aero Club and
Tom Cragg of the 3tar-gazing talk.

Sunday sew us on the bus to the A.N.U., Observatory at
Siding Springs where a special conducted tour by Pzaul through
the whole complex, had been arranged, then on to a picnic lunch
in the darrumbungle National Park and a talk by a Ranger of the
aims and activities of the Wild Life Department. Returning to
Coona, which incidentally is the abbreviated local name for the
“own, some were able to view some of the local attractions in the
form of Crystal City, Pottery Exhibition Etc.. There were some,
who, when visiting the Herbd Garden have now learned that a herbd
labeled HOT MINT, really is just that. Sunday Dinner was in the
form of a B.B.Q. provided by the Aero Club at the 'Drome where
we were able to meet most of the Members. Our especial thanks
must go to Tony and Grace Law and Aussie Huttly, not only for
t heir untlrlng éfforts on our behalf but also for the many trips
they made in their private cars to take us hither and yon, to
and from the 'Drome as well as to other places in the Town,

Monday again saw us with lunch provided by the Aero Club
after which most of us made our way home, in some cases, in
weather that was not exactly ideal.

Those attending were:-

Warren &Barry Kirkup MOJ Ken & Jean Bell Mooney
Tony & Liz Matthews EQA Alister & Sandra Leslie "
Col Taylor & Friend KHP  Bian & Helen Schelbach Cessna
Peter & Marjory Roache Cessna Ray & Karen Abernethy RQG
Hugh & Maureen Knox " J. ferguson & K. Cameron R
Peter & Geoff Tuck MRZ

Des & Lorraine Anderssen had their gear transported to Coona
by Mooney but unfortunately didn't get off the ground due to

wgather.
CABLE,



PARACHILNA REPORT - FLINDERS RANGES 1987

The roll up was slow - like yours truly arrived Friday night with my
navigator Brian Shepherd and after buzzing the Hotel a couple of times we saw a
ute heading for the Airstrip - I hate walking! After landing at Parachilna
International we tied VH-BWA down and, te prevent AIDS and interference by the local
cows, birds or other aeroplanes, we put her little rubber raincoat on.

Lyn and John Buffy, mine hosts at the Parachilna Pub had everything ready
for the Airtourer invasion. The Blinman postie sat up with us and talked aeroplanes.
He's a vintage buff and knows a bit about the "Aircoubra" - knows a bit about first
covers too. A few beers later and to bed.

Saturday dawned 6 a.m., I rang my phone answering machine and put terminal
information for Parachilna cavok 15-25 k easterly. First arrival over the top
VH-CHP - our newest members Alan Padgham and Trevor Potter followed by VH-MTT
Gerry and Rebyn. VH-RKL Peter Jones and John Lydemore, VH- CRK Chainsaw Treble and
Bob Brogag, VH-COI Jan O'Halleron and navigator John (that's the way I heard it)
VH-RQL due to a curry the night before Stuart was dragging his feet and came in
last. VH-IGL an american indian with Jack Hopgood navigator Muriel Chen (more about
her later) and Party Whip - not political - more to keep Jack and Muriel awake - was
Colin Davis from Mt. Gambier,

A1l the fast NZ born Airtourers, due to curry in their fuel, were on average
up to.l%s hours late, so day one did not go off with the precision that Glenn is
renowned for, so as punishment, I introduced them to my whistle., If you don't
know what the whistle is, ask someone who came to Parachilna '87.

On arrival Leigh Creek Saturday ? hours late, 3/4 of the town were out to
greet us, so to distract them JOH did some aero's while the rest of us re-fuelled
then a quick departure for Arkaroola LSA 4000' and boy did that take some time to
reach with full fuel and 2 pob and only 100 hp.

At Arkaroola, because we didn't arrive on time, they presumed we were arriving
on Sunday, so a % hour delay at ArkarooTla put us further behind. Doug (30 kph)
Spriggs arrived with sandwiches and coke, quickly wheeled out VH-KCJ to take us on
a tour but after take off the Whistler made an in command decision to abort the
fly around Arkaroola and head straight to Wirrealpa as they had afternoon tea
waiting for us, En-route Whistler made another in flight decision. We wouid overfly
Wirrealpa for Para as last Tight was fast approaching. So a low level pass by
everyone and much radio apology and we'll be back tomorrow. JOH and Jan in VH-COI
landed and met mine host Warren and Barb Fargher and tried to devour the food
prepared for 20 people, Saturday night a beaut roast dinner at the pub followed by
the prize for first cheque posted to me was won by VH-COI, They received 8
chocolate coated anniseed rings. The prize for the question was 10 chocolate coated
anniseed rings won by VH-COI. The man was Mr. Cosgrove and the date June 1930.
Because everyone arrived late we drew the secret arrival out of a hat and justice
prevailed and ¥H-CHP the first arrival, won the hottle of Jacobs Creek claret.

Much 1iquid later, most people went to bed-and I went to the sofa in the lounge as
my navigator and Stuart snore! and the remedy wasn't worth it so the cat and I slept
in front of the fire,

Sunday dawned the Para Whistler got em all rolling to the Airport in our Army
troop carrier and airborn to Wilpena by 8.30 a.m. Me always learn something on
+ South Australian fly-ins. This time it was roll waves and down draughts on trying
to enter the Pound from the Western side through Edeowie Gorge at 3000' We encountered
downdraughts of 1000"' per min. full power on and no climb so a smart break right
and the flight of airtourers climbed to 5000' to enter the Pound on the Southern
side another lesson for 100 hp 115 and the 150's too. From Wilpena to Wirrealpa
was interesting because this is where we lost our 1ittle indian VH-IGL. Jack and
Muriel (Oh, I forgot to say they palmed Colin off on to Stuart on the pretext that
Stuart needed company and Colin 1iked Airtourers!), Anyway all that aside, en-route -
to Wirrealpa for morning tea, Muriel got lost. We heard on air the owner of Frome



Downs ask the plane with a red tail if he needed help as he was circling their strip

- no answer, So I thought it was VH-RKL. Peter and he assured me he was on my tail.
Then we realized it was VH-IGL so to assist, we advised them they were 45 m south and
if they followed the only road North, they would find 8 aeroplanes and a hangar waiting
for them., Muriel had done it again - a "male chook up!.

At Wirrealpa, we were made most welcome had tea and scones and shown over the
woolshed - Muriel made another clanger in the shed by asking me did I want to pat her
"cat"!., JOH gave Warren the station owner a ride in a real aeroplane. He was
impressed, Leaving Wirrealpa, we did it in close company direct for Leigh Creek.

At Leigh Creek, we had lunch and had a competition streamer cutting and dead stick
landing and a few demo's - VH CHP and VH-BWA were opened up and half the Leigh Creek
school children were shown the inside of each plane. We all left in a group for
Parachilna, once around the pub and a right hand circuit landing on 08,

After ancther roast dinner - presentations were made to JOH ( the booby prize
for collecting the trophy in his car and forgetting to transfer it to his plane).
The trophy was won by Alan Padgham and Trevor as newcomers to the association for
best overall performance for the weekend - Stuart Hillsburg won the competition
mainly because he resisted the temptation to get Tost and his navigator counted
his cuts correctly and he won the "Chairman's Special Port"

The group presented me with the "Para Whistler Bib" and as I always organize
races and weekends and fly-ins and never win trophies, I value it as a trophy of a
great weekend.

By the way, Muriel won the prize for the best female navigator/pilot - ask
her what it was, :

The O0'Hallorans will be having a get-together and photo swap of the Flinders
Ranges Safari at their home on 22nd August, for those intending to attend
please ring Jan on (08) 254 7155.

Regards,

Glenn Sturges and Brian Shepherd VH-BWA

flany thanks Lo those people who pre-typed their contrifutions, certainfy
saved me a Lot of time,

Donreen,

By now eveayone would hove necelived thein "Stully Holdens”, one phone
call to Graham Wood is wonth repealing "By the way gaaha@’ihz Sweat Banda
ane a 84t too tight”. .

The comic stnip on the opposile page was daawn by Geary Lawson.
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FLINDERS RANGES SAFARI / AND BEYOND

For almost 12 months, Glern Sturges, as SA representative had been
organising this fly-in to the Flinders Ranges and it was great to
see a full roll-up of SA members (except for Rick Evans who was 0S
due to work commitments) as well as some VIC members.

On Fri 5th June, RQL & CRK escaped the Melbourne weather by
flying to the Gilmore's for morning tea. On to Parafield to refuel,
witness a crash and for Stuart to buy a new battery, before landing
at RAAF Edinburgh. A memorable curry and ports at O'Halloran's were
suffered by all until John Treble snored his way to oblivion in a
bean bag, while O'Halloran's dog '"Gremlin" checked out this new noise
phenomenon. As a result, RQL, CRK & COIL were late arriving at Parachilna
much to the disgust of the slower 100's who had to forego breakfast to
be there by 10:30! However we all met up eventually at Leigh Creek to
a waiting large, local crowd. All aircraft refuelled and then flew on to
Arkaroola for packed sandwiches and drinks. Doug Spriggsand his Auster
éscorted us out of Arkarcola for Wirrealpa but because of last light, .
most Airtourers overflew Wirrealpa and headed back to Parachilma. JO'H
and Jan decided to land and found scones with jam and cream and choccy
cakes awaiting . them along with % the Flinders Ranges population to say
hello.
~ Back at '"Para" for the night, we all had dinrer, supper and the promise
of an early start in the morning.

Sunday morning started pre—dawn with the blow1ng of a now infamous
whistle - many of us could have told Glenn what he could have done with
his whistle! All Airtourers were airborne by 8:45! The 100's had
difficulty finding altitude to get into Wilpena Pound but finally got
there after several attempts. Then it was on to the great hospitality at
Wirrealpa (again) where a 2nd attempt was made at devouring chocolate
cakes and scones with jam and cream. Then we all headed off on a walk—
ing tour of the old buildings and shearing shed on the property. Many
thanks to Barbara and Warren for their great hospitality.

Our next stop was again Leigh Creek where an even bigger crowd
awaited us. JO'H did a few crowd-pleasing aeros before we headed off to
lunch at the ETSA canteen. Later, back at the airport, the crowd seemed
pleased with the streamer—cutting competition and some more aerobatics.

Presentations that night at Parachilna were a source of great amusement
- with Muriel scoring the most interesting and erotic prize for her wayward
navigation en-route to Wirrealpa! Most Airtourers departed on Monday
moming for points South after group photos with the pub-to-airstrip
transport - a great army truck! Many thanks to Glenn for all his efforts
to ensure a successful and varied fly-in.




Roll Call

VH-BWA Glenn Sturges, Brian Shepherd

VH-CRK John Treble, John Brogan

VH-COT John and Jan 0'Halloran

VH-RQL Stuart Hilsberg

VH-CHP Alan Paigham, Trevor Potter

VH-RKL Peter Jones, John Lydemore

VH-MTIT Gerry Lawson and Rita

VH-IGL Jack Hopgood, Muriel Chen, Colin Davis.

THE EXTENDED TOUR — TO BEYOND !

A few weeks before the Flinders Ranges Safari, CRK, RQL and COI decided
to extend the safari and fly on to some more remote places North for a
few more days. So when most Airtourers were heading South, RQL, CRK and
COI refuelled at Leigh Creek on Monday morning, washed the aircraft and
headedNE over the red sand dunes, past the Moomba gas fields and finally
to Innamincka where Stuart discovered the wash at Leigh Creek had done
more damage than good by spreading weak battery acid the‘length of the
aircraft and stripping some paint. After a quick clean up, we were off
to an airstrip by the '"Dig Tree" in QILD, then back to another airstrip
at Innamincka beside the Trading Post, but Stuart decided to land on the
""town'" strip and taxi down the road. A good time was had by all that
night with 1 tourist commenting on the new taxiway and the pilot by
saying ''Cheeky b d

The next morning we hired a landcruiser and braved the bumpy roads
to visit Burke's grave, a waterhole and King's Marker. Again Stuart
outdid himself by falling asleep over the roughest road in SA! That
afternoon all aircraft used the vehicular taxiway to reach the "town'
airstrip and depart for Tibooburra via Cameron's Corner where John
Treble had a slight navigational problem and decided to see more red
sand dunes before catching up with RQL and COI. Even when on the ground
JuT. still couldn't quite get his navigation straight and ended up on
the wrong side of the dingo - proof fence! )

Fate caught up with Stuart again - this time a locked brake at
Tibooburra. That evening we went on a Tib Pub Crawl (2 pubs across the
road from one another!), met up with other travellers we'd met at
Immamincka and Cameron's Corner and JO'H discovered the instability
of pub plates when his dimmer landed in his lap!

The following morning (Wed) we again hired a car from the pub and
drove around Sturt National Park (Stuart was asleep again for % of the
trip!) and we discovered the Red Kangaroo population is in no fear of




extinction. The rough roads resulted in some hurried repairs to a Ford
muffler system using fencing wire and pliers — great job, guys! A camel
train had also arrived in Tib. that day. We departed for Milparinka that
afterncon and again caught up with more of those other travellers from
our previos stops. John Brogan thoroughly enjoyed the pub entertainment
that evening at the Milparinka pub — until 2:30 am! Milparinka turned
into a longer stop than planned when constant rained turned the roads
and airstrip into a quagmire. A decision was made at lunchtime that

we wouldn't be able to get off the airstrip, so that's when the party
at the pub started and it was in full swing by 5pm with guitars and

- communal singing. J.T. got into the "spirit" of things on the lagerphone
but the publican was the rowdiest of all, tripping over and trying to
dance with his mates till the early hours of the morning once again. A
great night was had by all!

Morning dawned foggy with many stranded travellers sleeping in swags
on verandahs, lounge areas, etc., but the fog cleared by 10am and all 3
aircraft were able to depart for Broken Hill and then Melbourne or
Adelaide. J.T. still wasn't able to reach Depot Glen due to the wet
weather — better luck next time, John!

All in all, a great trip - very informative and worthwhile.

Jan 0'Halloran

ATIRTOURER SOUVENIRS.

The following is an updated list of the Airtourer souvenirs available
for purchase., Send orders to the secretary, (Graham Wood) including
size and colour details. The T shirt sizes tend to be rather small in
make. ALl these T shirts have crew necks. V neck shirts with collar
are no longer available.

NB: When ordering by mail please add $2.00 for the cost of postage
and a jiffy bag.

T SHIRTS SIZE NUMBER HELD COLOUR. PRIGE
IN STOCK WHITE BONE
14 - 90cms —~ SM 7 2 5 $8.00
16 - 95ems - M 5 3 2 $8.00
18 - 100c¢ms - L 5 1 4 $8.00
20 — 105cms — XL 5 3 2 $8.00
22 - 110cms - OS 3 1 2 $8.00
ITEM _ ~ NUMBER HELD IN STOCK PRICE
LAPEL BADGES (safety Pin) 86 $2.00
LAPEL BADGES (stude type) '
—blue 14 . "$2.00
—green 78 $2.00
TIE BARS-blue a2 _ $4.00
—green 43 $4.00
CLOTH BADGES 98 ) $5.00
VINYL DECALS (external) 294 0.50
VINYI, DECALS (inside) 10 0.50
STUBBY HOLDER 220 {approx) $2.00

Stock levels as at 12/6/87

Graham Wood, Secretary.

T
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NITIALLY I learnt to fly primarily for the

purpose of widening the horizons available to
me. These horizons have been widened, and I
have visited many places I would not otherwise
have seen without the private licence that I
obtained three years ago. But from the very
first flying has become something more than a
means of transport. It has become an important
part of my life, and I still find it an ever-increasing
challenge.

With some 450 hours’ experience, I had become
conservatively confident of my ability, yet I still
respected and followed the procedures and lessons
that were hammered into me during my initial
training. Apart from the small digressions most
of us have made at some time, I considered my-
self a methodical and safe pilot. Recently, how-
ever, I was involved in an incident which rudely
awakened me and taught me a lesson I shall
always remember. I relate it in the hope that
others may benefit from my “experience” without
finding themselves in a similar situation — minus
the luck I had!

Late on a summer’s afternoon I departed from
the local aerodrome for a circuit in my Victa.
I occupied the right hand seat and another private
pilot, who had not flown the type for some con-
siderable time, acted as pilot in command. The

day was clear, with the sun low and very bright
at the downwind end of the sirip, and there was
.a 15-knot crosswind. After an uneventful circuit
we [anded, parked the aircraft at the downwind

end of the strip and shut down, During the shut
down my colleague began to switch the fuel cock
off, but I told her to leave it on and I returned it
fo the on position myself (as I thoughtl). After
alighting and assisting a passenger to board the
aircraft, I took my place in the pilot’s seat and
started the engine again. The sun was ex-
tremely bright, so T put on my sunglasses to
eliminate the glare, then ran through the full pre-
take-off checks, including an engine run-up. On
looking. back, I distinctly remember checking the
fuel cock physically, aithough I don’t recall having
checked the fuel pressure gauge. After taxi-ing
on to the runway I lined up, re-checked the circuit
area for traffic, then the windsock and started my
take-off run,

After atlaining a height of about 20 feet, sud-
denly and without any warning the engine stopped.
Instinctively my hand shot to the fuel cock and,
without thinking, I changed its position. I was
now committed to a straight-in approach and my
attention was fixed on the rough ground ahead
at the end of the runway where I knew I would
be in a matter of a very few seconds. How
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quickly height can be lost without power! Lady
Luck was with me however, and the engine surged
to life as I was rounding out within feet of the
cnd of the strip. Actually the wheels did. touch
down right at the threshold, but the aircraft then
climbed away safely. Later investigation showed
that the starboard wheel had touched the ground
some two feet inside the markers, passed within
six inches of a marker tyre, and left the ground
again another two feet further on.

The cause of this incident was cleatly evident,
On reviewing the circumstances which led to it, it
was obvious that my pre-take-off checks left a lot
to be desired. I now know most definitely the
positions of the fuel cock and fully recognise the
necessity of visually checking these positions as
well as checking their “feel.” How many of us
have read of similar events which have had fatal
results, but said, “But it couldn’t happen to me"?
Surcly the obvious solution is the realisation that
no one is infallible and that properly performed
cockpit checks are essential if we wish, not only to
continue flying, but to continue with life itself!

Comment :

We are grateful to our contributor for exposing
his misadventures in the interests of air safely.

The point he makes concerning the effectiveness

of pre-take-off checks is a very valid one. Most

of us have probably been guilty at one time or
another of going through our checks in a purely
mechanical way without thinking what we are
doing. For example, aren’t there times when we
carry out'an engine run-up and religiously check
the magneto switches, but completely forget to
look at the oil pressure gauge? In most cases, we
get away with this sort of. thing because of the
inherent reliability of the aircraft we are flying, or
perhaps because the aircraft’s controls have been
left undisturbed since its Iast flight. In this case, the
weaknesses in the pilot’s pre-take-off checks were
shown up after his normal shut-down routine was
disturbed at the conclusion of the previous Hight.

In case some readers jump to the conclusion
that mistakes like this are made only by non-
professional pilots, it is worth recalling that a
commercial pilot, flying a Piper Aztec in New
Guinea, was involved in’'a very similar type of
incident not long ago.

After starting the engines for a charter flight, this
pilot taxied to the runway holding point and
carried out a full pre-take-off check, which in-
cluded running up both engines and checking the
fuel tank selectors, fuel pressures and tank con-
tents. All seemed to be in order, so the pilot
released the brakes, lined the aircraft up on the
runway and opened the throttles for take-off. As
the aircraft gathered speed, the port engine ran
roughty and lost power. Immediately the pilot
closed the throttles and abandoned the take-off.

To his credit, this pilot also wrote a detailed
account of the circumstances leading to the inci-
dent, pointing out that it revealed a bad habit he
had acquired without being aware of it. The pilot
explained that as he usually flew the aircraft with
fuel in both the inboard and outboard tanks, it
had been his practice to use the outboard tanks
first. This particular flight, however, was a com-
paratively short one and the outboard tanks had
not been filled. The pilot nevertheless selected the
outboard tanks from force of habit, and, despite
his apparently careful pre-take-off drill, failed to
detect that the fuel selectors were positioned to
the empty tanks.

It is interesting to note that both these incidents
are further illustrations of the truth that accidents
rarely occur as the result of one isolated event —
nearly always they are the culmination of a chain
of events, any one of which in isolation would
never amount to anything more than an incident.

It is important to remember that the paossibility

of accidents is lessened only as these incidents are
recognised and measures are taken to guard

- against their re-occurrence.

o Stall During Approgch

®Engaged in solo flying training at Lis-
more, N.S.W., the student pilot of this
Victa had satisfactorily completed two
normal circuits and landings and one
precautionary landing in clear, calm con-
ditions. After a further uneventful take-
off and circuit, and while on short final
approach for a second precautionary
landing, the stall warning sounded as
the aircraft neared the aerodrome boun-
dary fence. The pilot applied power but
the port wing dropped sharply and struck
a fence post 107 feet to the left of the
.oway centreline and just short of the
-hizteshold. The aircraft pitched forward
on to the ground, taking the impact on
the nose wheel and propeller. The nose
wheel was dislodged and the aircraft
rolled to the right bringing the starboard
undercarriage leg into violent contact with
the ground and tearing it off. Pivoting
on the stub of the nose strut, which had
dug progressively into the ground, the
aircraft then slewed around to the left
and came to rest facing in the opposite
direction. The pilot was uninjured and
released himself from the undamaged

cockpit. - ‘

It was clearly evident from the investi-
gation that the pilot had not maintained
an adequate airspeed during his approach

and the accident is indicative of the care
that needs to.be taken while practising
precautionary landings at reduced air-
speed,
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