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FDITORIAL NOTES

Thenk you for your genorous oouments
about the previous NEISLETMTER,
However, I must hasten to add that
the standard depends entirely on the
articles contributed, both quality
and quaniity. Happily, I can gay
that this same situation hag again
culminated in yot another 'bumper!
edifiion, Keep up the good work and
letts have those Reports, Letiers,
eto, Llowing in.

Ag thig is the last Hewslebber for &
this year mway I take the opporbun-
ity of wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and plenty of trouble-
treg flying in the Hew Yeax,

HEXT _ ISSUE

The next NEISIETTER is planned for
late Januvary or ocarly February,
and will coatain details for the
ALGIH. at Yagga,

Also 1t is jjgped $o include more
details of the S.AAA Fly-in at
Harcochydore, and the Aviation Expo
at Schofields.,

An updated membership Iist will ho
published in the new yeaxn,

REERER
SPOP _PRESS

I% d= with regret that advice has
just boen regeived of the loss of
AT400, VE-MTF, S/m. 20, on tho 15%h
November, 1980,

Tha aiveraft crashed on take-off
from & strip &t Boonah (Q11d,) and
although the occupanis wers not
hurt, the aivcrafl was destroyed,
beyond repaivr. -Full details are
not’ yeb available., However, no five
ogourred,

Both oocupants had %heir FUIL harness
gegure, wnich no doubh prevented
more serious _injuz.fy.

Owner, Des Setter, was not on hoard
at the time and is now looking
around for another Airtourer,
{Enolosed in this issue ara some
photo,s Dag,took of the aeciden‘c.)
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SECREZARY 'S  REPORST

During the last year the Airtourer Asscciation has mde its. greatest step for-
ward, Ye have seen the formation of the Airtourer Co-bperative and the sutcosg-
ful purchase of the ‘project! with its shipnent to Sydney. The new year should
see tho start of the supply of sono most noeded verts,  Hembers of the Co-op,
vill be kept fully informed, A1l ovners {members op not) will be advised in

due oourse on hoy they may obbtain parts edo. frem the Co-oporative., We look
forvard to seeing some more rebuilds on the negistor befors too long.

The Associatlon has now béen affiliated with the SAAA for a year, . , and numep~
ous ideas have been exchanged, We ars at present participating in a submisse
ion to DoT requesting the establishment of & "Regreational” category for
regighration purposes, 1f. suocessful, owmers of such aiveraft That are now in
the Private catogory will bonefit with reduced ANCs, It is hoped that Airfour—
ors will be accepted into the category providing certain conditions ave meb.

Wo are still talking te insutance.compenies about premiums and although no

mjor progress has been made, our hopes have increased lately wilh the amounce-
ment of a scheme for members of $he Antique Aivoraft Associsation, We will be
following this up with the insurance company conoerned,

Ouz membership has remained fairly constent during the year with a Pow droponts
from some non-ownors and some rogignations follewing sirorafi sales, New
members have beon encowraging with a net incrcage in the number of Aivtourers
ropresented in Australia by the Association. = iiow 78 out off the 91 on the
cwwent register, Thero have also boen new members fron Hew Zealend and the
United Kingdom, whom we warmly welcome.

One area of concern has boeen &n apparent slowness of wembers to send their
subs, in, Vo lmow it is easy do ioverlook, or put aside, However, i% in-
oreases our work load somewhat, and precious funds are spont rominding members,
Please send your chequo today 1f your copy of this newslebbor indicates that
your subscoripition is due,

During the past yoar {he Agsociation has had a number of gatherings all of
vhioh have helped us b0 gel to know one another, MThe annual oonvention at
Parkes was an outstanding success and it is hoped to mes an even larger athond-
anoe at Waggs in Fobrvary, ‘ .

Preparations are already undervay with Tony Hatbhews and John Trolile doing tho
groundwork,. The RAAP wili be helpldg during the weekond, and the Officor
Commanding RAAF Base, Wagga, hos kindly offered to moke various haso faollit
ies available to ug. Accommodation should not bo a problon, However, it
would be wise to make yowr booking as soon as possible. (Details elsowhope
in ¥his Nowslettoer) ‘

Lator on, noxt year, there will be two aviation events of slgnificancs.
They ars the Sports Aiveraft Association Fly-In 2t Haroochydore and the
Sohofields Air Shovw, Vo plan an atiendance st both oevents and all members
are encouraged to attend and help f£1y our fleg and support the Association,

Brigbane member, Des Sotter, has booked a rumber of rooms at the Maroochy
Country Todge, end as accommodation will be at a premium during Easter if
would be necossary Ho book now Bdigecurs motel-type accommedation, Dotailg
of the motel are snclosed, Des,'s notes may be found in this newaletter.

As this ds the last Newslethor for 1980, and I will be in the UK (reoruiting
new members) with Ly employment during December, I take thig opporbunity to
wish you all a very hapopy Christmas and a safe and prosperous 1981,

Dovg. sTom . . HONORARY SECRETARY

HEMBERSHIP RENEJAT

Some nenbors haverno-‘-; vob rénoved dheir embershlp foxr 1980-81, If a cross {x)
appears in the box bulow you avo evrrently an unfinsneial membér, Please forw
werd your Subsoription vo the Seocretary, P,0, Bex 1814, Darwin, H.T., 5704,
Annuel Subsoription 1§24 (814 37 momber of SiA,4A,)
frovsess Subsoriptient  8lAwat. )40, 5(Aust, )15, if A4 Hail.

;' ~ HMEHBERSETP STATUS
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THE ATRTOURER STORY
" by Haoy Job
Ha:[.l in the Coffin or Lesson for ‘bha Futurs?

¥

The follomno article fivst. s.ppeared in the December, 1979, issue of 'Aust-

ralian Aviation and Defence Review,!

I+ is reproduced here with the kind peraission of its author.

HER

pngtralials Henry Millicer has every
veason to qualify as one of this &
nation’s most disenchanted people, the
fact that he is anything but this, is
far more a tridbute %o his unquenchable
enthusiasm for the light aeroplane
than bo any recognition ocur couniry
has given this distinguished Polish
born asronsutical engineer.

To win a major internaticnal design
competition againat all comers go
early in his Australian aviation
caresr, to oee his airoraft put into
quantity production and win world-wide
acelaim, only to have the whole enter—
prise languish and sold oub of the -
country through public indifference
and hostility from foreign vestod
intervests, oust have been anguish
snotgh.,

But on %op of this to auffer the sup-
rene :ucony of meeing a militarised
veraion of his brainchild supplied
baok %0 Australia as & $rainer for the’
RAAF at three times its oviginal price,
must have been almost more than human
gpirit can beaxr,

Tiota (ongolidated Industries' Aviation

Division was not the only post-war
atbtenpt to cstablish a viable light
airoraft production indusiry based on
an Auatralian design.

In the fifiies and early sixties there
wera several others - nota’bly the CGAC
Ceres, the Hamilton Jackaroa, " Toowoom—
ba Foundries “Southern Cross", the
Yoopan Cropmasier, ond of course the
aiveraft that has become the Transavia
Corporetionts Aivbrule; today the sole
surviving Austraiian light aeroplane
gtill in quantidy production.

But if Vietals sffort was not the
firak, it was corbainly the most
am'blun.ous - as well as the one that
showved the mos% promige and gained for
Angbralia the grea“f;es’u international
prestige.

To trace the real begiuning of the
Viete Airtoursr story ue need o go
back 55 yeara,when a Follsh schoolboy,
%he son of & university professor of
ezglvceﬂlﬂg, won an aercmodsiling
competition, Hig prize wes 2 flz{h‘b

over his native Warsaw in a rotary-
engined World Yar I biplane of the
Polish Air Force. '

That flight captivated young Henry
MHillicer for life, Five years
later at the age of 14 he tuilt =2
suocessful primery glider and, astill
too young to fly it hinself, lent 1t
to %he Warsaw Aero Club, A% 17 he
qualified as a giider pilot and later
got a new Polish gliding distance
record, achieving his Gold C disbance
at the sare time.

Te took & degree in mechanical enm
ginsering, and became a junior des—
igner in a Polish airoraft factory.
In his spare Himo he Lra:med as a
mititery pilot {again on antiquated .
rotary-engined bn.planes), with %the
Polish Air Force Reserve.

WYhen World War II broke out in 1939,
he flew army observation airorafi
against the Cerman offensive for a
time, then with 30 other pilots flew
e he Rumanian Black Seaport of
Uonatanze o take delivery -of 28
Hawier Hurricanes and Faivey Battles

.which had been shipped from Britain

for the Polish Air Toree.

Before the airoraft could be unload-
ed and agsembled, Russia invaded .
Poland, and the young airmen were
summallly 1n4;erned in & Rumanian’
gaol, They bribed theix way out,
evaded the police, and finally ob-x

tained exit visas through a Rumanian

girl who worked in the office of the
Prei‘ecture of Police in Bucharvest.

In France, Eenry Hillicer, served as
a pilet in a squadron of the Fremch
Aﬂ Porce, When France fell in 1940,
he andi his companions made théir way
south, "living like brigands", until
they were able o escapa to England
by sea, Thewre, 88 a msmber of the
Polish Air Foroe, he flsw Blackbuem
Bothas with Coastal Command and laber
Vellingtens in Bomber Command and was
awarded +he A¥C and HH.

Imrallded out of flying yith a stomach
uloer, he sorved for a while as an
interpreter, but then resumed his
studies 8t Tondon University. Afber
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gaining an MSe in acronautieal engin- .. .-

eering he took out British citizenship,
and bocame & designer engineer under
Professor G,.T.R, Eill, oveator of the

revolubionary Westlard-Hill Pierodactyl® *

tailless aircraft of the carly thirties.

Later he joined Airspesd where he
worked on the design of the Ambassador
airlines, . A%Ser the aircraft had flowm
successiuily, Miilicer went o
unting Pereival, There, ag woll as
working on the Pereival Prince &
Prentice he mads a design study of a
gide-by-side tvo=gazter low-wing
training aivoraft as e private vénture.
This was acoepied by the company, and
45 the Perciwl Provost, bescoms the
BAP's new basic twainer - tho oeroe
plane that sms wmdoubtedly the
inspivation fér Australia's own

CAC Winjeel,

In 1949, a crash into power Idnes while
Llying in poor wisibility Janded a
badly ‘injured Henry MHillicer in ]
hespital for several weeks, The
accident seemed the lasi straw in the
sugoesslon of tragedies that had
plagued his fanily over the previous

10 years., TUis mother had been killed
in.the bombing of Vavsew, his father
badly injured, end his only brothker had
died later at the hands of the Gestapo.
Bven his brother in law, who had
returned to Varsay afber the imr for
discussions with the Puasisns, had been
arrested and mysteriously disappeared
in Russian prisocis. co

With plenty of 4ims B0 brood, Henry
Hllicer £inadly decided. he was
Finished vivh Burope. He would make
& nev start in.a new cowntry. -Bub
vhere? . : - : - :

Quite wnezpectedly His mind was made
up for hin - a letber arrived from
hustralia offering him tho post of
Chief Aerodymamicist with +he Govern—
nent Aiveraft Factory in Healbourne.

Joining @AY in'August 1950, he worked
thore 10 years, becoming responsible
for the asrodymemics of the Jinmidvilk
IZ and YIT and design of the Malkera
anti~tank missile. -

Bub his love of personal flight per—
aigted, Tn the early fifties he was
already dsvoling his spave time ic the
development of an advanced two-seater
sailplane wvien the Royal Aero -Club in
London amounced a Comrenwealth-wids
design competition for a Light aerc—
plane "sultable for ajr’touring;
economical to congsruet, opevatedand
maintain, and emey. fo fly",

For Henry Millicer, ths specification
seamed 2242 Yo ovdor and, with twe
GAF collcagues bs Tost no tine in
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ontering, ‘A thousard man-hours of
work folloved and the detailed design

“was submitted by the closing date at

the end of 1982, .

Three months Jater, when the resulis
wore amownced in Ionden, it was
Henry Hillicer's "Ai» Tourer", a
wooden, low~wing, toicyole under-
carriags 2-3 seater, powered by a
derated Blackbwrn (irrus Minor engina,
that was the outright winmer,

Ls woll ag the £100 prize, +the terus
of the competition provided fox
financing the huilding of the winning
design in Bngland. But with thée
Avstralian win widely acclaimed, and
with local induubry offers %o help
put the airerafi into productior,
Heney Millicéer wrote %o the Royal Asro
Club seolting Tinancial agsistancs for
the construction of iwo protoiypes in
Avgtralia, : . .-
Theras wa3 no veply fo his lovter;, nor
b0 ¥wo subsequent Follow-ups sant by
registercd post. Only years afben—.
wards did Henxy Millioer lenwrn the
real weason:

Apparently not envisaging the winning
entry doming from fuyihore bub the -
United Kingdom, ths competition
organisers were. teken aback a% the
progpest -of furding +the congtruotion
of the aiverafy ovorseas, As a reguli,
the promised financial suppord beosme
a political hot poiato. end was quietly
dropped. As one.of the adjudisators -
sxplained o, Hewry yeaps. dater,.
real problem was thay ¢ the bloedy 1. .
oceloniala. won 3¢, . :

Heanwhile, Henvy MHillicer and other
asronaunbical enginesrs and enthusiasts
vho shared his vision of sconomical - .
porgonnl FLight were meeting in Melh-
ourne b, plan vhe Tormation of 2 group
with aimg eimiiar Yo those of the
Populer Flying Association in the UK. .

Their efforts culmirated with the
founding of the Ultwa Iight Airverass
Association in Ootober 1955 and 18
montns Iater -iith the promalgation
of DOA's historie "Ulyra Fighy Aire
oraft" Adr Havigation Ordew, auwthor—
ising the construction of amateurs
il aivecart dn Australsa,

The new ANO provided +tho opporiunity
Henry Hillicer was wailing for, . )
An Adv Tovrer Group was formed within
the UTAA and, with ehcowraging supposrt
in cash &nd kind from Austrvalisn
industry, the Aers Club Pelers
and the Department, consizuc

Pl
a prototyps was begun in & ronted

garage, MHunerous d % coToonents,
ineluding engina,

tyres, ard . braios -
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" deal of rodesign and the final choice of
pover plant becane a 65 hp Conbinental,

By the vime the Hillicer Air Tourer was
roady for iis First flight at Moorabbin
Adwport early in 1959, Bast-est Air-
lines had agreed to.produce the air-
oraft commexcially at Tamworth. and the
gero olub movement was looking to it aas
a- potential replacement for their aging
fleet of Tiger Hoths and Chipmunks,

The granting of the .Air Tourer's C of
A in July 1959, the first Australian
design to achieve that status since pre-
yvar days, brought more favourable pub-
licdity. Industry and aero clud not-
ables whe flew it were loud in thoir
praise and the aireraft, now officially
VH-FHH, was flowm %o Tamworth for
syalvation preparatory Lo Bast-Hest

;Li'rlines bheginninzg work on a second pro-

totype to be fitted with a meisl spar
and a Continental C-95 engine.

For Henry Hillicer now the future
logked rosy, With an initial product-
ion run of 12 aireraft planned for 1960
and 50 a year to follow, there seened
no reagon why the Air Tourer should not
become the standard club aireraft
threoughout Austraiiz, .

Unforbunately for the project, less
+han a fortnight after arriving atb
Temworth, VE-FHH sustained an engine
fajilure during &n asro club demonstrat-
ion flight and was extensively demaged
during the ensuwing forced landing on
rough ground,

The crash experience vinficated many of
the A Tourer's design Teaturcs and
the aireraft was ropaired for a total
cost of £1321, Bul collective and
corporate decisions somebimes have
little relation ¥o logic, and the
agoident wvas enough to give the erst-
vhile manufacturers cold fest,  They
withdrew from the &groement, "dué to
other sommitments", politely pointing
out to Hillicer that Your change of
plang should in no way be construed as
indicating & Ioss of faith in the type".

tndaunted, Henry lillicer formed his
-gwm company, re-designed the Air
Tourer with an all-mstal wing, ard seb
aboub - Finding anothéwr Australian
backer, For a time, though there
secmed ne lack of potential cusbomers
for the aircrait, no industrialist
capavlo of handling ids manufacture
geemed interssted,

Then geveral months later in the
winser 6f 1960, whils weathsr-bound at
HMangelore aerodrome in central Vie-
$oria, Henxy 1illicer got talliiang bo
another vilot. He turmed out to bs
Garry Richardson, son of Hervym Hich-
apdgon, chairman of the great Avsizal-
< ryecras gtory, Victa Consolidated

Industries Lid,

Mervyn Richardson, engineer and -
aviation enthusiast of many yesrs
standing, had built an mero engine
incorporating contra-rotating pro-
pellers as early as 1914, but his
idea had no% been taken up. . Tow,

a8 a successful industrialist, he

vag in thé process of developing a
four-aeat, low-ving, all-metal air-
craft, the Victa R-2, with the
inkention of producing it for the
Australian market, Both he and hig
son Garry were pilods and flew
Victa'!s executive Bonanza on company
business.

The chance cnoounter at Hangalore

led bo further talks in Sydney and

the cubtoome was Vieta Consolidated

Industriest decision in August 1960
to put the Hillicer -Air Tourer into
large scale production.

Appointed Chief Désigner of Vicla's
Aviation Division, Henry Millicer
rosigned from GAF, moved o Sydney,
and got mboudt re-degigning the . Air
Tourer as an all-metal aiveraft  thed,
with a 100 hp'Rells Royoe Continental
0-200A engine, would be fully aerc-
batic, '
Within two uonths of Vieta's produvct-
jon ammounocement, orders for the new
airvoratt, nov designated the Vieta
Adrtourer, were pouring in - 1% for
the Royal Victorian Aero Club, ¥wo
for Iatrobe Valley, six for the .
Auckland Aero Club in Hew Zealand,
and three for the Royal Aero Ciub of
sy, .

. Whe Airtouver is tailormade to olub

training roguirements", commented
RAC of USW Presidont Peber Lloyd.

114 ig a highly versatile and eoonomic
frainer with excellent performance."

Roporfted the Australian Financial
Review: "The saleds have knocked the
opposition flat, Vieta are nov
hunting aero ciub and priveté owmord
to follow up their advantage, and
have made a stars on export., Asian
sales will be pressed in visils o
South-Fast Asian ocountries beiore
the end of the year.

Tigka plan to exhibit the Adrtourer
at the Paris Air Shov next July eas a
try for the Buropean market, Having
baen designed for the British marked
v+veoil should have an appeal thera,
fo Briiish eaiverar? in the same cate-
gory is in production today. The
opportunity could be great."

Deliverios from the new aiveraft
factory being built at Milperra were
expocted o begin in June 1961, and
production was being scheduled
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While fork
tourer, Viecta shipped the original’ .
wooden VH=FIM 4o ey Zealand for a dem~
onstration four,
on excollent press, bub amongst Wew
Zealandts general aviation industry,

. the tour proved a pistels .- the wooden®
: eonstrustion and uiilitarian finish of
the prototype created an unfavourable: -
impression and led to the cancellation
of" the Auckland Aero Club's order, a

- sethack from which Heyw Zealand sales
recovered only after fhe all-metal Adr~
Sfourer was well in. production.

- Heanwhile at Vieta, although the proto.-
type of the R-2 four-seater had now
flowm succsssfully, the project was
shelved in order %o concéntrate on Air..
tourer preduction, Mot ‘surprisingly,
tooling-up took & good deal longer than
expacted and it was December 12, 1961,

before the first all-mebal Airtourer 100,

VE-MVA was veady for initial Flight
testing. DOA Type Approval ymi finally
granted in July 1962, almost. 10 years to
tho day from when Hemyy Ifillicer had
submitted his entry to the Royal Aero
Club!s design competition. .

 Hith $he” production line now rolling,
" Vieta introduced an alternative higher
porformance version, the Adricurer 115,
fitted with & Lyceming 0-2%5 115. hp
engine and .the Hwo models were marketed
8ide by side ~ tho fastest fixed wnder—
carriege two-seat itrainer available in
the world, P ‘
Sales .during 1964 inciuded an unexpect-
od order for an Airtoursr 115 from no
1less 8 buyer than the Piper Corporation,
ostensibly for evalvation in the Us,
The Airtourerts acrobatic capability
ovidently appealed +o Piper, and with

nothing to match the airorart themselves,

the company were looking +o the poss—
ibility of building the Aivtourer und e
licenos if they could securo a UY Adr
Foroe contract for a light, economical

bagic training agroplane, But the con— .

traot stipulated the aiveraft was o be
of US desipgn, and the plan was dropped,

So encouraging was the Airvourer opder
book by this time thet Vieta now in.
strueted Hilliocer 6 investigate ihe
design’of an economical, fast Tour-
seater, aimed specifically at the

. Australian maxlzet, but with zood prog-
paots for export,. So began the devel-
opment of the Viota Aircruiser. As
well, devolopmental work was continuing
with Vieta's experimental two-geater
gyroplane designed by J, Blackler and.
intended for acrial worlk: operations; a -
project actually begun when the Aviate.

ion Divieion was first formed in. 19591

A sound advertiging canpaign, good
gales promotion, and a continuing
snthusiastic daily and techmical Pross

iarogrgssed on the metal Ajp- -

The direrart received

kept Airtourer orders coming in.

In March 1963, the.Federation of
Australisn Aero Clubs announced

the avard of the Oswald Wati Nedal .
their highest honour to Henry
Millicer "for his cutgtanding cone-
tribution to the Auwetralian aviat-
ion “industry", -

By early 1965 Vieta had produced,
its 100th Adrtourer - an cocasion
warked by displaying the airoraft
at a Council of Industrinl Degign
dinner attended Ly the Duke of
Edinburgh in Sydney - and had begun
a deternined marketing campajgm in
the United Kinglom, Vith tho forme
ation of a Vieta UK subsidiary to
look after sales, Glos-Air were
appointed to handle aircraft dssom— °
, bly and service at Staveriton Alrpors,
" Gloucester, . - '
From the atart, the Viebta Adrtouver
created 2 sound iwpression atiraci-.
ing favourable reviews from the
Biidleh avietion press.

- "I4s arrival in Bngland this year
is especially welconio! commented
Air Pictowrial, ""for noi. only does
it seom %0 ba tho long-awaited
'Tigor Hoth replacement! but id'a
Commonwealth product impoited into
the UK by Victa (UK) Itd., the -
English subsidiary of Vieta Tid, .

" Bydney. Hitherto, the nearest
approach o & Tiger replacement- wag
the Chipmunls; 41lso & Commonwealth
product, having been designed-and

Tivet built by de Havilland of o = -

Canada, How i%.is the wirn of

Australial, L

Within days of the Jdaunching of
Vieta'ls UK campaign, the initial
impont quotd vas s0ld and the
witing list vas continuing to
ETOH. : .

But back in Australiastorm clouds
were brewing, Several months before,
in the Aero club bar at Benkstown
Airport - the daily meeting place
for Bankstoim!s aviation Traternity -
senior exeoubives of Ausiralials
"Big Three" distribufors had Joked ™ °
to Hilliger, "oulre gotting too big
for us Henvy, Welrs. going to have

to get youl" . : )

The trouble vas that behind +heiw
undoubted good humour, they neant
every word of i%, '

During 1964-65 with the AMriourer
holding a. steady 67 per cent of the
markel, imports of other iwo-seal
‘trainers o Australia amounted to
ondy 40 aivoraft, But by the end
of the following financial vear the
number imporfied had guadrupled,

Cessna dropned the prico of their
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Hodel 150 by 2% per cend, while Piper -
and Beech offootively lopped .i2% per -
cent off the prices of their equivalent
Chérockee and Muskateor vange,” In the
US, the Cossna-Company-issued an-edict -
that all franchise holders were to buy
a% least five 1508 each, and in Austral-
ia both Cessna and Piper introduced & -
throe~month customer evalvation peried -
ag an incentive fo-potential buyers.

Late in 1965, wealising. that thelr big -
American competitors were out for
blood, and that the futwre of the local-
light ai?oraf‘qindustrﬁr-dm@ld well beo
at stake, the Victa managoment got:
. together.with two other stiruggling
Australian light aiveraft menufacturers,
Cropmaster and Transavia, a compeny that
. a8 novw confident it had a winnex .in its
Airtruk, As a group, the threo ocom~
panies approached the Federal Government
with a request that a Tariff Bnquiry be-
held ianto thé quesbion of hounty assist-
ance for two or three years wiile they’
establish production mms big enough fo
allow them to compete successfully with
oversess manufachurers, T

Vietals own case was not primarily one
of sesking import restrichions on come
petitive products - the company claimed
it had no wish %9 penalise the general
aviadion ipduatry by having taxdiffs im-"
posed which.would put the price of

light aivorafy ous of reach of the .
average buyer, Rether, Vioba vere
secking & subsidy on their Airoruiser
production for a shork Fime to cnable
their factory to become delf-sustaining
in what bad now become a highly competit-

ive market. oo

But as it seemed unlikely that the.
bounty appliocation would be hesxd by +the
Tariff Board for &% least 12 months or
oven two years, Victa made a seoond
application to the Department of Trade
. sooking & bemporery quentitive westrict~
. ion on tho imports of two-sesd brainers
over ard ahove the number brought inbo
-the countiy.during the previous. finan-~
- gial year, plus an allowance for the
pationsl growth rate of 20 per cent-por.
snnun, Vieta was quick to emphasisae
that this roquost applied only Yo ¥uo-
seat training airovafl selling in = -
Australia’in direct competition with the
Airtourer, and was -bo oombat "the Torm
of dumping by American mapufacturers"
which was obviously Yo combat the out-
standing sales succeas of the Alrboursy
in Australia. : '

Pointing out this was a shord Term
meagure to bridge the gap pending the’
hearing of Victa's bounty application,
Australiats aviation press desoribed
the proposel -as “ominently fair', A
decision on Victals application for the
temporary quantitive resiriction on

- dinporbed “bo~seators was oxpected © -l
from Canberra by mid-Januady 1966,

In the meantime, opposition %o-
Viotats [Airptourer production was -
ne longer confined to the vested -
intorests of its dmerican competif
0TS = treason-had bagun to. rvear i%s -
ugly head even within the elite
seolusion of Victa's boardroom,

"lothing sucoeeds lile success",
says the old adage. Bub the oppos-
ite is also true, and this firsb
sebback to the Vieta Aviation Div~
igionts enterprise had begun fo ea¥
into the company!s éonfidence like
a cangery - :

With a great deal of money already
oxponded by the Aviation Division, |
and with 1ittle return to show foir -
it, some -Board mewbers were showing
inoreaging signs of impabionoe with -
the coupan¥'s profitability.

From the beginning, the driving
foroe bohind the Aviation Division
had boen the Chairien, Hewvyn -
Richerdson himself, and to-a lesser - °
oextent his son Garry, both of them -
avia\:;iqnenthusiasts in their owm
right,’ ‘

But this idealism was not shared by -
obher directors, for the most part -
hard-headed businessmen, With the
retiroment of Mervyn Richardson fwom
the Board, thewre camo mounting -
oppowition to the Aviation Divisiom....:

The Vieta Board weve frankly not -
interested in ajireraft manufacture.
and wanted & way out. The Big

Thres's conserted oppesition, togeth— -
or with Viota's consequent applicate-
ion for government assistance -gave.
them the key ~ if tho Depariment of
Tpade didn'h give thom the protection
they were segldng, they would have an~
oxcellent excuse for:olosing down =
the Aviation Division without losg

of face. .

Gaxry Richardson,. who had succeeded
his father as Chairman didn't like it,
tut he lacked the iren determination
of his- father - %he man who had bulld
the Victa empive from nothing in less.
than 1% years, He bowsd to the board
merher!s presswre, -

In mid-January 1966, Vietals applie-
ation for btemporary proiection on
imports of compebtitive airoraft -vas
Hurned down and Trade Hinister HeFuwen
apnounced that the ocoupany’s bounty |
had hesn referred %o the Taxiff Board,
However, no dato. had yel boeu set for
$he heaving, - o -
A month later, with no hint of waruing
4o the industry or to its 170 aviation
gmployeos, Viots shocked the enbive
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Australian aviation comrunity with ibs
announcenent that Aivtourer production’
was to ¢eaSe immediately, floxk on the
Alroruider, which was nedring ceortifio-
ation, would continue at least until a
Byps Certificato yas obtained, and there
were hints that Airtourer production
cowld possibly bes regumed if and then a
favourable decision was roceived on the
sompanyts bounty application,

Two thirds of the Aviation Divisionts °
work force, amounting ko 100 .enployees,
vere lajd off at onoe from the MHlperra
factory, loaving 50 to continye gpares
production and servics aireratt "under
-sxisting contractyal, arrangements".,

"he Aviation Pivision has shown a def- °
inite loss in Four years of produstion",
explained Vietae Choirman Garry Richard-
aon,

What he ¢id not gay vas that the other
Divisions into which Vinta Td, "had
diversified - bulldings, design,
elootrical, steel atructures and boats -
were also unprofitable on papor,

Or, even that, most 8ignificantly, of
8l Vieta had reoeived on the vory eve

of the docision to close the Avietion
Division, an order frop Siy Derek Bailey,
Chairman of Glog-Air in the UK, for ne
Loas than 72 Adrtourers - o soeming wind-
81l that under Board pregssure, Garry
Richardaon wefused to aocepl, :

The faot of the matter wasg that, with
the complotion of the 160th aireraft,
Vieta's unit cost of the Airdouver had
&t last broken even, with the vasult
that fubuie production, had it boen
condinued, would have gradually put the
Aviation Division back in the ‘bldok »
and perhaps even allowed the oompany to
reduoe the cost of its airoraft 4o meot
the competition from overseas manufao e
uvers, : :

For a time e shook wave generated by
Vieta's decision oreated a Turore among
onthusiasis keen to soe Australiats oim
light aiverafy industey succeed, "It ig
8 sourcs of amazement that the Auvstral-
lan Bovernment would alles thig vital
industry 4o oollapse ab such a tims,
declared one writer, :

But with no word of sneouragsment from
oither the oompany itself o the Feder—
&l Government, the Perment beecame a
seven-day wonder, .

With its reduoed stafs, Vieta's Aviation
Division settled back to its work of
comploting the prototiype Adrvoruiser.
Henry Hiiliger himself, wnder oontract
to Viota 2g Chier Designer, stayed on 4o
sea it thwough, Whatever happened in
the future, the Airtourer production
line was a saleable asmet,  Bub the
Aiveruiser in its »resent stale of

developrient sms worth almost
nothing. Even though hopes of
oventually gotting the Aiveruiser
into production: looked 8lin, the
work had to continue until the aix-
oraftt had oompleted itg sertificat-
ion flying and boen granted its
Typo Certificate, Evan the Vieha
Board conld see 4ha R .

8ix months later in June 1966, the
long avaited Tarify Board hearing
began, Dragging on with charasfor—
istic obliviousness %o the urgency
of the'situation for a fupthom gix
wonths, the hsaring took evidonce
fxrom oppeosition interests as well
a8 the companies gesking assistange.
Apart from strong support for the
application from the acro club move-
ment, much of tho witnoss evidenca
became a sorry spectacle of pergonal
nest-feathering at the exponse of a
national agset by individuals osten—~
gibly prouvd to call themselves Augt-
raliang— an apparently desirable
appelation so loung as it did not
affect their pockets. .

Heanwhilo the Adreruyiger began its
flight besting and was hailed by the
aviation press fow the excellent’
alroraft it was, with detailed flight
reviews following as soon aa the, pro-
totype oould bo made available,

The RAAF wag alsc impressed, evinoing
keen intersst-in the Aremyiser ag

. $ho Dasis for a new eléueritary frain-
. - ing aoroplans,
" Marshall Brian Baton at his Canberra

Visiting Aivy Vigs

offioe one day #o digcuss ity potent..
ial, Henry Millicer shared with him
Iis concorn over +he Tariff Board
hearing., '

Air Vice Marvshall Eaton’ iwmediately
pioked up his ‘telephone, and dialies
the number of an aguaintance on tha
Board, "Don't iot that aoroplane go
out of the eountry,” he %old his
Titend, "Ho want it here as a trainerm,

Barly in 1967, with the Tarify Board
hearing now comploted but with month
Tollowing month without the slightest
sign'frou the Government of ita oubw -
oome, Viota g6ld the Adrtourer desim,
together with all Jige, fools ana
manufactured parts, to Aero. Engine
Services Ltd, of Hamilton, Hew
Ze&land.

"Wo have finished yith airveraft pro-
duotion complotely," Uhaivman Gaxryy
Richardson declared o the press,
Privately the VHots dirvestors told
Honry Hillicew, "We gould not afford
Yo put the Aireruiser inte product--
Iond"  Tust over a vear later the
gane Board ammdunoed a company profit
of almos¥ £900,000 after alloriae




" ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION

" REFELETTER 0,13

.

DECEMBER, 1980

- - -

..F540,000 foir tax . on earning rate of
74 ver cent on the company's ordinary
O&Pi'bal. . iy

Yith all hope of the company resuming
airvorgft production now gone, only the
fate of the probolype Airoruiser ve-
pained o be decided,

HEenry Millicer and the last remaining
omployens of the Aviation Division
completed the final modifications to
$the Airvoruiser for the issus of ils
Certificate of Alrworthiness and lefi

Vigta in Sephember 1957 - bitterly dis-

appointed to a man at the sad end OF
an enkérprise which, only a short time
hofore, had seomed so full of enthus-
iasm and promise, "Didn!t you lmow
youlve besn a tax bunny for the past
seven years Herwy?™ one of the Direct-
ors asked Millicer when he called %o
gay goodbye.

Bk oven Fhe mamnor of Henry Hillicer's

going wis not without its trauma,
Barred by his contwact from leaving
Viota when he wae offered a promising
acadenic post with a HSW university,
and with his Airitourer royallies
already signed over th- the company to
probest the jobs of his Aviation Div-

ision staff when the olosure had first

threatened, Henry Hillioer had o
rosord o legal measured %o be paid

what was due to him for the termination

of nis contract., 4s Hillicer himself
gaid, "Someons had to get the blame™..

Tater that same year, "Aero" magazine,
ooncerned lest tho now-saleable Air-
croiger night be bought by foreign
interests, van & review of "this best

seller aivorafs which is now in danger .

of Dbeing lost do foreign capital",
adding some biting comment on “the
apathebic Governmont uhich would notb
1ii% a finger bo assist,”

Again there was a spirited response
Prom the pabionts aviation enthusiasts
and at the suvggestion of a reader, &
"Support the Airvorulser" campaign was

begun fo save tho aiveraft for Australia

by public subsoription. It was a

gallant try, drawing vesponse from over
400 dindividuals before the magazine was

foroed to ocecage publication in the
middle of 1968, It is said that the

reagon for the magazine's abrupy demise

was the withdrawal of all advertising
by cerbain oversess aivoraft manufact-

vrers and their Australian distwibutors

ag a reprisal for “Aerols" determined
championing of the Alroruiser cause.

Heanwhile, ABSL in Mew Zealand were
rubbing salb into the wound by doing
just whet Viota said could not be done
succossfully - they had pubt Alftourers
pack into guantity production and were
golling them in Britain and Burope.

In 1968, Henry Hillicer, now on the
academic gtaff of the Royal HMelbowrne
Institute of Technology, made a last-
ditch stend to save the Adrcruiser
for Australia -~ he approached the
Commonwealth “Adveraft to see if
they wonld consider pubting the air-
oraft inbo production. :

With a Pavourable response from CAC
Chairman, Sir Layrence Wackett,

Millicer wrote & complete product-

ion program Tor the aiverafl, based
on & new CAQ factory to be buiit for
the pixpost gnvacant Iand- adjoining
Moorabbin Adrport. Bub befors the
projoct oould be pursued; Sir Lavi-
once Vackett met with an aceident,
was foroed to retire from CAC, and
{the proposal lapsed.

Tyo years later Vieota sold the entire
Aivoruisoer project to AESL in Hew
Zealand for an widisclosed prios.-

Today, the RAER!'s CT-4 Adrtrainer, 2
military production version of the
Aivoruigor built in How Zealand by
Agrospace Industries (the name
adophed by ABESD after the company
had "grawn up" as an aireraft wan-
wfacturer), shows semething of vhat
might have bsen had circumstanced
beon different. -

Refleating on those events more than
12 years iater, it seems incredible
that a country like Australia could
bo g0 shorb-sighbed, so inept in its
administration, as to let an industry
of such national imporiance he sold
down ‘the drain, as Henxy Millicer
puts it, "for 30 pieoas of silvex",

The enberprise of nations such as
Swoden, Isrvacl and Brazil, with
considorably less resources at their
disposel than Australia, does litvle
o onhance the handling of the whole
goxry affaiv, whobher ab Governnent,
corporate or personal level of those
invelved. -

Thore is also much that has never
been satisfactorily explained —~ the
oxtraordinary chain of misforiunes

" %hat sosmsd to contrive against the

Adxbourerts succssd throughout iis
production history, as well as +hoe
probing questions that an ineredul-
ous avistion press agked when Vicha'ls
Avaiation Division was finally dis-
banded. .

Porhaps there are no angyers, bub
Knowing the power and influence of
the foroes arraigned againsi the
Afrfoursr's suocesds, it is hard Go
heliove events were as circumstant-
ial as they appoeared.

Hhat of Henry Millicer himself? To
his great credit he is no® ambithars’
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and holds ho Eftidges for vhat book

" plEe,’ RAtHEr, in the best tradition
of ‘2 visionary, he 1§ still looking
enthusisstically o the future,

But he admits Yo deriving a lob of
satisfaction from the fedt that, of all
the Airtourers that were Australian
registored, most are sHill airworthy
and ars the prized possessions of
wembors 6f the active Airtourcr Asgoce
ilation, of which Millicer is now
Patron, " Even the prototype Aircruisor
has returned o the fold from ow
Zealand ~ i%s proud owner Association
President Somny Rankin of Yest Wyalong,
HSY. . ' :

Hig only other concern with the pash
is vhat can be learnt Trom it, for he
believes earnestly in Austvalia's need
o have a ‘Llight airovafi industry of
its own and does not want 4o ses the
same bluanders repcated. As Principal

Locturer in Aeronautical Engineexing
&t-the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, he is head of Australiats
three asronautical enginsoring fac-
ultien and feels a heavy responsibil
ity to his students, -

I have 13 students $0 sall +0 thae
indusiry at fhe end of this year amd
15 next year," he oxplaing, "I wank
to seo that theve ara Jobs for them
in their own sountay," " oL

RN

(The author gratofully acknowledgsy, |
the assistance of Mrs, Kethleah™

Hillicer, whose garefully odtalég~
ved reocrds greatly faoilitated =
research for the Adrfourer Story)-_

TR R e o

LEDTERS TO THE EDITOR
et

From Tan Donovdn, Guner. VA-HKT ¢

o

(1) AIRTOURIR MUFFLEES, and (2) UHDERGART LEGS oo
(1) Recently I had %o fit a new 115 Muffler to my Airtourer due to the old

one being burnt out ard cracked,
can be dangorous.
the heaterduct,

I enquired about a ney one from Aer
but could meke me one for £898 N only,

Airvoraft mufflers hove

Hay I point out that mifflers in this state
Lecks can cause carbon monoxide to enter the cabin through -
a service life of 1,000 hours only.”

ospace, N.4, They had nono in-stock’ ..
That is for the inner casing only, e

Hext I phoned everywhere teying o locate dne but to no evail, Then T.

thought if I could got hold of

the drawings I would have a g0 ard moke my own.-

Doug Stott managed to get a copy of the drawing from Aerospace through a

contact and so I vas in business,
error,- L camo wp with the finished
approved it,

After much time oxporimenting, trial and
paroduct,
I have now done about 40 hours with the new muifler and all 4s OK.

My L.A,IUB, looked it over and

"If anyone needs one I have the special stainless sheets to maks several

more, plug the jooking which I had to make,
but would bo happy to advise anyone how
acilities and skill at sheet mekal forming,

myself because I do not have the time

0 g0 about maling one if he has the T

(2) There sesms to be some confusion
According to the ANO ADV AT 12F thare
afboer 1500 hours, ) )

"The A0 gtatos:
Tegs P/N 61002/1
servica,

L do not wish to make any more

about magna. fluxing undercart legs.,
is 1o mention now about magna Tluxing

at intervals not exoeeding&‘loo hours +imo in

: '-iiega b 61002/2 Initially not later than 2;000 hours time in
" .service and thereafter st intervals not oexcosding 200 hours

Fime in service,

I have been $01d that most Airtowrers have PAT 61 002/2 legs Tittel,

Dol does nob know from what airorath Ser, Yo, /2 legs weve fitted.

. Doss anyone know?

I have a concession on MKL Ser,
landings, They are the original legs,

Ho, 131 V/C legs for M.F, overy %00

The Dol A/C survoyor at Tullemarine informs me that 4f they recoive
staterents from LiAMIEs, vho sorvics & number of Aiviourers stating that -

HF legs iz & waste of time and money this AD restriction may be removed,
eg W e T

FREHR RS
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i.cou Keluh Holan, Ovmer VHnIEU’V
AIR HAV C‘H&RGES =_HoY 70 RBDUCE THEHN

Made a tr:.p 40 Penfield L.odB.y' and had a long and very informative disougsion
with Bafry Bell, Barrey is & former prosideont of the Antique Adroradt Assce-
iation, owns o Chipmunk, and presently is the very active chairman of the
Vintage; Filitary and lassic (VILC) group with S;A.A.A, In his spare time
he flics Argosys ‘Tor Ipec and doss gome inst tructing,

Targely due to Barry s determination, submissions ond hard work %he Vintage
people enjoy very much reduced Air Hav, charges duc to racognition by the
Departuent of Trangport of the des:LrabrleLuy of preserving historical unique
airerafy, and by this means assist owmers to reduco the associatsd financial
burdens, Pased on 1974 charses, Tixed ai about 5,86/year and called the
Historic Concession. - ‘

411 the V,H.C, aircrafy, plus owr own Aivboursr, Ghipmum:s, Citabrias, ote,
gic, can also be classed under the collocitive heading of Spording and Reorsatb-
ional Airevaft , They are mostly obsolete, two-seater training eiveraft with ’
& posgible acrobatic capability, [Thoy are not of any commercial use whatever,
msuitable for fast cconomical dravel, fly oniy V.F.R., and seldom have a -
wtilisation of more then 50 hours annually. In other vords, they are omed
and flown by enthusiagts for pleasure and +the practice of flying skills,
mostly, if not wholly, 0.CiT.A. and make virteally no demands on DoT ‘operation-
ally.

Whilst not opposing "user pays" as a basie principle, it can tend to become
the "paynenta of many" are of grea‘i: benef:l.*c anly to "the.few',

Toxr instance, my Airbourer in 1973 cos‘b 54/?631' AMLG.8, Insurance $260/year
fuel "Uc/gal., maintenanco 1.50/hr;, ancl 100 hours/y ear yas available becaise
of cheqp fuel. Total hourly ocost about 87,50,

Seven yoars latol « $400 A HC.s, Insurance still only about $260 {no cla:uns)
fuel +52 OO/gal., maintenance only about B2, 60/111' (bless thoge friendly
L., H-luﬂ) but most pilots can bawyely afford to £y 50 hours. Assuming they do
the hourly cost is now a staggering $26.70/hour or $1%.25/seat/howr - & VERY
expongive way to travel,  Consequently the aiveraft ave u‘bll'l_SGd QULY for
sport and recweational flying.

Ve reocontly hired a 206 for & round-Ausiralia trip and the oost vas only
'””,50/39" b/mour I a4 sdving of $450 for the two oquivalent seats traveliing
at 135:kba, But; -as our aiveraft would aversge aboub 80-85 kits, over the
game trip, tho difference now bscomes more like $750 extra to fly Adrbourer
or similaw. So once agein we are largely confined to puddle jumping and
naking Little or no demands w pon the services provided by IoT. which oxiat
mostly for $ho benetit of hirkines, Charter and feslor scrvices cote, olc.
Really, in offect, we ave barely "usera" at all, unless we bosrd a DC3, 727,
G4, 0z, o a losser eaton“c our 0206 with DIHE Vi0,%., ADPL, obe.

Kow to got to the point of a1l thié ~ it would not be unreasonable to stade
that wo are being trested unfairiy,” ‘and charged for EXISTING gervices not
roguired, or even &ble to tochnically accapi.

Baryy Bell informs moe that, under Section 10 of the Air Navigation Adt, pro-
vigion is made for people such as uws o challenge the basic concopt of such

charges, Bexry has spent a lot of his own money and time {5280 to ¥his time
on 8.7.D, calls) with the DoT peopls {largoly because S,AAA. and AJO;PlA;
sesm $0 have othor problems with a higher priovity), He hag establlsl_led a
lobbying contact im Canberra vhose opinion is that, properly mpregented,such
& subnission hes a good chance of success in achisving & much reduced, fized
ARG

Parey has also enlightened Stato and Federal officers that some airorafh are
used for "Sport and Reereational Flying", They stated to him that they simply
did not kmow that such people apnd their airvoraft existed, Hr, Brian Dizon,
the Victorian Ministor for Youth, Sport and Resreation has recognised this
fact, and shortly will bo send:mg & letter of recognition to Barry Beil, and
reoognitlon is the firvasd step J.n 'uhe ladder of achievement.

Baryy has a golicitor already l:med up to make a prel:unm&uy submigsion (ou’u of
his own pocket), My suggestion is that weswpmat Barry, either as an Assoc-
jation or individvally ~ how about $5 Oo/a:chraxt to cover Canborra submission
Teeal annhd,
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If sométhing like this does not fire, the AWICis will goon. be approaching. a

-~ substantial percentage of the airovaTt!s value. Quite & numbor of airerafs

have already been allowed Lo lapse into an unregistered state and more ave
bound to follow if we do not demonstrate self-interest and determination,

Swmnarisi_ng:-— v

Yo do,i«iow liours,'hardly ever use Dol, facilities, fly obsolete, commercially

uselesa airvoraf$, spend svars cagh mintaining the historically valuable air-

_orvaft for the whole populetion to view at air shows, ote, ete,

" Request official reacgnition, status and hely in the form of reduced ALN,C,s,
g »

Donations way be zent to - EEITH. HOLAL,
: 32 Weorite Place, EAST KBILOR, Vie. 3033,
on Barry's bohalf, Reoecipts will be issued. ‘

(Perhaps this is a matier which could boat be discussed‘.by the Association as
& whole at ils Wagga Gonvention ., al o

Ly

FLY--IN REPORTS

"YARRANDALE" ~ 20 & 21 SHPTEMBER, 1980

. ‘Féétually we cammot be alwvays wrong with the weathor as this Fly-in enjoyoed

Group Captain's weather — 8-8 of blug in every point of the compass! No
doudt the change of dates hna done the trick as our weathsr men predict rain

fox -this week—snd coning.

Yo did orack the !jaci-pot! as the fo.lloﬁing list of aireraft testifiosi~

VH-KHP - John Treble _ VE-PAC Payl Cary

VE-TVG - Jack Hapgood VH-RIY Les Caxber

VH-MTH Tony Hatthews - VH-EQA Earl Johnson

VH-HVR Sonny Ranldn VHE~00T Potor Coy

RAAF A19  VHYBD - - - VH-BEP Siexra 300

RANF A9 Vh-¥ymQ - VH--DAG Warrior

VKL, Tan Donovan VE-BIZ  Baxon

VE-MRT Andvewr Ronald g Tvo Coemsnag

VH-ROG Ray Abornethy . @.%H. Penfound (car)
VH-FAT Bevnie Kitchel . . (A, Lowis

R St g i doreitor | um (1)
- VA~BOK o Stan Tiliey Lios Hermer Bus
VISR Tdudeay Havshell S, Wright  Fridge Ven

Yo were able %o convene, on-Satwrday; an Airtourer Execubive Hoobing, followed
by an Adrtourer Co-bporative Heeting, and on Sunfay morning a goneral Airiourer
Meeling -~ hence all businecss was conpleted, . .

Saturday wes arrival day with mid-day barbeque and fiying evenbs, followed by
Stan's super ‘barbeque and £ilms gonerously provided by our RAAF guests, With
the 0dd Iiguid octane refreshnents and flying chatter Saturday came to a happy
end, with the departure of bods by bus for WWL per Wing Commander Les Harmer and
wiility loads to the Sturs Hobel by Maryamna, . :

Bunday Hornine Genoral, Hasting .

[N

Point (1) + Annduncement of purchase of the farm back from Hew Zealamd, & time
of two months to complete.has been-ascepted by our Board of Directors of the
Co-op, A call was rad¢ also for members to aocompany mé to N,%, &6 complote
the deal, If's wonderful to-ralete that Ardrey Rongld , Pavl Cexy, plus my-
pell, Jerry Walsho and F, Rodgers look Like the mob, Here's hoping}

Loint 2) ;  Spize Paris Sub-Coumittes . - .

H, Millicer, J, Walshe, Allan Yood, and Androw Ronald s form the abhove sub-
compittes, They will he jsswing circulars immed':;a'i;e_ly to all merbers whon
drayn up. ) - C L

Poing (3) * The oxpected date Of depaviure For 1,7, .- before the ond of Septem-

‘
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Poih'h'fﬁr) H o assigt our Secretary, Doug Stobt, who now lives on the equator
tho members felt thai a MHinute Secretary should be added to our list of
officers -- purely to act when {disiance prevenis Doug being present at our
moetings,

Stan Wnight was eleoted to £ill the office and only accepted on
the understanding that he is only a Hinube Beoretery, to assist ovr Secreiary.

Following the General Meeding the flying included an exoellent dieplay of -Aerom
baties by our Vice-President, Dick Sims, in HEQA, kindly made aveilable by Vice-
Presgident, Earl Johnson, It vas also great to sce our members joining in this
display with their owm aireraft., Wonderful!  Keep it up!

¥ith a oompleto sed of Hot. Reports from Wagga Waggn the departwroes oomnenced -
honos by 2 p.m, "Yarrandalo! was over for another yedr. It was.great to: saes
vou all and until Vagga, or before, Happy Airbouring, ’

MIViR,

HOORHDOO ~ O HOVENBER, 1980

by John Troble

e Victorian Branch of the Airtourer Association held & fly—in gebt together
with Peber and Jane: Coy at their property at Woorndoo, Vicloria, on 9 Hovember,
1980. .

With Charlie Bravos' eloc. for a couple of days prior, it was great to walo up
on Sunday morning with CAVOK. .

Yo had a good roll up of memhers, pius several flmcrloan T:Ln Gans (how do you
Tike that, Henry"-’) to 21l join in some pleasant fun, Following the . barbeque
wore aGL‘Oba'blCS and general Airtourer tales. It was an enjoyable day and Vie-
$orien State get togethors are something our sister gtatos should OOPJ-

Those in attendance veresi-—

Tom Lucaa HRL Bob ahd Bev Gilmore  HOG
. Jack Hopgoed THG John and Doreen Troeble XHP
Jim Crockes FIR Howie Schriéever I
Peter and Jane Coy COT ‘Andrew  Ronald MRT
Tan Doncvan - IKL Barry Cadzow and WE

H4uart Robinson

Ye siso gained a new member from Varrrambool named Bill Pitis.

JANUARY  254h 'ANGEL OF HERCY'! AIR SHOW -- Tyabb Airfield

PEBRUARY 7 & &  HAROONDAH AIR SHOW ~ Lilljdale Airfield .
. (Fnquiries: P.0. Box 09, Vermont, %133, Phone, (03) 2885422)

FEBRUARY 21,22  ATRTOURER ASSOCIATION ~ ANHUAL' FLY-IN, COHVENTION AND ANHUAL
GENERAL MERTIEG - WAGGA VAGGA :

(Sse deteils this issusc) .

HARCH 1at 'ATR SPECTACULAR'! - BATLARAT ~ BEGOHIA FESTIVAL,

) Wandourse Apex Club
ARG 8th  'FLYIHG AXCH ATIR CARNIVAL - Albury Airport .

Rotary Club of Albhury West

HARCE oond  LATROBE VALLEY ATIR PAGEANT — Latwobe Vallsy Airfield
.~ (Enquiries P,0, Box 200, Howwell, 3840. Phone (051) 742591)
HARCH - 28,20 SCHOPIELDS 81 ATR SHOV - AUSTRALIA'S AVIATION EXPO.
Schoficlds Aerodrome = {Enjuiries Air Shoy Chairman,
?.0, Box 42, Blaxland, ¥SW, 2774. Thone (047) 395777)

‘APRIT, 17,1 ,19 ° EASTER — S.AIALA. NATIONAL FIX-IH CONVENTION

Harcochydoxe, Q'1d,
(San articlo 1,13_:: 1dam0 ~ mope nexh lewsletten)
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¥ AIRTOURER CO~OPERATIVE LIMITED 5
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GOOD HEWS! - The project hes boen puréhased from lerospace, H.Z,, and the
Co~operative now has the Jigs, tooling, and spares for tho Airtourer baclk in
Australia,

The majority of items are pregontly stored at Cecil Park and Hoxton Park
awaiting gorbing and wnpacking,

4 Board of Divectors! Hoeting, held at Guy Hain's proporty on ihe 2nd Hov=
amber, Discussions ool place with a representative of & aowpany interested
in mamufaciuring, distributing and handling the sparves for the projeot,

Abtbhis shage the Diroctors are hopeful of a favourable oufcone to these
discugsions end a full report will be published in the next Howsletter,

HERENR

PROGRESS REPORT

Opexation 1,

On 30th September, 1980, accompanied by threo volunteers, Andyerw Ronald,

Paul Cary and Frank Rodgers, ve were drivon to Sydney Adrport by Go-op,
Secrotary, Guy Hain, vhere we boarded a D.C,10 for Auckland, ¥,% +y and thencs
to Hemilton hy Avis Rent-A-Car, Our siay overnight at Auckland alloved %ima
to contact shipping firms and gtart the bali rolling »s our taslc of shipping
the farm back to Australia, .

Headows Freigil, W.Z., unlike most businesses here in Australia, their Sales
Hanager was on the ball and called round to our motel Tirst up in Auckland
Vith 411 the dope - shipping, confainers, packing, insurance and document-
ation, import, export and customs, and duiy payable, plus the all important
costall We aldgo had a quote Tfrom anasher firm called Hogal Transport,

but we setbled for Headoys.

1st Ootober 1980, Foi the next thres days we prooeeded o gollect 211 Adr—
tourer parbs and Jigs, tooling, and spares, dumping them in ona big heay in
Aerospace's main hangar ready to pack - ono sea rallet 200 x 8t = 7% yith 5¢
overhang at cach ond, One sea freighter 16! x 81 « 7t,

Package and documentation of gparc pards was a big job, bubt the heat an on
and all hands worked through the weckend, Afber caoh day our retreat was the
Glenview Club vhore we wers mado most welcoms, In Paul Cary's words, after
viewing a1l +the bits in one heap — "Thank Cod %he Adrouver isn'h a Jumbo if
this is what it takes 4o build our 1xttle aivorari?, Help and advice were
most weloome from all at Aerospace and those to mention in particular wore
Len Paricingon, Jim Fishor, John Garnott, Kovin Wilson, but most of all Rex
and John - exoollent guides in packaging.

Tth Ogbober, 1950, a Tuosdey, saw most spiros packed and papor work completed,
byt alas, the teamwas to lose Frank, who, in hig spare time, had packed and
checked all drawings and wag ready to depart for home with drawings - "gome
35 kgs, of the stufi", One short and half way, sages inoreased from mero 4o
“8ro zoxo, and with rencwed effoit by bhose left, Thursday savw the two cone
tainers almost completely pacled, and departuro for Australia by Andrew, who
had to leave a bit early due %o industrial trouble. Only the loosc ends +o
complets, press interviews and local paper reports ro our veniure and good
gover for the Airtourer Co~op. and Asrospace, plus thotos whioh I hope to
ciroularise to 21l in our Agsociation, (loser and closor, D-Day loocked like
the 15th October, 1980, with enly the oontract to sign and final paymsnt,

15th Oatober 1980, A% 4 Pemy, HoZ, time, the orens uplifted both containers
on%o ¥he truck and $railer and =o the Adrbourer project left Aevospads for
Australia midst a laxge orowd of people, most personnel of Aerospace, plus
w0 worn ovt Aussies with cameras blazing. Len Paritinson with our gear on
beard blasted off for Auckland wvith our departure 4,30 Pem,y for Sydney —

B, Day completed, . :

By thoughts on the event ean only expresd my thanks %o Aerospace as a whole,
and o our team who so readily accompanicd me in this venture, I can only
aay I gould hot have hand picked detbor mon, Frank s most essentiil on the
“ravine side, allo Andvoy, vrith ... experienae in aiverafi narts, ond
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Paul, with his businesg know-how fitted the bill for parts cvataloging. A
great job well done., Hy message bo Airtourer owners hore in Australia

and elsevwhere id "these are the.bods who have given their time to keep your
aireratt flying - pleasc don't fmget"" While ghare holders in the Co-op.
uhey also made this ven‘"ure possiblo - oub of 17.Z, back to Australis,

To you I‘ranlc Andrew and Paul; -a spaclal vord of thapks from me.

Tho 1lighter vein of our 15-day stay in W74, was our regular daily visit %o

o the (rlénvn.ew. To guots Paul, "Bloody hell wo need a beer’, I agresd.

We would all avree that the boyﬂ from herospace and their wives wers more
uﬂan good fo us, we wined and dined in guite’a Tew houses, Our special
thanks to HMrs, Pas Parlﬂ.nson, Hra, J, Fisher, and last bubnot least Hrs, Joyce

Tait, . .

Now horme and mission complete, the Farm will arrive in Sydney con Jrd Fovoubsy.

Ars you a ghars holder, if. not why not? You oculd end up like one member of
our Airbourer Assoecistion overgeas paying some 880 For one Hay, light covor.

Your Go-0p. will do bebter for share holders than this. Bub bo outsidors 747

T have called a Co-op. Board moeting for 2nd Hovember 1980, o 4ie up onds
fox the arrival of the Farm on 3rd Fovember, 1920, ‘

* Donald O, Ranlin,
Chairman, Board of Direciors,
Airtourer Co~op, Limited.

EEERE R R

RESIGHATTON

Tue to family commiiments, member Cerry Walshe, has submitied his roesignation
Trom the Board of Directors of the Alrtourer Co—oporative Lid. He has also
withdram as priwary adviser to the Co-op. and Asscciation, With rezret, the
Board has accopted his resignation as it is reallised that family and home

st come Pfirst,

Weo thenk Gerry very much for the valuable work he has done in helping astab—
Lish the Go-op, and for iho advice he has given various members on technical
mathors.

Sorry has asked that members refrain from ringing him at home, We Look Torward
to seeing Gorry at some of our fuburs functions.

PLEASE DIRECT ALL EMOUIRIES OF CO~OPERATIVE HATTHRS TO THE CO-0F, SECRETARY,
GUY IMATH,

IF URGENT TECHNICAL ADVICE IS REQUIRED PLEASE CONTACT ALLAN woon,

Pleage romember that all those positions are £illed on a volunbary basis, You
ave asked to havo sono consideration for the persons concornsé vhen phoning ate,
(e,a. alloy for time differences eto.
B
ATRTOURER GO~OPERATIVE LIIITED :
Address all oorwegpondencs to @
Yp, Guy H, lain, *%
"arana Stud", Warans Road,

CECIL PARE, IS W. 2171
Phone.: (02) 6061035

e, Allan Vood,
2% The Outlook, -Bilgola, N,5.W., 2107.
Phone,: (02) 9188639 EHomeg _—
%ozg 6070011 (Bug,) CURomMT OHL
#% I% 4s oxpeched that Guy Mmin will be moving secon. How addross
will be.advigsd,

YR 2 SR S T BN B R R RN R SRR

BUBLICITY,
The overber issue of "ATRCRAFT contained a phm;o of tha "YARRAHDALE! FLY-BI
aﬁd the footnotet

¥, ee W Dotails of tho Associntion’s onforpeising rove o buy the Atrbowrorts
producumn wights back fron Néw Zealawd to mmsure a supply of opare parbE
aro 50 be publikhed in the next isgur of "Adweraffh,!
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PREPARATION TOR THE 1981 AUHUAL CONVENTION - WAGGA WAGGA

Preparations are well in hend for the Associatidn!s Annual Convenbion and
A:G.H) at Wagea Vagga on 21at and 22nd Tebruary, 1931.

Tasgt momth John Treble and Tony Hatthous Tlew to Wagga to conduct the initial
plaming., John and Tony report thet their negotiations with the 0.0, Wagga,
Group-Captain Monaghan, were nothing less than overulelming, Thé RAAF have
appoinkéd a liaigon officer to assist with our arrangements and, in addition,
. have wnésrtaken {o .provide : '

1 Tarmee avea f or parking aivorafis

2 A lecture room or equivalent for the ALG,H,;
5 Catering for some meals;

4 A Film Projectox.

They have also underiaken %o organise another Air Havigation Trial and to
investigate the wge of 2 bus for transport be and from the base,
John and Tony have also reserved accommodation Tor Saturday night at the
Countiry House lNotel,
Hercury Hotel,
Carriage House Hotel,

estimated cost bobween 25 and $30 per room, per night, Thers should bo no
problem Tor those reguiring accommodation on Fridaey night as well as Saurday,

, TEITATIVE PROGRAH
Friday, 20th February Arrivals, meke your owm way io lHotels

Buggest dinner at Country House Motel,
Saturday, 2{st February A Arrivals at base
1300 hours Lunch
PII  Get together and general talking!l
1600 hours Bug to Motels for swim and change.

1800 hours Bua from Hotels to RAAF Golf Club
for barbeeue dinner, films, obo,

2300 hours Bus to Motels

Sunday, 22nd February
0330 hours Busg from Hotels
0900 hours Ammual General lIereting
1230 hours Lunch
1330 hounrs Wavigation Trial (approx, 1 hour)
1600 hours Prosentation of Trophics

1630 hours Deparkures

| REGISTRATION
Ineluded in this BEUSLERTER is o scperate vogisiration form Ffor those who
will be atlending the Wagga Wagga Convention, .

You are asked %o complete this form and mail to AW, HATTHEHS,
P.0. Box 74,
PARKEI. 2870
no lajer than Janvary Flst 1981. ‘
An acconnanying cheque for your depeosit bowards accommodation and registrat--
ion should bo made payable %0t “Aisfourer Assooiation®, -

llore Getails will be published in 4he nexs Newsletter.
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UINUTES OF THE GEHERAL HEETING OF THE ASRTOURER ASSCCIATECH HELD AT MYARRANDALEM
20+th SEPTEHBER 1980 ~ HEEIIHG OPEHED 2330 HOULS, G.H.T, :

PRESENT : 5; Veight, D,0. Renkin, 8, & B, Tilly, R. Sims, Alan Wood, T, Davis,
Dopcvan, L. Rondld, B, Kiichell, 1. Carter, H. Couszin, A. Ha'bohevs,
« Coy, J. Hopgood, T, Marghall, S, & K. _Hillsberg, R. Abernocthy,’
Sheiibaelk, Aryen Sweéney, 8. Shirley, W, Hurman, A. Butbenshaw,

. & M, Koox, ¢, Yalshe, B, &L, Johnson, S. Reid, B. Rankin, 7,

c &L Pgmound JH, Hlllloer, D, & J, Treble, P., Cavy.

APOLOGIES: D, Stott, ¢, Main, M. Job, R. Gilmour, D. Wearns, Bill Kelly..

Yoved S, 2illy and seconded A, Wood thet. the apologies be agecpred,
CARRIED

lﬂ?t‘UTES : ILnutes of the Genoral section of the last Annual Genexal Heeting
- held at Parkes were read,

Hoved A, Faitheir and seconded H. Milliocer that these are a true
and correct veoord, . CARRTED

BUSIHDSS ARISTUG FROWM HTNOTES:

1981 - Annuzd, | Cr_mpral Hogting and Gonventi_on

»

mmpa*:n—'

Prosident Qankin stated that Vagse Vagea had boen selicoted as the

veuue becavse of its availability of accomnodation and possible use

of the Airfeouce frcilitics, He steted that the dates chosen o

arg Pebruery 21,22,23, and that the Committee meeting held earlier

had appeintel himselﬁ:‘, J. Treble, A, Matihers and 3, Wpight as a .

pus-coiittes to organise the ackivibies.’ e
GEIUFRAT: | M*r;er'?.“ o Constitubion

,_B‘UMSINESS_ Hoved and seconded B, Kitchell to accepu the Commitiee -
Heetingstis ;euolueﬁdatlcn to albter the conatituiion. . ~GARRIE]A)

Tho Coastitubion nov wrauds

Clauvse &, iz =t pavagraph -
HTho istes ghall consisd of sevon ('?) Airtourer
ASUJC Larki on Hembers (uhe Pres:u.dent two Vice-
Presidenta, the Honorary Seoreua,cy, the Honoraxry
Tpeagarer, and two other members},"

O

ClaLs.e 9 {a) now veads -
“Tha forual General Heebing shall be during 'I:he
nonvhs of I‘ebmzary, Harch or April, at which a
quoren of Agsociation Members shall be present,”

Claunsze 9 u) -
A guorum 301 General Heslings of the Assoclat:l.on
shall consist of ben (10) members.™

The Projes -i-

The P.Ces;l."e‘lu amounced that the Liriourer Co-operative had been
succeanful in puvchazing the Advtourer project for considerably
less then the originel asked price. He advised that within a
ey monthe they hoped to be making and seiling s pares. Anyone
thinking of joining the Fo-op. has until the end of October to do
50, or pay roro for their spares, he said.

Tho President then called for voluntoérs to travel to New Zealand
%o help psck the preject. Paul Coxy, Andrew Ronald and Stewart
Rejd indicnted that they may be available o help.

Minutes Seovelaxy

Moved G, Walshe and seconded G. Penfow1d. that the meobing adopt the
Aivbourer Asgociation Committee's regommendation that 3, Wright be
appointed Inute Seovotary., - - Q_....;_MIED

Henwy Hillicer, 2% the cempletion of goneral business, said how pleased he was
to gee the project roturning te Australia in 1980 affer being sold Go Hew
Zealand in 1966, Kz called on all to support the Uo—operative. EHo also
plodged fres c,onf—xﬂ.'f.:ivg help to C-operative Adrbouver owners, others to pay
a poxr hour price.

The lesSing closed at 00.12 heurs ¢.H.T.

BT

P LY P
S VT Tl T m i
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"PLANE PLANT SOLD TO AUSTRALIANS

Staft Reporter

Hamilton

Hamilton-based Hew Zealand Aerospace Industries Iid. has sold its complete pro-—
duction operation for the Airtourer training aireraft to an Ausiralian Co-oper-

ative, . .

411 of the dics, jigs, and assenbly
. machinery used in the production of
s~ ihe Airtourer have been packed into
“iwo large containers.

They will reburn %0 Ausbralia this
veek along with negotiators from the

- cAirbourer Uo-op. Itd., a group sob

w recently t¢ conduct the trans-
action,

ferospace Indvstries has had sole
mamifacturing and world sales rights
for the Aivtourer since 1967, How-
over, none have boen made in Hew

. Zealand since the Airiourer was
suporgeded by the CT4 Adrtraingr in
1974, ‘

Production activity has been limited
to parts and servieing,

Laxge Group

Dutwith a2 large group of Airtourer
oumers across the Tasmen exper—
ienoing difficulty in obbaining
gparo parts, Aerospace Industries
roocived an approach three years ago
Ffrom the Auvstralian Airiourer Assoc-
dation o sdll the plant and equip-
nent, : .

The President of the Association,
lir, P.0. Rankin, of New South Wales,
said dn Hamilton yesterday that
Airbourer ownors had asubgoeguently
formed the Adrbourer Co-op. Ltd, as
a vehiele for negotiating with
Aerogpnce o ship the plant back o
Augtralia,

The arrangements for shipping the
Mirfourer plant to Sydney were com-
rleted yesterday.

At

Yeither Hr, Rankin hor the Acro-
space sales manager, Mr, J.B. Garnoty,
yould comment on the price.

The aim of the Australian Co-
operative is to preserve the Adw.
Yourar from "fading out" by
supplying the world maxket with
spare yparts and servico.

My, Rankin said the co-~operative
might coneider preducing the Atr-
tourer in kitset form, but did not
envisage establishing a full
agsenbly iine.

Topdressor

Hr, Garnett said the disposal
of the little-used Airitourer
operation would give Aerospace
more room to concentrate on the
Fletcher and Uresao topdressers!
rroduction,

Gvners of the 32 Airtourers
operating in Hew Zealand would
8%ill be catered for. Aerospace
is maintaining sole rights For
partst disteibuiion in Hew
Zealand.,

The Airtourer was originally
designed and built in Avatraiis
for alr training and aerobaticsy
worlk

It £illed a demand for an aera~
baticd aiveralt to replace the
old Tigor Moth biplane and made
big inreads into +the flying
trainer marlket,?

MAROOCHY. FTY-TH ~ FASTER 1981 - APRIL 17,1819

Accommodation a% Haroochy Countr Lodge has beon booked by Des Sebier. The
Associalbion iz holding 18 rooms (42 POB) at 319 night B & B, Transpord will
be availablo to and from the aerodrome.  Hembors wighing to avail themselves.- .
of this agcomivdation contact DES SETTER, 27 MoFadden Street, WYRNUM;, Q'ID.,.
4178, and include 310 por head deposit, Phone enquiries %o Des ai -
(07) 3968029 Home, or (O7) 3965152, Posh Card ineluded in this Wousletdor,

. PERSONAT
‘Hembew Tan Byers of Perth had his Aivbourver Tdatired on the cover of the Soph-
ember igsue of the AOPA mesazine, His Airtourer, VH-CAP noy boasts a gimijar
colowr schewe %o that of the RAAF CT4 Airireiners, However, on clese inspech-
ion the kengaroo secme to havoe hopped out of 4he roundal to he replaced by an
omu, in & pose vsed by ihe lodsl brewer of Ian's favourite drink,  (Wore you
eoalls el wour nose, Jon, er wes it vour headsek mic. in rour hargd?}
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AIRGRAFT TOR SALTE

R et e

AL VIR T T e T SRR 115 iy i
Ingine 800 HTIR with TOP 0/ 8/Wo, 96  Eng, 1450 ITR
v + -
A31 curront nods, Prop, 200 HIR  U/C Legs 1500HTR
thjox duc Dac, '80  Gomn,11A Reeont Fuol Coll
Gold{rmlto/ﬁlaclc, orifinal DoT Survoy and liajor conploted
soiumo : Octobor 1979, Com,.114, Some
Int, — rod ~ good condition ?6% Cs sparos, $10,800,
Asking 49,500 3362565 or consider Toruing group
AEA35  WHRL nv gogs A2 400 VILoio sjn.en

Ingino 800 ATR with TOP 0/
hjor duc Dee, 180

10 ch, AUA Skyphono with
1/Comn, ’
Gold/Umite/Black, original
schene

Ing, - red

Asldng §7,000 as is or
48,500 with najor and wing
nods, .

Contact loorabbin Aviation Leodeny,
Kon Shorpe, Northorm Lvenus,
Hoorabiin Adrport, llentono,

v,, 3194
*Phone (03) 205084

A/T 100

Vil-1fP 8/a. 147
Good nechonical ordor, ncods
sona paint,  Engino opprox,
400 TR, A/F, major duc
23/6/81, Intorior neat,

360 ch, Comm, 114 - exccllont,
as now. Prico negetiablo,

Earl Johnaon, F,0,Box 662, Tarco,
NSaWe 2430, 'Phono (065) 531286 (m)

-

ATHCRALFT FOR SALE

Hajor lky 1982,

Pagine and Prop, alnost full
life, Skyphone V,I.F,
58,500

bt

Ien Withers, "Exmour®, P,H;B, 236,
‘Harra.coorto, 3.k, 5271

A/7.415 VT
TT, Ing, and
mgine o
Ik\jo::
locgr Corm, {14
s . .

[

13

Al Reel 12, Tilluaga, S,4,, -
E5) 562392 (I}T
HISCELLAIEOUS

AIRTOURNR ASSUCL TN JELLERY
Sticlk Pin Badgo 92,00
Brooch Clip Badgo §2.00
Tio Baxr Badge 52,50
Gold ILapel Airtourer Pin $3.00

AT I00 | VE-MOH
St appenronce.  DBxreollent
ovder. Iwrthor deteils -

Ren Qompbell, ¥.0, Dox 29,
Leongnthe, Vie., 3953
{056) 551-661 or (056) 642350

CLIFY TLITES BOOK - MIINGS OVER THE VATER!

Lvailablo at $A1S por copy (inc.postage)
Contact Scerciery or Treaswrer and

gend chogua,
COPIES HOU AVAILADLE

COCKPIT CATIORY GOVIES ________ 4130

A/7 100 VH-IL 7T about 2400

Ingino, prop. nd wderedrringe
about 400 hours old,
Hareo Comn. 114, 100-hourly ond
najor will bo comploted in nid
to latc Hovenbeor, aftor which th
plono will bo available For
610,500,
"Phono (062) 458117, or write to
Gooff Hollins, {3 Throsby Croscont,
Harrabuadah, 4.C,7,, 2604

AT 100 NIL-HEBII T 4630

Bngine to rum $000 hours, Prop.f
to run 1300 hours., Iajor ins-

poction due June 1981: Froah
100-hourly, Intercon fithed
and HVIIC 410,000,

"Phono (03) 3184948 or (057) 921296

o]

Ihde to order. Protoct your conopy
and upholstery uith o closo-fitbing,
welthorproof and lightucight cover,
Suppliecd with bag-for vhon not in use,

Ilzs, ilelen Poarco, direrafd Upholster-
ors, Hoorabbin Airport,
(03) 908955 A/m, (03) 5472931

ATRORAFT. PHOTOGRAVIER
Advian H. Pfooffor (Owmor HOA)

P,0, Jox 1154, Horth Syduoy, ISV, 2060
(02} 504929 4/

.-

FIBROGIASS PARTS

Wi {Bill) Hiler,

Sun Streot, Hodlap RuH.D,
Geelong ; Vie., %221
Spimers, Spats, Tingtips, Covls, Uhzel
Broko Dust Covors, Pillots, Fairdr 53, obe,

s il Centro,







