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EDITORIAL
YEARLY MOAN 11

When I took this position on, I did so because {a} I was happy to do it and,
{b) No one else stood up.

Unfortunately, a delay occured with the first Hewsletter for the year which
1 could not overcome. This Newsletter was compiled, typed, printed and
dispatched by myself (with only some help to post it).

Unfortunately (for me) the printing process left a Tittle to be desired and
lacked a Tittle contrast on some pages, At the time of printing when this was
discovered it was too Jate to do the W/L any other way and in an effort to get
it outdwithout further delay it was sent as is. At the time I thought it wasn't
too bad,

Unfortumately {again for mel) I received some Flak from various members re the
lateness and quality of the Newsletter, although I felt this was explained
“therein. No matter, I say, no doubt these firers of flak will help with articlies
for the next N/L, - UYrong !'! Only one member came forward with some ideas and
an offer to help, and he would have the same problems I do.

‘Whilst I am quite happy to continue. to produce the Newsletter, I ask for members
understanding of the problems involved,

In the meantime I7d greatly appreciate some help with more Tetters from members
and articles on your Airtourer adventures for future editions,

Meanwhile, I hope this newsletter is satisfactory to all our readers ...

DOUG STOTT
EDITOR (Writer, typist, Printer, stapler and runabout !1)

B e S e R e e R P e R T R T R R R U IS N AN R RTRT SN

PRESIDENTS CORNER.

With Christmas 1982 just around the corner I would Tike to wish all our members
and friends a very happy and enjoyable festive period.

I trust that 1983 will be kind to you all in every way. Betty joins me in
saying Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 1983,

A few points which will interest all I feel :-
a) Our member, George Kinsher is stiil working on the cheaper insurance for
Airtourer ouwners, and I do feel that 1983 will bring results.

b) 1982 has seen a wonderful improvement in the condition of most Airtouvers.
1 can only say how proud I am of the result and effect due to two main
reasons. Firstly to the birth of our Asscciation and secondly to the
availability of much needed parts, due to the birth of the Co-op.

Thirdly and Tastly due to the pride of ownership of an Airtourer, Why then
should I not be justly proud of your achievements in these few short years’
since our FIRST CONVENTION & FLY-IN on the 6th January 1978,

¢) Windscreens and canopies are now on.the way. While in Sydney recently, I
inspected the first windscreens off the Tine, "its the goods!", and better
still they will not cost the earth,

To all members of our Association 1 join with your Committee and Board of
Directors in expressing our thanks for your support during the year and trust
that the coming year will allow you to continue many happy hours of Airtouring.
Till we meet at the Quivrindi Annual Convention 1983.

Happy and Safe Flyin SONNY RANKIN,
by JN9 PRESIDENT.

-page [ -
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SECRETARIES NOTES

Once again the year near's its end and it becomes a time when one may reflect
on the year ending and/or think about what the new year has in store for us.

Our Association is still strong, however we have the usual preblems of late
renewals by members. We know it is easy to overlook, but it really makes our
job difficult, so piease, if you have let yours slip, send your renewal off
today. At the end of this issue is a list of unfinancial members. If your
name is there, please complete your renewal form and send it direct to

John Treble.

Our two main gatherings for the year were quite successful and I am sure that
everyone who attended LTY & YRD had a good time. Unfortunately, I was unable
to make it to Yarrandale due to having just returned from overseas and having
to travel back to Darwin on that weekend in time for work. Better luck next
time I . .

Ouyr summer ajrshow season is shaping up well with the usual events throughout
the southeast staes. Details appear elsewhere on our next Convention and
Fiy-In which is to be held at Quirindi on the 5/6th March 1983.

If you plan to visit a local Airshow, I suggest you contact your state rep.
for details of any Airtourer Association attendance.

During my recent visit to England, I once again obtained a Tist of owners there
and we are in the process of writing to them all in an effort te increase our
membership there.

I look forward to seeing you at Quirindi in March.: In the meantime, Barb & I
wish-all our-members-4 -happy. Christmas:and-a safe New Year. ’

Happy Airtouring,.

DOUG STOTT.
HON. SECRETARY,

*kkik *kukk *hikk *EhkkER *Ekk¥® *hikkk EE 33 kkkkEk

MINL FLY-IN's

Thg Vic/Tas branch of the Association is holding a "fly-in-Get-together® at
Flinders Island on the 11/12 December.
A full report will be in the next Newsletter. We hope they'had a good time,

What about you other states ?? Its about time we had some mini-fly-in's in
NSW, SA, WA & QLD. You chaps in Queensland could even get together with the
members and owmers in Northern NSW. What about it 7?2

If any member is willing to arrange a get-together of any sort and needs any
information on members or owners in his area please contact Stan Wright or
Doug Stott for details. ' .

SCHOFIELDS 1983 Saturday 19th, Sunday 20th March 1983

A great weekend is assured - contact member Harry Couzin for details.
write: 53 Douglas St, Faulconbridge, 2776.. phone: 047-512865 ah.

MANGARLORE 1983 Easter Weeckend April 1,2,3,4. 1983.

The Sports Aircraft Association Annual Convention.
gnTess you plan to camp, book your accomodation NOW - contact Stan Wright
or details. The largest Fly-In to be held in Australia - BE THERE,

More details in the next Newsletter.

- page 2 -
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YARRANDALE 1982, ’ from Sonny Rankin.

Friday 17 September, 1982, overcast and light rain only much to the local
farmers disgust: Though to the Airtourer Association it seemed just usual.
My mid afternoon only 25 points of rain but two Airtourers on the ground at
Yarrandate, FHP Peter Sutton and Gerry Lawson, MOJ George Penfound and Bob
Starkey. A great start these members came to assist with all that is needed
to make this week-end a success.

Saturday 18th, bright and cloudless, work at a high pitch as we prepared for
the days arrivals of members and aircraft, a total of 18 Airtourers and 2
CT4's plus one Iroquois and an additional four aircraft. Sad to relate our
guest speaker Air Commodore Bill Monaghan was grounded because of the fuel
strike in NSW. A big gap, no Bi11, no guest speaker and no Macchi. HNever
mind the third time will be the crown and we will Took forward to Bill at
Yarrandale in 1983. During the afternoon, a meeting of members was held to
discuss various Association matters.

The evening B=B-Q was crowded because of a special gesture to a flying group
calling themselves the KANGAHOPS, My special thanks to all of our members and
wives who did such a wonderful job with the influx of so many people !l

Alas our Stan {the BBQ man) was unable to be with us until later because of
another event in the offering at West Wyalong and Stan is in everything as

you all know, At my request Peter Patroni addressed the gathering and his
address was most interesting and enlidghtening and touched on such subjects

as the bi-annial checks and the cost recovery program (?) and ANC's,

Sunday morning bright with much Tocal flying and the usual Airtourer aercbatics
in most spots around the compass: Breakfast with the convincing information
unwiound by the boys of the RAAF Iroquois, that they had chased the woolshed
all around Yarrandaie for most of the night!!!I} Finally settling for a camp
in the cottage with the crew of FOJ. Wagga FSU telexed weather info to our
favoured Motel and departures started mid-morning and mid-day eats were in
fair demand. Unfortunately for the board members who were iied to a Co-op
meeting we were not able to witness all the departures but 1 am sure most of
you would understand. STOP PRESS: Meeting of the Board was temporarily halted
by a phone call from Bruce Rock - Enrolling one new member - a daughier for
Judy and Greg Rutherford., Our congratulations and best wishes.

My personal thanks to all who came, especially the RAAF, Simon and Kai in the
Iroguois, Rick Davies (Army) CT4 and crew, Geoff Sheppard {RAAF} CT4 and crew.

Our honoured guest Peter and Beverly Patroni (President AOPA) Our Thanks.

Hence Sunday was again a day with times of sadness as every member and friend
departed Yarrandale after two wonderfully full days of Airtourer chatier and
friendship. .

To all those wonderful helpers who virtually restored and replaced everything

in the hanger and cleared the area my gratefull thanks: You the members of

our wonderful Association have made Yarrandale again the great success !l

I hope it always will be for every member and owner. I am also proud to :
relate that we did have Alex Hood plus is £-170 FTC stay on for a couple of days.

Tuesday 21st was marked by a fly past at low level of a Hercules - I strongly
suspect Kai Hansen was just making sure the woolshed had not again shifted as
it did on Saturday night 1! ’

Many thanks to all who attended Yarrandale 1982.
HAPPY AND SAFE AIRTOURING,
Sonny.

i kkkik wEhkRE | FREEX wkkkk wRREE Hhkkk REEEX B
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YARRANDALE '82 (An Is]andér's view) by Stan Tilley.

Lots of Aeroplanes - lots of good company and Tots of fun marked the
fly-in to Yarrandale this year.

Once again Somny & Betty ably assisted by daughters Helen and later
Maryanne were wonderful hosts and it was great to renew acquaintances
with many old friends and to meet quite a few new ones.

Missing was Henry - but we understand that the weekend co-incided with
the completion of the mock-up "swift" - Henry's latest super efficient
180 hp, tandem seat design - so no further excuse was necessary.

Missing too was Stan Wright on the barbeque, We really did need his
help.

Two CT4A’'s from Point Cook attended and gained the usual admirers and
discussion groups. )

But even perhaps more spectacular was the 'big chopper' from Canberra,
1 personally never fail to be impressed by these "beasts".

Our trip from Hobart and return was unusual in that we had to watch our
Airtourer from the outside in - not the inside out !

Jack & Molly Koerbin flew BQK - whilst we were content (?) with a USA
type 'tin-can' {a 1982 C-172}.

We flew -in Toose and sometimes very tight formation all the way and
Airtourer 115 owners will be delighted to know that the Airtourer is in
fact faster than the Tatest 160 hp €172 in most cruise situations.

dack & MolTy's son, Rex was part of the Air Force chopper contingent,

Steeping quarters were at a bit of a premium - but Bonnie and I were
happy to bed dowm on a few wool clippings in the shearing shed. Turned
out Tater that we had peacefully slept on the "dags" and crutchings |

Just as well there are excellent showers in the nearby shearers quarters.

Just as well also that the "lost Ajrforce" could not find the shearing
shed (big enough to house about six Airtourers) at about 0200 and apparently
spent lots of time driving aimlessly around the paddock !!!!

Lots of aerobatics being performed all over the'sky, next morning.

Harry Cousins wants the Association to appear and perform at Schofields
next year - so perhaps we should get organised,

1 would suggest we appoint a flying director at future fly-ins.

With information gained at registration he could then organise pilots with
forma§1on and aerobatic endorsements to perform - with the ultimate object
o: bging able to offer a formation team and aerobatics of a professional
standard, - :

So what about it you keen members 77

Brush_up your manouvers and get yourselves the necessary endorsements and
practice Tike mad.

See you at the next fly-in..ovvue.. ,
Stan.
*kkkEk%k *hAkE dkkdsk kRkEkk Fhkkk kkkkk whkkd Ekkikk
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ATTENDANCE AT YARRANDALE FLY-IN - 18/19 SEPTEMBER 1982.

B.0. (Senny} Rankin .. MVR Yarrandale
John Treble KHP Laverton (Vic)
Tony Matthews _ MTH Parkes

Richard Sims )

George Markey ) HHO Sydney
Jack Keerbin BQK Hobart
Eugh Kgoit ) : MWR Bankstown
eter Sutton .
Gerry Lawson } ' FHP Adelaide
George Penfound 140J Canberra
Tan Donovan MKL Essendon
Bernie Kitchell WAU Echuca
Andrew Ronald MR . Geelong
.Des Anderssen MTR Bundaberqg
Keith Nolan MUy Sunbury
Lindsay Marshall MRF Lockington
Ken Ball RQH Brisbane
Ray Abernethy - RQG Brisbane
Ron Stiebel BQW Bankstown
Eari Johnson EQA Taree
Stan Tilley . © G172 KSR Hobart
Alan YWood Beech Hoxton Park
Guy Main Datsun Narellan
Harry Couzin Beech Sydney
Sqn ldr Simon Ford Iroquois RAAF Canberra
Kai Hansen " Canberra
Kerry & Stuart Hilsberg Beech cup Sunbuyy
Peter & Beverly Patroni Piper MLK “Moorabbin
Major Rick Davies (Army) CT4A Point Cook
F1t Lt Geoff Sheppard CT4A Point Cook
*:l:*.** *kRkEk hkkkk *kkkk *EkkEEk kkkkk *kkikk *kkkk

LETTERS:

20th.September, 1982,
Dear Sonny, . ‘
Beverley and I would 1ike to thank you, Betty and the Airtourer Association
for your hospitality during the past week-end. We enjoyed meeting your
members, many who had travelied from distant centres to be at "Yarrandale".
It was also interesting to meet and 'debate' with your guests from the
Services,

If A.0,P.A, can assist the Airtourer Association at any time, please do not
hesitate to advise me.

I will note future events listed in the Airtourer Hewsletter and forward this
information to the Editor for inclusion in the A.0.P.A, magazine calendar.

Kindest regards,

{signed)

PETER PATRONI, President,
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association.

KEREK *kkEk *kikE khkkk kkkki *****‘ - hxEHEE | kEAkkk
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VIC/TAS BRANCH FLY-IN from John Treble.

On the weekend of 24th and 25th April 1982, the Victorian/Tas Branch of the
Airtourer Association had a fly-in weekend at the Grampians Tourist Resort.

It was a weekend of heavy showers, however, we all eventuaily made it even
i Jack & Jean Hopgood abandoned their aeroplane at Mt. Gambier and came by
car.

Saturday afternoon was a coach tour (capably driven by Stuart Hilsberg)

* through the Scenic Grampians to eventually -arrive at a winery where more than

a reasonable amount of sampiling took place. The wine kept flowing through to
Saturday evening where after dinner presentations were made. .

Me thought to vary the presentations on this occasion to enable some of us to
win a trophy which under normal circumstances couldn't be possible.

Bob & Bev Gilmore in MOG won the prize for the SHORTEST DISTANCE travelled
and were duly presented with a tape measure,

Ian Donovan (MKL) easily won the WORST LANDING and proudly took home a cushion !

The prestigous award of the evening was for the LEAST PRESENTABLE AIRTOURER,
After long and careful deliberation it was won by (and rightfully so)} Keith Kelan
(MUV). His prize consisted of a small tin of touch-up paint and a packet of
Band-Aids, which I believe take pride and place on his mantlepiece !

Sunday morning saw flying activities between showers then lunch and enward home.
Jack & dean Hopgood with their friends enjoyed the place so much, they decided
to stay on for another day. .

Those in attendance were :

John & Doreen Treble KHP Laverton
Keith & Ellen Nolan - MUY Keilor

Bob & Bev Gilmore G Donald

lan Donovan MKL Essendon
Stuart & Kerry Hilsberg Beech. Essendon
Jack & Jean Hopgood Peugeot Mt. Gambier,

**tditors note: The above is an example of articles we would 1ike to see
in future editions of the Newsletter. Of course you have to
have a fly-in or some activity first, So dont Jeave it to
Vic/Tas you other states - GET AIRTOURING 111

kkhkk Rhkik *kkk%k kkkk wRERkk dkkk hkkdkk REREkk *kFkk *

AVAILABLE FOR SALE - SGON Airtourer WINDSCREEN's & CANOPY HALF's

At present being made to order by the Airtourer Co-operative in Sydney,
The qulaity is good and the price reasonable.

For information or to place your order - Contact : Guy Mai
ERkEERE Fhkhkkk **E** y *hikk | FThEkk ***g*r m igigl 461255;**,

STOP PRESS - A most successful weakend Tly-in was held over the weekend

of the Bth & 7th of November at DONALD (V) to help celebrate the opening of

the new airport there, The following members aircraft attended :

MYI MYR COI KHP MRF MKL MOG MFP MFN MOV & GUP (a Beech type Airtourer!)

A full report of all the happenings at Donald will be in the next Newsletter.

kRERE FEERE wkEkkk *EkEhkEk FrFkk *hdkk *hkkEkR kkkkk

- page 6 -




ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER No 21 . NOV 82

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 1982/83

The following members have not as yet forwarded the renewal for the year to
the 30 June 1933. If your name is 1isted below, please complete a renewal
form and send it together with your cheque for $14 to John Treble.

Abernethy R. Hopgood J. Paddison G.
Antel W, Howells J.P. Picker B
Aubort E. Jones K. Rawson G.L.
Bamford X. dones P.H. Roberts R.
Bishop J. Kenyon B, Rogers F.
Burridge K, Leech B&M Rogers P.Y,
Byers I. Leech P.D, . Siede S,
Corrigan K. Lipple K. Sims R.

Coy P. Lucas H. Small N.
Davies C. Lelay C. Smith G.
Dietrich J, Macris L. ) Snowden C
Falch 4, Matthews A. Stepanow L.
Furniss BD. . ‘ Stewart R.
Garrett M. Hiller W.H, Tilley 3.
Gray H.D. tlonaghan . Walshe G.
Heffernan D.T. FeGregor C.& WG Whittingham J.
Hi11 D, McNamara J. Wood A,
Hollins G. Nathan M. Hoolcock G.

We appologize for listing overdue members in this way, however the
alternative is either to write to each one or use the phone, both of
which use funds we have better use for, We trust you will understand.

B R R T T o e R L ]

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (Please print) ) ﬂ
NAME L g
(First name/s} {Surname)

ADDRESS : ----------------

{Street or Box number)

Eféﬁﬁi ............ b rraaraenran iéféféj ............ iﬁéé%éé&éj ........
TELEPHORE: { ) I ( ) I

(STD) {Home) _ (57D) {Work)}

Airtourer owner :  YES/HO - if Yes ¢ REG: .iviiviveencanvvrarans

Have there been any changes in the above information during the last year ?

Are you a member of the Sports Aircraft Association of Australia 7 YES/ND

Please renew my membership of the AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION for the year ending
30th June 1983. .
STGNEGE 4 e v s anranrenrinnenrsnsons DALE: 4\vuvrrrreisesn o
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FOR SALE : 'AIRTOURER ASSOCIATION' Badges & Transfers.
g ., including Tie-bars,

Contact John Treble for supply.

Ehkixk *kAEL *hkkkEk hokkdE khkdhk KERkRE *hkkk hkkkik

FOR SALE ATRTOURER 115 VH-FMA  S/N ¢ 24

Total Time 1990 hours, Engine aprox 700 hours to run,

Major Inspection just completed. Has had recent new fuel cell,
strip and repaint. Fitted with VHF/VOR/ADF, Night VMC.

$11,000 Contact: Bob Miller,
L o (089) 851144 after hours,
kkiEk *kkkk RhkkEE hkkk ok . kkkkk AhkEkR . kERRwR *kkkk (
Reflections of Oshkosh Doug & Barb Stott

There is no way to discribe it !l The Annual EAA Convention to Oshkosh, Wisconsin
s just great. For anyone even remotely interested in Aviation, it is just MANDATORY
t0 go. Everything one reads about the event is true, only there is more and it is
bigger every year. This year there were over 12000 airplanes on the field, 600
vintage/Harbirds and over 1200 homebuilts, There is an air display every arvo from
1600 to 1900 hours - every day for eight days - and you never get sick of it Ii1l
Its just slightly different every day and includes most of the worlds top pilots.
Varfous events and forums occur all day, every day. You can buy almost anything
that can be bolted or attached to an airplane in the giant flea-market,

Lots of places to eat - and no Booze on the drome. And its just so tidy, not a
drop of rubbish anywhere. If you do plan to go - STAY THE WHOLE WEEK - some tours
only stay for four or five days, so check - you might just miss the best bits.

(as one certain Auzzie tour did this year). ~Should any of you be planning to go

we would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. Once we get talking

about it - its quite hard to stop to stop to stop to stop....ueuoluos..,
Kkkk Kkk R *kkk kkkk  kEkE O AkEkk *khE *hk® Fkdkk Fkkk
= e em e em e e e o (cut along here) = — o= om
To:

Mr. Jdohn A, Treble,
73 Aviation Road,
LAVERTON vIC, 3028,

MEMBERSHIP : $14.00 pa., within Austfa]ia

A310.00 pa. Overseas - surface mail
A$15.00 pa. Overseas - Air Mail,

Payable to " Airtourer Association "

= - page 8 -
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Editor's note:  During our recent visit of the USA we obtained quite an
amount of documentation issued by the FAA. We found their
safety brouchers very good and have included copies of some
w;th ?his Newsletter. Ve hope you find them of interest and
of value. ;

BE PREPARED
FOR WEATHER!

# 7‘%% 2 o *1 Can cause the same

E 3 ) Pl effect as a couple
. gé o of Martinis
x o *

OVERCONFIDENCE...InCoOrDiNaTiOn
USE OXYGEN OVER 12,000 FEEY

Pilots with
instrument

ratings
have fewer
accidents

s Sy

IMPAIRS JUDGMENT

DESTROYS -
COORDINATION

REDUCES PERFORMANCE

" LOWERS ALTITUBE
TOLERANCE

Shoulder
Harness!

HOST FATALITIES
0CCUR FROM
HEAD THJURIES

D . " ———
0(70 [%REVENTABLE WITH ]
1

SHOULDER HARNESS

HAVE YOU PICKED URP
ANY UNSAFE FLYING
H&BEYE% .? GET ANNUAL PROFICIENCY CHECK RIDE

WITH YOUR INSTRULCTOR

TR
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As pilots, it Is our responsibility 1o brooden our
aviolion knowledge ond set forth our individua! safe”
operating crilerio so we may enjoy the continving
pleasures of sofe flight. The information presented in
this publicalion emphasizes some of the important
orens that require consideration by all pilots before
every flight.  Qur lives and the lives of our possengers
depend vpon our correc! judgment, '

Prefiight plonning is one of the most offen neglecled
acts of pilols contemplating flight.  While the reasons
remain obscure, the facts are well suppoerted by air-
croft accident statistics. 1n addition, o mojor portion
of caunseling activities by accident prevention spe-
cialists and counselors is deveied to eounseling pilots
who hove failed to accomplish sufficien! prefight
preparation and plonning. -

KNOW YOUR AIRCRAFT:

Its I.imiiulions-—Performance—-—Sysferns
“—Switches—Emergency. "Procedures—
Endurunc;h-Louding

Lack of familiority with the aircraft is the cause of o
large pereentage of pilat error accidents, Piloi un-
familiarity with the Gircraft's performance, capabilities,
equipment, and systems is ljsted qas a cause or con-
tribuling factor in many accidents.  Fuel exhaustion
stall, spin, forgoiten or retracted geor, unde‘rshool,\
overshool, hard landing, and improper use of emer-
gency systems ore high on the list of accident causes,
yet all of these can result from pllot unfomiliarity with
the aircroft and equipmen,

Periodically rerecd your aircraft hondbook, know
the aircraft systems, how to operate them, and whot
fo do in the event of o syslem molfunction or fsilure.
Know how 1o conserve fuel, Know the procedyre to
follow for engine failure and, ahove alf, know and
remember how your oircraft handles during flight in
high temperatures and when Joaded lo maximum
allowable gross weigh,

When an emergency occurs in fllght, there is iitile
time to decide the proper aclion to he token, You
need to have on esioblished plan of action ond a
thorough knowledge of your aircroft before an actugl
intident oceurs.

FLIGHT SENSE =

PRE-PLAN,

Wea!her—Fufel—Loading-—Flight Plan
—Min. En Route Alt.—Headwinds—
Nav. Aids—Destination Runway Length

Many general aviotion accidents are brought about
becouse of the lack of prefiight jreining. A surprising
number of general aviation pilots arrive ot the airpori,
get in the oircraft, and depart with complete disregard
for fiight preparalion,

A few moments spent prior fo each depariure af-
fords the pilot on excellent opportunity for o close,
unhurried lock at the weather along the intended route
and at the deskinalion airport.  Cheek the present and
forecast weother ond winds aloft, cpnsider the fuyel
capacity and consumpfion rete, endurance, and always
allow sufficient reserve for the vnexpected. Review
routing, minimum altiludes along the flight poth, nev.
aids, nolices to airmen, alfernate airpors in the oreq,
destination airport runway lengths, and aircraft load.
ing. If o} all in doub), osk the airport operafor or an
Accident Prevention Counselor for advice and ossisi-
ance, .

"WEIGHTS:

Loaded within C.G. and
Max. 1.0, Weight?

Performance ond fiight characleristics of your air-
craft are determined for o maximum weight, The
maximum gross weight for your oircraft should never
be exceeded. If his weight is exceeded, your oir-
croft will require longer distances to become oirhorne,
may stall at o higher speed, may be uncontrolloble
or gay no! fly at all. Know your useful load, the
difference between emply weight and moximum gross
weight, arfd remember, useful load includes the weight
of the fuel oil, baggage, and possengers.  Also re-
member some aircroff will exceed their gross weight
fimits if o full duel lond is carried ond aoll seals gre

.eccupied,

Fuel Joad plys posienger baggoge veight plys the
empty weight of your aircrofi muss ‘no} exceed maxi-
mum allowable gross weight of the aircralt, C. G,
limits are becoming more critical with lorger capacity
aireraft.  Know how 1o delermine the C. G. location
for various loods ond configurations of the aircrofy,
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RUNWAY LENGTHS:

Runway tength Adequate Including
Safety Factor?

Required runway for tonding ond tokeoff moy vary
considerably with changes in field sfevotion, outside
air temperature, olrcroft load, and runwoy surface,

Te aveid runping out of renway during the tokeoff

or landing; consult your aircraft owner's monual for

the disiences required to mcke o normal tokeoff and
normot landing; consider your aircraft weight; field

elevalion and temperature; then add your own sofety

foctor of of least 25%. Consult @ Koch chart if
manual information is not ovailable and consider the
Jollowing thumb rules. Add 10% to the tokeoff roll
for each 1,000 feet of field elevation above seo level.
Add arother 109% for each 15°F {10°C} above stond-
ord jemperature {Sen level 59°FL. Remember, o 10%
increase in tokeoff weight results in a 20, increase
in Yakeoff roll, 20% weight increase—40% increase
in rynwoy needed. And above oll, firm turf will re-
quire at least 7% more takeoff roll thon o dry hard
surface runwoy, short gross——10% or more, ‘end o
soft field or snow—25% to infiniry. Ice, snow, or
frost on the aircraft, especially on leading edges,
wings, ond empennage, moy prevent a tokeoff en-
tireky,

FUEL RANGE:

Figure Flight Time With o Reserve fo
Avoid an Emergency—Dont Try To
Streich it—Switch Tanks Before Running
Dry '
Mixture, power, ond RPM seltings vary the fuel cbn-

sumption considerably. Fue! gouges may be inacci®

rate, Because of these varicbles, a wise .pilot
determines his endurance al several different power
sellings by o meosure of the aclual fuel used versus
fiight time, allows for o minimum of 30 to 45 minutes
reserve fuel, ond never flies longer than this predeter-
mined time limif. '

Estoblish an endurance time for your aircraft at your
normal cruise power setting and abide by 1t regardless
of the distance covered, Alwoys retoin o reserve
supply. :

PREFLIGHT:

Fuel Oil O.K.—Caps On—Controls Free
——Pitot Clear—Birds Nests Out—Wheel
Brakes—Sumps—Dents Checked
Corelessly performed or disregarded preflight in-
spactions have been the conlibuling couse of many
accidents.  Flights have been slorfed, but often not
complieted, because fuel or oil tanks were not chacked,

frost, snow or ice, ete.

- necessary for his aireraft’s sofe operation,

tuel caps were left off or uose, pitot systems were
covered or blocked, gust locks were left on, wheel
skirts jommed with mud, engine coolers blocked by
birds nests, wings, and other surfoces covered by
Unfortunctely, these ilems
were not aoliced or realized unlil ofter the accident,

Always thoroughly preflight your aircrafl. Establish
a set routine for inspection and initiate the inspection
at the iome storling point each time. Follow the
recommendalions in your handbook, Proceed slowly
around your aircralt checking for the following—
general condition of the airframe, gust locks off, fight
control free movement, tie downs removed, visucl
check of fuel end eil, caps secure, ol sumps drained,
pitot static ports clear, condition of wheel brakes,
fires, wheel wells aad fafrings, intakes for birds nests,
blockage, stall werning device free,

KNOW THE NUMBERS:

Stall Speed—Approach Speed—Turbu-
lence Speed—Runway length—Glide
Speed—~Best Climb Speed—Useful Load

Most accidents coused by pilot error involve pilots
who do ot know their gircraft’s operotional numbers.
Teo fast, too slow, stall, spin, below engine out speed,
exceeded shructural limit speed, loss of control in
turbulence, out of cenler of grovily limils, field foo
shart for oircraft foad, temperature and elevation,
landed fast, and stall on approach ore some of the
causes listed and all becouse the pilot did not know
or did not bother to leorn the important pumbers
Periodic-
ally review these numbers and adhere to them as they
may make the difference between o safe Aight and
breken oirplane. ’

SPEEDS:

Stall Speed—Approach 5-peed—
Maneuver Speed

speed control and using the correci speeds directly
offect the longevity of you and your amircreft.  High
speeds in turbulence or rough oir moy damoge or
destroy the alrcroft structure; on landing, will couse an
overshoot, Too slow may cause o stall, spin, or under-
shoot on landing. Knowing your best engine-out glide
speed and best climb speed moy mean the difference
betwsen your moking the oirport or ending up in the
trees. '

Some of the more important speeds are stall speed,
recommended approach speed, best role and ongle
of ¢limb, best glide, bes! rough olr speed, moximum
never exceed speed, ond geor and flop extension
speads. Remember, stall speeds increase considerably
with angle of bonk and weigh! increoses,
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WAKE TURBULENCE:

det Blast—Prop Wash— Jef Vertox—
Helicopter Pewndraft

Accidents and incidents from these causes are in-

creasing ©s the popyliation of jet-powered high per- -

Jdormance dlrcroft and rotorcraft grows. Be oware of.
the turbulent air coming from jet engines, propellers,
and wing fips, Stay well cleor during toxi and in-
flight. While ocirborne, remember et woke may ex-
tend for behind the oircraft. Plan 1o fiy slightly above
or 1o ihe side of the other aircraft. On takeoff or
londing, the best procedure is to allow adequate
separafion or plan your approach to be slightly above
the preceding aircroft's flight poth and louch down
slighfly beyond its touch down point. On tokeoff
ollow adequate separation, and when initioting ¢limb
stay obove o7 fo the side of the anlicipaled wake.
The turbulent areas may remain for os long os three
minutes depending on wind conditions.

WEATHER AWARENESS:

Ceilings—Visibility—Turbulence—lce
—3Snow—Sleet—Present and Forecast
Winds

Many of the fatal accidents in general aviation are
atiributed to weather and primarily because the pllot
was inexperienced in instrument flight, Unfortunately,
this type of oscident is on the increase. The onset of
deferiorating -weather offen resuls in disoster for the

KNOW YOUR LIMITATIONS: e
"Always Adhere To Them

One of the most inportant keys to continved fiying
pleasure is fo establish o set of sofe standords or
limitatlons that you con confidently adhere to. These
Hmilations should mever be broken or amended untii
more expetience is gained, Estoblish your limitations
for the following—weather ond night flying, runway
length, ioading and range, and olways adhere to them.

ALWAYS USE A CHECKLIST:
" For Continued Happy Safe Hight

Couniless accidents are ottributed to negligence on
the part of the pilot to rely on & writlen checklist.
Even: professionals hove forgotten the gust focks, trim
tobs, door lock, or lending gear. These foolish actions
are not only embarrassing, but hove coused many
needless fatalifies, Always corry ond use the checke
list in your gircraft and never rely on memory.

T MAKES SENSE TO:
KNOW YOUR LIMITS
USE A CHECKLIST
PREPLAN YOUR FLIGHT
‘PREFLIGHT YOUR AIRCRAFT
KNOW YOUR AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS
KNOW YOUR AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE

unsuspecting pilo! unless he s propearly trained and Limirs
rated for Instrument flight.  If you are not trained for
instrument filght, do not gomble on the weather bm. .
proving.  Alter your course, or land and woit for gn REMEMBER:
improvement in the weother, * “SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT"
by
F)
Note : Although this article is written for pilots in the USA, almost al]

of it can be applied to operations in Australia, or any other country

for that matter,
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nake it all add up In your favor!

- page 14 -




